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mean a lot of different things to dif-
ferent people, but when talking about 
access to affordable, effective care, this 
phrase has particular meaning. 

In the early 1970s, the rate of unin-
sured in our State was about 30 per-
cent, meaning roughly 1 in 3 in our 
population would live in fear that sick-
ness or injury could cause financial 
ruin for themselves or their families. 
The people of Hawaii knew this was un-
acceptable. 

In 1974, the State government passed 
an innovative piece of legislation, the 
Prepaid Health Care Act. Now simply 
known as Prepaid, this legislation re-
quires employers to provide affordable 
and quality care for hundreds of thou-
sands of individuals and their families. 

Our uninsured rate is one of the low-
est in the country, with only 8 percent 
of our population lacking any type of 
insurance. Even though Hawaii has 
been at the forefront in making health 
care a right and not a privilege, we 
still have a way to go. Even with Pre-
paid, there are more than 100,000 people 
in our State still uninsured. 

When the Affordable Care Act passed 
3 years ago, I knew it meant that those 
who are uninsured or underinsured in 
Hawaii would find some relief. We have 
already seen major successes since this 
landmark legislation passed. 

Yet people are still afraid of 
ObamaCare. This is because a lot of 
people have spent a lot of time and 
money to make the American public 
believe that somehow this legislation 
is bad for them and will harm them. 
That is why, when asked about health 
care reform as a whole, many Ameri-
cans say they are concerned, they have 
anxiety. But when you talk to people 
back in Hawaii and across the Nation, 
and even those who think they don’t 
like health care reform, they like what 
it does. 

For example, parents like that they 
can keep their children on their health 
insurance until the age of 26, which af-
fects 6,000 young adults in the State of 
Hawaii. People will no longer have to 
live in fear of lifetime limits on health 
benefits, which will help more than 
460,000 residents of Hawaii, including 
115,000 children. More than half a mil-
lion people in my State will no longer 
have to worry about being denied cov-
erage because of a pre-existing condi-
tion. 

As a State that has committed to 
Medicaid expansion, Hawaii will also 
now be able to provide care to close to 
more than 68,000 residents starting in 
2014. 

People like these policies. People 
like what health care reform is already 
doing for them. 

While my colleagues across the aisle 
are looking to repeal this historic leg-
islation, I am looking forward to how 
we can build on its success. 

Let me be clear. The fact that health 
care reform is working is exactly why 
the detractors of the ACA are trying so 
hard to stop it from being fully imple-
mented. They know the American peo-

ple are embracing ObamaCare because 
of all the good it will do for our fami-
lies. 

In particular, I am looking forward 
to the opening of our marketplace, the 
Hawaii Health Connector, on October 1. 
Many of the people I have spoken to 
want to know what the marketplace 
may mean for them. Simply, the Ha-
waii Health Connector is going to pro-
vide a consumer-friendly way for resi-
dents of my State to view and compare 
a wide variety of plans. Then they will 
be able to pick the coverage that best 
suits them and their families. My of-
fice has been in constant contact with 
the Connector, and their staff in Ha-
waii has been working tirelessly to set 
up the online and phone interface, and 
to provide assistance and navigation in 
the form of kokua, a word in Hawaiian 
that essentially means pitching in to 
help your neighbors and your commu-
nity with no regard for personal gain. 

This is reflective of the values we 
have in Hawaii, that everyone deserves 
to be healthy and have access to afford-
able and quality care. That doesn’t 
mean we still don’t have a lot of work 
to do. 

I am hoping a number of bills I have 
introduced, including the Rural Pre-
ventive Health Care Training Act and 
the Strengthening Health Disparities 
Data Collection Act, will be considered 
and voted on by the full Senate in 
order to solve some of our worst issues 
in providing care to rural and under-
served populations in Hawaii and 
across the Nation. 

I believe ACA is working the way it 
should be. It is increasing the number 
of insured Americans, promoting pre-
ventive care that will help to reduce 
the human and financial costs of avoid-
able illness and lowering the costs of 
care for everyone. 

Many of my colleagues in Congress 
choose not to see any of this. The only 
option for them is total repeal, with 
zero tolerance for open discussion or 
compromise on this landmark legisla-
tion, but that kind of thinking is what 
causes the gridlock Americans are so 
tired of. I understand there will be 
parts of this law, which is a sweeping 
piece of legislation, that will need to 
be amended over time to resolve any 
kinks. These kinds of revisions have 
been done with every other landmark 
domestic social policy that has been 
passed in this country, including Medi-
care and Social Security. 

