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Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EC-1975. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Division of Coal Mine Workers’
Compensation, Office of Workers’ Compensa-
tion Programs, Department of Labor, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“‘Black Lung Benefits Act: Stand-
ards for Chest Radiographs’ (RIN1240-AA07)
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on June 13, 2013; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-1976. A communication from the Acting
Chief Policy Officer, Legislative and Regu-
latory Department, Pension Benefit Guar-
anty Corporation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Benefits
Payable in Terminated Single-Employer
Plans; Interest Assumptions for Valuing and
Paying Benefits” (29 CFR Part 4022) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on June 13, 2013; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-1977. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fenpyroximate; Pesticide Toler-
ances” (FRL No. 9388-2) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on June
12, 2013; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1978. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Bacillus pumilus strain BU F-33; Ex-
emption from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance’”’ (FRL No. 9389-2) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on June 12,
2013; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC-1979. A communication from the Acting
Director of the Office of Regulatory Affairs
and Collaborative Action, Policy, Manage-
ment and Budget, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Acquisition Regula-
tions; Buy Indian Act; Procedures for Con-
tracting” (RIN1090-AB03) received on June
13, 2013; to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

EC-1980. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of National Drug Control Policy,
Executive Office of the President, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled
‘““High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas Pro-
gram 2013 Report to Congress’’; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

EC-1981. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, con-
sistent with the War Powers Act, a report
relative to deployments of U.S. Armed
Forces for combat (0SS-2013-0859); to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Ms. MIKULSKI:

S. 1172. A bill to amend the definition of a
law enforcement officer under subchapter III
of chapter 83 and chapter 84 of title 5, United
States Code, respectively, to ensure the in-
clusion of certain positions; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself, Mr.
WARNER, and Ms. COLLINS):

S. 1173. A bill to affirm the authority of the
President to require independent regulatory
agencies to comply with regulatory analysis
requirements applicable to executive agen-
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cies, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.
By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Mr. CHAMBLISS, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. NELSON, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. CASEY):

S. 1174. A bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the 65th Infantry Regiment,
known as the Borinqueneers; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN:

S. 1175. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to establish a program to pro-
vide loans and loan guarantees to enable eli-
gible public entities to acquire interests in
real property that are in compliance with
habitat conservation plans approved by the
Secretary of the Interior under the Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

By Mr. VITTER:

S. 1176. A bill to impose a fine with respect
to international remittance transfers if the
sender is unable to verify legal status in the
United States, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

By Mr. VITTER:

S. 1177. A bill to authorize the Moving to
Work Charter program to enable public hous-
ing agencies to improve the effectiveness of
Federal housing assistance, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND:

S. 1178. A bill to better integrate engineer-
ing education into kindergarten through
grade 12 instruction and curriculum and to
support research on engineering education;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Ms.
AYOTTE):

S. 1179. A bill to improve the coordination
of export promotion programs and to facili-
tate export opportunities for small busi-
nesses, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, and Mr. BENNET):

S. 1180. A bill to amend title XI of the So-
cial Security Act to provide for the public
availability of Medicare claims data; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
ENzI, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. BARRASSO,
Mr. BEGICH, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. CORNYN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr.
CRAPO, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. ISAKSON,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. CAR-

PER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. COONS, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mrs. HAGAN, Mr. NEL-
SON, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. STABENOW,

Mr. TESTER, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 1181. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exempt certain stock of
real estate investment trusts from the tax
on foreign investments in United States real
property interests, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. UDALL of Colorado (for him-
self, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr.
UDALL of New Mexico, Mr. BEGICH,
Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr. LEE):

S. 1182. A bill to modify the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act of 1978 to require
specific evidence for access to business
records and other tangible things, and pro-
vide appropriate transition procedures, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr.
MURPHY):

S.J. Res. 18. A joint resolution proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of the
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United States to clarify the authority of
Congress and the States to regulate corpora-
tions, limited liability companies or other
corporate entities established by the laws of
any State, the United States, or any foreign
state; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. UDALL of New Mexico (for
himself, Mr. BENNET, Mr. HARKIN, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. TESTER, Mrs. BOXER, Mr.
CooNSs, Mr. KING, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, and Mr. UDALL of Colorado):

S.J. Res. 19. A joint resolution proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States relating to contributions and
expenditures intended to affect elections; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
BURR, Mr. COBURN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
ENZzI, and Mr. DURBIN):

S. Res. 173. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 2013 as ‘‘National Child Awareness
Month” to promote awareness of charities
benefitting children and youth-serving orga-
nizations throughout the United States and
recognizing efforts made by those charities
and organizations on behalf of children and
youth as critical contributions to the future
of the United States; considered and agreed
to.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. SESSIONS, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
ROBERTS, and Mr. CORKER):

