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precariously aloft the pews, posing another
hazard.

The stoves are idle now and the piping was
pulled down decades ago. These days the
Richmond Historical Society manages and
maintains the town-owned structure under a
40-year agreement that expires in 2016.

Town meeting ceased to be held at the
church in 1974 on the advice of the fire mar-
shal and structural engineers who advised
the roof could cave under a heavy snow
storm. (Town meeting now takes place at
Camels Hump Middle School.) The five
Protestant denominations that sold pew
space to fund the construction 200 years ago
no longer hold Sunday services at the
church.

But the structure and its surrounding
green continue to serve as a visual center-
piece and active venue for weddings, tours,
concerts and other events.

MAINTAINING HISTORY

Volunteers do everything from washing the
12-over-12 mullioned windows to writing
grants to booking weddings to monitoring
the steady stream of repairs needed to keep
the church upright. Major structural work
took place in the late 1970s and early 1980s,
with the historical society leading the
charge. More recently, workers have restored
the foundation and replaced rotting beams
and clapboard at the back of the church.
Some day friends of the church would like to
build in a bathroom, but for now a lilac-
landscaped port-o-let out back serves the
purpose.

Repairing broken panes of glass is a reg-
ular task and in this as in other work, effort
is made to stay historically accurate. Glass
from old windows donated to the church is
used whenever possible.

‘“We have a stockpile of wavy glass to re-
pair the broken windows,”” Thomas ex-
plained.

All the effort to maintain the church is
well worth it, said Thomas as she showed a
reporter around the space recently.

The building today is unheated and there
are no plans to add a modern heat source.
That means use of the Round Church is sea-
sonal, with events taking place from April to
October, with a few exceptions such as an an-
nual December carol sing.

Occasionally a wedding is scheduled in No-
vember or December. ‘‘But we have to make
sure the bride and groom realize how cold
it’s going to be,” said Thomas.

One couple literally got cold feet and
moved their wedding on a few days notice
after visiting the church and realizing how
chilly their vows would be.

The shape of the church has long been a
subject of speculation. Some say the circular
shape was chosen to ward off the devil be-
cause he could not hide in the corners of the
church.

Thomas doubts the devil drove the archi-
tectural plans. The more likely story is that
head carpenter William Rhodes appreciated
the circular design of an addition to the
meeting house in his hometown of Clare-
mont, N.H. and wanted to copy the idea.

“To me, that makes the most sense,”
Thomas said. “It’s not the most interesting,
but it makes the most sense.”

Snatches of the surrounding scenery can be
viewed from inside the church—green moun-
tainside, sloping lawn, flood plain field and
the red metal truss bridge spanning the
Winooski River. The church sits slightly up-
hill, which saved it from the great flood of
1927 and Tropical Storm Irene, although the
latter turned the lower green into a lake.

Taking care of the building is much more
involved than some people might guess, said
Thomas. But Richmond would not be Rich-
mond without it, she said.
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“It’s our claim to fame, I guess.”

TRIBUTE TO RANDALL H. WALKER

Mr. REID. Madam President, I rise
today to recognize Randy Walker for
his leadership as Director of Aviation
for Clark County. Randy is the con-
summate public servant, having served
the people of Nevada in various posi-
tions since 1979, culminating in his ap-
pointment as Director of Aviation for
Clark County in May 1997. For the past
16 years, Randy has transformed
McCarran International Airport into
one of the premier airports in the
world, and he has greatly expanded the
airport’s reach to all corners of the
globe.

Randy became Director of Aviation
at an exciting time in southern Ne-
vada. Clark County was the fastest
growing county in the Nation, with
tens of thousands of new people moving
to Las Vegas each year. Tourist num-
bers hit record levels and new resorts
were changing the face of the world fa-
mous Strip. Las Vegas was becoming a
global destination with new markets in
Europe, South America, and Asia fuel-
ing southern Nevada’s economy. Randy
recognized this potential for growth
and he played a key role in expanding
the airport.

During Randy’s first year on the job,
McCarran International Airport added
26 new gates; more were added in 2005
and again in 2008, which increased the
D Concourse’s size to 45 gates today.
Randy oversaw the construction of a
new rental car terminal, which im-
proved the visitor experience for tour-
ists. He also kept airport operations
running smoothly at the airport during
the construction of a tunnel for Inter-
state 215 under the runways.

Randy has also made McCarran
International Airport one of the most
technically advanced airports in the
Nation. It is the only major airport in
the U.S. to use Common Use Terminal
Equipment, allowing for seamless inte-
gration of airlines’ computer systems.
In addition, he installed SpeedCheck
kiosks, allowing customers to get their
boarding passes without having to go
to a specific airline counter. The air-
port also implemented a baggage-
tracking system that uses radio-fre-
quency identification so that baggage
can be accurately tracked.

In 2010, McCarran opened a USO
Lounge to serve servicemembers from
Nevada and those flying through Ne-
vada. The rest and relaxation lounge
serves tens of thousands of our mili-
tary personnel each year as they travel
to Nevada and through Nevada. I
worked with Randy, Wayne Newton,
and the USO since 2007 to create this
lounge.

