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come here and work with me. It was what it 
was all for, and me sticking with it, and hav-
ing it be a part of our lives, and having it be-
come the thing he has decided to do it, I 
couldn’t be happier,’’ she said. 

Andy’s Dandys manufactures and packages 
the treats at the Bridge Street shop, and will 
be opening a retail store at that location in 
mid-September. 

CORRECTION 
This story has been updated to reflect the 

following correction: Lucie Whiteford 
launched the Richmond bakery Andy’s Dan-
dys. Her name was misspelled in two in-
stances in a previous version of this story. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARK WOODS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I rise today to congratulate my good 
friend Mr. Mark Woods. Mark is cur-
rently the superintendent of one of the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky’s most im-
portant preserves of natural beauty, 
the Cumberland Gap National Historic 
Park, a post he’s held for 16 years. The 
Cumberland Gap National Historic 
Park sits at the border of Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Virginia, although of 
course, the most breathtaking parts 
are within the Bluegrass State. 

Kentuckians will be sorry to see 
Mark go due to his recent and much de-
served promotion: Later this month, 
Mark will assume his new duties as su-
perintendent of the Blue Ridge Park-
way. The Blue Ridge Parkway runs for 
over 450 miles through Virginia and 
North Carolina along the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. It is the most visited at-
traction of the entire U.S. National 
Park Service—more than Yellowstone, 
Yosemite, or the Grand Canyon. 

Mark is a 33-year veteran of the Na-
tional Park Service and has worked in 
parks in South Carolina, Tennessee, 
and Georgia as well as Kentucky. I am 
sure his family is very proud of him for 
this career accomplishment. Although 
I will miss working with Mark in Ken-
tucky, I am pleased that citizens ev-
erywhere can still benefit from his 
knowledge and experience when they 
visit our national parks. 

I know my colleagues join me in con-
gratulating Mr. Mark Woods for this 
opportunity and thanking him for his 
dedication to the National Park Serv-
ice. Mr. Woods’s career and accom-
plishments to date were recently 
profiled in a newspaper article. I ask 
unanimous consent that said article be 
printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the article 
was ordered to appear as follows: 

[From the Asheville Citizen-Times, 
Aug. 7, 2013] 

SC NATIVE NAMED NEW PARKWAY 
SUPERINTENDENT 

(By Karen Chávez) 
ASHEVILLE.—A 33-year National Park Serv-

ice veteran with Southern Appalachian roots 
has been chosen as the new superintendent of 
the Blue Ridge Parkway. 

Mark Woods, 53, now superintendent at 
Cumberland Gap National Historic Park, 
which sits in Kentucky, Virginia and Ten-
nessee, will take over leadership of the busi-
est national park site in the country Sep-
tember 22 at parkway headquarters in Ashe-
ville. 

‘‘Mark has got some great experience,’’ 
said Bill Reynolds, National Park Service 
spokesman in Atlanta. ‘‘He spent most of his 
career in the Southeast.’’ 

Woods, who was raised in Greenville, S.C., 
received a bachelor’s degree in sociology 
from Lander University in Greenwood, S.C., 
in 1982. He is married and has three children. 

He began working as an interpretive rang-
er for the National Park Service in 1980 at 
parks including Ninety Six National Historic 
Site (Ninety Six, S.C.), Kings Mountain Na-
tional Military Park (Blacksburg, S.C.), An-
drew Johnson National Historic Site 
(Greeneville, Tenn.), and Cumberland Island 
National Seashore (St. Mary’s, Ga.) 

Woods will replace Phil Francis, who re-
tired as superintendent of the parkway in 
April. Monika Mayr, deputy superintendent 
since 2009, has been acting superintendent 
since April, and had applied for the position. 

The parkway has not had a female super-
intendent in its 78 years. 

Mayr, a 30-year park service veteran, said 
she has known Woods for many years and 
thinks he will be a good fit. 

‘‘He’s a very good leader,’’ she said. ‘‘He 
has always wanted to work at the parkway 
because he loves the resources here and he 
knows the staff is really good.’’ 

Woods also gets a hearty endorsement 
from Francis, who oversaw the parkway for 
eight years and still lives in Asheville. 

‘‘I’ve known him over 20 years. He’s well 
respected,’’ Francis said. 

‘‘He’s a very able leader of Cumberland 
Gap. It’s not as big as the parkway, but he’s 
already had to deal with some of the same 
issues on a different scale. Sequestration 
cuts happened at all national parks, so he’s 
had to make those same kinds of decisions.’’ 

