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I expect continued discussions as the 

Senate process advances over the best 
way to craft the bill to reflect current 
reality on the ground but I want to 
build on the progress that has been 
made to this point. 

I also want to point out that none of 
our efforts will succeed unless Oregon 
Federal forests are also adequately 
funded to properly manage and restore 
these valuable Federal assets. I will 
fight, along with Senator MERKLEY and 
other stakeholders, for the funding to 
put our people back to work and re-
store the health of our forests. 

I thank the stakeholders that have 
continued to spend time and energy en-
gaged in discussions with me on the de-
tails of this legislation. I know there is 
further work ahead, and I look forward 
to working with them to get the legis-
lation ready for passage. 

I want to also express my gratitude 
to Governor Kitzhaber, who also under-
stands the importance of advancing ef-
forts to treat and restore Oregon’s for-
ests. He went to bat to putting state 
funding behind these efforts so I want 
to ensure that the Federal Government 
is also honoring its commitment to 
manage these Federal treasures and be 
a good neighbor to state and private 
lands. I appreciate his efforts and look 
forward to continuing to work with 
him. 

I am pleased to reintroduce this leg-
islation today, and I intend to keep 
working with all the folks in my State 
who are willing to talk in good faith 
about restoring our Eastside forests. I 
want to continue to get input from 
stakeholders on any further revisions 
to the bill and get a final product that 
will pass this Congress. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. 
KIRK, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. UDALL 
of New Mexico, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, and Mr. DURBIN): 

S. 1306. A bill to amend the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 in order to improve environmental 
literacy to better prepare students for 
postsecondary education and careers, 
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I am 
reintroducing bipartisan legislation to 
provide support for environmental edu-
cation in our Nation’s classrooms. I 
thank Senators KIRK, MURRAY, TOM 
UDALL, DURBIN, and WHITEHOUSE for 
agreeing to be original cosponsors of 
the No Child Left Inside Act of 2013. 

According to the National Associa-
tion for Environmental Education, 47 
states and the District of Columbia 
have taken steps towards developing 
plans to integrate environmental lit-
eracy into their statewide educational 
initiatives. In Rhode Island, organiza-
tions such as the Rhode Island Envi-
ronmental Education Association, 
Roger Williams Park Zoo, Save the 
Bay, the Nature Conservancy, and the 
Audubon Society, as well as countless 
schools and teachers, are offering edu-

cational and outdoor experiences that 
many children may never otherwise 
have, helping inspire them to learn. In 
partnership with the Rhode Island De-
partment of Education, these organiza-
tions have developed a statewide envi-
ronmental literacy plan that is now 
being put into action. 

Given the major environmental chal-
lenges we face today, our bill seeks to 
prioritize teaching our young people 
about their natural world. For more 
than three decades, environmental edu-
cation has been a growing part of effec-
tive instruction in America’s schools. 
Responding to the need to improve stu-
dent achievement and prepare students 
for the 21st century economy, many 
schools throughout the Nation now 
offer some form of environmental edu-
cation. 

Yet, environmental education is fac-
ing a significant challenge, and re-
mains out of reach for too many chil-
dren. With many schools being forced 
to scale back or eliminate environ-
mental programs, fewer and fewer stu-
dents are able to take part in related 
classroom instruction and field inves-
tigations, however effective or in de-
mand these programs are. 

The No Child Left Inside Act would 
increase environmental literacy among 
elementary and secondary students by 
encouraging and providing assistance 
to states for the development and im-
plementation of environmental lit-
eracy plans and promoting professional 
development for teachers on how to in-
tegrate environmental literacy and 
field experiences into their instruction. 

The legislation would also support 
partnerships with high-need school dis-
tricts to initiate, expand, or improve 
their environmental education cur-
riculum, and for replication and dis-
semination of effective practices. Fi-
nally, the legislation would support 
interagency coordination and reporting 
on environmental education opportuni-
ties across the Federal Government. 
This legislation has broad support 
among national and State environ-
mental and educational groups. 

The American public recognizes that 
the environment is a central issue to 
our future health and well-being. In the 
private sector, business leaders also in-
creasingly believe that an environ-
mentally literate workforce is critical 
to their long-term success. They recog-
nize that better, more efficient envi-
ronmental practices improve the bot-
tom line and help position their compa-
nies for the future. 

Environmental education helps pre-
pare the next generation with the 
skills and knowledge necessary to be 
competitive in the global economy. 
Studies have shown that it enhances 
student achievement in science and 
other core subjects and increases stu-
dent engagement and critical thinking 
skills. And it promotes healthy life-
styles by encouraging kids to get out-
side. 

That is why I encourage my col-
leagues to cosponsor the bipartisan No 

Child Left Inside Act and to join with 
Senator KIRK and me to include its pro-
visions into the reauthorization of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 196—TO CON-
STITUTE THE MAJORITY PAR-
TY’S MEMBERSHIP ON CERTAIN 
COMMITTEES FOR THE ONE HUN-
DRED THIRTEENTH CONGRESS, 
OR UNTIL THEIR SUCCESSORS 
ARE CHOSEN 

