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SENATE RESOLUTION  154—SUP-
PORTING POLITICAL REFORM IN
IRAN AND FOR OTHER PUR-
POSES

Mr. HOEVEN (for himself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 154

Whereas democracy, human rights, and
civil liberties are universal values and funda-
mental principles of the foreign policy of the
United States;

Whereas an essential element of demo-
cratic self-government is for leaders to be
chosen and regularly held accountable
through elections that are organized and
conducted in a manner that is free, fair, in-
clusive, and consistent with international
standards;

Whereas governments in which power does
not derive from free and fair elections lack
democratic legitimacy;

Whereas the Supreme Leader of Iran is
unelected, has the power to veto any deci-
sion made by the president or parliament of
Iran, and controls the foreign and defense
policy of Iran;

Whereas the current Supreme Leader of
Iran has been in power since 1989 and has
never been subject to a popular referendum
of any kind;

Whereas elections in Iran are marred by
the disqualification of candidates based on
their political views, the absence of credible
international observers, widespread intimi-
dation and repression of candidates, political
parties, and citizens, and systemic electoral
fraud and manipulation;

Whereas elections in Iran consistently in-
volve severe restrictions on freedom of ex-
pression, assembly, and association, includ-
ing censorship, surveillance, disruptions in
telecommunications, and the absence of a
free media;

Whereas the current president of Iran came
to office through an election on June 12, 2009,
that was widely condemned in Iran and
throughout the world as neither free nor fair
and provoked large-scale peaceful protests
throughout Iran;

Whereas authorities in Iran continue to
hold several candidates from the 2009 elec-
tion in indefinite detention;

Whereas the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran banned more than 2,200 can-
didates from participating in the March 2,
2012, parliamentary elections and refused to
allow domestic or international election ob-
servers to oversee those elections;

Whereas the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran seeks to prevent the people
of Iran from accessing news and information
by disrupting access to the Internet, includ-
ing blocking e-mail and social networking
sites, limiting access to foreign news and
websites, and developing a national Internet
that will facilitate government censorship of
news and information, and by jamming
international broadcasts such as the Voice of
America Persian News Network and Radio
Farda, a Persian language broadcast of
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty;

Whereas authorities in Iran have an-
nounced that a presidential election will be
held on June 14, 2013; and

Whereas the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran has banned numerous can-
didates from participating in the June 14,
2013, presidential election: Now, therefore be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recalls Senate Resolution 386, 112th
Congress, agreed to March 5, 2012, which
called for free and fair elections in Iran;
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(2) reaffirms the commitment of the
United States to democracy, human rights,
civil liberties, and the rule of law, including
the universal rights of freedom of assembly,
freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and
freedom of association;

(3) expresses support for freedom, human
rights, civil liberties, and rule of law in Iran,
and for elections that are free and fair;

(4) expresses strong support for the people
of Iran in their peaceful calls for a represent-
ative and responsive democratic government
that respects human rights, civil liberties,
and the rule of law;

(5) condemns the widespread human rights
violations of the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran;

(6) calls on the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to respect freedom of ex-
pression and association in Iran by—

(A) holding elections that are free, fair,
and responsive to the people of Iran, includ-
ing by refraining from disqualifying can-
didates for political reasons;

(B) making the highest level of executive
power in the Government of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran accountable to the people of
Iran through free and fair elections;

(C) ending arbitrary detention, torture,
and other forms of harassment against media
professionals, human rights defenders and
activists, and opposition figures, and releas-
ing all individuals detained for exercising
universally recognized human rights;

(D) lifting legislative restrictions on free-
dom of assembly, association, and expres-
sion; and

(E) allowing the Internet to remain free
and open and allowing domestic and inter-
national media to operate freely;

(7) calls on the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to allow international elec-
tion monitors to be present for the June 14,
2013, election;

(8) notes that the legitimacy of the June
14, 2013, election will be further called into
question if—

