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The Ammonoosuc River provided a 

natural source of power for mills and 
factories that bolstered Lisbon’s indus-
try and helped it grow into a bustling 
town. At one time, Lisbon’s Parker 
Young Company was the largest manu-
facturer of piano sounding boards in 
the world. Lisbon was also the first site 
in New Hampshire to have a ski rope 
tow. 

Many of Lisbon’s residents are de-
scended from the town’s original set-
tlers and feel a strong commitment to 
preserving their town’s history. Lisbon 
proudly honors New Hampshire’s State 
flower during its annual Lilac Festival, 
held every Memorial Day weekend. Lis-
bon is also known for its public library, 
which houses nearly 10,000 volumes and 
serves neighboring towns Lyman and 
Landaff. On August 10, 2013, Lisbon 
residents and friends will come to-
gether to commemorate their 250th an-
niversary with music and community 
events to celebrate their past, present 
and future. 

I wish the town of Lisbon a wonderful 
celebration and congratulate its citi-
zens on this milestone in New Hamp-
shire history.∑ 

f 

NEW BOSTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I 
wish today to honor the town of New 
Boston, NH, which celebrates its 250th 
anniversary this year. As its name sug-
gests, New Boston’s long and admirable 
history bridges that of New Hampshire 
and our neighbor Massachusetts. 

New Boston’s first settlers came 
north in search of new opportunity. 
The land was originally granted in 1736 
by the regional governor of Massachu-
setts and New Hampshire, Jonathan 
Belcher. Records show that locals had 
originally planned to christen the town 
‘‘Lanestown,’’ but over time referred to 
the property as New Boston in honor of 
their former home. From 1736 until 
1763, New Boston was legally part of 
Massachusetts; but during the course 
of those 30 years, the original grantees 
failed to establish a proper claim. In 
1763, New Boston was formally incor-
porated and recognized as part of New 
Hampshire by Governor Benning Went-
worth. 

From its first census, we know that 
New Boston’s residents quickly estab-
lished a bustling community, building 
a lumber mill and clearing 200 acres of 
land. By the early 19th century, New 
Boston boasted 16 school houses, a bark 
mill, clothing mills, over 25 saw mills 
and even a tavern to host both trav-
elers and townsfolk after a long day. 
Unfortunately, many documents de-
picting New Boston’s origins were de-
stroyed by the Great Village Fire of 
1887, which ravaged the town and set 
over 40 of its buildings ablaze. New 
Boston’s residents were undeterred by 
this tragedy, taking stock and quickly 
rebuilding their industrial center. 

By 1893, New Boston had a railroad 
station, allowing merchants to move 
goods and services through their town 

into Massachusetts and further north-
east. In the 1940s, New Boston became 
the proud home of two military insti-
tutions: the Gravity Research Founda-
tion, which conducted research in 
hopes of creating a gravitational 
shielding system, and the New Boston 
Air Force Station, which tracks mili-
tary satellites. 

New Boston continues to inspire our 
State with its industrious and creative 
spirit. There is much to celebrate in 
New Boston’s 250 years, and I am sure 
that the next 250 years will be equally 
or even more successful.∑ 

f 

PLYMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I 
wish to congratulate the town of Plym-
outh, NH on their 250th anniversary. 

Plymouth sits at the geographic cen-
ter of New Hampshire on the west bank 
of the Pemigewasset River. Gov. 
Benning Wentworth granted this plot 
of land to returning soldiers from the 
French and Indian War and named it 
New Plymouth, after the original 
Plymouth Colony in Massachusetts. 
Plymouth’s unparalleled views of 
mountains, fields and forests provide a 
stunning backdrop to a bustling town 
noted for its focus on industry and edu-
cation, as well as its historical signifi-
cance. 

