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and continuing our legacy of un-
matched innovation and entrepreneur-
ship.

The United States has a proud his-
tory of providing entrepreneurs from
around the world the freedom and re-
sources to turn an idea into a success-
ful venture. Well-known U.S. compa-
nies such as Google, Yahoo, Intel,
Pfizer and eBay all began as startups

that were founded by immigrants.
These businesses have grown into
multibillion-dollar industry leaders

that provide thousands of Americans
with high-paying jobs in cutting-edge
fields.

The number of jobs offered by
startups is dropping off. While this is
partly due to the economic downturn it
is also because of our Nation’s broken
immigration system. Many of the
world’s best and brightest minds are
finding that our current visa restric-
tions discourage them from launching
new companies here. This is a major
competitive disadvantage, and one that
runs counter to our Nation’s history of
fostering foreign-born innovators, such
as Albert Einstein or Andrew Carnegie.

More worrisome is that while we try
to work out a solution to our broken
immigration laws, our foreign competi-
tors are catching up and, in some
cases, passing us by in many of the
fields we once dominated. In 2009, for
the first time in recent memory, for-
eign innovators were awarded more
patents than Americans pioneers. Only
a decade earlier, U.S.-based entre-
preneurs were awarded almost 57 per-
cent of all patents worldwide. We must
work quickly and in a bipartisan man-
ner to reverse this trend. The Startup
Visa Act of 2013 is a strong and simple
step that will reward foreign
innovators, pioneers and entrepreneurs
for creating jobs in America. Put sim-
ply, this legislation will help protect
America’s position as the global leader
in innovation.

We do not have to look far for evi-
dence that our broken immigration
system is hurting our economy. We
only need to look at our Canadian
neighbors. The Canadian founders of
Vanilla Forums, an innovative and
fast-growing company, whose products
are used by websites around the world
to host online forum discussions, spent
a summer in my home State of Colo-
rado participating in a mentorship pro-
gram with U.S.-based entrepreneurs
and investors. Despite the numerous
investors who were interested in fund-
ing Vanilla Forums and developing the
company in Colorado, concerns about
the founders’ ability to obtain visas
won out. As a result, Vanilla Forums is
a successful company that is hiring
employees at its headquarters in Mon-
treal, Quebec.

America has tremendous untapped
potential for innovation and it is our
responsibility to give our Nation every
opportunity to remain globally com-
petitive. By passing the Startup Visa
Act of 2013 we can create high paying
jobs here in the United States, and help
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ensure that the next globally trans-
formative company is based in Amer-
ica. This legislation is bipartisan and
fiscally responsible; it will spur private
investment and it will help put our
economy back on track. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in support of this
important legislation.

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 21—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 14, 2013, AS
“NATIONAL  SOLIDARITY DAY
FOR COMPASSIONATE PATIENT
CARE”

Mr. LAUTENBERG submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. REsS. 21

Whereas the National Solidarity Day for
Compassionate Patient Care promotes na-
tional awareness of the importance of com-
passionate and respectful relationships be-
tween health care professionals and their pa-
tients as reflected in attitudes that are sen-
sitive to the values, autonomy, cultural, and
ethnic backgrounds of patients and families;

Whereas individuals and groups of medical
professionals and students stand in soli-
darity to support compassion in health care
as expressed by Dr. Randall Friese, triage
physician at the University of Arizona Med-
ical Center who, when queried, stated that
the most important treatment he provided
to Congress member Gabrielle Giffords after
she was shot on January 8, 2011, was to hold
her hand and reassure her that she was in
the hospital and would be cared for;

Whereas physicians, nurses, all other
health care professionals, and medical facili-
ties are charged with providing both the art
and science of medicine;

Whereas a greater awareness of the impor-
tance of compassion in health care encour-
ages health care professionals to be mindful
of the need to treat the patient rather than
the disease;

Whereas scientific research illustrates that
when health care professionals practice
humanistically; demonstrating the qualities
of integrity, excellence, compassion, altru-
ism, respect, empathy, and service, their pa-
tients have better medical outcomes; and

Whereas February 14th would be an appro-
priate day to designate as National Soli-
darity Day for Compassionate Patient Care
and to celebrate it by health care students
and professionals performing humanistic
acts of compassion and kindness toward pa-
tients, families of patients, and health care
colleagues: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates February 14, 2013, as ‘‘Na-
tional Solidarity Day for Compassionate Pa-
tient Care’’;