(A) candidates are disqualified for political
reasons;

(B) international election monitors are not
present; and

(C) following the election, the highest level
of executive power in Iran remains unac-
countable to the people of Iran; and

(9) urges the President of the United
States, the Secretary of State, and other
world leaders—

(A) to express support for the universal
rights and freedoms of the people of Iran, in-
cluding to democratic self-government and
fully accountable elected leaders;

(B) to engage with the people of Iran and
support their efforts to promote human
rights and democratic reform, including sup-
porting civil society organizations that pro-
mote democracy and governance;

(C) to support policies and programs that
preserve free and open access to the Internet
in Iran; and

(D) to condemn elections that are not free
and fair and that do not meet international
standards.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 155—RECOG-

NIZING THE CITY OF ERIE,
PENNSYLVANIA, FOR ITS CRIT-
ICAL ROLE IN THE DEVELOP-
MENT AND CONSTRUCTION OF
THE FLEET OF COMMODORE OLI-
VER HAZARD PERRY DURING
THE WAR OF 1812

Mr. CASEY submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

May 23, 2013

S. RES. 155

Whereas the City of Erie, Pennsylvania,
due to its abundant resources and strategic
positioning, was recommended by ship-
builder Daniel Dobbins to the United States
Department of the Navy as an ideal location
for the construction of a naval fleet;

Whereas the victory by the United States
over Great Britain in the Battle of Lake Erie
on September 10, 1813 was a crucial victory
for the United States during the War of 1812,
and ensured that the United States main-
tained control over Lake Erie for the dura-
tion of the war;

Whereas the success of the fleet of Com-
modore Oliver Hazard Perry in the Battle of
Lake Erie helped to facilitate the important
victory of General William Henry Harrison
at the Battle of the Thames, as well as other
military actions of the United States
throughout the War of 1812;

Whereas the USS Lawrence and the USS Ni-
agara, 2 flagships of the fleet of Commodore
Perry, were returned to Presque Isle Bay, off
the coast of the City of Erie, after comple-
tion of their service;

Whereas the City of Erie is home to the
USS Niagara, which continues to sail in
memory of the heroism of the United States
forces in the Battle of Liake Erie;

Whereas the City of Erie honors the legacy
of Commodore Perry through the Perry
Monument at Presque Isle State Park; and

Whereas the City of Erie this year is recog-
nizing the 200th anniversary of the Battle of
Lake Erie: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors the City of Erie, Pennsylvania,
for its role in the development and construc-
tion of the fleet of Commodore Oliver Hazard
Perry during the War of 1812; and

(2) recognizes the historical significance of
the construction of the fleet of Commodore
Perry and the consequent victory of the
United States in the Battle of Lake Erie.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 156—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ON THE 10-YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY OF NATO ALLIED COM-
MAND TRANSFORMATION

Mr. WARNER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. RES. 156

Whereas, on June 19, 2003, NATO’s Allied
Command Transformation (ACT), was for-
mally established to increase military effec-
tiveness and prepare the Alliance for future
security challenges;

Whereas, on June 19, 2013, the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization (NATO) will cele-
brate the 10-year anniversary of the estab-
lishment of NATO ACT;

Whereas the security of the United States
and its NATO allies have been enhanced by
the establishment and continued work of
NATO ACT;

Whereas, for the past 10 years, ACT has
been leading the charge for NATO military
transformation, and providing relevant and
timely support to NATO operations, and de-
veloping partnerships around the globe to
adapt to the changing global security envi-
ronment;

Whereas ACT is the only NATO head-
quarters in the United States, and the only
permanent NATO headquarters outside of
Europe;

Whereas ACT provides state of the art edu-
cation, training, and application of best
practices and lessons learned from past oper-
ations, and equips Alliance troops with the
tools they need to win today’s wars;



May 23, 2013

Whereas ACT improves NATO’s defense
planning and develops compatible equipment
and common standards necessary to keep Al-
liance capabilities aligned;

