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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable WIL-
LIAM M. COWAN, a Senator from the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Spirit, we believe, but we
need You to remove our doubts. As our
lawmakers face daunting challenges,
give them an unwavering faith that
will not shrink when facing obstacles.
Imbue them with greater patience, and
make them constant in their commit-
ment to do Your will. Lord, help them
to cast their cares on You and leave to
You the consequences of their faithful
service. Prosper all they do today in
accordance with Your will and with
Your almighty power. Annul and over-
rule any poor decisions they make.

Lord, thank You for the faithful serv-
ice of Senator Mo COWAN. Bless him as
he prepares to leave the Senate.

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 26, 2013.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable WILLIAM M. COWAN, a
Senator from the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, to perform the duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. COWAN thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
leader remarks the Senate will resume
consideration of the immigration bill.
The time until 11:30 will be equally di-
vided between the two managers. The
filing deadline for all second-degree
amendments to both the substitute and
the bill is 10:30 today. At 11:30 there
will be three rollcall votes on the mo-
tion to waive the applicable budget
points of order, the adoption of the
Leahy amendment, as modified, and
the cloture vote on the committee-re-
ported substitute amendment.

———

IMMIGRATION REFORM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I think it is
appropriate that I say just a word or
two about the eight Senators who have
worked to get us to the point where we
are now. I was thinking this morning
that this is really America at its best.
Each one of those eight Senators does
not know, as I do not know, whether
this work they have done is going to
help them or hurt them in their polit-
ical careers. But this is one of those op-
portunities where I am confident that
they believe they are doing it for the
right reasons no matter what the polit-
ical consequences are.

We have a broken immigration sys-
tem. They have led us to a path to be
able to fix it—but for them we would

continue with this broken immigration
system—which, as we know now from
the reports we got from the Congres-
sional Budget Office, is going to help
tremendously reduce our deficit for the
next two decades by $1 trillion—$1 tril-
lion.

When people came before this legisla-
tion and said: We have to do this legis-
lation because it is good for the secu-
rity of this Nation and good for the
economy, people really did not know if
they were speaking the truth. Well, we
know now. That is absolutely true. It
improves the security. We see what is
going to happen with the border. We
are going to have 40,000 Border Patrol
agents. We are going to have all meth-
ods to make sure that border is secure
and the northern border is secure. In
addition to that, it is going to improve
our economy significantly.

I applaud and congratulate those
eight Senators for the remarkably good
work they have done.

It was 6 a.m. when immigration offi-
cials came to take Maria Espinoza’s
husband away in handcuffs. She walked
out the front door to hand her husband
his lunch money and watched as he was
loaded in a truck and carted to an im-
migration detention center. That is a
fancy word for a jail. He was not a
criminal. He works hard, pays his
taxes, and he is a good father and a
good husband. But Jorge is in the coun-
try without the proper immigration pa-
perwork, so he spent a month in this
jail. Maria, who is also an undocu-
mented immigrant, was also set to be
deported but was able to remain at
home with her teenage daughter, who
is, by the way, a U.S. citizen. Maria
and Jorge were basically able to secure
a stay of deportation, but they live
with the fear that they will be torn
away from their family and deported to
a country they have not set foot in in
25 years.

They came from Mexico. They have
made their home in Las Vegas. They
have been there for 256 years—almost as
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long as they have been married. In Ne-
vada, Maria and Jorge have a large and
vibrant family. They have two daugh-
ters and a son, and now they have an 8-
month-old grandson as well. They have
loving friends and a tight-knit commu-
nity. In Mexico, the country where
they were born, they do not know a
single soul except a really old relative.

Because Maria and Jorge are undocu-
mented immigrants, they live with the
fear every minute of every day—and
sometimes as they awaken at night—
that they will have to leave the coun-
try they love, the United States. Maria
lives with the fear that she will have to
say goodbye to their children and her
grandson. Here is what she said yester-
day:

When you lose your mother or your father,
you are an orphan. When you lose your hus-
band, you are a widow. What do they call it
when you lose a child, when you are sepa-
rated from a child? There is no name for
that.

Maria and Jorge’s family members
are all legally present in the United
States. Maria and Jorge’s youngest
daughter, a freshman in college, was
born in the United States. So was their
grandson.

A directive issued last year by Presi-
dent Obama allowed their two oldest
children, both of whom are married to
U.S. citizens, to obtain their legal resi-
dency. The President’s directive sus-
pended deportation for 800,000 DREAM-
ers—young people brought to America
illegally when they were children and
in many instances just babies. But mil-
lions of family members of those young
DREAMers do not qualify for legal sta-
tus or an earned pathway to citizen-
ship. Millions of mixed-status families
worry every day that a loved one—a
parent, a spouse, a sibling—will be torn
away from them at any time. That is
why it is crucial that Congress pass
this bipartisan legislation.

This is reform legislation that pro-
tects and preserves families. We need
to do it right now. I am happy the Sen-
ate will pass such a bill this week. A
permanent, commonsense solution to
our dysfunctional system is really in
sight. It is my hope our colleagues in
the House will follow the Senate’s lead
and work to pass bipartisan reform and
do it now because whether we serve in
the House or Senate, whether we hail
from red States or blue States, we
should all be able to agree that the cur-
rent system is broken. We should all be
able to agree that congressional action
is necessary.