The federal sequester forced all national 
parks to reduce their budgets by 5 percent 
for the remainder of the year, starting in 
March. 

Woods will inherit the aftermath of the 
nearly $800,000 budget cut, which was accom-
plished through facility closures, cuts to sea-
sonal and permanent staff, cutbacks on vis-
itor services such as ranger programs and a 
decrease in the mowing operation and main-
tenance of the parkway’s scenic overlooks. 

He must also contend with a $450 million 
deferred maintenance backlog, which has 
been growing for more than a decade. 

‘‘Mark has a tremendous background in 
working with gateway communities,’’ Rey-
nolds said. ‘‘He also has background in facil-
ity design and construction, viewshed pro-
tection, wilderness management and general 
management planning. A broad range of ex-
cellent knowledge and experience has made 
him well suited for this job.’’ 

SIMILAR PARKS ON DIFFERENT SCALES 
Woods has been superintendent of Cum-

berland Gap, known as the gateway to the 
western frontier, since 1997. 

‘‘Cumberland Gap is the first doorway to 
the West, the path that Daniel Boone and the 
pioneers used to access the West,’’ said Carol 
Borneman, supervisory park ranger at Cum-
berland. 

The park and the parkway have some simi-
larities. Much like the parkway, Cumberland 
Gap sits in the Appalachian Mountains, and 
is steeped in Southern Appalachian history 
and culture. 

Cumberland Gap was authorized by Con-
gress in 1940 to preserve the natural gap 
through the mountain that pioneers used to 
reach the western frontier centuries ago. It 
contains 24,000 acres with nearly 85 miles of 
forested hiking trails. For 50 years, a major 
highway passed through the Gap. 

But in one of the largest restoration 
projects undertaken by the National Park 
Service, Borneman said, a highway tunnel 

was built through the Gap in 1996, the old 
highway was ripped out and the Gap restored 
to its Daniel Boone days as a walking path. 
From one overlook in the park, Borneman 
said, the Smokies can be seen on a clear day. 

The culture, history and views drew 860,000 
visitors in 2012. 

Things will likely seem a little more 
crowded for Woods when he gets to the Blue 
Ridge Parkway. The most visited of the 
more than 400 units of the National Park 
Service, including such popular parks as Yel-
lowstone, Yosemite, the Grand Canyon and 
the Great Smoky Mountains national parks, 
the parkway had 15.2 million visitors in 2012. 

The parkway stretches 469 miles from 
Shenandoah National Park in Virginia 
through the Blue Ridge Mountains, ending in 
Cherokee, and contains 81,000 acres of land 
and 1,200 miles of boundary. 

Established in 1935 as a scenic motor road, 
cars and traffic continue to be one of its big-
gest issues. October is generally the busiest 
month on the parkway, and Woods will ar-
rive just in time for the heavy fall foliage 
traffic. 

He will also face a major closure in one of 
the parkway’s most popular areas in the 
height of summer tourist season. A 20-mile 
stretch just north of Asheville, through the 
Craggy Gardens area to Mount Mitchell 
State Park, has been closed to traffic since 
July 12 due to slope failure, presumably from 
the excessive spring and summer rain, staff 
say. 

Crews are now working on a temporary fix 
to open the roadway by Labor Day for the 
fall leaf-peeping traffic, then will close again 
while the road is permanently fixed. 

Borneman said Cumberland Gap is sad to 
see Woods leave. 

‘‘He is an incredible superintendent, so in 
tune to park resources, and such a proponent 
of working with local communities,’’ she 
said. ‘‘The parkway is lucky to be getting 
him.’’ 
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ARIEL RIOS REFLECTING POOL 

Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I 
would like to recognize Ariel Rios, a 
man who made the ultimate sacrifice 
while protecting our country and who 
is being honored today at a special 
dedication ceremony here in Wash-
ington, DC. 

On September 10, the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives—ATF—is honoring Special Agent 
Ariel Rios, who gave his life in the line 
of duty, by dedicating the Ariel Rios 
Reflecting Pool at the ATF Head-
quarters in Washington, DC. 

On December 2, 1982, while con-
ducting an undercover operation in 
support of an investigation into illegal 
drug and firearms violations, Agent 
Rios was shot and killed. At the time 
of his death, Agent Rios was 28 years 
old and had worked for ATF for 4 
years. His killers were sentenced to life 
in prison, plus 50 years. Agent Rios was 
survived by his wife Elsie and their 
young children Eileen and Francisco. 