S. Res. 174. A resolution designating June
20, 2013, as ‘“American Eagle Day’’, and cele-
brating the recovery and restoration of the
bald eagle, the national symbol of the United
States; considered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 132
At the request of Mr. REID, his name
was added as a cosponsor of S. 132, a
bill to provide for the admission of the
State of New Columbia into the Union.
S. 313
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 313, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for the
tax treatment of ABLE accounts estab-
lished under State programs for the
care of family members with disabil-
ities, and for other purposes.
S. 316
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
316, a bill to recalculate and restore re-
tirement annuity obligations of the
United States Postal Service, to elimi-
nate the requirement that the United
States Postal Service prefund the Post-
al Service Retiree Health Benefits
Fund, to place restrictions on the clo-
sure of postal facilities, to create in-
centives for innovation for the United
States Postal Service, to maintain lev-
els of postal service, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 367
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
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KIiNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
367, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to repeal the Medi-
care outpatient rehabilitation therapy
caps.
S. 403
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) and the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. UDALL) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 403, a bill to amend the
Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 to address and take action
to prevent bullying and harassment of
students.
S. 528
At the request of Mrs. HAGAN, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 528, a bill to amend the Higher
Education Opportunity Act to restrict
institutions of higher education from
using revenues derived from Federal
educational assistance funds for adver-
tising, marketing, or recruiting pur-
poses.
S. 554
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) and the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS) were added as
cosponsors of S. 554, a bill to provide
for a biennial budget process and a bi-
ennial appropriations process and to
enhance oversight and the performance
of the Federal Government.
S. 557
At the request of Mrs. HAGAN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 557, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to im-
prove access to medication therapy
management under part D of the Medi-
care program.
S. 562
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING) and the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 562, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide for the coverage of marriage
and family therapist services and men-
tal health counselor services under
part B of the Medicare program, and
for other purposes.
S. 569
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 569, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to count a pe-
riod of receipt of outpatient observa-
tion services in a hospital toward satis-
fying the 3-day inpatient hospital re-
quirement for coverage of skilled nurs-
ing facility services under Medicare.
S. 579
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
579, a bill to direct the Secretary of
State to develop a strategy to obtain
observer status for Taiwan at the tri-
ennial International Civil Aviation Or-
ganization Assembly, and for other
purposes.
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S. 623
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 623, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to en-
sure the continued access of Medicare
beneficiaries to diagnostic imaging
services.
S. 635
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) and the Senator from
Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON) were added as
cosponsors of S. 635, a bill to amend the
Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act to provide an
exception to the annual written pri-
vacy notice requirement.
S. 650
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 650, a bill to amend title
XXVII of the Public Health Service Act
to preserve consumer and employer ac-
cess to licensed independent insurance
producers.
S. 676
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 676, a bill to prevent tax-
related identity theft and tax fraud.
S. 7
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
names of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) and the Senator from
Arkansas (Mr. PRYOR) were added as
cosponsors of S. 717, a bill to direct the
Secretary of Energy to establish a pilot
program to award grants to nonprofit
organizations for the purpose of retro-
fitting nonprofit buildings with energy-
efficiency improvements.
S. 742
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
742, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 and the Small Busi-
ness Act to expand the availability of
employee stock ownership plans in S
corporations, and for other purposes.
S. 765
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
765, a bill to help provide relief to State
education budgets during a recovering
economy, to help fulfill the Federal
mandate to provide higher educational
opportunities for Native American In-
dians, and for other purposes.
S. 783
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 783, a bill to amend the Helium Act
to improve helium stewardship, and for
other purposes.
S. 815
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) and the Sen-
ator from Nevada (Mr. REID) were
added as cosponsors of S. 815, a bill to
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prohibit the employment discrimina-
tion on the basis of sexual orientation
or gender identity.
S. 842
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 842, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide for an extension of the Medi-
care-dependent hospital (MDH) pro-
gram and the increased payments
under the Medicare low-volume hos-
pital program.
S. 852
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 852, a bill to improve health care
furnished by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs by increasing access to
complementary and alternative medi-
cine and other approaches to wellness
and preventive care, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 896
At the request of Mr. BEGICH, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 896, a bill to amend title
IT of the Social Security Act to repeal
the Government pension offset and
windfall elimination provisions.
S. 913
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 913, a bill to amend the Na-
tional Oilheat Research Alliance Act of
2000 to reauthorize and improve that
Act, and for other purposes.
S. 942
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 942, a bill to eliminate discrimina-
tion and promote women’s health and
economic security by ensuring reason-
able workplace accommodations for
workers whose ability to perform the
functions of a job are limited by preg-
nancy, childbirth, or a related medical
condition.
S. 967
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the names of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. COWAN) and the Senator
from Washington (Ms. CANTWELL) were
added as cosponsors of S. 967, a bill to
amend title 10, United States Code, to
modify various authorities relating to
procedures for courts-martial under
the Uniform Code of Military Justice,
and for other purposes.
S. 1009
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. CHAMBLISS) and the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1009, a bill to reauthor-
ize and modernize the Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1091
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
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(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1091, a bill to provide for
the issuance of an Alzheimer’s Disease
Research Semipostal Stamp.
S. 1106
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. UDALL), the Senator from Alaska
(Mr. BEGICH) and the Senator from
California (Mrs. BOXER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1106, a bill to improve
the accuracy of mortgage underwriting
used by Federal mortgage agencies by
ensuring that energy costs are included
in the underwriting process, to reduce
the amount of energy consumed by
homes, to facilitate the creation of en-
ergy efficiency retrofit and construc-
tion jobs, and for other purposes.
S. 1117
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1117, a bill to prepare dis-
connected youth for a competitive fu-
ture.
S. 1143
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1143, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act with
respect to physician supervision of
therapeutic hospital outpatient serv-
ices.
S. 1159
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1159, a bill to amend the Equal
Credit Opportunity Act to prohibit dis-
crimination on account of sexual ori-
entation or gender identity when ex-
tending credit.
S. 1166
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. CHAMBLISS) and the Senator from
Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1166, a bill to amend
the National Labor Relations Act to
provide for appropriate designation of
collective bargaining units.
S.J. RES. 16
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S.J. Res. 16, a joint resolution pro-
posing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States to limit the
power of Congress to impose a tax on a
failure to purchase goods or services.
S. CON. RES. 6
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Con. Res. 6, a concurrent resolu-
tion supporting the Local Radio Free-
dom Act.
S. RES. 60
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 60, a resolution sup-
porting women’s reproductive health.
S. RES. 151
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
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KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 1561, a resolution urging the Gov-
ernment of Afghanistan to ensure
transparent and credible presidential
and provincial elections in April 2014
by adhering to internationally accept-
ed democratic standards, establishing a
transparent electoral process, and en-
suring security for voters and can-
didates.
S. RES. 172

