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The Western United States is rich in 

coal, oil, and natural gas. We need to 
make it easier, not harder, to develop 
those resources. The development of 
the abundant and affordable energy 
that we are blessed with as a nation is 
crucial. 

The effort by this administration to 
quell the development of these re-
sources is unacceptable. I cannot sup-
port them and, that being the case, I 
am not able to support the nomination 
of Ms. McCarthy. 

f 

WEAPONS SALES 

Mr. LEVIN Mr. President, we re-
cently marked 1 year since the tragic 
shooting in Aurora, CO. One year since 
our nation witnessed innocent men, 
women, and children streaming out of 
a movie theater, bloodied and in shock. 
One year since 12 people were murdered 
and 58 injured at the hands of an armed 
and mentally deranged individual who 
was able to channel his illness in the 
most dangerous way: through the bar-
rel of an AR–15 military-style assault 
weapon. 

Such weapons, according to the Con-
gressional Research Service, were de-
signed in the aftermath of the Second 
World War to give soldiers a weapon 
suited for the modern battlefield. They 
are designed to kill as many people as 
possible, as quickly as possible. And in 
Aurora, the AR–15 did just that. 

Since that night, all around our 
country, the gun violence has contin-
ued. But still, we in Congress have 
done nothing to stem these gun trage-
dies. Today, just like this day 1 year 
ago, a convicted felon, a domestic 
abuser, or a dangerously mentally ill 
individual can go to a private seller 
and legally purchase a deadly military- 
style weapon just as easily as they can 
purchase a gallon of milk, no back-
ground check required. 

Take, for example, a recent under-
cover investigation conducted by a 
team of National Geographic journal-
ists who wanted to see just how easy it 
is for criminals to obtain guns. What 
the team found was deeply unnerving. 
Speaking to investigative journalist 
Mariana van Zeller, private investi-
gator and former police officer Jesse 
Torrez put it bluntly: ‘‘We should be 
able to get you involved in a weapons 
transaction within 30 minutes . . . and 
that’s travel time, too.’’ 

He was right. The investigators de-
cided to attempt to purchase an AK–47, 
a military-style assault weapon. On the 
weapon-selling website [www.armslist 
.com], a posting selling a similar fire-
arm for $830 proudly describes it, 
among other things, as ‘‘the standard 
issue firearm in the Yugoslav People’s 
Army in 1970.’’ But compared to the in-
vestigation’s findings, that weapon 
would have been overpriced. In just a 
few minutes, the National Geographic 
investigators found an online posting 
selling an AK–47 for $750 in cash. They 
agreed to meet the seller in a fast food 
parking lot. Under Federal law, back-

ground checks are not required for 
‘‘private’’ gun sales, so the transaction 
was completed quickly and legally. The 
vendor even offered to add ‘‘several’’ 
AR–15 assault rifles to the sale as a 
sort of impulse buy, like candy in a 
convenience store. 

Upping the ante, the investigators 
then searched for a .50-caliber sniper 
rifle, a weapon the team described as 
‘‘so powerful that the U.S. military 
uses it to penetrate concrete and 
steel.’’ Again, within minutes, they 
found an internet seller offering a .50- 
caliber rifle from a nearby garage. 
Without any form of background 
check, the National Geographic team 
purchased the weapon, along with 11 
boxes of ammunition containing 12 
rounds apiece. In the chilling words of 
the private seller, ‘‘You have a lot of 
firepower to start your own war.’’ 

Our society should not be a war zone. 
The purchasers in this case were under-
cover investigators, but next time, 
they might not be. They could be fel-
ons, domestic abusers, or a mentally 
deranged individual planning to use the 
weapon for harm. 