I am willing, as are my colleagues on 
the Democratic side, to come to the 
table and work with Republicans to 
make necessary improvements over 
time, but I refuse to engage in the 
process of political and parliamentary 
gymnastics designed to score small, 
short-term wins at the expense of the 
American people and the economy. 

It must be pointed out that anyone 
who wants to grind the entire govern-
ment to a halt over the implementa-
tion of this several-years-old law will 
cause harm to the economy and harm 
to their communities, because Federal 

funding provides essential services and 
programs to constituents in every 
State and every county in every dis-
trict. If improvements or changes need 
to be made, they can be done through 
the regular order with hearings, seri-
ous discussions, and bipartisan sup-
port. Ultimately, what we are seeing in 
Hawaii and across the Nation is Presi-
dent Obama’s historic health care 
package is making inroads in improv-
ing our health care system. Efforts to 
stop that cannot be tolerated by Mem-
bers of Congress and the people of this 
Nation. 

I will continue to support its full im-
plementation and look forward to 
working with all of my colleagues in 
the Senate to build upon its success. 

I yield the floor and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MARKEY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
HEITKAMP). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

Mr. MARKEY. I ask unanimous con-
sent to speak as in morning business 
for up to 15 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

A MASSACHUSETTS PERSPECTIVE 

Mr. MARKEY. Madam President, 
today I am here to give my first speech 
on the floor of the Senate. I do so with 
deep respect and reverence for the his-
tory of this Chamber and for the giants 
of the Senate who have served before 
us. From Massachusetts, our recent 
roster of Senators reads like a history 
textbook: President John F. Kennedy, 
who inspired a Nation—President Ken-
nedy’s desk is right here, and it is so 
appropriate that my extraordinary 
partner from Massachusetts, Senator 
WARREN, occupies it today—the leg-
endary Ted Kennedy—he had the vision 
to make health care a right and not a 
privilege; Ed Brooke, the first African- 
American popularly elected to the Sen-
ate; Paul Tsongas, a model of independ-
ence; for 28 years John Kerry was a 
champion for the people of Massachu-
setts. Now he is our chief diplomat to 
the world, his skill already shown in 
his ability to bring Russia and Syria to 
the negotiating table. 

America is the greatest country on 
Earth. 

My father drove a truck for the Hood 
Milk Company. He graduated from the 
vocational program at Lawrence High 
School. My mother was going to be 
senior class president in high school, 
but her mother died when she was a 
junior. She had to abandon her college 
dreams to stay home and take care of 
her younger sisters. 

That was before the New Deal, before 
Social Security, and before Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt. In those days the 
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only social safety net for families was 
that one of the girls had to stay home. 

I was the first in my family to go to 
college. I drove an ice cream truck to 
work my way through Boston College 
as a commuter. I did the same for law 
school. I took out Federal student 
loans, like so many millions of Amer-
ican students have to do today. 

Thanks to the people of our State, 
this son of a milkman is now serving 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
in the U.S. Senate. 

I am a son of Malden, but I do not 
come just to occupy a seat in the Sen-
ate. I come here to stand and to speak 
for all those families, to seek change 
that uplifts those families and their fu-
ture. To everyone here I say: That will 
be how I conduct myself here in the 
Senate. 

I come here today to discuss my per-
spective, formed by the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, guided by its people, 
practiced in the House of Representa-
tives for more than 36 years, and open 
to new knowledge, new ideas, and inno-
vative ways to move our country for-
ward. 

From its inception, Massachusetts 
has thrived because it is a wellspring 
for the advancement of humanity’s 
ideas and ideals. Nearly 400 years ago 
the pilgrims braved an uncertain pas-
sage to Plymouth as religious 
innovators, but the pilgrims would 
likely not have survived the new 
world’s harsh environment without 
learning new ways from the native 
Wampanoag Indians—the ‘‘people of 
the dawn,’’ as their tribal name trans-
lates. 

So our bearings were set early in the 
Bay State. In a sense, we in Massachu-
setts are all people of the dawn, look-
ing over the horizon toward a new fron-
tier, striving to forge a better tomor-
row. 

