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Whereas ACT improves NATO’s defense
planning and develops compatible equipment
and common standards necessary to keep Al-
liance capabilities aligned;

Whereas NATO ACT has been integral to a
NATO mission of promoting a Europe that is
whole, undivided, free, and at peace;

Whereas NATO ACT strengthened the abil-
ity of NATO to perform a full range of mis-
sions throughout the world;

Whereas NATO ACT has provided crucial
support and participation in the NATO Inter-
national Security Assistance Force in Af-
ghanistan, as NATO endeavors to help the
people of Afghanistan create the conditions
necessary for security and successful devel-
opment and reconstruction;

Whereas ACT employs personnel from 26
NATO member nations and 6 NATO Partner
nations and contributes more than
$100,000,000 annually to the local economy;

Whereas NATO has been the cornerstone of
transatlantic security cooperation and an
enduring instrument for promoting stability
in Europe and throughout the world for over
60 years, representing the vital transatlantic
bond of solidarity between the United States
and Europe, as NATO nations share similar
values and interests and are committed to
the maintenance of democratic principles;

Whereas the Chicago Summit Communique
affirms that all NATO members ‘‘are deter-
mined that NATO will continue to play its
unique and essential role in ensuring our
common defense and security’” and that
NATO ‘‘continues to be effective in a chang-
ing world, against new threats, with new ca-
pabilities and new partners’’;

Whereas, through the Alliance, the United
States and Europe are effective and steadfast
partners in security, and ACT is well posi-
tioned to contribute to the strength of the
Alliance on both continents;

Whereas NATO ACT has done much to help
NATO meet the global challenges of the 21st
century, including the threat of terrorism,
the spread of weapons of mass destruction,
instability caused by failed states, and
threats to global energy security; and

Whereas the 10th anniversary of NATO
ACT is an opportunity to enhance and more
deeply entrench those principles, which con-
tinue to bind the alliance together and guide
our efforts today: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) celebrates the 10th anniversary of the
establishment of NATO Allied Command
Transformation (NATO ACT);

(2) recognizes NATO ACT’s leading role to
continue to transform alliance forces and ca-
pabilities, using new concepts such as the
NATO Response Force and new doctrines in
order to improve the alliance’s military ef-
fectiveness;

(3) expresses appreciation for the con-
tinuing and close partnership between the
United States Government and NATO to
transform the alliance;

(4) remembers the 65 years NATO has
served to ensure peace, security, and sta-
bility in Europe throughout the world, and
urges the United States Government to con-
tinue to seek new ways to deepen and expand
its important relationships with NATO;

(5) recognizes the service of the brave men
and women who have served to safeguard the
freedom and security of the United States
and the whole of the transatlantic alliance;

(6) honors the sacrifices of United States
personnel, allies of the North American
Treaty Organization (referred to in this reso-
lution as “NATO”’), and partners in Afghani-
stan;

(7) Recognizes the outstanding partnership
between the local community in Norfolk,
Virginia and NATO personnel assigned to
ACT;
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(8) reaffirms that NATO, through the new
Strategic Concept, is oriented toward the
changing international security environment
and the challenges of the future;

(9) urges all NATO members to take con-
crete steps to implement the Strategic Con-
cept and to utilize the taskings from the 2012
NATO summit in Chicago, Illinois, to ad-
dress current NATO operations, future capa-
bilities and burden-sharing issues, and
strengthen the relationship between NATO
and partners around the world; and

(10) conveys appreciation for the steadfast
partnership between NATO and the United
States.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 157T—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT TELEPHONE

SERVICE MUST BE IMPROVED IN
RURAL AREAS OF THE UNITED
STATES AND THAT NO ENTITY
MAY UNREASONABLY DISCRIMI-
NATE AGAINST TELEPHONE
USERS IN THOSE AREAS

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
JOHNSON of South Dakota, Mrs. FISCH-
ER, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. PRYOR, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. ENZzI, Ms.
BALDWIN, and Mr. THUNE) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation:

S. REs. 157

Whereas all people in the United States
rely on quality, efficient, and dependable
telephone service in many aspects of life, in-
cluding conducting business, securing the
safety of the public, and connecting families;

Whereas multiple surveys conducted by the
National Exchange Carrier Association re-
vealed that complaints of uncompleted tele-
phone calls persist, with the most recent sur-
vey in October 2012 indicating a 41 percent
increase in uncompleted calls between March
and September of the same year;