We owe it to the survivors and the 
victims of Aurora to keep weapons de-
signed for war off our streets. We owe 
it to the American people to listen to 
the 90 percent of them who support 
universal background checks on all gun 
sales. We owe it to our families, our 
neighbors, and our children to stop 
deadly weapons from getting into the 
wrong hands. We should take up and 
pass legislation such as the Assault 
Weapons Ban of 2013, which would stop 
the flood of military-style weapons 
into our neighborhoods. We should ex-
tend background checks to all gun 
sales by passing the Safe Communities, 
Safe Schools Act of 2013. We should, in 
short, turn common sense into law. But 
that will only happen if Congress acts. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT S. MUELLER 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Robert S. 
Mueller, III, and to thank him for his 
12 years of service as the Director of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
FBI. 

Director Mueller had just settled into 
his office just a week before the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 
These attacks on the Nation affected 
us all, including in my home State of 
Maryland. In the terrible aftermath of 
the events of that day, we grieved to-
gether. On 9/11, we were caught unpre-
pared, searching for answers and 
scrambling to find a way to prevent fu-
ture attacks. 

After 9/11, the FBI was charged with 
a heavy responsibility: disrupt ter-
rorist plots before they happen by iden-
tifying, tracking, and dismantling ter-
rorists on U.S. soil. During his term, 
Director Mueller has provided steadfast 
leadership, guiding the FBI as it trans-
formed from a traditional domestic law 
enforcement agency into a global coun-
terterrorism and crime-fighting force. 

His guidance has helped keep Ameri-
cans safe from terrorist attacks here at 
home and abroad. But such leadership 
is nothing new to Director Mueller. Be-
fore he led the FBI, he served our Na-
tion as a decorated marine in Vietnam, 
and as a Federal prosecutor who tack-
led cases ranging from the bombing of 
Pan Am Flight 103 to the prosecution 
of Panamanian dictator Manuel 
Noriega. 

Director Mueller has shown unwaver-
ing commitment to the FBI and its 
mission. He is the only Director to 
serve a full 10-year term, and then 
serve another 2 years. From day one, 
he has fought to make sure the hard- 
working men and women at the FBI 
have the tools they need to carry out 
their extraordinary responsibilities. As 
chairwoman of the Senate Appropria-
tions subcommittee that funds the FBI 
and as a member of the Intelligence 
Committee, I am proud to call Director 
Mueller my steadfast partner in that 
fight. Together, we have worked to pro-
vide the FBI with the capabilities to 
stop terrorists before they attack us 
here at home, go after schemers and 
scammers who prey on hard-working 
American families, prevent cyber ter-
rorists from devastating our tech-
nology infrastructure, and catch sexual 
predators who seek to harm our chil-
dren. 

Lastly, Director Mueller has strong 
integrity. He speaks truth to power, 
even when the truth is unpopular or in-
convenient. He is a straight talker— 
when he tells me that the FBI needs 
more tools to carry out its national se-
curity and crime-fighting duties, I find 
a way to help him get those tools be-
cause I trust his judgment, and I trust 
his leadership. He answered the call to 
service when President Bush asked him 
to serve as FBI Director in 2001. And he 
answered the call of President Obama 
when asked to serve 2 more years. 

We live in extraordinarily critical 
times, and face threats from both with-
in and outside our Nation. But over the 
past 12 years we knew that having Di-
rector Mueller at the FBI meant that 
one of the tested ‘‘nighthawks’’ was 
guarding our Nation’s national secu-
rity. I speak for all Americans when I 
say that we have been privileged to 
have such a committed and dedicated 
public servant leading the FBI. I will 
miss my steadfast partner and friend 
and, above all, wish to send him a 
heartfelt thank you. 

f 

LEWISTON FIREFIGHTERS 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, in one 

terrifying week this spring, Lewiston, 
ME, my State’s second largest city, 
was attacked by arsonists who de-
stroyed nine buildings and left hun-
dreds of people homeless. I rise today 
in tribute to the firefighters of Lewis-
ton who answered those cruel attacks 
with skill and courage and who saved 
their city with no loss of life or serious 
injury. 