Naming the reflecting pool at the 
ATF Headquarters, which is located at 
99 New York Avenue NE, in honor of 
Agent Rios brings him home to his 
ATF family. This memorial will for-
ever provide ATF employees with a 
place to honor and reflect on the life of 
an agent who made the ultimate sac-
rifice. 
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This dedication also provides an op-

portunity for us to honor all the brave 
men and women who wear the badge 
and put their lives on the line every 
day to protect this great Nation. 

f 

THE MISSING CHILDREN’S 
ASSISTANCE ACT 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 
am pleased to be an original cosponsor 
of the Missing Children’s Assistance 
Reauthorization Act of 2013. 

This bill will reauthorize the efforts 
of the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children. This legislation 
will ensure that NCMEC will continue 
to be able to receive reports of missing 
children for law enforcement, provide 
DNA analysis to locate missing chil-
dren, partner with the FBI and Depart-
ment of Justice to combat child sex 
trafficking, fight child pornography. 
NCMEC also should be allowed to con-
tinue to perform its role as the con-
gressionally-authorized national clear-
inghouse to assist missing and ex-
ploited children, working with agents 
from the FBI, Secret Service, Marshals 
Service, Immigration and Customs En-
forcement, the Postal Inspection Serv-
ice, and the Naval Criminal Investiga-
tive Services. 

There is a greater need than ever be-
fore for transparency and account-
ability when taxpayer moneys are 
granted to private, nonprofit, and 
other governmental agencies. I am 
pleased that the bill contains the ac-
countability measures that I demand 
for all grants that are awarded by the 
Department of Justice. These include 
two audits of NCMEC use of these 
funds over the life of the reauthoriza-
tion, penalties for misuse of funds, pro-
hibition on receipt of funds by an orga-
nization that holds offshore accounts 
to avoid taxes, limitations on con-
ference expenditures, and prohibition 
of the use of taxpayer funds to lobby 
for grant funding. These provisions will 
ensure that taxpayers can have con-
fidence that their money will be used 
properly and for public purposes. 

NCMEC performs important services 
to combat terrible crimes against vul-
nerable victims. With the inclusion of 
transparency and accountability safe-
guards, I look forward to the enact-
ment of this legislation in advance of 
the expiration of the current author-
ization. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NICK GEALE 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam President, 
I am pleased today to praise the service 
of Nick Geale, who was until July the 
director of oversight and investigations 
on the minority staff of the Senate 
Health, Education, Labor and Pen-
sions—HELP—Committee, of which I 
am ranking member. In July, Nick was 
confirmed by this body as a member of 
the National Mediation Board, where 
he will surely continue his hard work, 
thoughtful deliberation, and fair appli-
cation of the law on behalf of workers 

and employers in the railroad and air-
line industries. 

Nick joined the HELP Committee in 
2009 under the previous ranking mem-
ber, Senator MIKE ENZI of Wyoming, 
for whom he first served as oversight 
and investigations counsel before be-
coming director of oversight and inves-
tigations. I was fortunate that he 
agreed to stay when I became the 
Ranking Member and appreciate his 
service. In his role here, Nick inves-
tigated waste, fraud, and abuse in gov-
ernment programs and agencies, often 
working with agency inspectors gen-
eral and the Government Account-
ability Office in that capacity. He also 
led the HELP Committee’s investiga-
tions into the implementation of Fed-
eral programs and to ensure proper en-
forcement of Federal laws. He thor-
oughly evaluated and advised the 
HELP Committee on the President’s 
nominees and assisted the HELP Com-
mittee’s staff in policy matters and 
hearings. 

Nick came to the HELP Committee 
from the U.S. Department of Labor, 
where he served as an attorney to the 
Solicitor and then as counsel to the 
Deputy Secretary under the leadership 
of Secretary Elaine L. Chao. In both 
those roles, he assisted the agency in 
implementing labor policies for the 
more than 180 laws under its jurisdic-
tion and helped manage the Depart-
ment’s 15,000 employees. Nick also has 
a distinguished academic background. 
He graduated cum laude from Clare-
mont McKenna College in 1996 and re-
ceived a J.D. from Georgetown Univer-
sity Law Center in 1999. 