It is no surprise that when America 
moved from farms to factories it began 
in Massachusetts. Massachusetts has 
survived and it has thrived because of 
our tradition of innovation and imagi-
nation. 

We invent the materials that power 
our economy. We initiate the moral 
discussions that advance a Nation. We 
are never satisfied with what we have 
accomplished, instead, always pushing 
for progress and embracing the promise 
of the rising sun. We know from experi-
ence that when we invest in the future 
we create jobs here and now in our 
country. 

During the last few decades, the pur-
suit of the possible that is hard wired 
into our Massachusetts DNA has 
helped us weather tough economies and 
rough international competition better 
than many other States. 

We have become a high-tech, clean- 
tech, biotech hub for America and for 
the world. At places such as MIT and at 
companies such as Bolt, Beranek and 
Newman in Boston, the underlying ar-
chitecture of the Internet was envi-
sioned and set in motion. 

Earlier in my career, Congress passed 
three telecommunications bills on a bi-

partisan basis that I helped author. 
They removed barriers for innovation 
and unlocked opportunity for entre-
preneurs, creating jobs in Massachu-
setts and across the Nation by 
unleashing more than $1 trillion of pri-
vate sector investment in this emerg-
ing technology area. 

Now the future of telecom is mobile. 
Massachusetts has several hundred mo-
bile companies. We have the strongest 
robotics centers in the Nation. We have 
the burgeoning digital games industry 
centered in our State. We are ready for 
the next generation of technology jobs 
because we spent decades building our 
digital foundation. 

Massachusetts was once the Nation’s 
leading power producer, when Melville 
wrote ‘‘Moby Dick’’ by the light of a 
whale oil lamp. Now we are at the fore-
front of the most recent energy revolu-
tion. 

Our electricity is getting cleaner, we 
are using it smarter, and it is getting 
cheaper. Massachusetts is now the No. 
1 State in the country when it comes 
to energy efficiency. Just yesterday 
Boston was named America’s most en-
ergy-efficient city. 

Our shores will host the first offshore 
wind energy farm in the Nation. The 
same winds that brought the pilgrims 
to Plymouth Rock will now power a 
new generation of jobs in Massachu-
setts. 

Massachusetts is seventh in the Na-
tion in solar installed per person, even 
in a State more known for the perfect 
storm than for perfect sunny days. 

In Massachusetts alone, clean energy 
now employs 80,000 people across 5,000 
businesses in our State. 

If we continue our commitments to 
clean energy, we will put steelworkers, 
iron workers, welders, and electricians 
to work building a new backbone for a 
new energy economy in the United 
States and around the world. 

Massachusetts is the hub for biotech 
on the entire planet. We are No. 1 in 
per-capita dollars awarded by the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, supporting 
35,000 jobs Statewide. Health is our 
first wealth, but in Massachusetts it is 
also one of the best job creators. 

We are an idea factory pumping out 
new concepts, creating new companies 
that produce new jobs and discover 
cures for deadly diseases. 

In Massachusetts, we recognize that 
education is a ladder of opportunity 
that allows every child to maximize 
their God-given abilities. The first pub-
lic school in America was established 
in Massachusetts. Today, Massachu-
setts students are No. 1 in the Nation 
in math, in reading, and tied for No. 1 
with New York in science. 

For students in Massachusetts and 
around the country, we should never 
let the big dreams of attending college 
be thwarted by the small print of over-
ly burdensome loans. 

As children learn in an online envi-
ronment, we need to make sure they 
can grow, develop, and make mistakes 
that won’t derail a promising future. 

That is why I will soon introduce my 
do not track kids legislation on a bi-
partisan basis to protect the privacy of 
children online. 

The value of our economy grows be-
cause it is imbued with our American 
values. What unites us is the 
unshakable belief that no matter where 
you come from, no matter what your 
circumstances, you can achieve the 
American dream. We believe everyone 
should get a fair shot. No one should be 
left behind. 

It is time to get back to the values 
that made Massachusetts and this 
country great. It is time to make real 
progress, creating an economy that 
works for everyone. It is time to pro-
tect a woman’s right to choose. It is 
time to deliver to the LGBT commu-
nity all of the protections and rights 
under the Constitution. 

It is time that we put real gun con-
trol measures on the books. The hor-
rific mass shooting at the Navy yard is 
the latest deadly reminder that we 
need to do more to stem the tide of gun 
violence in this country. Newtown, Au-
rora—these tragedies are not inevi-
table, they are preventable. This sense-
less carnage must end. 

