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heroes home, and they welcome them
with open arms. Unfortunately, I have
seen reports, and I have heard descrip-
tions of instances where landlords
would not rent to veterans simply be-
cause they served our country in uni-
form, and I find this practice abso-
lutely unconscionable.

I wish to tell you about the case of
SGT Joel Morgan, a combat veteran
who bravely served our country in Iraq.
Sergeant Morgan, upon leaving the
military, wished to rent an apartment
in Boston. He found one that he liked.

Unfortunately, after hearing about
Sergeant Morgan’s service to our coun-
try, the landlord said she wouldn’t feel
comfortable renting the apartment to
Sergeant Morgan because she opposed
the war in which he fought.

According to Sergeant Morgan, the
landlord said:

I would suggest you do the right thing and
look for a place less politically active or con-
troversial.

The place where he wanted to live
was Boston. This kind of treatment is
simply unacceptable to our veterans
who have sacrificed so much.

It is a matter of common knowledge
that veterans of these recent wars have
high unemployment rates, higher than
we should accept, higher than is con-
scionable for this country to accept.
Among younger veterans, that unem-
ployment rate is intolerably high, and
many landlords may believe that an
unemployed veteran simply isn’t a
good prospect for paying the rent.

My amendment would prohibit any
funding in this bill from going to peo-
ple or organizations that discriminate
against veterans in housing. It would
allow anyone who sees a discrimina-
tory practice to report it to the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment and directly to that agency’s
inspector general. It also allows HUD
to continue its existing programs to
support veterans and servicemembers.

This amendment will ensure that
those who fight for our freedoms will
not have to find or fight for a place to
call home. Discrimination against any-
one, including men and women who
have valiantly served, has no place in
our Nation.

I look forward to working with the
Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment, which has done so much to
protect Americans from discriminatory
housing practices, on ways we can en-
sure that servicemembers and veterans
are not the victims of discrimination.
As we work for a permanent solution
on so many of these difficult prob-
lems—providing veterans with coun-
seling, health care, jobs counseling,
training, and education that they need
and keeping faith with them so that we
leave no veteran behind—we should
make sure we leave no veteran out of
housing because of discrimination.

One of the solutions will be amending
the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to
ensure that housing protections are ex-
tended to all who have served in uni-
form. I believe this amendment is an
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important step forward. Simply put, it
will protect all who have protected our
country. Protecting them is a matter
of keeping faith and making sure that
we leave no veteran behind.

I know the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee is hard at work on many of
these issues. I am proud to serve on
that committee and thank Chairman
SANDERS for his profoundly important
leadership on this issue, along with
Ranking Member BURR.

I look forward to extending and ex-
panding these protections for our brav-
est and finest men and women who
have helped to protect our Nation.

I yield the floor.

———

FEDERAL FUNDING PROHIBITIONS
OBJECTION

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, con-
sistent with Senate standing orders
and my policy of publishing in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD a statement when-
ever I place a hold on legislation, I am
announcing my intention to object to
any unanimous consent request to pass
S. 101 Federal funding prohibitions un-
less it clarifies that it will not prohibit
payments under the Secure Rural
Schools and Community Self-Deter-
mination Act.

This legislation, as currently drafted,
has the potential to impede critical
payments to over 700 rural and forested
counties all across the United States.
Those payments are paid to counties
with Federal forest lands under the Se-
cure Rural Schools and Community
Self-Determination Act, and they are
part of the Federal Government’s guar-
antee to share funding from the Fed-
eral forests with the counties in which
those forests are located. Declining re-
ceipts spurred the creation of this pro-
gram to compensate for the loss of re-
ceipts from Federal forests. Many
counties depend on this funding to pay
for schools, roads, and other important
county services—including funding
search and rescue operations on Fed-
eral lands. Particularly in tough eco-
nomic times, these payments have been
a lifeline to many counties. It is not an
exaggeration to say that some of these
counties might face bankruptcy with-
out these payments. Because of the im-
portance of these payments to many
county budgets and the fact that many
of them might be in a very vulnerable
financial situation without those pay-
ments—including several counties in
my home State of Oregon—this legisla-
tion might very well impact them and
prohibit these critical payments. I sim-
ply cannot let that happen. This pro-
gram has consistently received bipar-
tisan support, and it should not be ar-
bitrarily be limited by S. 101.

Therefore, I must object to this legis-
lation moving forward until it is ex-
plicitly clarified that it will not block
any of these critical payments. Until
that occurs, I will object to a unani-
mous consent request to pass the legis-
lation.

S6061

TRIBUTE TO ERNEST CARY BRACE

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, today I
honor a man whose bravery and sac-
rifice for this country have had no
bounds; a fellow prisoner of war who I
am proud to call my friend. This great
American hero is Ernest C. Brace, and
he was just authorized to be awarded
the Purple Heart and Prisoner of War
Medal.