We have always had a deep respect 
and admiration for our firefighters and 
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first responders. In recent years, how-
ever, the American people have been 
reminded of the vital protections they 
provide to our communities. From the 
Twin Towers in 2001 to the Boston Mar-
athon in 2013, we have seen these he-
roes rush into danger that others flee. 
We have seen them risk their lives to 
save the lives of others. 

That is precisely what the people of 
Lewiston have seen since their first 
fire company was established in 1849. 
Through the years, fire has claimed 
textile and lumber mills, stores and 
schools, homes and even city hall. Yet 
never has a fire, no matter how fierce, 
been allowed to spiral out of control 
into a conflagration. The willingness of 
the people of Lewiston to always re-
build is testament to the confidence 
they have that their valiant fire-
fighters will protect their property and 
their lives. 

That protection comes at a high 
price. The Lewiston Firefighters Me-
morial bears the names of nine men 
who made the ultimate sacrifice in the 
line of duty. 

Today, under the leadership of Fire 
Chief Paul LeClair and International 
Association of Firefighters Local 785 
president Rick Cailler, the Lewiston 
Fire Department is recognized as one 
of the best in Maine, known for its pro-
fessionalism, efficiency, and dedica-
tion. In the special language of the 
firefighter community, the Lewiston 
firefighters are considered ‘‘the tough-
est Jakes on the job.’’ 

They are tough yet filled with com-
munity spirit and compassion. Through 
the generosity of its members, the 
Local 785 Community Fund sponsors 
youth sports teams, charities, and the 
arts, and provides children in need with 
Christmas toys. Their annual ‘‘Fill the 
Boot’’ campaign raises many thousands 
of dollars for the fight against Mus-
cular Dystrophy. 

America’s firefighters play a vital 
role in the security of our Nation and 
the safety of our people. Whether it is 
in response to a terrorist attack, a nat-
ural disaster, or a fire, Americans rely 
on our firefighters, and our firefighters 
always answer the call. The firefighters 
of Lewiston, ME, are a shining example 
of that commitment, and I join the 
people of their city in saluting them. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TONY PETKOVSEK 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor Tony Petkovsek, who 
will be inducted into the International 
Polka Association Hall of Fame on Au-
gust 3, 2013. Mr. Petkovsek has devoted 
his life’s work to cultivating Cleve-
land-Slovenian music and culture, 
most notably by hosting the longest 
running daily radio show in the world. 

Growing up in Cleveland’s St. Clair 
neighborhood, Mr. Petkovsek was im-
mersed in Slovenian culture from a 
young age. After completing college 
and broadcasting school, he began pro-
ducing and broadcasting his own radio 
shows on Cleveland’s WXEN, on No-

vember 23, 1961, which was Thanks-
giving Day. Since 1962, his show has 
been broadcasted daily. 

Mr. Petkovsek is one of the most 
prominent ambassadors of Cleveland- 
style polka both locally and nation-
ally. In 1967, he originated the Polka 
Tour at Kollander World Travel, which 
has since taken thousands of polka 
fans all over the world. His annual 
Thanksgiving celebration evolved from 
a dance in 1963 to a national focal point 
of Cleveland-style polkas, attracting 
polka fans from all over America to 
join the festivities. Mr. Petkovsek was 
instrumental in founding the United 
Slovenian Society, the Cleveland-Slo-
venian Radio Club, the East 185th 
Street Business Association, and the 
American Slovenian Polka Founda-
tion. Notably, Mr. Petkovsek served on 
the Ohio Arts Council under Gov. 
George Voinovich. 

His contributions to Cleveland-style 
polka have been widely recognized over 
the years. Some of these honors have 
included the Federation of Slovenian 
Homes’ ‘‘Man of the Year’’ in 1966, his 
induction into the St. Joseph High 
School Hall of Fame in 1987 and his in-
duction into the National Broadcasters 
Hall of Fame in 1991. Mr. Petkovsek 
was also recognized with a merit badge 
by the President of Slovenia, Danilo 
Turk, in 2012 for his service to the 
country of Slovenia and to Slovenians 
in Cleveland. 