Randy has changed the face of avia-
tion in southern Nevada, but the most
important project during Randy’s ten-
ure was the opening of Terminal 3, or
T3. Building a new $2.4 billion terminal
was the largest expansion project in
McCarran’s history, and one of the
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largest public works projects in Nevada
history. McCarran began this ambi-
tious expansion project before the re-
cession hit my State. When the econ-
omy worsened, I worked with Randy to
keep T3 on track by having Congress
provide tax relief to local governments
and their bondholders in the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
Randy’s steady leadership during the
challenging economy was critical to
the completion of the project.

Last year, McCarran International
Airport was ranked 24th in the world
for passenger traffic, hosting nearly
41.7 million passengers. Under Randy’s
tenure, the airport saw a 33 percent in-
crease in Las Vegas visitor volume
that resulted in a 50 percent increase in
revenues for Clark County. This has
been extremely beneficial to the econ-
omy of southern Nevada.

After playing an important role in
shaping the future of Las Vegas and
southern Nevada for decades, Randy re-
cently stepped down as the Director of
Aviation to enter a well-deserved re-
tirement. I am pleased to recognize
Randy’s extraordinary service to the
people of Clark County before the Sen-
ate today and I wish him all the best in
his retirement or, knowing Randy, in
his next phase of remarkable achieve-
ment.

——
TRIBUTE TO DR. AL BOWMAN

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I
would like to take a few moments to
thank Dr. Al Bowman for all he has
done to keep the doors of educational
opportunity open for young people in
my State of Illinois.

After nearly 10 years as President of
Illinois State University, and a total of
35 years of service to ISU, Dr. Bowman
is retiring. But the mark he leaves will
continue to benefit ISU and the people
of Illinois for years to come.

The ISU Dr. Bowman is leaving is
more financially stable and more at-
tractive to top talent. Its student body
is more diverse.

Under Dr. Bowman’s leadership, Illi-
nois State University has ranked as
one of America’s top 100 public univer-
sities for 7 straight years.

A hallmark of Dr. Bowman’s presi-
dency at ISU has been his determina-
tion to make sure that students grad-
uate with the best possible education
and the lowest possible debt.

Illinois State University has done
much more than any school I know of
to make sure its students are able to
make informed choices about student
loans. The university asks each stu-
dent to meet with financial counselors.
Those counselors push students to bor-
row the minimum they need—not the
most they can get. As a result, ISU’s
students graduate with an average stu-
dent debt of $22,720—a sizable debt, to
be sure, but well below the national av-
erage for 4-year, public institutions.

And the quality of education is un-
questioned. ISU’s graduates are finding
work in their field and paying down



June 7, 2013

their loans. The university’s student
loan default rate is only 3 percent—
again, well below the national average.

Dr. Bowman’s first career was work-
ing as a speech pathologist at the Vet-
erans Administration Hospital in
Danville, IL.

He joined the ISU faculty in 1978 as a
professor in the Department of Speech
Pathology and Audiology. He was ap-
pointed department chairperson in 1994
and served in that position for 8 years.
Even as department chair, Dr. Bowman
continued to teach and to serve as di-
rector of ISU’s Down Syndrome
Speech-Language Clinic.

During Dr. Bowman’s tenure as direc-
tor, the department flourished. He dou-
bled the faculty and the scholarly pro-
duction of the staff. The department
won accreditation by the Council on
Academic Accreditation of the Amer-
ican Speech-Language Hearing Asso-
ciation and its master’s program was
ranked for the first time as the top
speech and audiology master’s program
in Illinois.

In 2002, Dr. Bowman was promoted to
Illinois State’s interim provost where
he served until he was named president
in 2004.

As president, Dr. Bowman was a driv-
ing force behind Illinois State Univer-
sity’s first comprehensive campaign,
which raised more than $96 million. He
also helped secure $49 million for a new
student fitness and recreation center
and $17.5 million for the renovation of
Schroeder Hall, the university’s home
to the Criminal Justice Sciences, His-
tory, Politics and Government, Social
Work and Sociology-Anthropology de-
partments.

I congratulate Dr. Al Bowman on his
many accomplishments throughout his
long and distinguished career.

I thank him for his service and wish
him all the best.

REMEMBERING FRANK R.
LAUTENBERG

Mr. NELSON. Madam President, I
was greatly saddened to learn about
the passing of Senator Lautenberg on
Monday. I was fortunate to serve with
Senator Lautenberg on the Commerce
Committee. His life was about public
service, plain and simple.

Frank was a great example of the
American Dream. Over the past few
days we have all heard Frank’s story of
being born into a Russian and Polish
immigrant family, and working his
way from humble beginnings to a pros-
perous career as a chief executive in
the private sector. But Frank’s true
calling was public service and giving
back to his community, his State, and
our Nation throughout his life. As a
young man, he served our country in
the U.S. Army in WWII and went to Co-
lumbia University on the GI bill.

