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truly a prosecutor’s prosecutor. His 
life’s work has been about law enforce-
ment. 

He began in the U.S. Department of 
Justice as an assistant U.S. attorney in 
the Southern District of New York. He 
rose to become Deputy Chief of the 
Criminal Division. He soon moved to 
the job of managing assistant U.S. at-
torney for the Eastern District of Vir-
ginia, where his superiors recognized 
his exceptional ability, his remarkable 
combination of scholarship, and prac-
tical sense of investigation. 

When they assigned to him responsi-
bility for the terrorist attack on the 
Khobar barracks in Saudi Arabia, he 
quickly delivered 14 indictments and 
earned another promotion. This time 
he was promoted to become the U.S. 
attorney for the Southern District of 
New York. His service there was recog-
nized as remarkably distinguished and 
successful, especially in overseeing 
that office’s terrorism investigations 
and prosecutions. He made a priority of 
corporate crime—white-collar crime. 

He never feared to take on the tough-
est of challenges. He prosecuted big 
businesses but also terrorism. He re-
ceived the Director’s Award for supe-
rior performance and the Henry L. 
Stimson Medal from the New York 
City Bar Association. 

He became Deputy Attorney General, 
the second highest ranking official at 
the Department of Justice. In that 
job—and much has been written about 
this incident in his professional life— 
he demonstrated unbelievable and pas-
sionate dedication to the rule of law by 
standing up to his own superiors and in 
speaking truth to power on a variety of 
issues but most especially when he 
stood up to some of the President’s 
men, and his own superiors, in saying 
he would stand for personal constitu-
tional rights at a time when they were 
threatened. He has been a person of in-
tegrity and dedication to the rule of 
law—bigger than any single person 
throughout his career—even in the face 
of that kind of tremendous pressure. 

In my conversations with him, he has 
also committed himself to the vigorous 
and zealous pursuit of gun violence. I 
have spoken to him publicly and pri-
vately about this issue. He testified in 
response to my questions, and others, 
and clearly demonstrated his commit-
ment to effective enforcement of exist-
ing and improved laws, such as back-
ground checks and a ban on straw pur-
chases and illegal trafficking. 

He has also committed himself pub-
licly, and in his conversation with me, 
to a continued crackdown on human 
trafficking. I wish to thank and com-
mend the FBI for its stunningly suc-
cessful arrests of 150 pimps. They res-
cued 105 children in a nationwide 
crackdown—literally within the past 24 
to 48 hours—including 6 children in 
New Haven, CT. 

This stunning success shows dramati-
cally—including the rescue of six chil-
dren in Connecticut—how this invis-
ible, pernicious scourge can hit close to 

home. It has hit home in Connecticut. 
I saw it, as attorney general of our 
State, as a crime, a predatory scourge 
that hits men and women and chil-
dren—most searingly and 
heartbreakingly, children who are 
forced into labor or into sexual exploi-
tation. 

The FBI’s crackdown shows that an 
effective partnership involving local 
police—like law enforcement in New 
Haven, CT, where six children were res-
cued—along with State and Federal 
law enforcement can effectively crack 
down on this scourge. The FBI is to be 
commended and so is Mr. Comey for his 
commitment to combat this problem. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time is expired. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent for 2 ad-
ditional minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. As I said, I com-

mend the FBI and I thank them for 
this effective action and Mr. Comey for 
his commitment to continuing that 
crackdown on human trafficking. 

I also thank his wife and his family, 
his five children, for their generosity in 
becoming an adoption family; that is, 
adopting children, through the licensed 
foster parents program in Connecticut. 
I thank them for becoming foster par-
ents, I should say more accurately, and 
caring for infants and toddlers. They 
have also donated money to create a 
foundation to support children who age 
out of foster care. 

He is truly a man dedicated to public 
service. We will be proud of him as an 
effective and able leader of the FBI in 
a challenging time. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2014 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 1243, which 
the clerk will report. 

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows: 

A bill (S. 1243) making appropriations for 
the Departments of Transportation, and 
Housing and Urban Development, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2014, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Murray (for Cardin) modified amendment 

No. 1760, to require the Secretary of Trans-
portation to submit to Congress a report re-
lating to the condition of lane miles and 
highway bridge deck. 

Coburn amendment No. 1750, to prohibit 
funds from being directed to Federal employ-
ees with unpaid Federal tax liability. 

Coburn amendment No. 1751, to prohibit 
Federal funding of union activities by Fed-
eral employees. 

