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have worked on for many years, includ-
ing the last attempt to reauthorize the
Workforce Investment Act. I was
pleased to work with Senator Webb in
the 112th Congress on the Adult Edu-
cation and Economic Growth Act, and
I am proud to reintroduce it today with
Senator BROWN. I thank Congressman
RUBEN HINOJOSA for introducing the
companion legislation in the House of
Representatives.

The Adult Education and Economic
Growth Act increases the investment
in adult education programs; ensures
better coordination among adult edu-
cation programs, workforce develop-
ment programs, and higher education;
strengthens professional development
for adult education providers; expands
the use of technology in adult edu-
cation programs; and provides incen-
tives for employers to support their
workers who need adult education serv-
ices.

In Rhode Island, roughly 41 percent
of working age adults have a college
degree. By 2018, it is estimated that 61
percent of Rhode Island jobs will re-
quire some postsecondary education.
We have an estimated 91,000 individuals
without a high school diploma—the
basic ticket to accessing postsecondary
education and training.

Nationally, the numbers make a
similar case for the need to invest in
adult education. According to the Na-
tional Commission on Adult Literacy,
80 to 90 million U.S. adults today,
about half of the adult workforce, do
not have the basic education and com-
munication skills required to obtain
jobs that pay a family-sustaining wage.
These individuals continue to struggle
in the recovering economy, with unem-
ployment rates above 10 percent for in-
dividuals who do not have a high
school diploma, compared to 7.6 per-
cent for high school graduates and less
than 4 percent for workers with bach-
elor’s degrees.

Simply put, we will not be able to
close the skills gap without a robust
investment in adult education. Unfor-
tunately, we have not been making
this kind of investment. Funding has
been anemic, and as a result, services
reach fewer than 3 million adults annu-
ally—a fraction of the need.

The Adult Education and Economic
Growth will help turn around this dire
situation by increasing the authoriza-
tion for adult education programs au-
thorized under Title II of the Work-
force Investment Act to $850 million
and establishing a new state tech-
nology grant for adult education to up-
grade the delivery system and assist
adults in attaining critical digital lit-
eracy skills. This legislation requires
state and local workforce investment
boards to address adult education in
their plans for using funds authorized
under Title I of the Workforce Invest-
ment Act, including incorporating
adult education into career pathways
programs and offering integrated edu-
cation and training programs. It also
strengthens programs and services for
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English learners, including authorizing
the Integrated English Literacy and
Civics Program, and for adults with
disabilities. The legislation will also
build the knowledge base on what
works for adult learners through a Na-
tional Center for Adult Education, Lit-
eracy, and Workplace Skills. Finally,
the Adult Education and Economic
Growth Act will provide employers
with tax incentives to invest in devel-
oping the basic skills of their employ-
ees.

In sum, the Adult Education and
Economic Growth Act offers a com-
prehensive approach to reaching the
millions of adults who need basic
skills, English literacy instruction, or
a secondary school diploma so that
they can embark on a career pathway
that leads to economic stability and
success. I am pleased to have worked
with the National Commission on
Adult Literacy in developing this legis-
lation. I urge my colleagues to cospon-
sor this bill and work with me to in-
clude its provisions in the pending re-
authorization of the Workforce Invest-
ment Act.

—————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 202—DESIG-
NATING JULY 30, 2013, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL  WHISTLEBLOWER AP-
PRECIATION DAY

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and Mr.
LEVIN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to.:

S. REs. 202

Whereas, in 1777, before the passage of the
Bill of Rights, 10 sailors and marines blew
the whistle on fraud and misconduct harmful
to the United States;

Whereas the Founding Fathers unani-
mously supported the whistleblowers in
words and deeds, including releasing govern-
ment records and providing monetary assist-
ance for reasonable legal expenses necessary
to prevent retaliation;