Maybe more important than noting 
his worthy accomplishments in public 
service is to note his character and his 
attitude toward his work, the tax-
payers he served, and the colleagues he 
worked alongside. Nick worked hard to 
ensure that every taxpayer is treated 
fairly. With his practical experience in 
labor and employment matters, litiga-
tion, and alternative dispute resolu-
tion, Nick has been an eloquent and ef-
fective help to the committee. His 
dedication and friendship to those he 
worked with, on both sides of the aisle, 
is a testament to the character he has 
and will continue to have as he transi-
tions to this next phase of his career. 

I thank him for the passionate serv-
ice on behalf of the HELP Committee, 
the U.S. Senate, and the American tax-
payer. I wish him the best in his serv-
ice on the National Mediation Board. 
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WORLD WAR II VETERANS VISIT 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam 
President, today I wish to pay tribute 
to the outstanding military service of a 
group of incredible Coloradans. At crit-
ical times in our Nation’s history, 
these veterans each played a role in de-
fending the world from tyranny, truly 
earning their reputation as guardians 
of peace and democracy through their 
service and sacrifice. Now, thanks to 
Honor Flight, these combat veterans 

came to Washington, DC, to visit the 
national memorials built to honor 
those who served and those who fell. 
They have also come to share their ex-
periences with later generations and to 
pay tribute to those who gave their 
lives. I am proud to welcome them 
here, and I join with all Coloradans in 
thanking them for all they have done 
for us. 

I also want to thank the volunteers 
from Honor Flight of Northern Colo-
rado who made this trip possible. These 
volunteers are great Coloradans in 
their own right, and their mission to 
bring our veterans to Washington, DC, 
is truly commendable. 

I wish to publicly recognize the vet-
erans who visited our Nation’s Capital, 
many seeing for the first time the me-
morials built as a tribute to their self-
less service. Today, I honor these Colo-
rado veterans on their visit to Wash-
ington, DC, and I join them in paying 
tribute to those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice in defense of liberty. 

Veterans from World War II include: 
Donald Benson, Joe Blossom, Hobert 
Bodkins, Robert Beuker, George Carl-
son, Wayne Clausen, Maurice Dragoo, 
Homer Dye, Karl Easterly, James 
English, George Flaig, Stuart Gordon, 
Dale Gruber, Frank Gunter, Vern Ham-
mond, Robert Henderson, Otto 
Hindman, Lawrence Jackson, John 
Jobson, Elvin Kahl, Doward Kilmer, 
Thomas Kokjer, Edward Kooper, Ray-
mond Kusmirek, Ralph Leckler, George 
Lichter, Lyle Lukas, Alfred Marez, 
Richard Marquart, Maregito Martinez, 
LeRoy Marx, Hugh McGinty, Damon 
McMahan, Robert Minnick, Allen Oak-
ley, Gerald Oakley, Vernon Rand, Ger-
ald Rennels, Carol Rhoades, Elmer 
Rose, Donald Smith, Walter Sparrow, 
George Stager, Clarence Streit, Rich-
ard Tedesco, Sr., Rueben Ulrich, How-
ard Walter, Raymond Yost, Robert 
Yost, Thomas Youree, and Joseph Zito. 

Veterans from the Korean War in-
clude: Charles Adams, Joseph Beaulieu, 
David Beldus, John Bevins, James 
Blue, William Cecil, Thomas Clements, 
Clifford Closson, Donald Dalton, Stan-
ley Davies, Jerry Delcamp, Leonard 
Dickey Jr., Robert Eddy, Dale 
Erickson, Ann Evans, Lemuel Evans, 
Frank Faucett, Byron Foster, Kent 
Foutz, Jerry Galpern, Wayne Gibb, 
Thomas Gordon, Oscar Haake, Doyle 
Hall, William Harte, William Hitch-
cock, Claire Hoffman, Raymond Hor-
ton, Carl Houkom, Bennett Houston, 
Eugene Johnson, Richard Kekar, 
Marvin Kembel, Ralph Knoll, Tom 
Mandis, George Mason, Alvin Mosch, 
Doyle Myers, Richard Oversteg, David 
Owen, Johnnie Prock, Duane Purcell, 
Herbert Reimer, John Rinne, John 
Rust, Jr., Darrel Schafer, Leonard 
Schmitz, Virgil Scott, Robert Scott, 
Herbert Shevins, Wayne Small, Frank 
Stiver, Robert Stoll, Bernard Streit, 
Ernest Stumpf, Walter Sutton, Norman 
Swanson, Arthur Trevarton, Junior 
Weisshaar, Raymond Williams, George 
Wilson and Harry Wisell. 

Veterans from other conflicts in-
clude: Jerol Arguello, Zachary 
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