(2) recognizes the importance and value of
a respectful relationship between health care
professionals and their patients as a means
of promoting better health outcomes; and

(3) encourages all health care professionals
to be mindful of the importance of both—

(A) being humanistic and compassionate;
and

(B) providing technical expertise.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 22—RECOG-
NIZING THE GOALS OF CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS WEEK AND HONORING
THE VALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. VITTER (for himself, Ms. LAN-
DRIEU, and Mr. JOHANNS) submitted the
following resolution, which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REsS. 22

Whereas Catholic schools in the United
States have received international acclaim
for academic excellence while providing stu-
dents with lessons that extend far beyond
the classroom;

Whereas Catholic schools present a broad
curriculum that emphasizes the lifelong de-
velopment of moral, intellectual, physical,
and social values in the young people of the
United States;

Whereas Catholic schools in the United
States today educate 2,031,455 students and
maintain a student-to-teacher ratio of 13 to
1

Whereas the faculty members of Catholic
schools teach a highly diverse body of stu-
dents;

Whereas the graduation rate for all Catho-
lic school students is 99 percent;

Whereas 85 percent of Catholic high school
graduates go on to college;

Whereas Catholic schools produce students
who are strongly dedicated to faith, values,
families, and communities by providing an
intellectually stimulating environment rich
in spiritual character and moral develop-
ment; and

Whereas in the 1972 pastoral message con-
cerning Catholic education, the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops stated, ‘‘Edu-
cation is one of the most important ways by
which the Church fulfills its commitment to
the dignity of the person and building of
community. Community is central to edu-
cation ministry, both as a necessary condi-
tion and an ardently desired goal. The edu-
cational efforts of the Church, therefore,
must be directed to forming persons-in-com-
munity; for the education of the individual
Christian is important not only to his soli-
tary destiny, but also the destinies of the
many communities in which he lives.”’: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the goals of Catholic Schools
Week, an event cosponsored by the National
Catholic Educational Association and the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops that recognizes the vital contribu-
tions of thousands of Catholic elementary
and secondary schools in the United States;
and

(2) commends Catholic schools, students,
parents, and teachers across the United
States for ongoing contributions to edu-
cation and for playing a vital role in pro-
moting and ensuring a brighter, stronger fu-
ture for the United States.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on January 30, 2013, at 10 a.m., in
room SH-216 of the Hart Senate Office
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled
“What Should America Do About Gun
Violence?”’
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Sterling
Laudon, Sarah Weaver, Rebecca Nolan,
Kevin Murray, Will Stein, and Will
Kellogg, staff on the Finance Com-
mittee, be granted the privilege of the
floor for the 113th Congress.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

—————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—H.R. 325

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that following leader re-
marks tomorrow, Thursday, January
31, the Senate proceed to the consider-
ation of Calendar No. 7, H.R. 325; that
the following amendments, the text of
which is at the desk, be the only first-
degree agreements in order to the bill—
Portman, dollar for dollar cuts, S. 43
text; Portman, government shutdown
prevention, S. 29 text; Toomey, full
faith and credit; and Paul, prohibition
of F-16s to Egypt; that the only motion
to commit in order to the bill be a Vit-
ter motion to commit regarding spend-
ing cuts; that the time until 12:15 p.m.
be for debate on the amendments, mo-
tion, and the bill, to run concurrently
and be equally divided between the two
leaders or their designees, prior to
votes in relation to the amendments
and the Vitter motion in the order list-
ed; that upon disposition of the amend-
ments and the Vitter motion, the Sen-
ate proceed to a vote on passage of
H.R. 325, as amended, if amended; that
the amendments and the Vitter motion
be subject to a 60-affirmative-vote
threshold; that there be no amend-
ments in order to any of the amend-
ments or the Vitter motion prior to the
votes; finally, that there will be 2 min-
utes equally divided prior to each vote
and that all after the first vote be 10
minutes or less.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. INHOFE. Reserving the right to
object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. INHOFE. First of all, let me
make a comment, if I could, to the
Chair. It is my hope that we don’t have
sequestration with the military, with
the Defense Department. I have been
very much concerned about that. I am
going to do everything I can to pre-
clude that from happening. In the
event that did happen—we are looking
at about a month from now—I have an
amendment I wanted to put on this
bill. I could do it another way too, but
perhaps as a freestanding bill. I wish to
explain what it is, and then I wish to
ask the distinguished majority leader a
couple of questions.