Whereas, on July 30, 1778, in demonstration
of their full support for whistleblowers, the
members of the Continental Congress unani-
mously enacted the first whistleblower legis-
lation in the United States that read: ‘“‘Re-
solved, That it is the duty of all persons in
the service of the United States, as well as
all other the inhabitants thereof, to give the
earliest information to Congress or other
proper authority of any misconduct, frauds
or misdemeanors committed by any officers
or persons in the service of these states,
which may come to their knowledge’ (legis-
lation of July 30, 1778, reprinted in Journals
of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789, ed. Gov-
ernment Printing Office (Washington, DC,
1908), 11:732);

Whereas whistleblowers risk their careers,
jobs, and reputations by reporting waste,
fraud, and abuse to the proper authorities;

Whereas, when providing proper authori-
ties with lawful disclosures, whistleblowers
save taxpayers in the United States billions
of dollars each year and serve the public in-
terest by ensuring that the United States re-
mains an ethical and safe place; and

Whereas it is the public policy of the
United States to encourage, in accordance
with Federal law (including the Constitu-
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tion, rules, and regulations) and consistent
with the protection of classified information
(including sources and methods of detec-
tion), honest and good faith reporting of mis-
conduct, fraud, misdemeanors, and other
crimes to the appropriate authority at the
earliest time possible: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates July 30, 2013, as ‘‘National
Whistleblower Appreciation Day’’; and

(2) ensures that the Federal Government
implements the intent of the Founding Fa-
thers, as reflected in the legislation enacted
on July 30, 1778, by encouraging each execu-
tive agency to recognize National Whistle-
blower Appreciation Day by—

(A) informing employees, contractors
working on behalf of United States tax-
payers, and members of the public about the
legal rights of citizens of the United States
to blow the whistle; and

(B) acknowledging the contributions of
whistleblowers to combating waste, fraud,
abuse, and violations of laws and regulations
in the United States.

SENATE RESOLUTION 203—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING EFFORTS
BY THE UNITED STATES TO RE-
SOLVE THE ISRAELI-PALES-
TINIAN CONFLICT THROUGH A
NEGOTIATED TWO-STATE SOLU-
TION

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
KAINE, and Mr. HEINRICH) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.:

S. RES. 203

Whereas the special relationship between
the United States and Israel is rooted in
shared interests and shared values of democ-
racy, human rights, and the rule of law;

Whereas the United States has worked for
decades to strengthen Israel’s security
through assistance and cooperation on de-
fense and intelligence matters in order to en-
hance the safety of Americans and Israelis;

Whereas the United States remains unwav-
ering in its commitment to help Israel ad-
dress the myriad challenges our ally faces,
including threats from anti-Israel terrorist
organizations, regional instability, horri-
fying violence in neighboring states, and the
prospect of a nuclear-armed Iran;

Whereas, the United States continues to
seek a permanent, two-state solution to re-
solve the conflict between Israel and Pal-
estine as a fundamental component of our
Nation’s commitment to the security of
Israel;

Whereas, for 20 years, Presidents of the
United States from both political parties and
Israeli Prime Ministers have supported a
two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict;

Whereas ending the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict is vital to the interests of all parties
and to peace and stability in the Middle
East;

Whereas a peace agreement that estab-
lishes a Palestinian state, coexisting side-by-
side with Israel in peace and security, is nec-
essary to ensure that Israel remains a Jew-
ish, democratic state;

Whereas, recognizing the urgency of the
situation, Secretary John Kerry made 6 trips
to the Middle East in his first 6 months as
Secretary of State in an effort to resume ne-
gotiations toward a two-state solution;

Whereas, on July 29, 2013 representatives of
Israel and Palestine engaged in face-to-face
talks in order to move toward a resumption
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of formal negotiations on the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict’s final status issues:

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) a two-state solution is the only out-
come to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
which can—

(A) ensure the State of Israel’s survival as
a secure, democratic homeland for the Jew-
ish people; and

(B) fulfill the legitimate aspirations of the
Palestinian people for a state of their own;

(2) achievement of a two-state solution
that would enhance stability and security in
the Middle East is a fundamental United
States security interest;