Plymouth’s educational commitment 
began with its earliest settlers, whose 
children were predominantly literate. 
This devotion to education continues 
today through Plymouth State Univer-
sity, one of the area’s oldest and finest 
institutions that counts Poet Laureate 
Robert Frost as a former faculty mem-
ber. Every September, the Plymouth 
population doubles from 4,000 to 8,000 
as students return to campus to take 
advantage of the rich opportunities of-
fered at this university. 

Plymouth was originally an indus-
trial center known for its buck glove 
industry, its farming and its logging 
industry. It was also home to Draper 
and Maynard, a renowned sporting 
goods purveyor that supplied baseball 
gloves to Babe Ruth and his Boston 
Red Sox teammates. 

Plymouth’s strong tourism and ski-
ing tradition dates back to the 1930s, 
when the once ubiquitous snow trains 
brought hundreds of skiers from Bos-
ton and other cities to the slopes of the 
White Mountains. Plymouth has taken 
great strides to preserve this history 
and heritage through the recently 
opened Museum of the White Moun-
tains, which houses treasured art and 
artifacts from more than a century 
ago. The town continues to attract 
tourists hoping to see a quintessential 
New England town in action and re-
mains a popular year-round destination 
for camping, hiking and winter sports. 

I congratulate Plymouth on its 250th 
anniversary and wish all its citizens a 
joyous year of celebration of their 
proud history.∑ 

SANDWISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I 
wish to honor the town of Sandwich, 
NH, on the occasion of its 250th anni-
versary. 

Sandwich is a quintessential New 
England village between the foothills 
of the White Mountains and breath-
taking Squam Lake. Sandwich was 
chartered in 1763 by Governor Benning 
Wentworth and named for John 
Montagu, the 4th Earl of Sandwich. 
Lord Sandwich held various distin-
guished positions in British politics 
and its military, but is perhaps best 
known for his purported invention of a 
slice of meat between two slices of 
bread to sustain him while playing 
cards. 

Sandwich’s land would later double 
in size due to many concerns that the 
original grant was too inaccessible for 
a permanent settlement. In fact, from 
this expansion, Sandwich remains one 
of the largest towns in New Hampshire 
today. The first settlers arrived 4 years 
later, and by the early 19th Century 
the town of Sandwich had grown from 
uncharted wilderness into a bustling 
community of farms, schools, churches, 
traders, and artisans. 

Sandwich’s local fair is a wonderful 
New Hampshire tradition that cele-
brated its 100th anniversary last year. 
The Sandwich Fair has origins as far 
back as 1886, when local farmers gath-
ered together to show off their live-
stock in hopes of drawing a crowd to 
trade and sell their goods. The event 
quickly grew to include community 
events such as band performances, 
beautiful baby contests, and, in the 
21st Century, carnival rides. Sand-
wich’s vibrant community, natural 
beauty, outdoor activities and historic 
and cultural events continue to draw 
visitors year-round. 

I congratulate Sandwich on this im-
portant milestone and wish all citizens 
of Sandwich the best for their next 250 
years.∑ 

f 

THORNTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I 
wish to recognize of the 250th anniver-
sary of Thornton, NH. Nestled in the 
beautiful Pemigewasset River Valley 
in the White Mountains, the land that 
became Thornton was originally grant-
ed to a small group of settlers on July 
6, 1763 and subsequently incorporated 
in 1781. Thornton is named for one of 
those original settlers, Matthew 
Thornton, who would later become the 
first speaker of the New Hampshire 
House of Representatives and New 
Hampshire’s delegate to the Conti-
nental Congress. Thornton, who signed 
Declaration of Independence, was an 
early and vocal advocate for compete 
independence from England. 

Thornton was also the birthplace of 
Moses Cheney, an abolitionist and con-
ductor on the Underground Railroad. 
Cheney founded and oversaw the print-
ing of the Morning Star, an aboli-
tionist Freewill Baptist newspaper dis-
tributed in New England from 1833 to 
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1874. Cheney’s two sons added to their 
father’s legacy through their own nota-
ble contributions to New England. 
Elder son Oren Cheney was the founder 
and first president of Bates College in 
Maine, and his younger brother Person 
Cheney served as a U.S. Senator and 
Governor of New Hampshire. 