Mr. Brace was the longest held civil-
ian prisoner of war in Vietnam, held
captive for nearly 8 years. He was cap-
tured while serving as a civilian pilot
for USAID and assisting Lao Special
Forces United, who were organizing the
civic action teams for hospitals and
supply bases. He was captured by com-
munist forces in Laos in 19656 and held
prisoner in the jungle under some of
the most horrific conditions imag-
inable for 3 years until he was moved
to a prison camp in North Vietnam. It
was there that Ernie and I shared
neighboring cells for over a year.
Amidst the pain and cruelty of our
time together, I also vividly remember
our conversations, Sunday night story-
telling sessions, and how we kept each
other’s spirits up during those dark
days when our hope never wavered.

After his release, Mr. Brace married
a nurse, Nancy, that he met at Naval
Medical Center in San Diego, moved to
Klamath Falls, OR, and resumed his
career as professional aviator. Pre-
ceding the Purple Heart and Prisoner
of War Medal, Mr. Brace earned the
Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air
Medal, with 3 stars, Navy Unit Com-
mendation, a Distinguished Public
Service Medal, a National Defense
Service Medal, a Korean Service Medal,
with 2 stars, a United Nations Korea
Medal, and the Korean Presidential
Unit Citation.

I ask you all to join me in congratu-
lating this incredibly brave man and
American patriot, my friend Ernie
Brace, on this long overdue recogni-
tion.

————

CONSENT TO DISCHARGE AND
REFERRAL

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President,

last week the leadership sought unani-
mous consent to discharge S. 1294, a
bill to designate as wilderness certain
public land in the Cherokee National
Forest in the State of Tennessee, from
the Senate Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee and to rerefer the
bill to the Agriculture Committee. I
am consenting to this discharge and re-
referral because the wilderness in this
bill would be created out of public
lands in the Cherokee National Forest,
a national forest created from lands ac-
quired under the Weeks Act. The Agri-
culture Committee has primary juris-
diction for acquired lands forests. How-
ever, I am not conceding the Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee jurisdiction over national for-
ests created from the public domain or
its jurisdiction over our Nation’s wil-
derness system.



S6062

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, due to a
family commitment, I was unable to
cast a vote on Monday evening regard-
ing the nomination of James Comey to
be the next director of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigations, FBI. I would
have voted yes because all Presidents
are entitled to nominate whomever
they want to key positions, and I be-
lieve Mr. Comey is well qualified to
lead this important agency and the
brave men and women who dedicate
their lives to protecting our people and
enforcing our laws domestically. In
this new position, Mr. Comey should
expect Congress to maintain its strong
oversight role in ensuring that the FBI
effectively executes its mission to keep
Americans safe, while protecting the
rule of law and our constitutional
rights.

———

FRYEBURG, MAINE

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President. I rise
today to commemorate the 250th anni-
versary of the Town of Fryeburg, ME,
the first town established in the beau-
tiful White Mountains of Maine and
New Hampshire. The same spirit of de-
termination and resiliency that carved
a community out of the wilderness two
and a half centuries ago still guides
Fryeburg today.

In 1763, the Seven Years’ War be-
tween France and Great Britain for
control of North America ended with a
resounding British victory. In recogni-
tion of his courageous service, GEN Jo-
seph Frye, an American-born militia
commander, was rewarded with a
homestead grant in the White Moun-
tains region. He chose the place where
the great Saco River tumbles from the
mountains on its journey to the sea, a
place of vast forests and fertile farm-
land. That first settlement of seven
lots soon grew into a thriving town, in-
corporated in 1777 and named in Gen-
eral Frye’s honor.

That first settlement was built on
the foundation laid a half century be-
fore by another early American hero,
CPT John Lovewell. His valiant deeds
to secure the colonies’ northern fron-
tier—including the legendary Battle of
the Pond in 1725—were celebrated by
such authors as Longfellow, Haw-
thorne, and Thoreau. From those long
ago days to the present, the Veterans
Honor Roll in Bradley Park memorial-
izes the more than 1,200 patriots from
Fryeburg who have served our Nation
in times of peril.

As the town of Fryeburg became a
bustling center of industry with lum-
ber and grain mills, the townspeople
invested their prosperity in education
and in 1792 established Fryeburg Acad-
emy, one of America’s oldest pre-
paratory schools. Among the acad-
emy’s first teachers was Daniel Web-
ster, before he began his remarkable
career as a statesman in the U.S. Sen-
ate and as America’s Secretary of
State. Fryeburg’s connection to the
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world of ideas was strengthened in 1997
when the International Musical Arts
Institute was established, bringing
world-class musicians and conserv-
atory students together every summer
for concerts that enrich the commu-
nity.

