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A nurse practitioner told me about 

another case in which her collabo-
rating physician had just lost her fa-
ther and was not available. As a con-
sequence, the patient experienced a 
two-day delay in getting needed care 
while they waited to get the paperwork 
signed by another physician. Another 
nurse practitioner pointed out that it 
is ridiculous that she can order phys-
ical and occupational therapy in a 
subacute facility but cannot order 
home health care. One of her patients 
had to wait eleven days after being dis-
charged before his physical and occupa-
tional therapy could continue simply 
because the home health agency had 
difficulty finding a physician to certify 
the continuation of the same therapy 
that the nurse practitioner had been 
able to authorize when the patient was 
in the facility. 

The Home Health Care planning Im-
provement Act will help to ensure that 
our Medicare beneficiaries get the 
home health care that they need when 
they need it by allowing physician as-
sistants, nurse practitioners, clinical 
nurse specialists and certified nurse 
midwives to order home health serv-
ices. Our legislation is supported by 
the National Association for Home 
Care and Hospice, the American Nurses 
Association, the American Academy of 
Physician Assistants, the American 
College of Nurse Practitioners, the 
American College of Nurse Midwives, 
the American Academy of Nurse Prac-
titioners and the Visiting Nurse Asso-
ciations of America. I urge all of my 
colleagues to join us as cosponsors of 
this important legislation. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 198—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT THE GOVERN-
MENT OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERA-
TION SHOULD TURN OVER ED-
WARD SNOWDEN TO UNITED 
STATES AUTHORITIES, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES 

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself and Mr. 
SCHUMER) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 198 

Whereas Edward Snowden leaked classified 
information to various sources including the 
Guardian and the Washington Post; 

Whereas Mr. Snowden fled the United 
States to Hong Kong on May 20, 2013, with 
multiple laptops containing highly classified 
information; 

Whereas, on June 5, 2013, the press reported 
classified information relating to the na-
tional security of the United States; 

Whereas Mr. Snowden’s actions have com-
promised the national security of the United 
States; 

Whereas, on June 9, 2013, Mr. Snowden pub-
licly stated, ‘‘I have no intention of hiding 
who I am because I know I have done noth-
ing wrong.’’; 

Whereas, on June 23, 2013, Mr. Snowden de-
parted Hong Kong en route to Moscow, Rus-
sia; 

Whereas Mr. Snowden has been staying on 
Russian territory in the Sheremetyevo Air-
port since his arrival; 

Whereas the Sheremetyevo Airport is part 
of the sovereign territory of the Russian 
Federation; 

Whereas, on June 14, 2013, the United 
States Government filed a criminal com-
plaint against Edward Snowden for charges 
under section 641 (relating to theft of Gov-
ernment property), section 793(d) (relating to 
unauthorized communication of national de-
fense information), and section 798(a)(3) (re-
lating to the willful communication of clas-
sified communications intelligence informa-
tion to an unauthorized person) of title 18, 
United States Code. 

Whereas Mr. Snowden has stated his inten-
tions to continue to leak classified informa-
tion and poses a continuing threat to the se-
curity of the United States; 

Whereas Mr. Snowden has applied for asy-
lum in at least 21 countries, including a 
number of countries with some of the worst 
human rights records, including the Russian 
Federation, Cuba, Venezuela, Nicaragua, Bo-
livia, and Ecuador; 

Whereas, on July 16, 2013, Mr. Snowden ap-
plied for temporary asylum in the Russian 
Federation in order to facilitate his transit 
to Latin America; 

Whereas the Department of State Human 
Rights Report for 2012 cites the Russian Fed-
eration’s restrictions on civil liberties and 
the denial of due process, allegations of tor-
ture and excessive force by law enforcement 
officials; life-threatening prison conditions; 
interference in the judiciary and the right to 
a fair trial; abridgement of the right to pri-
vacy; restrictions on minority religions; 
widespread corruption; societal and official 
intimidation of civil society and labor activ-
ists; limitations on the rights of workers; 
trafficking in persons; and attacks on mi-
grants and select religious and ethnic mi-
norities; 

Whereas, on July 6, 2013, President of Ven-
ezuela Nicolas Maduro offered asylum to 
Snowden, stating, ‘‘In the name of America’s 
dignity. . . I have decided to offer humani-
tarian asylum to Edward Snowden.’’; 

Whereas the Department of State Human 
Rights Report for 2012 cites the Government 
of Venezuela for corruption, inefficiency, and 
politicization in the judicial system; govern-
ment actions to impede freedom of expres-
sion; harsh and life-threatening prison condi-
tions; government use of the judiciary to in-
timidate and selectively prosecute political, 
union, business, and civil society leaders who 
were critical of government policies or ac-
tions; government harassment and intimida-
tion of privately-owned television stations, 
other media outlets, and journalists 
throughout the year, using threats, fines, 
property seizures, targeted regulations, and 
criminal investigations and prosecutions; 
and failure to provide for due process rights, 
physical safety, and humane conditions for 
inmates, which contributed to widespread vi-
olence, riots, injuries, and deaths in prisons; 