Thornton’s original colonial meet-
inghouse, built in 1789, still stands in 
the center of town. Meetinghouses like 
this are considered the birthplace of 
small town democracy. This building 
hosted town meetings from 1790 to 1954. 
Today, it is being painstakingly re-
stored by the Thornton Historical Soci-
ety for future use as a museum to 
house the town’s artifacts and docu-
ments from its long and proud history. 

I honor this town’s strong heritage 
and wish its citizens a wonderful 
sestercentennial celebration.∑ 

f 

WARREN, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, 
today I wish to celebrate the 250th an-
niversary of Warren, NH. Situated in 
the White Mountain region just south 
of Franconia Notch, residents of War-
ren are surrounded by stunning wooded 
scenery that is quintessential North 
Country. Warren is a truly perfect ex-
ample of small town New Hampshire. 

In 1763, Gov. Benning Wentworth 
granted a tract of land to John Page, 
who settled on this land 4 years later. 
The area would be officially incor-
porated in 1770 by Benning Went-
worth’s nephew and successor, Gov. 
John Wentworth. Warren is one of two 
towns in New England that were named 
for Admiral Sir Peter Warren of Coun-
ty Meath, Ireland. Admiral Warren, a 
high ranking officer in the British 
Royal Navy, commanded a fleet that 
joined forces from Massachusetts to 
lay siege and capture the fort at 
Louisbourg, Nova Scotia in 1745. This 
victory united the colonies against 
Canada, as well as providing them with 
crucial fishing and fur trading rights. 

For the better half of the 20th cen-
tury, the Glencliff State Sanatorium 
operated in the village of Glencliff in 
Warren. Before the advent of anti-
biotics, it was thought that the thin, 
pure mountain air of the North Coun-
try could cure tuberculosis, and nearly 
4,000 patients sought respite and cure 
in the White Mountains facility until 
its closing and conversion to Glencliff 
Home for the Elderly in 1970. While 
modern medicine has advanced by 
leaps and bounds, we certainly under-
stand why a patient would seek the se-
rene beauty of the North Country as a 
cure for any ill. 

Warren’s most famous landmark is a 
Redstone Ballistics Missile, which 
stands in the center of the village 
green today. These missiles were com-
missioned by the U.S. Army in West 
Germany during the Cold War as de-
fense against the former Soviet Union 
and were the first to carry live nuclear 
warheads. This decommissioned missile 
was placed in the center of town to 

honor Senator Norris Cotton, a Warren 
native who served a long career in both 
the New Hampshire General Court and 
the United States Congress. 

I honor Warren’s sestercentennial 
and congratulate its residents on this 
important milestone.∑ 

f 

WOODSTOCK, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, 
today I wish to congratulate the town 
of Woodstock, NH, on their 
sestercentennial anniversary. 

Woodstock actually began as Peeling, 
NH, as decreed by Governor Benning 
Wentworth’s 1763 charter. After a num-
ber of controversial name changes, the 
town eventually became known as 
Woodstock in 1840, possibly thanks to 
inspiration from the name of a novel 
by Sir Walter Scott. Appropriately, 
logging was thickly-forested Wood-
stock’s primary industry, aided by the 
Pemigewasset River’s power to run 
their saw mills and transport timber 
down to Lowell, MA. The arrival of the 
Gordon Pond Railroad helped the in-
dustry but also leveled thousands of 
acres of Woodstock forest. 

These areas have long since recov-
ered and 80 percent of Woodstock’s land 
area is now protected under the White 
Mountain National Forest, which 
draws droves of tourists each year. In 
fact, Woodstock’s and neighboring 
Thornton’s forests make up Hubbard 
Brook Experimental Forest, one of the 
world’s longest running ecosystem 
studies. For 50 years, Hubbard Brook 
has provided scientists and researchers 
with critical data and resources that 
identify and address environmental 
issues. 