Coburn amendment No. 1754, to prohibit 
Federal funds from being used to meet the 
matching requirements of other Federal pro-
grams. 

Murphy amendment No. 1783, to require 
the Secretary of Transportation to assess 
the impact on domestic employment of a 
waiver of the Buy America requirement for 
Federal-aid highway projects prior to issuing 
the waiver. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut. 

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

GUN VIOLENCE 
Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, let 

me associate myself with the remarks 
of my colleague from Connecticut, Sen-
ator BLUMENTHAL, as well as the major-
ity leader, who was here earlier today, 
and Senator KLOBUCHAR—all speaking 
on behalf of our nominee to head the 
ATF, as well as Senator BLUMENTHAL’s 
remarks on behalf of Fairfield, CT, 
resident James Comey to be the head 
of the FBI. Very few agencies, other 
than the ATF and the FBI, are more 
intricately involved in the preserva-
tion of the health and safety of the 
American public, and we deserve to 
have votes on those nominees tonight 
and this week. 

But I also want to associate myself 
with the other remarks Senator KLO-
BUCHAR made. She talked about our ob-
ligation as a body to reverse these very 
damaging sequester cuts to NIH fund-
ing for medical research, and she listed 
some very compelling stories about 
men and women who have had their 
lives saved, preserved, lengthened be-
cause of discoveries made through 
medical research. 

It is a reminder to the Senate and to 
the House—to anyone who treads upon 
these two floors—that we hold life and 
death in our hands with the decisions 
we make. We decide when we choose to 
fund or not fund the NIH as to whether 
we are going to give life to people who 
are waiting on those kinds of cures and 
treatments. 

But, similarly, we make decisions 
about life and death when we choose 
not to act, when we choose to do noth-
ing, to sit pat. In this case we make a 
decision to allow people to die in this 
country—specifically 6,633 people since 
December 14—when we make a choice 
to do nothing about the scourge of gun 
violence that continues to plague this 
Nation. 

I have tried to come down here every 
single week—as Senator KLOBUCHAR 
did in speaking about the effects of 
funding medical research in very per-
sonal terms—to talk about the implica-
tions of doing nothing when it comes 
to the increasing levels of gun violence 
in this country, in similarly personal 
terms. 

December 14, of course, for most peo-
ple is easily recognized as the date 
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when 20 6- and 7-year-olds were killed 
in Sandy Hook, CT, along with 6 adults 
who cared for them, as well as the gun-
man and his mother. Since that day, 
6,633 people have been killed by guns at 
a rate of about 30 a day—the highest of 
any civilized nation in the world, and 
we do nothing. 

One of those, on July 14, was Horsley 
Shorter, Jr. Horsley managed a Family 
Dollar store in Tampa, FL. Junior, as 
he was known, had some kids come in 
occasionally who would try to take 
things out of the store or try to steal. 
When he had to report them to the po-
lice, he would. But this was a very 
gentle man, and more often than not 
he would pull the kids aside and try to 
talk through things with them to try 
to help them understand what they 
were doing and what the implications 
were. 

He would never do anything to insti-
gate a fight, his friend said. In fact, his 
last words to one of his coworkers was 
‘‘the pen is mightier than the sword.’’ 

What happened that day was an 
armed robber came into the store and 
demanded money from the clerk. Ac-
cording to police, Shorter was inside 
the office, and he was shot when he ran 
out to try to help his coworker who 
was at the counter. The robber then 
forced the clerk at gunpoint into the 
parking lot, where he stole the clerk’s 
car and used it to escape. According to 
one friend, Shorter was very close to 
that coworker, took him under his 
wing, which was the reason he ran out 
into harm’s way to try to save him. 

This friend said: 
I believe that’s why that young guy is alive 

[today]. Junior wasn’t going to watch no-
body die. He gave his life for him. 

About 2 weeks earlier, on July 2, 
Chanice Reed, 22, and Annette Reed, 
her mother, as well as Eddie McCuin, a 
10-year-old, were shot in a triple mur-
der in Fort Worth, TX. 

An hour after the shooter killed his 
pregnant girlfriend, her mother, and 
her little brother, he walked into the 
Forest Hill Police Department, telling 
officers to arrest him because he ‘‘did 
something bad.’’ He was 22 years old. 
He had a history of domestic violence. 
He was sentenced to 1 year of deferred 
adjudication probation because of as-
sault. 

Because of a domestic dispute, and 
because of his easy access to guns, in 
order to resolve this disagreement, he 
shot his pregnant girlfriend, her moth-
er, and her 10-year-old little brother. 