The amendment I had, or that could
be in a freestanding bill, would give the
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Secretary of Defense the flexibility to
implement the cuts under the seques-
tration in the least harmful way pos-
sible, that would authorize him to have
the power to make adjustments within
the confines of the sequestration so if
there would not be any more money, it
would not change that. It would allow
the Chiefs to examine and determine
whether they could make some changes
to make something that could be cata-
strophic maybe less catastrophic. I
have supplied a copy to the leader’s of-
fice.

What I wish to do—I don’t want to
object to this, because I want to make
sure this continues. I wish to ask if I
could have some latitude to help me to
get this before the Senate so we could
accomplish this.

I would say this, through the Chair,
to the leader, that I have already
talked to not just the Chair of the
Joint Chiefs but all of the Chiefs. They
all say that in a period of 1 month,
quite frankly, they are starting right
now to see if there is something they
could put together to make it less on-
erous should we have to have that.

So I would like to ask if there is
something that could be done through
the leadership to help me get this done
if the worst should happen and we
should be faced with sequestration a
month from now.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. REID. Through the Chair to the
distinguished Senator from Oklahoma,
the ranking member of the Armed
Services Committee, as the leader for
the Republicans on that committee, he
understands the importance of the
military and what sequestration would
do. I have spoken to the distinguished
Senator previously—and, in fact, as
late as this morning we talked—and
there are Democrats who also believe
there should be some relief given in re-
gard to sequestration. The issue we
have to work through is how we have a
balance between the cuts in defense
and nondefense.

So there are many different ways we
could approach this, but I am com-
mitted to approaching it. I have said,
and I will continue to say, sequestra-
tion was a last resort. We thought we
would do better with the supercom-
mittee. We didn’t. So this is what we
are faced with. I hope we can all work
together to lessen the burden on de-
fense spending and, of course, non-
defense spending. That is what seques-
tration is all about. I am committed to
doing that.

I am happy to work with my friend
from Oklahoma. If he can’t find enough
allies, either Republicans or Demo-
crats, I will be happy to continue to
work with him to figure out a way we
can have this issue brought before the
Senate.

Mr. INHOFE. Through the Chair, I
would make a comment that many
times the distinguished leader has been
helpful, such as with the highway bill
and the pilots bill of rights and others,
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and I have to say I would not have been
able to get them through without that
support. What I would ask for is the
same support to help me overcome
some of the problems that would come
with sequestration.

To give an example, sequestration
would cancel flying operations for four
out of nine aircraft carriers, which
would take about 9 to 12 months to re-
store at a cost of two to three times as
much. What they could do with this
bill, which I plan to introduce tomor-
row, is have the latitude, while spend-
ing the same amount of money, to keep
the flying hours where they are so they
would not have to be restored in an-
other vehicle. Little things such as
that are significant.

It also would address the problems
we hear of every day from the Secre-
taries in the military—the various de-
partments and the Chiefs—having to do
with the other problems on the CR. So
this would address both of them and
give latitude and make it better.

I would just say I hope the leader
could assist me in getting this bill
through in a timely fashion that I will
be introducing tomorrow.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I think it is
my choice, and I am confident the
choice of the senior Senator from OKkla-
homa, to avoid sequestration. We need
to do this through some type of bal-
anced plan, and I am committed to
doing that.

Mr. INHOFE. I appreciate that very
much, Mr. President. I do not object.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I would fi-
nally say it is not as if the Senator
from Oklahoma is asking that the ac-
tual amount of dollars be lessened. He
is just saying they should be rear-
ranged. So I appreciate his good will on
this legislation.

We need to get this bill to the Presi-
dent. So it is my intention, after the
use or yielding back of time, to move
to table these amendments and the
Vitter motion.

We expect to have one vote tomorrow
prior to the Senate recessing for cau-
cus lunch meetings, and the remaining
votes will occur after the caucus meet-
ings. Again, I express my appreciation
to the Senator from Oklahoma. I know
how strongly he feels about the mili-
tary and that he wants to try to relieve
the pain in some way.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the request is agreed to.

CONGRATULATING THE MEMBERS
OF DELTA SIGMA THETA SOROR-
ITY, INC.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Judiciary Com-
mittee be discharged from S. Res. 13
and that we now proceed to its consid-
eration in the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:
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