Woodstock is also home to local fa-
vorite Woodstock Inn Station and 
Brewery, a five time regional res-
taurant winner of New Hampshire Mag-
azine’s ‘‘Best of New Hampshire’’ fea-
ture. I was pleased to welcome this 
business to Washington in June for our 
annual Experience New Hampshire re-
ception, where they shared their deli-
cious craft beers and other products 
with Senators and their fellow Granite 
Staters. 

I congratulate Woodstock on this im-
portant milestone and wish the com-
munity continuing success for their 
next 250 years.∑ 

f 

DELAWARE’S DREAM TEAM 

∑ Mr. COONS. Madam President, Dela-
ware is known as the First State, and 
I rise today to commemorate a first in 
my State. Forty years ago, the Howard 
High men’s basketball team became 
the first boys’ basketball team in the 
State-tournament era to complete an 
undefeated season. The 1973 Wildcats 
were honored for that achievement in 
Wilmington earlier this year, but today 
I would like to honor them on the 
Floor of the Senate. 

You see, the story of the ’73 Wildcats 
tells you something about my home 
State. They were never the tallest 

team out there—the tallest player was 
Lonnie Sparrow at 6 feet 3 inches—and 
they were never considered the team to 
beat. They were not even considered 
the best team at Howard High. The 
highly touted ’72 squad had included 
John Irving who is still one of only two 
players in Hofstra University history 
to accumulate 1,000 points and 1,000 re-
bounds, and led them to their first two 
NCAA tournament appearances. They 
could only draw from a small student 
body of about 700 to 800 students, in 
contrast to some of the other local 
high schools. 

But what Sparrow, Mike Miller, Eric 
Fuller, Kenny Hynson, Wayne Parson, 
Dave Roane, Istavan Norwood, Lemuel 
Glover, Rich Miles, Joe Robinson, Isa-
iah Reason, and Ernest Coleman had 
was better than height or the praise of 
outsiders. They had coaches that be-
lieved in them in Jay Thomas and Stan 
Hill, and they had a tight-knit group of 
supporters in the school and the com-
munity. Most of all, they had each 
other, and by playing ball together, 
they accomplished what no other team 
had done in Delaware history. Their 
amazing story includes last-minute 
buzzer shots to make it to the cham-
pionships, and even a climactic show-
down with long-time rivals Wilmington 
High, who had ended the school’s 
dreams of a championship the previous 
year. It is a story made for Hollywood. 
In a fitting epilogue, they each con-
tinue their tradition of quality through 
teamwork as teachers, coaches, coun-
selors, ministers, businessmen, mem-
bers of the Armed Services, and civil 
servants. 

But there is one more thing that 
must be noted. Named after the same 
Civil War general that Howard Univer-
sity honors and built around the same 
time, Howard was the first—and for 
many years only—African-American 
high school in Delaware. During the 
1950’s the shameful neglect towards the 
institution led to a court case chal-
lenging separate-but-equal laws that 
went on to become one of the five de-
cided in the Brown v. Board Supreme 
Court decision. By the time of the ’73 
Wildcats, schools were desegregated 
but the poison of decades of racism per-
sisted. 

It was in this context that the all- 
black Howard team relied on each 
other, and did the impossible in Dela-
ware. As such, they are an example to 
all of us—especially, I think, to those 
of us in the Senate faced with tough 
challenges for the future. You see, 
when everyone is betting against us, 
when it seems like we somehow lack 
the stature to get the job done, or when 
the world around us is tumultuous and 
seems more than any one of us alone 
can handle, we need to join together, 
find ways to trust each other, and get 
the job done. The 1973 Howard High 
Wildcats just wanted to play great bas-
ketball, and they did in storybook 
fashion. But in doing so, they became 
an inspiration to their friends, family, 
community, and at least one U.S. Sen-
ator.∑ 
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