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S. RES. 154

Whereas democracy, human rights, and
civil liberties are universal values and funda-
mental principles of the foreign policy of the
United States;

Whereas an essential element of demo-
cratic self-government is for leaders to be
chosen and regularly held accountable
through elections that are organized and
conducted in a manner that is free, fair, in-
clusive, and consistent with international
standards;

Whereas governments in which power does
not derive from free and fair elections lack
democratic legitimacy;

Whereas elections in Iran are marred by
the disqualification of candidates based on
their political views, the absence of credible
international observers, widespread intimi-
dation and repression of candidates, political
parties, and citizens, and systemic electoral
fraud and manipulation;

Whereas elections in Iran consistently in-
volve severe restrictions on freedom of ex-
pression, assembly, and association, includ-
ing censorship, surveillance, disruptions in
telecommunications, and the absence of a
free media;

Whereas the current president of Iran came
to office through an election on June 12, 2009,
that was widely condemned in Iran and
throughout the world as neither free nor fair
and provoked large-scale peaceful protests
throughout Iran;

Whereas authorities in Iran continue to
hold several candidates from the 2009 elec-
tion under house arrest;

Whereas the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran banned more than 2,200 can-
didates from participating in the March 2,
2012, parliamentary elections and refused to
allow domestic or international election ob-
servers to oversee those elections;

Whereas the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran seeks to prevent the people
of Iran from accessing news and information
by disrupting access to the Internet, includ-
ing blocking e-mail and social networking
sites, limiting access to foreign news and
websites, and developing a national Internet
that will facilitate government censorship of
news and information, and by jamming
international broadcasts such as the Voice of
America Persian News Network and Radio
Farda, a Persian language broadcast of
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty;

Whereas authorities in Iran have an-
nounced that a presidential election will be
held on June 14, 2013; and

Whereas the Guardian Council and the Su-
preme Leader of Iran have blocked numerous
candidates from participating in the June 14,
2013, presidential election: Now, therefore be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recalls Senate Resolution 386, 112th
Congress, agreed to March 5, 2012, which
called for free and fair elections in Iran;

(2) reaffirms the commitment of the
United States to democracy, human rights,
civil liberties, and the rule of law, including
the universal rights of freedom of assembly,
freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and
freedom of association;

(3) expresses support for freedom, human
rights, civil liberties, and rule of law in Iran,
and for elections that are free and fair;

(4) expresses strong support for the people
of Iran in their peaceful calls for a represent-
ative and responsive democratic government
that respects human rights, civil liberties,
and the rule of law;

(5) condemns the widespread human rights
violations of the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran;

(6) calls on the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to respect freedom of ex-
pression and association in Iran by—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(A) holding elections that are free, fair,
and responsive to the people of Iran, includ-
ing by refraining from disqualifying can-
didates for political reasons;

(B) ending arbitrary detention, torture,
and other forms of harassment against media
professionals, human rights defenders and
activists, and opposition figures, and releas-
ing all individuals detained for exercising
freedom of the press, assembly, association,
and expression;

(C) lifting legislative restrictions on free-
dom of the press, assembly, association, and
expression; and

(D) allowing the Internet to remain free
and open and allowing domestic and inter-
national media to operate freely;

(7) calls on the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to allow international elec-
tion monitors to be present for the June 14,
2013, election; and

(8) urges the President of the United
States, the Secretary of State, and other
world leaders—

(A) to express support for the rights and
freedoms of the people of Iran, including to
democratic self-government;

(B) to engage with the people of Iran and
support their efforts to promote human
rights and democratic reform, including sup-
porting civil society organizations that pro-
mote democracy and governance;

(C) to support policies and programs that
preserve free and open access to the Internet
in Iran; and

(D) to condemn elections that are not free
and fair and that do not meet international
standards.

———————

WORLD ELDER AWARENESS
ABUSE DAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate proceed to S.
Res. 171, which was submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 171) designating June
15, 2013, “World Elder Abuse Awareness
Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

———

WORLD ELDER ABUSE
AWARENESS DAY

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, today I
rise in recognition of June 15 as World
Elder Abuse Awareness Day. This Sat-
urday will be the eighth commemora-
tion since the day was first established
in 2006. By observing World Elder
Abuse Awareness Day, we are joining
organizations around the world to raise
awareness and support existing efforts
to combat the serious problem of elder
abuse in all forms.

Every year, millions of older Ameri-
cans are abused, neglected, or ex-
ploited, with an estimated 84 percent of
these cases going unreported. This
problem is particularly relevant for my
constituents in the great State of Flor-
ida, which has the highest proportion
of individuals over age 65 in the United
States. As chairman of the Special
Committee on Aging, I will shine a
spotlight on this issue and work with
my colleagues to eradicate and hold ac-
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countable those that would take ad-
vantage of our seniors.