(3) while only Israel and Palestine can
make the difficult choices necessary to end
their conflict, the United States remains in-
dispensable to any viable effort to achieve
that goal;

(4) Secretary of State John Kerry is to be
commended for his tireless efforts to ur-
gently advance a negotiated two-state solu-
tion; and

(5) the Senate pledges its support for a sus-
tained United States diplomatic initiative to
help Israel and Palestine conclude an agree-
ment to end their conflict.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION 204—DESIG-
NATING AUGUST 7, 2013, AS “NA-

TIONAL LIGHTHOUSE AND
LIGHTHOUSE PRESERVATION
DAY”

Mr. KING (for himself and Ms. COL-
LINS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 204

Whereas August 7, 2013, marks the 224th
anniversary of the signing by President
George Washington of the Act entitled ‘““An
Act for the establishment and support of
lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and public
piers’’, approved August 7, 1789 (commonly
known as the ‘‘Lighthouse Act of 1789’) (1
Stat. 53, chapter 9);

Whereas that Act, the ninth act of the 1st
Congress, established a Federal role in the
support, maintenance, and repair of all light-
houses, beacon buoys, and public piers nec-
essary for safe navigation, commissioned the
first Federal lighthouse, and represents the
first public works act in the young United
States;

Whereas the establishment of the United
States system of navigational aids set the
United States on a path to the forefront of
international maritime prominence and es-
tablished lighthouses that played an integral
role in the rich maritime history of the
United States, as that history spread from
the Atlantic coast, through the Great Lakes
and the Gulf coast, to the Pacific States;

Whereas those iconic structures, standing
at land’s end through 2 centuries, have sym-
bolized safety, security, heroism, duty, and
faithfulness;

Whereas architects, designers, engineers,
builders, and keepers devoted, and in some
cases jeopardized, their lives for the safety of
others during centuries of light tending by
the United States Lighthouse Service and
the United States Coast Guard;

Whereas the automation of the light sys-
tem exposed the historic lighthouse towers
to the ravages of time and vandalism and
yet, at the same time, opened an opportunity
for citizen involvement in efforts to save and
restore those beacons that mark the evolv-
ing maritime history of the United States
and its coastal communities;
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Whereas the national lighthouse preserva-
tion movement has gained momentum over
the past half century and is making major
contributions to the preservation of mari-
time history and heritage and, through the
development and enhancement of cultural
tourism, to the economies of coastal commu-
nities in the United States;

Whereas the National Historic Lighthouse
Preservation Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-355;
114 Stat. 1385), enacted on October 24, 2000,
and with the aid of the lighthouse preserva-
tion community, provides an effective proc-
ess administered by the General Services Ad-
ministration and the National Park Service
for transferring lighthouses to the best pos-
sible stewardship groups;

Whereas, for the past several decades, re-
gional and national groups have formed
within the lighthouse preservation commu-
nity to promote lighthouse heritage through
research, education, tourism, and publica-
tions;

Whereas the earliest and largest regional
preservation group, the Great Lakes Light-
house Keepers Association, headquartered in
Michigan, marks its 30th anniversary in 2013,
and the largest and oldest national group,
the United States Lighthouse Society, which
relocated from San Francisco, California, to
the State of Washington in 2008, marks its
30th anniversary in 2014;

Whereas other groups have also been
formed to promote lighthouse preservation
and history, many with regional chapters,
including—

(1) a national leadership council and forum
named the American Lighthouse Council
(formerly the American Lighthouse Coordi-
nating Committee), currently headquartered
in Illinois;

(2) the American Lighthouse Foundation in
Maine;

(3) the Michigan Lighthouse Alliance and
Michigan Lighthouse Conservancy;

(4) the Maine Lights Program;

(5) the Outer Banks Lighthouse Society in
North Carolina;

(6) the New Jersey Lighthouse Society;

(7) the Florida Lighthouse Association; and

(8) the Lighthouse Preservation Society in
Massachusetts;