Mr. REID submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 196 
Resolved, That the following shall con-

stitute the majority party’s membership on 
the following committees for the One Hun-
dred Thirteenth Congress, or until their suc-
cessors are chosen: 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, 
AND FORESTRY: Ms. Stabenow (Chairman), 
Mr. Leahy, Mr. Harkin, Mr. Baucus, Mr. 
Brown, Ms. Klobuchar, Mr. Bennet, Mrs. 
Gillibrand, Mr. Donnelly, Ms. Heitkamp, and 
Mr. Casey. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION: Mr. Rockefeller (Chair-
man), Mrs. Boxer, Mr. Nelson, Ms. Cantwell, 
Mr. Pryor, Mrs. McCaskill, Ms. Klobuchar, 
Mr. Warner, Mr. Begich, Mr. Blumenthal, 
Mr. Schatz, Mr. Heinrich, and Mr. Markey. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS: Mr. 
Menendez (Chairman), Mrs. Boxer, Mr. 
Cardin, Mrs. Shaheen, Mr. Coons, Mr. Dur-
bin, Mr. Udall of New Mexico, Mr. Murphy, 
Mr. Kaine, and Mr. Markey. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND ENTRE-
PRENEURSHIP: Ms. Landrieu (Chairman), Mr. 
Levin, Mr. Harkin, Ms. Cantwell, Mr. Pryor, 
Mr. Cardin, Mrs. Shaheen, Ms. Hagan, Ms. 
Heitkamp, and Mr. Markey. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
July 16, 2013, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
be authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on July 16, 2013, at 10 
a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on July 16, 2013, at 10 a.m. 
in room SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on July 16, 2013, at 10 a.m., to hold a 
hearing entitled, ‘‘A Hearing on S. 980, 
The Embassy Security and Personnel 
Protection Act of 2013.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions be authorized to meet, during the 
session of the Senate, in order to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Pooled Retire-
ment Plans: Closing the Retirement 
Plan Coverage Gap for Small Busi-
nesses’’ on July 16, 2013, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room 430 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on July 16, 
2013, at 3:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on July 16, 2013, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL AND 
CONTRACTING OVERSIGHT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Government 
Affairs’ Subcommittee on Financial 
and Contracting Oversight be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on July 16, 2013, at 9:30 a.m. to 
conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Imple-
mentation of Wartime Contracting Re-
forms.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Subcommittee 
on Water and Power of the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on July 16, 2013, at 2:30 
p.m., in room SD–366 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MAJORITY PARTY APPOINTMENTS 
FOR THE 113TH CONGRESS 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 196, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 196) to constitute the 
majority party’s membership on certain 
committees for the One Hundred Thirteenth 
Congress, or until their successors are cho-
sen. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, with no in-
tervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 196) was 
agreed to. 

(The resolution is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolu-
tions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY 
17, 2013 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
July 17, 2013; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day; that the ma-
jority leader be recognized; and that 
following the remarks of the two lead-
ers, the Senate proceed to executive 
session to consider Calendar No. 178, 
the Hochberg nomination, and the time 
until 10 a.m. be equally divided and 
controlled between the two leaders or 
their designees. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. BROWN. Tomorrow at 10 a.m. 
there will be a rollcall vote on the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on the Hochberg 
nomination. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order following the remarks of 
Senator THUNE. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from South Dakota. 
f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, last 
week a letter was sent to majority 
leader HARRY REID and minority leader 
NANCY PELOSI of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and I wish to read a few 
quotes from that letter. It says: 

When you and the President sought our 
support for the Affordable Care Act, you 

pledged that if we liked the health plans we 
have now, we could keep them. Sadly, that 
promise is under threat. Right now, unless 
you— 

Directed at the majority leader and 
the minority leader in the House— 
and the Obama Administration enact an eq-
uitable fix, the ACA— 

Or the Affordable Care Act, which 
some people refer to as ‘‘ObamaCare’’— 
will shatter not only our hard-earned health 
benefits, but destroy the foundation of the 40 
hour work week that is the backbone of the 
American middle class. 

The letter goes on to say: 
Since the Affordable Care Act was enacted, 

we have been bringing our deep concerns to 
the Administration, seeking reasonable reg-
ulatory interpretations to the statute that 
would help prevent the destruction of non- 
profit health plans. As you both know first- 
hand, our persuasive arguments have been 
disregarded and met with a stone wall by the 
White House and by the pertinent agencies. 

This is a letter that was, as I said, 
sent last week to the leaders in the 
House and in the Senate. I wish to 
quote a few more passages from that 
letter. 

We have a problem; you need to fix it. The 
unintended consequences of the Affordable 
Care Act are severe. Perverse incentives are 
already creating nightmare scenarios. 

First, the law creates an incentive for em-
ployers to keep employees’ work hours below 
30 hours a week. Numerous employers have 
begun to cut workers’ hours to avoid this ob-
ligation, and many of them are doing so 
openly. The impact is twofold: fewer hours 
means less pay while also losing our current 
health benefits. 

The summary of the letter at the end 
says: 

On behalf of the millions of working men 
and women we represent and the families 
they support, we can no longer stand silent 
in the face of elements of the Affordable 
Care Act that will destroy the very health 
and wellbeing of our members along with 
millions of other hardworking Americans. 

So when we look at this letter and 
the tone of the letter and some of the 
statements made in the letter, we see 
that it talks about destroying the 
health benefits of employees. It talks 
about nightmare scenarios being cre-
ated by perverse incentives in the Af-
fordable Care Act. As I said before, it 
says the Affordable Care Act will shat-
ter not only our hard-earned health 
benefits but destroy the foundation of 
the 40-hour workweek that is the back-
bone of the American middle class. 

If my colleagues are wondering who 
sent the letter—one might think it 
came from the National Federation of 
Independent Business or perhaps the 
National Association of Manufacturers, 
the chamber of commerce, or some 
business group that obviously has 
major concerns and issues with the im-
plementation of ObamaCare. But that 
letter came from Mr. James Hoffa, who 
is the general president of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Teamsters; it 
was cosigned by Joseph Hansen, the 
international president of the UFCW, 
and by D. Taylor, the president of 
UNITE–HERE—three major union or-
ganizations that are very concerned 
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