The coming of the railroads in the
mid-19th century made Fryeburg, with
its spectacular scenery, mountain
breezes, and pristine waters, a favorite
destination for city dwellers escaping
the summer heat. Among those who
found their way to Fryeburg during
that era was the legendary Arctic ex-
plorer Robert Peary, who sharpened his
navigation skills while surveying the
town as a young civil engineer. Today,
visitors and residents alike enjoy
Fryeburg’s many quiet parks, beau-
tifully maintained historic buildings,
and exciting outdoor recreation oppor-
tunities. The annual Fryeburg Fair,
Maine’s largest agricultural exhibition,
keeps the town’s origins and traditions
alive.

The celebration of Fryeburg’s 250th
anniversary is not merely about the
passing of time. It is about human ac-
complishment. We celebrate the people
who, for longer than America has been
a nation, have pulled together, cared
for one another, and built a great com-
munity. Thanks to those who came be-
fore, Fryeburg, ME, has a wonderful
history. Thanks to those there today,
it has a bright future.

———
RECOGNIZING DICK LOPER

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I wish to
speak on behalf of Dick Loper, who will
be inducted into the Wyoming Agri-
culture Hall of Fame at the 101st Wyo-
ming State Fair in August. Since 1992,
Wyoming has recognized individuals
each year who have made substantial
contributions to agriculture in our
State. This year I have the honor of
presenting this award to Dick with my
colleague, Senator BARRASSO.

Dick Loper is known across Wyoming
for his rangeland consulting, Federal
agency cooperation, and community
involvement. As a rangeland consult-
ant, Dick has served Wyoming’s farm-
ers, ranchers, and agricultural organi-
zations throughout his entire career.
He has also worked as a range consult-
ant to the Wyoming State Grazing
Board and has been involved in the or-
ganization since its creation. Rawlins
Rancher and 2011 Wyoming Agriculture
Hall of Fame inductee Niels Hansen
commented,

Since his time in the Reagan Administra-
tion, Dick has made his home in Wyoming
working as a range consultant and helping
and teaching many ranchers about the bene-
fits of range monitoring and good range
stewardship.

Dick is best known for his commit-
ment to the health of Wyoming’s
rangelands. For over 30 years, he has
worked with Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, BLM, permitees and other par-
ties to advance livestock management
and oversee the implementation of
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range improvements. As a member of
the Committee on Rangeland Classi-
fication, his efforts were crucial in
gaining national attention for range-
land health, which led to the establish-
ment of standards of healthy range-
lands. These standards now give public
land users and managers clear goals for
grazing.

Dick Loper is also active in a variety
of community organizations important
to Wyoming agriculture. He served on
the Society for Range Management Se-
lect Task Force on Unity in Concepts
and the Sustainable Rangelands
Roundtable. For his service, Dick has
been honored with the Guardian of the
Grasslands Award.

On a personal note, it seems I can’t
go very long without visiting with
Dick Loper in Washington. In addition
to seeing him in Wyoming, Dick is reg-
ularly in DC for meetings with Federal
agencies and other partners. It is al-
ways helpful receiving the latest on
public lands during his visits. I am
proud to have the opportunity to rec-
ognize Dick Loper’s achievements with
Senator BARRASSO as a 2013 inductee
into the Wyoming Agriculture Hall of
Fame. Wyoming and its public lands
are well served by his lasting and con-
tinuing contributions to our State.

———

RECOGNIZING JW AND THEA
NUCKOLLS

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I will
soon be attending the 101st Wyoming
State Fair. During the Ag Hall of Fame
Picnic, Senator ENZI and I will have
the honor of recognizing Jw and Thea
Nuckolls as they are inducted into the
Wyoming Agriculture Hall of Fame for
2013. I cannot think of two people more
deserving of this recognition.

The Nuckolls family came to Wyo-
ming from Virginia in the early 1900s.
Jw’s parents sold 100 horses in order to
purchase the original ranch in 1917. In
1943, the family entered the sheep busi-
ness by purchasing 500 head of sheep to
stock the ranch. Jw was only 12 years
old when he began trailing ewes from
Moorcroft, where the sheep were
bought, to the family ranch 26 miles
away.

Jw returned to the ranch after grad-
uating from the University of Wyo-
ming. He was in the market for more
sheep, when he met his future wife,
Thea. He purchased part of her family’s
Corriedale flock. The future couple
subsequently ran into each other again
at the Wyoming State Fair in 1958 and
were married the following year. How
fitting it is for them to be honored to-
gether in the same place where their
lives with one another began 55 years
ago.

Over the past five decades, Jw and
Thea have built a strong, diversified
ranching operation. Thea brought reg-
istered Angus cows into the family and
together she and Jw have built herds of
high quality cattle and sheep. Their
contributions to agriculture go far be-
yond their own operation, however. Jw
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