Whereas, on June 25, 2013, President of 
Russia Vladmir Putin stated that the Rus-
sian Federation would never extradite Ed-
ward Snowden to the United States; 

Whereas, on July 16, 2013, White House 
spokesman Jay Carney stated that Mr. 
Snowden should be expelled from the Rus-
sian Federation and returned to the United 
States to face trial, stating, ‘‘He is not a 
human rights activist, he is not a dissident. 
He is accused of leaking classified informa-
tion.’’; and 

Whereas, on July 16, 2013, President Putin 
stated that Mr. Snowden ‘‘came to our terri-
tory without invitation, we did not invite 
him’’ and that ‘‘[we] have certain relations 
with the United States and we don’t want 

[Snowden] to damage our ties’’: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that— 

(1) the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion’s continued willingness to provide shel-
ter to Edward Snowden is negatively impact-
ing bilateral relations with the United 
States; 

(2) the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion should immediately turn Edward 
Snowden over to the appropriate United 
States authorities so he can stand trial in 
the United States; 

(3) the President should consider options, 
including recommending a different location 
for the September 2013 G20 summit in St. Pe-
tersburg, Russia, should the Russian Federa-
tion continue to allow shelter for Mr. 
Snowden; and 

(4) the United States Government should 
consider all economic and diplomatic options 
when pursuing Mr. Snowden. 

f 

NOTICE OF HEARINGS 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 

AND PENSIONS 
Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to 

announce that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will meet in open session on 
Tuesday, July 23, 2013, at 10 a.m. in 
room 430 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Hearing on National Labor Relations 
Board Nominees.’’ 

For further information regarding 
this meeting, please contact Sarah 
Cupp of the committee staff on (202) 
224–5441. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
announce that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will meet in executive session on 
Wednesday, July 24, 2013, at 10 a.m. in 
room 430 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building to mark-up the nominations 
of Kent Yoshiho Hirozawa, to be a 
Member of the National Labor Rela-
tions Board and Nancy Jean Schiffer, 
to be a Member of the National Labor 
Relations Board, as well as any addi-
tional nominations cleared for action. 

For further information regarding 
this meeting, please contact the Com-
mittee at (202) 224–5375. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I would 
like to announce for the information of 
the Senate and the public that a hear-
ing has been scheduled before Sub-
committee on Public Lands, Forests, 
and Mining. The hearing will be held 
on Tuesday, July 30, 2013, at 10:00 a.m. 
in room SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the following bills: 

S. 37, to sustain the economic development 
and recreational use of National Forest Sys-
tem land and other public land in the State 
of Montana, to add certain land to the Na-
tional Wilderness Preservation System, to 
release certain wilderness study areas, to 
designate new areas for recreation, and for 
other purposes; 

S. 343, to provide for the conveyance of cer-
tain Federal land in Clark County, Nevada, 
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for the environmental remediation and rec-
lamation of the Three Kids Mine Project 
Site, and for other purposes; 

S. 364, to establish the Rocky Mountain 
Front Conservation Management Area, to 
designate certain Federal land as wilderness, 
and to improve the management of noxious 
weeds in the Lewis and Clark National For-
est, and for other purposes; 

S. 404, to preserve the Green Mountain 
Lookout in the Glacier Peak Wilderness of 
the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National For-
est; 

S. 753, to provide for national security ben-
efits for White Sands Missile Range and Fort 
Bliss; 

S. 1169, to withdraw and reserve certain 
public land in the State of Montana for the 
Limestone Hills Training Area, and for other 
purposes; 

S. 1294, to designate as wilderness certain 
public land in the Cherokee National Forest 
in the State of Tennessee, and for other pur-
poses; 

S. 1300, to amend the Healthy Forests Res-
toration Act of 2003 to provide for the con-
duct of stewardship end result contracting 
projects; 

S. 1301, to provide for the restoration of 
forest landscapes, protection of old growth 
forests, and management of national forests 
in the eastside forests of the State of Oregon; 

S. 1309, to withdraw and reserve certain 
public land under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary of the Interior for military uses, and 
for other purposes; 

H.R. 507, to provide for the conveyance of 
certain land inholdings owned by the United 
States to the Pascua Yaqui Tribe of Arizona, 
and for other purposes; 

H.R. 862, to authorize the conveyance of 
two small parcels of land within the bound-
aries of the Coconino National Forest con-
taining private improvements that were de-
veloped based upon the reliance of the land-
owners in an erroneous survey conducted in 
May 1960; 