Just a couple days ago, in Bridge-
port, CT, Pablo Aquino died. He was 27 
years old. He was described as a ‘‘hum-
ble man.’’ He was always down at the 
baseball field helping kids because he 
had a son playing baseball there. 

He spent his days at the Fairfield 
County Hunting Club in Westport, 
where he tended to horses. 

He got into an argument—a simple 
argument—when the suspect decided 
that the best way to solve this argu-
ment was to turn a gun on Pablo, kill-
ing him. 

The next day, the community had a 
vigil for him. The vigil was to remem-
ber him but also because they did not 
have enough money for a funeral. So as 
the vigil was going on, one of his 
friends stood out on the corner with an 
empty tin can of iced-tea mix, asking 
passersby to contribute a couple cents 
for a funeral that was expected to cost 
$2,000. 

Over the July 4 period, there were 
three shootings in New Haven, CT. 

At around 10:30 on Wednesday night, 
police said somebody shot and killed 
19-year-old Errol Marshal. His body 
was discovered on the front porch of a 
home, pronounced dead at the scene. 

At the same time, investigators 
found Courtney Jackson, a 26-year-old, 
suffering from a gunshot wound to the 
stomach. 

Brian Gibson, 23, of New Haven, was 
shot outside of a public housing com-
plex shortly thereafter. 

All three shootings were connected. 
All three shootings are due to the fact 
that too many kids and too many 
young adults today do not know how to 
resolve their disputes any other way 
than getting a gun, and also because in 
a city such as New Haven guns are like 
water; they are all over the place. They 
are all over the place because this body 
does not pass legislation to keep guns 
out of the hands of criminals. We 
refuse to pass a bill making it a Fed-
eral crime to illegally traffic guns. 

All those seem very dissimilar from 
Newtown. But then there are ones you 
hear about that strike you as so simi-
lar to the reason why I am here today 
talking about this, because of the 26 
people who died at the Sandy Hook El-
ementary School. 

Not much more than a month after 
Newtown, the Griego family was killed, 
all in one fell swoop, in Albuquerque, 
NM—Greg, 51; Sarah, 40; Zephania, 9; 
Jael, 5; and Angelina, 2. The parents 
were killed by their son, the little girls 
and boy killed by their brother. Nehe-
miah was 15 years old when he took a 
semiautomatic weapon to kill his fam-
ily. Like Adam Lanza, the shooter in 
Newtown, Nehemiah was a troubled 
teen—more troubled than anyone 
around could have realized. Like Adam 
Lanza, he took out his rage on his fam-
ily, first killing his mother while she 
lay sleeping in her bed. Like Adam 
Lanza, he had plans to continue his 
killing spree. He was going to go to the 
local Wal-Mart before he was stopped. 
He was anticipating getting into a fire-
fight with the police. And like Adam 
Lanza, he used an assault weapon that 
was readily available to him in his own 
home. 

Greg, 51; Sarah, 40; Zephania, 9; Jael, 
5; Angelina, 2—5 of the 6,633 people—30 
or so a day—who have been killed by 
guns since December 14. We are not 
going to stop them all by passing a 
piece of legislation on the Senate floor. 
Background checks will not bring 6,600 
people back, nor will a ban on human 
trafficking, nor will a ban on the sale 
of 30-round magazines or assault weap-

ons. But they will absolutely bring 
some of those people back. They will 
absolutely lessen the rate below 30 a 
day. 

I am going to continue to come down 
to the floor week after week to tell the 
stories of victims of gun violence, to 
give them a voice on the floor of the 
Senate, so that someday, some time, 
hopefully soon, this place will wake up 
to the fact that we do have responsi-
bility over life and death on the floor 
of the Senate, and it is about time, 
when it comes to the rising incidents of 
gun violence across this country, we do 
something about it. 

I yield back the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF JAMES B. COMEY, 
JR., TO BE DIRECTOR OF THE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES-
TIGATION—Resumed 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider 
the following nomination, which the 
clerk will report. 

The assistant bill clerk read the 
nomination of James B. Comey, Jr., of 
Connecticut, to be Director of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time until 5:30 
p.m. shall be equally divided and con-
trolled in the usual form. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the 
quorum call be divided equally between 
the majority and minority. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. MURRAY. I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING 
APPROPRIATIONS 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 
want to notify all of our colleagues 
that Senator COLLINS and I have been 
working together with many of our col-
leagues on amendments to the trans-
portation and housing bill over the 
past week. I want to be very clear— 
that work is continuing. The majority 
leader has made clear that we are 
going to keep working on amendments 
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