I have seen firsthand the devastation
caused by our broken system. But each
time I have an opportunity to speak
with Nevadans about the urgent need
for action on immigration, I am re-
minded that this issue is personal to
them also. It is personal, as I have indi-
cated, to me, but it is just as personal
to Maria and Jorge. It is personal to 11
million other undocumented immi-
grants and tens of millions of their
U.S. citizen relatives, whose eyes are
turned toward Washington and whose
hearts are filled with hope.
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RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

————

WAR ON COAL

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday morning I made a prediction
about a speech the President was ex-
pected to give later in the day. I said
we could expect him to announce a
plan to impose the will of some of his
most radical backers on the American
middle class. I said he would be
undeterred by Congress’s rejection of
his national energy tax even when
Democrats held commanding majori-
ties in both Houses. I said he would an-
nounce his intention to push through
job-crushing regulations anyway but
this time largely through the back
door over the objections of many work-
ing-class Americans rather than
through the regular democratic proc-
ess. Lo and behold, that is essentially
what he did.

I was surprised by one thing, though,
and that was his continued effort to
play politics with the Keystone Pipe-
line jobs. Remember, we all know that
the oil this pipeline would carry is
going to come out of the ground either
way. It is going to come out of the
ground whether or not he approves it.
In other words, whether he gives ap-
proval to the pipeline or not, the oil is
coming out of the ground. The only
question is whether that energy and
those jobs will go to America or wheth-
er they will be allowed to travel across
the Pacific to governments that harbor
terrible environmental records to begin
with.

That is just one reason why the Key-
stone Pipeline has enjoyed such broad
bipartisan support here in the Senate.
Even Big Labor—a sector that is usu-
ally supportive of the President—is all
behind the Keystone Pipeline. Yet, yes-
terday, when the President had the op-
portunity to side with the working-
class families across the country by ap-
proving the pipeline, he took another
pass—just took a pass.

Sometimes you have to wonder about
this administration. In making deci-
sions such as these, you have to wonder
if they truly understand the worries
most Americans have to contend with
in the Obama economy. I have long
warned, for example, that the White
House was determined—determined—to
wage a war on coal. They denied it, of
course, but only just long enough to
get through the last election. So it is
not a coincidence that the President
did not give his speech before the elec-
tion or that he gave it at a university
that symbolizes the DC elite rather
than somewhere in coal country. He
should have made this speech down at
Morehead State University in my State
or the University of Pikeville in my
State. That would have been the place
to make the speech, not here in town.
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Now the President’s supporters seem
all too happy to admit there is a war
on coal. Just yesterday an adviser to
the White House said, ‘A war on coal is
exactly what’s needed.” You have to
give him points for candor.

Look, Republicans are all for devel-
oping the fuels and the energies of the
future. We are all for that. We just
think it should come about as part of
an all-of-the-above strategy, which is
exactly what the White House said it
supported too back before the election.
But now with the election year over,
the truth comes out.

In truth, the administration seems to
adhere to a dogma that could best be
described as ‘‘none of the above’’—not
“all of the above’” but ‘“‘none of the
above, except a couple of things that
make our base happy.” I would note
that such an approach is basically non-
sense since it ignores what is necessary
to keep our country’s growing energy
needs met in order to move toward a
future where renewables look set to
play a greater role because it simply
tries to pretend that it will not take
years, if not decades, for these other
types of energy to come online in a
way that will truly meet our energy
needs.

In a phrase, it is a strategy that sub-
ordinates almost everything to poli-
tics. That is why Republicans believe a
true all-of-the-above strategy means
developing wind, solar, natural gas, oil,
and coal, and embracing American jobs
that come along with producing Amer-
ican energy.

Here is what we believe it absolutely
does not mean: It does not mean pick-
ing out a class of vulnerable people and
declaring war on them. There is a de-
pression in central Appalachia, which
includes eastern Kentucky, because of
the government itself, this administra-
tion. Sometimes people in Washington
forget the decisions here actually af-
fect the lives of others. I am often left
to wonder, do they not care?

Of course, coal is an important indus-
try to my State, and I am going to de-
fend Kentucky workers from out-of-
touch Washington attacks, but it is
pretty naive to think it is just about
Kentucky, West Virginia, or Pennsyl-
vania. As I said yesterday, a war on
coal is actually a war on jobs. Coal is
important to our entire country. It is
critical to the growth of manufac-
turing, and it is important to our na-
tional economy.

One can say a coal miner in Ken-
tucky relies on coal for their well-
being, just as a line worker in a manu-
facturing plant that uses coal relies on
it too. Pretty much everyone who lives
or works in a building with electricity
relies on coal in some way. That is why
even some in the President’s party are
trying to distance themselves from his
approach.

As one of my Senate Democratic col-
leagues put it yesterday:

The fact is clear: our own Energy Depart-
ment reports that our country will get 37
percent of our energy from coal until 2040.
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