I am proud of the State of Florida’s
leadership to raise awareness about
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day. For
example, the Seminole County Triad—
a collaborative of local law enforce-
ment, public safety, and senior organi-
zations in Seminole County, FL—will
host its eighth annual World Elder
Abuse Awareness Day symposium. The
focus this year will be on Alzheimer’s,
an area the Aging Committee has and
will continue to work on as this session
of Congress continues.

The University of Miami Health Sys-
tem Center on Aging will host a
webcast on financial exploitation and
its impact on the health of older
adults. This webcast, along with simi-
lar informational events being held
throughout our country and the world,
provide essential information for pro-
fessionals who work with seniors.

Our 11 area agencies on aging are on
the frontlines of helping older Florid-
ians. They share a common informa-
tion and referral system, making ac-
cess to services faster and more effi-
cient. By calling 1-800-96-ELDER, indi-
viduals receive advice and information
on a range of issues, including health
care, housing, nutrition, abuse preven-
tion, and other social programs. One of
these agencies, Elder Options, recently
moved to a new location in Gainesville,
allowing them to better provide vital
services to seniors living in 16 different
counties in the mid-Florida region.

Florida is also home to the Elder
Rights Center of Excellence at the
Palm Beach-Treasure Coast Area Agen-
cy on Aging. Led by director Mary
Jones, the Elder Rights Center con-
ducted 24 trainings for over 670 dif-
ferent professions, provided over 3,100
hours of service, and assisted over 4,400
senior crime victims last year in Palm
Beach County. It also has a staffer
dedicated to working solely on finan-
cial abuse.

I am proud of these events, and all
those events that will be held this year
that aim to protect our seniors from
harm. World Elder Abuse Awareness
Day is not only a time to recognize and
support these efforts but also to criti-
cally examine what further steps can
be taken. As Chairman of the Senate
Special Committee on Aging, I will
continue to work on eradicating elder
abuse as one of many issues that are
critical to ensure the health health and
economic security of older Americans.

In honor of the many advocates
working tirelessly to combat elder
abuse throughout the United States
and the world, I am pleased to recog-
nize June 15 as World Elder Abuse
Awareness Day.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The resolution (S. 171) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I apologize
to everyone for having to wait. We
were trying to get some things cleared,
and it didn’t work.

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, JUNE 17,
2013

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that when the Senate completes its
business today, it adjourn until 2 p.m.
on Monday, June 17; that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day; and that following
any leader remarks, the Senate be in a
period of morning business until 5 p.m.,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each; that
following morning business, the Senate
proceed to executive session under the
previous order; finally, that when the
Senate resumes legislative session fol-
lowing the vote on the Gonzales nomi-
nation, the Senate resume consider-
ation of S. 744, the immigration bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the next
rollcall vote will be at 5:30 p.m. on
Monday.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
JUNE 17, 2013, AT 2 P.M.

Mr. REID. If there is no further busi-
ness to come before the Senate, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
stand adjourned under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:03 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
June 17, 2013, at 2 p.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

MORRIS K. UDALL AND STEWART L. UDALL
FOUNDATION

MARK THOMAS NETHERY, OF KENTUCKY, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE MORRIS K.
UDALL AND STEWART L. UDALL FOUNDATION FOR A
TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 6, 2018, VICE ERIC D.
EBERHARD, TERM EXPIRED.

CHARLES P. ROSE, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE MORRIS K. UDALL AND
STEWART L. UDALL FOUNDATION FOR A TERM EXPIRING
MAY 26, 2019, VICE ROBERT BOLDREY, TERM EXPIRED.

LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

JOHN GERSON LEVI, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE LEGAL SERVICES
CORPORATION FOR A TERM EXPIRING JULY 13, 2014. (RE-
APPOINTMENT)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

SAMANTHA POWER, OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO BE THE
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

June 13, 2013

TO THE UNITED NATIONS, WITH THE RANK AND STATUS
OF AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY, AND THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL
OF THE UNITED NATIONS.

SAMANTHA POWER, OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO BE REP-
RESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO
THE SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
UNITED NATIONS DURING HER TENURE OF SERVICE AS
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE UNITED NATIONS.

STEPHANIE SANDERS SULLIVAN, OF NEW YORK, A CA-
REER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE,
CLASS OF MINISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF THE
CONGO.

JOSEPH Y. YUN, OF OREGON, A CAREER MEMBER OF
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO MALAYSIA.

————

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate June 13, 2013:
THE JUDICIARY

NITZA I. QUINONES ALEJANDRO, OF PENNSYLVANIA,
TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EAST-
ERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANTIA.

JEFFREY L. SCHMEHL, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN
DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANTIA.

———

WITHDRAWAL

Executive Message transmitted by
the President to the Senate on June 13,
2013 withdrawing from further Senate
consideration the following nomina-
tion:

AVRIL D. HAINES, OF NEW YORK, TO BE LEGAL AD-
VISER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, VICE HAROLD

HONGJU KOH, RESIGNED, WHICH WAS SENT TO THE SEN-
ATE ON APRIL 18, 2013.
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