At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) and the Senator from
Florida (Mr. RUBIO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 172, a resolution
designating the first Wednesday in Sep-
tember 2013 as ‘‘National Polycystic
Kidney Disease Awareness Day’” and
raising awareness and understanding of
polycystic kidney disease.

AMENDMENT NO. 1196

At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1196 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 744, a bill to provide for
comprehensive immigration reform
and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 1197

At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1197 proposed to S. 744,
a bill to provide for comprehensive im-
migration reform and for other pur-
poses.

AMENDMENT NO. 1228

At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1228 proposed to S. 744,
a bill to provide for comprehensive im-
migration reform and for other pur-
poses.

At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
names of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) and the Senator from Wis-
consin (Mr. JOHNSON) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 1228 pro-
posed to S. 744, supra.

AMENDMENT NO. 1239

At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name
of the Senator from Nebraska (Mrs.
FISCHER) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1239 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 744, a bill to provide for
comprehensive immigration reform
and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 1240

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 1240 intended to
be proposed to S. 744, a bill to provide
for comprehensive immigration reform
and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 1251

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) and the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) were added
as cosponsors of amendment No. 1251
intended to be proposed to S. 744, a bill
to provide for comprehensive immigra-
tion reform and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 1261

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the

name of the Senator from Missouri
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(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 1261 intended to be
proposed to S. 744, a bill to provide for
comprehensive immigration reform
and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1262
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 1262 intended to be
proposed to S. 744, a bill to provide for
comprehensive immigration reform
and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1278
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Maine
(Mr. KING) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1278 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 744, a bill to provide for

comprehensive immigration reform
and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1295
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the

names of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) and the Senator from Utah
(Mr. LEE) were added as cosponsors of
amendment No. 1295 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 744, a bill to provide for
comprehensive immigration reform
and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1297

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 1297 intended to be
proposed to S. 744, a bill to provide for
comprehensive immigration reform
and for other purposes.

———————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN:

S. 1175. A bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to establish a
program to provide loans and loan
guarantees to enable eligible public en-
tities to acquire interests in real prop-
erty that are in compliance with habi-
tat conservation plans approved by the
Secretary of the Interior under the En-
dangered Species Act of 1973, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to introduce the Infrastruc-
ture Facilitation and Habitat Con-
servation Act of 2013.

This legislation will make it easier
for communities across the Nation to
improve their public infrastructure by
providing access to cost-effective Fed-
eral loan guarantees to mitigate the
impacts of growth on the environment
and endangered species.

This bill authorizes a 10-year pilot
program, to be administered jointly by
the Secretaries of the Interior and
Treasury, making credit more readily
available to eligible public entities
which are sponsors of Habitat Con-
servation Plans, HCPs, under section 10
of the Endangered Species Act of 1973.

Habitat Conservation Plans were au-
thorized by an amendment to the En-
dangered Species Act in 1982 as a
means to permanently protect the
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