Whereas major lighthouse publications, in-
cluding the United States Lighthouse Soci-
ety’s Keeper’s Log and the Lighthouse Di-
gest, contribute greatly to the promotion of
lighthouse heritage and preservation;

Whereas single-lighthouse preservation ef-
forts by individuals or organizations, includ-
ing historical societies and governments,
have even longer histories, including preser-
vation efforts in—

(1) Grosse Point, Illinois, established in
1935;

(2) Buffalo, New York, established in 1962;

(3) Navesink Twin Lights, New Jersey, es-
tablished in 1962;

(4) Point Fermin, California, established in
1970;

(5) Charlotte-Genesse near Rochester, New
York, established in 1965;

(6) Key West, Florida, established in 1969;

(7) Split Rock Lighthouse, Minnesota, es-
tablished in 1971;

(8) Ponce de Leon Inlet, Florida, estab-
lished in 1972;

(9) St. Augustine, Florida, established in
1981; and

(10) Fire Island, New York, established in
1982;

Whereas, despite progress, many light-
houses in the United States remain threat-
ened by erosion, neglect, vandalism, and de-
terioration by the elements;

Whereas Congress passed, and President
Ronald Reagan signed, a Joint Resolution
entitled ‘“‘Joint Resolution designating the
day of August 7, 1989, as ‘National Light-
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house Day’”’, approved November b5, 1988
(Public Law 100-622; 102 Stat. 3201), in honor
of the bicentennial of the United States
Lighthouse Service; and

Whereas the many completed, ongoing, or
planned private and public efforts to pre-
serve lighthouses demonstrate the public
support for those historic structures: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates August 7, 2013, as ‘‘National
Lighthouse and Lighthouse Preservation
Day”’;

(2) encourages lighthouse grounds to be
made open to the general public to the ex-
tent feasible; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National Lighthouse and
Lighthouse Preservation Day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

——

SENATE RESOLUTION 205—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF SEPTEMBER
2013 AS NATIONAL OVARIAN CAN-
CER AWARENESS MONTH

Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Ms.
AYOTTE, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. B0O0OzZ-
MAN, Mrs. BOXER, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. HAGAN,
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
MORAN, Mr. RUBIO, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
UpALL of Colorado, Mr. VITTER, Ms.
WARREN, and Mr. WHITEHOUSE) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 205

Whereas ovarian cancer is the deadliest of
all gynecologic cancers;

Whereas ovarian cancer is the fifth leading
cause of cancer deaths among women in the
United States;

Whereas, in 2013, approximately 22,000 new
cases of ovarian cancer will be diagnosed,
and 14,400 women will die of ovarian cancer
in the United States;

Whereas the mortality rate for ovarian
cancer has not significantly decreased since
the “War on Cancer’ was declared more than
40 years ago;

Whereas all women are at risk for ovarian
cancer, and 90 percent of women diagnosed
with ovarian cancer do not have a family
history that puts them at a higher risk;

Whereas some women, such as those with a
family history of breast or ovarian cancer,
are at higher risk for developing the disease;

Whereas the Pap test is sensitive and spe-
cific to the early detection of cervical can-
cer, but not ovarian cancer;

Whereas there is currently no reliable
early detection test for ovarian cancer;

Whereas many people are unaware that the
symptoms of ovarian cancer often include
bloating, pelvic or abdominal pain, difficulty
eating or feeling full quickly, urinary symp-
toms, and several other symptoms that are
easily confused with other diseases;

Whereas, in June 2007, the first national
consensus statement on ovarian cancer
symptoms was developed to provide consist-
ency in describing symptoms to make it
easier for women to learn and remember the
symptoms;

Whereas there are known methods to re-
duce the risk of ovarian cancer, including
prophylactic surgery, oral contraceptives,
and breastfeeding;

Whereas due to the lack of a reliable early
detection test, 75 percent of cases of ovarian
cancer are detected at an advanced stage,
making the overall 5-year survival rate only
46 percent;

Whereas there are factors that are known
to reduce the risk for ovarian cancer and
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