We need a ban on assault weapons, 
and we need a ban on high-capacity 
magazines. We need universal back-
ground checks combined with com-
prehensive care for our mentally ill. 
We need to put an end to the partisan 
gridlock that prevents even the most 
basic of gun control measures from be-
coming law. 

In the next few weeks we will see our 
seventh fight over our debt and deficit 
in the last couple of years. We need to 
break down this rampant ideology that 
threatens to turn a government that 
works for the people into a government 
that simply shuts down. 

We must also end the mindless 
across-the-board cuts from sequestra-
tion. Cutting programs such as Head 
Start will leave a generation of kids 
lagging behind. Slashing investments 
in science means the breakthroughs 
that create jobs and cure deadly dis-
eases could go undiscovered. Cutting 
defense spending mindlessly can under-
mine our security. 

We need a new transportation bill 
that puts union workers back out there 
working, rebuilding our roads and our 
bridges. 

While many economists have labeled 
the recent downturn a recession, for 
our working families and low-wage 
earners it has become an economic de-
pression. Economic inequality tears at 
the fabric that makes our country 
great. It turns ‘‘E pluribus unum’’ into 
‘‘everyone for themselves.’’ We must 
raise the minimum wage for the people 
who are struggling to make it into the 
middle class. 

We need to create an end to the era 
of climate denial. Climate change is ir-
refutable. It is raising sea levels. It is 
giving storms more power. 

The planet is running a fever. There 
are no emergency rooms for planets. 
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We must put in place the preventive 
care of unleashing a renewable energy 
revolution in wind and solar, in bio-
mass and geothermal, and in energy ef-
ficiency to avoid the worst, most cata-
strophic impact of climate change on 
this planet. We are seeing it on an on-
going basis not just here in our country 
but across the planet. 

Our moral duty to future generations 
calls for us to address climate change, 
but it also is an economic opportunity 
to create new jobs here in our country. 

I will soon introduce legislation that 
will call for America, by 2025, to reach 
a 25-percent target of clean energy and 
energy efficiency improvements. This 
bill will create jobs as it cuts pollution. 
And I will continue to work to pass cli-
mate legislation, as I did in the House 
of Representatives. 

I will also introduce legislation to fix 
our aging natural gas system in Massa-
chusetts and across the country, mak-
ing it cleaner and more efficient. We 
can use affordable natural gas and 
clean energy, built and delivered 
through the work of union hands, to 
power new American manufacturing 
centers. That is a job-creation triple 
play—generate new energy, build new 
infrastructure, and manufacture new 
American products. 

We must not massively export our 
natural gas abroad or I fear we will 
continue to export our young men and 
women to dangerous places all over the 
world and lose opportunities to lower 
electricity rates here and to increase 
the manufacturing jobs here in the 
United States. 

Fifty years ago President Kennedy 
announced the ambitious goal of send-
ing an American safely to the Moon. 
He told us that we would need a giant 
rocket made of new metal alloys, some 
of which had not yet been invented. It 
would have to be fitted together with 
precision better than the finest watch. 
It would have to be able to be returned 
to Earth safely at speeds never before 
approximated by humanity. And it 
would all have to be done in less than 
8 years. 

President Kennedy urged us to be 
bold. I say to this Chamber, it is time 
for us to be bold. In this era of innova-
tion, there are jobs that are not yet 
imagined in fields that haven’t been 
created with industries that don’t yet 
exist. We should be bold. 

America watched with pride as Neil 
Armstrong stepped onto the Moon and 
an American flag was planted as a sym-
bol of our success. In this Capitol 
Building, there is a flag that was 
brought back from the Moon. It testi-
fies to the returns we receive when we 
invest in American ingenuity, when we 
seek the dawn of discovery, when we 
invest in our people and in our indus-
tries, and when we follow the universal 
American values of justice and toler-
ance and liberty and equality. 

We can use our talents and our tools 
to help all people everywhere build a 
more peaceful, prosperous future. 