Whereas the National Exchange Carrier
Association and rural telecommunications
carriers in April 2012 supplied information
that—

(1) 6.4 percent of calls to rural areas failed,
but only 0.5 percent of calls to urban areas
failed; and

(2) 11 percent of calls to rural areas were
either poor quality or were delayed, com-
pared to only 5 percent in urban areas;

Whereas the Federal Communications
Commission was made aware of an issue re-
garding telephone service connection in
rural areas in November 2010 and has since
issued a declaratory ruling and a notice of
proposed rulemaking with respect to the
issue and has reached a settlement with one
telecommunications carrier;

Whereas, in a declaratory ruling in Feb-
ruary 2012, the Federal Communications
Commission made it clear that blocking or
otherwise restricting telephone service is a
violation of section 201(b) of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 201(b)), which pro-
hibits unjust or unreasonable practices, and
section 202(a) of that Act (47 U.S.C. 202(a)),
which outlines the duty of a telecommuni-
cations carrier to refrain from discrimina-
tion;

Whereas actions by the Federal Commu-
nications Commission have not significantly
decreased the prevalence of telephone calls
being rerouted by telecommunications car-
riers and some States are seeing an increase
in complaints as of April 2013;

Whereas telephone communications are
vital to keeping rural areas of the United
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States competitive in the economy, and a
low rate of telephone call completion results
in economic injury to rural businesses, in-
cluding farmers, trucking companies, and
suppliers who have seen thousands of dollars
in business lost when telephone calls are not
completed;

Whereas the safety of the public is at risk
from a lack of quality telephone communica-
tions, including 911 services;

Whereas schools depend on telephone calls
to notify students and parents of emer-
gencies, and health care centers depend on
telecommunications services to save lives
and to communicate with rural patients;

Whereas small, local telecommunications
carriers are losing valuable, multi-line busi-
ness subscribers because of a lack of quality
telecommunications services, which is finan-
cially detrimental to those carriers and ad-
versely affects the rural communities served
by those carriers; and

Whereas it may cost a telecommunications
carrier serving a rural area hundreds of dol-
lars to investigate each complaint of an
uncompleted telephone call: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) all providers must appropriately com-
plete calls to all areas of the United States
regardless of the technology used by the pro-
viders;

(2) no entity may unreasonably discrimi-
nate against telephone users in rural areas of
the United States; and

(3) the Federal Communications Commis-
sion should—

(A) aggressively pursue those that violate
the rules of the Federal Communications
Commission and create these problems, and
impose swift and meaningful enforcement
actions to discourage—

(i) practices leading to telephone calls not
being completed in rural areas of the United
States; and

(ii) unreasonable discrimination against
telephone users in rural areas of the United
States; and

(B) move forward with clear, comprehen-
sive, and enforceable actions in order to es-
tablish a robust and definitive solution to
discrimination against telephone users in
rural areas of the United States.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 158—TO AU-
THORIZE THE PRODUCTION OF
RECORDS BY THE PERMANENT
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGA-
TIONS OF THE COMMITTEE ON
HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOV-
ERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. REID of Nevada (for himself and
Mr. MCCONNELL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 158

Whereas, the Permanent Subcommittee on
Investigations of the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs con-
ducted a review of the expenditures of U.S.
funds related to U.S. efforts in Afghanistan;

Whereas, the Subcommittee has received a
request from a federal agency for access to
records of the Subcommittee’s review;

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
can, by administrative or judicial process, be
taken from such control or possession but by
permission of the Senate;

Whereas, when it appears that evidence
under the control or in the possession of the
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Senate is needed for the promotion of jus-
tice, the Senate will take such action as will
promote the ends of justice consistent with
the privileges of the Senate: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Chairman and Ranking
Minority Member of the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, acting jointly, are authorized
to provide to law enforcement officials, regu-
latory agencies, and other entities or indi-
viduals duly authorized by federal, state, or
foreign governments, records of the Sub-
committee’s review of the expenditures of
U.S. funds related to U.S. efforts in Afghani-
stan.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 17—PROVIDING FOR A CON-
DITIONAL ADJOURNMENT OR RE-
CESS OF THE SENATE AND AN
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. REID of Nevada (for himself and
Mr. MCcCCONNELL) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. CoN. REs. 17