In Congress, Frank fought to create
economic opportunity for all Ameri-
cans by supporting our public infra-
structure. He was a staunch advocate
for passenger rail and Amtrak. Frank’s
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achievements on transportation issues
were not only concerned with pro-
moting commerce, but also public safe-
ty. His work to ban smoking on domes-
tic flights and combat drunk driving
has saved countless lives.

Frank also fought side-by-side with
me on the Aviation Operations, Safety,
and Security Subcommittee of the Sen-
ate Commerce Committee to make
sure that critical NASA safety re-
search was being shared with the com-
mercial aviation industry to help pro-
tect members of the flying public.

Florida and New Jersey are very dif-
ferent States, but they share a coast-
line. After the Deepwater Horizon spill
devastated the Gulf, I worked with him
to stop offshore drilling until more was
known about what caused that tragedy.
Frank was also a trusted ally in secur-
ing essential funding to keep our
beaches clean and water safe for people
to enjoy.

Frank was a crucial supporter of
many other important environmental
causes. He fought to keep our oceans
clean by pushing for a ‘‘double-hull”
standard for oil tankers, banning ocean
dumping, and taking other steps to
promote better water quality. He also
sponsored legislation to crackdown on
companies that release dangerous tox-
ins into the air and water, and make
polluters pay for their toxic mess.
Frank was a great champion for the en-
vironment.

As the last WW II veteran in the Sen-
ate, we lost a true hero on Monday and
one of this body’s last members of the
Greatest Generation.

——————

CONFIRMATION OF WILLIAM H.
PRYOR, JR.

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam President, I
would like to take a brief moment to
commend the Senate on the confirma-
tion of Judge William H. Pryor, Jr., to
the United States Sentencing Commis-
sion. Judge Pryor is superbly qualified
and has the requisite background and
experience to serve and contribute
greatly to the U.S. Sentencing Com-
mission. I am grateful to the President
for acknowledging Judge Pryor’s quali-
fications and nominating him to this
important position.

Judge Pryor succeeded me as Attor-
ney General of Alabama. I was proud of
him then and I was also proud when he
was confirmed to serve on the Eleventh
Circuit Court of Appeals. Judge Pryor
is a man of character and his actions
both on and off the bench reflect that.
He is committed to equal justice, with-
out prejudice. As Bill Baxley, a mutual
friend, a Democrat, and another former
attorney general of Alabama said, ‘‘In
every difficult decision he has made,
Judge Pryor’s actions were supported
by his interpretation of the law, with-
out race, gender, age, political power,
wealth, community standing, or any
other competing interest affecting his
judgment.”

That was certainly the case when he
carried the banner for sentencing re-
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form in Alabama. Judge Pryor insisted
that the legislature address critical
problems in Alabama’s system of sen-
tencing. He has always been in favor of
“¢ruth in sentencing.” Advocates of
sentencing reform have applauded
Judge Pryor’s efforts in Alabama, as
before we had a sentencing commission
and sentencing guidelines, criminal de-
fendants often received different sen-
tences for the same crime based on
their race, their sex, or where they
lived. Judge Pryor was instrumental in
changing that.

Advocates of stricter law enforce-
ment also supported Judge Pryor in his
efforts to effect reform in Alabama, be-
cause ‘‘truth in sentencing’’ also meant
that a convicted criminal would be
more likely to serve the sentence im-
posed by the judge rather than just a
fraction of the sentence based on the
discretion of a parole officer. He has
stated that when a court enters a sen-
tence of imprisonment, there should be
a reliable expectation that the offender
will serve a substantial majority of
that term of imprisonment. Judge
Pryor is reasonable and rational, ac-
knowledging the Nation’s overburdened
and overcrowded correctional facilities
and the need for more community-
based programs for first-time or non-
violent offenders.

Although the Federal guidelines
themselves have been completed for
many years now, the members of the
commission are tasked with ensuring
that the guidelines do not result in the
same disparity or injustice that they
were designed to prevent. The guide-
lines perform an invaluable function,
one which I think Judge Pryor’s back-
ground and experience have made him
uniquely well-suited to oversee.

Judge Pryor is a life-long public serv-
ant who will certainly be an asset to
the U.S. Sentencing Commission as he
represents the highest quality of lead-
ership. I appreciate the support of my
colleagues in Judge Pryor’s confirma-
tion.

——————

EQUAL PAY ACT ANNIVERSARY

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I
come to the floor today to recognize an
important anniversary. Fifty years ago
Congress passed the Equal Pay Act, a
law that was to ensure pay equity for
women in the workplace. This land-
mark legislation was signed into law
by President Kennedy on June 10, 1963,
and prohibited discrimination on the
basis of sex in the payment of wages by
employers. The goals of the legislation
were groundbreaking. It was the first
time Congress acted on this issue, ad-
dressing a real and growing problem as
more women entered the workforce.
Congress stepped up to the plate and
took the first attempt at fixing out-
right discrimination that was bound to
have an impact on working families
across America.

Today we find ourselves in a similar
place, in need of a solution because the
Equal Pay Act is in need of fixing. It
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