I look forward to working with every 
Senator in the months and years ahead 

to make the 21st century more edu-
cated, more healthy, more prosperous, 
and more fair than the 20th century 
was. That is our challenge. That is our 
opportunity. But we must do it to-
gether. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
Mr. REID. Madam President, I extend 

my appreciation to Senator MARKEY. I 
had the good fortune of serving in the 
House of Representatives with him. 
When he decided to run for the Senate, 
I was excited, and I am so happy he is 
here with us. The speech he just gave 
indicates the work we should be doing. 
I have always admired him. 

I appreciate very much what he has 
done for the State of Nevada in many 
different areas. He has been at the fore-
front of protecting Nevada from the 
ravages of something that could be an 
environmental disaster—nuclear 
waste—and has been someone who has 
led the country in so many different 
ways in recognizing the dangers of cli-
mate change. 

In telecommunications, no one in the 
last 30 years has done more for modern-
izing our telecommunications system 
than ED MARKEY. So I appreciate very 
much his good work. 

As I sat and listened to this remark-
ably important speech, I thought of the 
Massachusetts delegation—two new 
Senators, but what wonderful Senators 
they are, Senator ELIZABETH WARREN 
and Senator ED MARKEY. The potential 
they have is so astounding. 

On the news today: This will be the 
least productive Senate in the history 
of the country. People, such as the 
Senators from Massachusetts, are 
being prevented from doing good. There 
is no better example of that than the 
Senator who was on the floor listening 
to Senator MARKEY, the senior Senator 
from New Hampshire. 

A bill to make our energy consump-
tion around America more efficient, 
energy efficiency, a bill we should have 
done a long time ago—we can’t do it 
because we have the anarchists run-
ning the House of Representatives, and 
they are doing a pretty good job over 
here too. I would say about 40 percent 
of the Republicans over here are anar-
chists, tea party-driven. 

This Energy bill has five nongermane 
amendments, most of them dealing 
with health care. The Republicans are 
obsessed with what is the law of the 
land—ObamaCare. It has been the law 
for almost 4 years. The U.S. Supreme 
Court has said it is constitutional, but 
that doesn’t take away their obsession 
to try to undercut this legislation, 
which is going into effect in a big way 
on October 1. 

It is a shame that we are not able to 
legislate the way we did. Everything is 
a squabble and a fight. I came here 
more than three decades ago having al-
ready had a legislative career in the 
State of Nevada, and we have been able 
to work together to do so many good 
things—until recently. 

We are now waiting to see what the 
House of Representatives is going to 
do, how absurd what it sends us is 
going to be. We know it is going to be 
something really strange and weird be-
cause the Speaker has to do everything 
he can to try to mold a piece of legisla-
tion to meet the needs of the tea party, 
the anarchists. And I say that without 
any equivocation. They do not want 
government to work on any level—not 
the local level, not the State level, and 
certainly not here. Any day that is a 
bad day for government is a cheering 
day for them. 

So I am so impressed with the Sen-
ator’s speech, but I am distressed at 
what is going on here in the Senate as 
far as trying to get work done. Biparti-
sanship is a thing of the past. Now all 
we do is ‘‘gotcha’’ legislation. 

I was given this assurance by many 
Republicans: Let’s do energy. Energy 
efficiency—let’s do it. We will work to-
gether on a bipartisan basis. 

And the first thing out of the box is 
something that will derail this legisla-
tion. 

So I am thankful that we have a new 
Senator who is as talented and as good 
as he is, but I wish his talents could be 
better put to work here in the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts. 

Ms. WARREN. Madam President, I 
am proud to come to the floor today to 
welcome my colleague ED MARKEY on 
giving his first speech on the floor of 
the Senate. 

Long before I became a U.S. Senator, 
ED MARKEY was in the House of Rep-
resentatives, became the dean of the 
Massachusetts delegation, and has been 
out there working for the families of 
Massachusetts and the families of this 
country. He has been a leader on issues 
ranging from energy and the environ-
ment to technology and telecommuni-
cations, and he knows how to get 
things done. That is very inspiring. 

I just wanted to come by today to lis-
ten to his first speech, congratulate 
him on his first speech, and to say how 
much I am looking forward to working 
with my partner ED MARKEY in the 
Senate. We are going to do our best to 
get something done. 

Congratulations. 
Mr. MARKEY. I thank the Senator. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

ENERGY SAVINGS AND INDUS-
TRIAL COMPETITIVENESS ACT 
OF 2013 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 1392, which 
the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1392) to promote energy savings 

in residential buildings and industry, and for 
other purposes. 
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