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That when the Sen-
ate recesses or adjourns on any day from
Thursday, May 23, 2013, through Friday, May
31, 2013, on a motion offered pursuant to this
concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader
or his designee, it stand recessed or ad-
journed until 12:00 noon on Monday, June 3,
2013, or such other time on that day as may
be specified by its Majority Leader or his
designee in the motion to recess or adjourn,
or until the time of any reassembly pursuant
to section 2 of this concurrent resolution,
whichever occurs first; and that when the
House adjourns on any legislative day from
Thursday, May 23, 2013, through Friday, May
31, 2013, on a motion offered pursuant to this
concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader
or his designee, it stand adjourned until 2:00
p.m. on Monday, June 3, 2013, or until the
time of any reassembly pursuant to section 2
of this concurrent resolution, whichever oc-
curs first.

SEC. 2. The Majority Leader of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the
Senate and the Minority Leader of the
House, shall notify the Members of the Sen-
ate and House, respectively, to reassemble at
such place and time as they may designate
if, in their opinion, the public interest shall
warrant it.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 1116. Mr. COWAN (for himself and Ms.
WARREN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 954, to
reauthorize agricultural programs through
2018; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1117. Mr. JOHNSON, of South Dakota
(for himself and Mr. CRAPO) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1118. Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. COWAN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr.
HARKIN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. REED, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. TESTER, Mr. UDALL of New Mex-
ico, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. WYDEN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 954, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.
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SA 1119. Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. BROWN, Mr. JOHANNS,
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, and Mr. DONNELLY) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1120. Mr. JOHANNS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1121. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Mr.
COWAN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 954,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1122. Mr. DONNELLY (for himself, Mr.
BoozMAN, and Mr. COATS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1123. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1124. Mr. HARKIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 1125. Mr. PRYOR submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 1126. Ms. BALDWIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1127. Mr. VITTER (for himself, Mr.
COATS, and Mr. INHOFE) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 1128. Mr. HOEVEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1129. Mr. HOEVEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1130. Mr. MANCHIN (for himself, Mr.
Bo0ozMAN, and Mr. COATS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1131. Mr. SANDERS (for himself and
Mr. WHITEHOUSE) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
954, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 1132. Mr. HARKIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 1133. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1134. Mr. CHAMBLISS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1135, Mr. CHAMBLISS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1136. Mr. CHAMBLISS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1137. Mr. CHAMBLISS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1138. Mr. CHAMBLISS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1139. Mr. CHAMBLISS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
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to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1140. Mr. CHAMBLISS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1141. Mr. COBURN (for himself and Mr.
RISCH) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 954, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1142. Mr. HOEVEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 954, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 1143. Mr. REID (for Ms. HIRONO) pro-
posed an amendment to the resolution S.
Res. 129, recognizing the significance of May
2013 as Asian/Pacific American Heritage
Month as an important time to celebrate the
significant contributions of Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders to the history of the
United States.

————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 1116. Mr. COWAN (for himself and
Ms. WARREN) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 954, to reauthorize agricultural
programs through 2018; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 396, strike lines 8 through 12, and
insert the following:

SEC. 4202. SENIOR FARMERS’
TION PROGRAM.

Section 4402(a) of the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C.
3007(a)) is amended—

(1) by striking ““Of the funds” and inserting
the following:

(1) MANDATORY FUNDING.—Of the funds’’;

(2) in paragraph (1) (as so designated by
paragraph (1)), by striking ‘‘2012”’ and insert-
ing “‘2018; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $10,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2014 through 2018.”".

MARKET NUTRI-

SA 1117. Mr. JOHNSON of South Da-
kota (for himself and Mr. CRAPO) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 954, to
reauthorize agricultural programs
through 2018; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

At the end of title XII, add the following:
Subtitle D—National Flood Insurance
Program

SEC. 12301. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the National Flood Insurance program
is $24,000,000,000 in debt to the United States
Treasury, with additional claims from
Superstorm Sandy and other disasters still
pending;

(2) in the absence of adequate, risk-based
premiums, the National Flood Insurance
Program is at risk of being unable to pay
claims to policyholders or borrow additional
funds from the United States Treasury;

(3) actions must be taken to balance the
need for affordability in the National Flood
Insurance Program with the need to pay
claims to policyholders;

(4) the Federal Emergency Management
Agency should expedite its study into meth-
ods to encourage and maintain participation
in the National Flood Insurance Program
and methods to educate consumers about the
National Flood Insurance Program and the
flood risk associated with their property;

(5) the Federal Emergency Management
Agency should report promptly on methods
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