I would like to honor Tony 
Petkovsek for his contributions to 
Cleveland-style polka and to the Cleve-
land Slovenian community. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

UCLA BRUINS NCAA 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in congratulating 
the University of California, Los Ange-
les baseball team for winning the 2013 
National Collegiate Athletics Associa-
tion, NCAA, Division I College World 
Series. On June 25, the UCLA Bruins 
capped off a magical season and earned 
their first baseball national champion-
ship by sweeping the Mississippi State 
Bulldogs. 

This victory wouldn’t have been pos-
sible without the determination and 
teamwork of the skilled and dedicated 
players and the devoted coaching and 
training staff, led by head coach John 
Savage. The 2013 Bruins showed these 
extraordinary qualities all season, fin-
ishing with a 49–17 record and match-
ing a school record with 21 wins in the 
Pac-12 conference play. 

During the NCAA Regionals and 
Super Regionals, the Bruins began 
their undefeated march through the 
postseason by defeating worthy and 
spirited opponents from San Diego 
State, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, the 
University of San Diego, and Cal State 
Fullerton en route to earning their 
third trip in 4 years to the prestigious 
College World Series in Omaha, NE. 

In the College World Series, the Bru-
ins unleashed a historic display of 
overpowering pitching, steady defense, 
and timely hitting to defeat competi-
tion from Louisiana State, North Caro-
lina State, the University of North 
Carolina, and Mississippi State to cap-
ture the first national championship in 
UCLA baseball history. The Bruins be-
came the first championship team to 
allow one run or fewer in every College 
World Series game. In total, the Bruins 
allowed just 14 runs during their domi-
nant 10–0 run through the NCAA tour-
nament. 

True to their reputation as a team of 
great resolve and determination, the 
Bruins were bolstered by contributions 
from every player on their roster. They 
worked together to ensure that the 
College World Series trophy will fi-
nally make its way to UCLA, a school 
with a rich baseball tradition that in-
cludes Jackie Robinson, who honed his 
prodigious skills before becoming a Na-
tional Baseball Hall of Famer and na-
tional hero. With the addition of the 
College World Series trophy, the UCLA 
Hall of Champions will now boast an 
unmatched 109 NCAA team champion-
ships. 

It is my pleasure to congratulate 
UCLA students, families, alumni, fac-
ulty, and Bruin fans, as they celebrate 
their 2013 National Collegiate Athletics 
Association Division I College World 
Series victory and their remarkable 
and memorable season.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING LUKE SHEEHY 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring the 
life of Luke Sheehy, a loving son, de-
voted friend, and courageous fire-
fighter. Luke Sheehy passed away on 
June 10, 2013, succumbing to injuries he 
sustained while heroically combating a 
wildfire in the Modoc National Forest. 
He was 28 years old. 

Luke Sheehy was born in Susanville, 
CA, graduated from Susanville High 
School, and attended the Shasta Col-
lege Fire Academy. After serving as a 
firefighter with the California Depart-
ment of Forestry and the Bureau of 
Land Management’s Diamond Moun-
tain Hotshots, Luke became a U.S. 
Forest Service Smokejumper, para-
chuting from airplanes to fight fires in 
remote and hard-to-access areas, help-
ing to train new smokejumpers and 
earning respect for his strong work 
ethic and leadership abilities. 

Those who knew him best will re-
member Luke as a genuine friend who 
loved his family and enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, snowboarding and the piano, 
guitar and fiddle. 

My heart goes out to Luke’s family, 
loved ones, and colleagues, and my 
thoughts and prayers are with them. 

Luke Sheehy, like all those who fight 
fires across California, put his life on 
the line to protect our families and 
communities. We are forever indebted 
to him for his courage, service and sac-
rifice, and he will be dearly missed.∑ 
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