H.R. 876, to authorize the continued use of 
certain water diversions located on National 
Forest System land in the Frank Church- 
River of No Return Wilderness and the 
Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness in the State of 
Idaho, and for other purposes, and; 

H.R. 993 and S. 507, to provide for the con-
veyance of certain parcels of National Forest 
System land to the city of Fruit Heights, 
Utah. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record should send it to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, United States Senate, 304 
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC 20510–6150, or by email to 
JohnlAssini@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact please contact David Brooks (202) 
224–9863, or John Assini (202) 224–9313. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I would 
like to announce for the information of 
the Senate and the public that a hear-
ing has been scheduled before the Sub-
committee on National Parks. The 
hearing will be held on Wednesday, 
July 31, 2013, at 2:30 p.m. in room SD– 
366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the following bills: 

S. 398, to establish the Commission to 
Study the Potential Creation of a National 

Women’s History Museum, and for other pur-
poses; 

S. 524, to amend the National Trails Sys-
tem Act to provide for the study of the Pike 
National Historic Trail; 

S. 618, to require the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to conduct certain special resource stud-
ies; 

S. 702, to designate the Quinebaug and 
Shetucket Rivers Valley National Heritage 
Corridor as ‘‘The Last Green Valley National 
Heritage Corridor’’; 

S. 781, to modify the boundary of Yosemite 
National Park, and for other purposes; 

S. 782, to amend Public Law 101–377 to re-
vise the boundaries of the Gettysburg Na-
tional Military Park to include the Gettys-
burg Train Station, and for other purposes; 

S. 869, to establish the Alabama Black Belt 
National Heritage Area, and for other pur-
poses; 

S. 925, to improve the Lower East Side 
Tenement National Historic Site, and for 
other purposes; 

S. 995, to authorize the National Desert 
Storm Memorial Association to establish the 
National Desert Storm and Desert Shield 
Memorial as a commemorative work in the 
District of Columbia, and for other purposes; 

S. 974, to provide for certain land convey-
ances in the State of Nevada, and for other 
purposes; 

S. 1044, to direct the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to install in the area of the World War 
II Memorial in the District of Columbia a 
suitable plaque or an inscription with the 
words that President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
prayed with the United States on D-Day, 
June 6, 1944; 

S. 1071, to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to make improvements to support 
facilities for National Historic Sites oper-
ated by the National Park Service, and for 
other purposes; 

S. 1138, to reauthorize the Hudson River 
Valley National Heritage Area; 

S. 1151, to reauthorize the America’s Agri-
cultural Heritage Partnership in the State of 
Iowa; 

S. 1157, to reauthorize the Rivers of Steel 
National Heritage Area, the Lackawanna 
Valley National Heritage Area, the Delaware 
and Lehigh National Heritage Corridor, and 
the Schuylkill River Valley National Herit-
age Area; 

S. 1168, to reauthorize the Essex National 
Heritage Area; 

S. 1252, to amend the Wild and Scenic Riv-
ers Act to designate segments of the 
Missisquoi River and the Trout River in the 
State of Vermont, as components of the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers System; 

S. 1253, to amend the Wild and Scenic Riv-
ers Act to designate certain segments of the 
Farmington River and Salmon Brook in the 
State of Connecticut as components of the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, and 
for other purposes; 

H.R. 674, to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to study the suitability and feasi-
bility of designating prehistoric, historic, 
and limestone forest sites on Rota, Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, as a 
unit of the National Park System; 

H.R. 885, to expand the boundary of the 
San Antonio Missions National Historical 
Park, and for other purposes; 

H.R. 1033 and S. 916, to authorize the acqui-
sition and protection of nationally signifi-
cant battlefields and associated sites of the 
Revolutionary War and the War of 1812 under 
the American Battlefield Protection Pro-
gram, and 

H.R. 1158, to direct the Secretary of the In-
terior to continue stocking fish in certain 
lakes in the North Cascades National Park, 
Ross Lake National Recreation Area, and 
Lake Chelan National Recreation Area. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record should send it to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, United States Senate, 304 
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC 20510–6150, or by email to 
John_Assini@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact please contact David Brooks (202) 
224–9863 or John Assini (202) 224–9313. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I would 
like to announce for the information of 
the Senate and the public that a hear-
ing has been scheduled before the Sen-
ate Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources. The hearing will be held on 
Tuesday, July 30, 2013, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room 366 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building. 

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on S. 1240, the Nuclear 
Waste Administration Act of 2013. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record may do so by 
sending it to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, United States 
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510–6150, or 
by e-mail to Lauren_Goldschmidt@ 
energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Sam Fowler at (202) 224–7571, Dave 
Berick at (202) 224–2209, or Lauren 
Goldschmidt at (202) 224–5488. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on July 18, 2013, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
July 18, 2013, at 10:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on July 18, 
2013, at 9:30 a.m., in room 366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
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