Whereas NATO ACT has been integral to a
NATO mission of promoting a Europe that is
whole, undivided, free, and at peace;

Whereas NATO ACT strengthened the abil-
ity of NATO to perform a full range of mis-
sions throughout the world;

Whereas NATO ACT has provided crucial
support and participation in the NATO Inter-
national Security Assistance Force in Af-
ghanistan, as NATO endeavors to help the
people of Afghanistan create the conditions
necessary for security and successful devel-
opment and reconstruction;

Whereas ACT employs personnel from 26
NATO member nations and 6 NATO Partner
nations and contributes more than
$100,000,000 annually to the local economy;

Whereas NATO has been the cornerstone of
transatlantic security cooperation and an
enduring instrument for promoting stability
in Europe and throughout the world for over
60 years, representing the vital transatlantic
bond of solidarity between the United States
and Europe, as NATO nations share similar
values and interests and are committed to
the maintenance of democratic principles;

Whereas the Chicago Summit Communique
affirms that all NATO members ‘‘are deter-
mined that NATO will continue to play its
unique and essential role in ensuring our
common defense and security’” and that
NATO ‘‘continues to be effective in a chang-
ing world, against new threats, with new ca-
pabilities and new partners’’;

Whereas, through the Alliance, the United
States and Europe are effective and steadfast
partners in security, and ACT is well posi-
tioned to contribute to the strength of the
Alliance on both continents;

Whereas NATO ACT has done much to help
NATO meet the global challenges of the 21st
century, including the threat of terrorism,
the spread of weapons of mass destruction,
instability caused by failed states, and
threats to global energy security; and

Whereas the 10th anniversary of NATO
ACT is an opportunity to enhance and more
deeply entrench those principles, which con-
tinue to bind the alliance together and guide
our efforts today: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) celebrates the 10th anniversary of the
establishment of NATO Allied Command
Transformation (NATO ACT);

(2) recognizes NATO ACT’s leading role to
continue to transform alliance forces and ca-
pabilities, using new concepts such as the
NATO Response Force and new doctrines in
order to improve the alliance’s military ef-
fectiveness;

(3) expresses appreciation for the con-
tinuing and close partnership between the
United States Government and NATO to
transform the alliance;

(4) remembers the 65 years NATO has
served to ensure peace, security, and sta-
bility in Europe throughout the world, and
urges the United States Government to con-
tinue to seek new ways to deepen and expand
its important relationships with NATO;

(5) recognizes the service of the brave men
and women who have served to safeguard the
freedom and security of the United States
and the whole of the transatlantic alliance;

(6) honors the sacrifices of United States
personnel, allies of the North American
Treaty Organization (referred to in this reso-
lution as “NATO”’), and partners in Afghani-
stan;

(7) Recognizes the outstanding partnership
between the local community in Norfolk,
Virginia and NATO personnel assigned to
ACT;
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(8) reaffirms that NATO, through the new
Strategic Concept, is oriented toward the
changing international security environment
and the challenges of the future;

(9) urges all NATO members to take con-
crete steps to implement the Strategic Con-
cept and to utilize the taskings from the 2012
NATO summit in Chicago, Illinois, to ad-
dress current NATO operations, future capa-
bilities and burden-sharing issues, and
strengthen the relationship between NATO
and partners around the world; and

(10) conveys appreciation for the steadfast
partnership between NATO and the United
States.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 157T—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT TELEPHONE

SERVICE MUST BE IMPROVED IN
RURAL AREAS OF THE UNITED
STATES AND THAT NO ENTITY
MAY UNREASONABLY DISCRIMI-
NATE AGAINST TELEPHONE
USERS IN THOSE AREAS

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
JOHNSON of South Dakota, Mrs. FISCH-
ER, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. PRYOR, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. ENZzI, Ms.
BALDWIN, and Mr. THUNE) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation:

S. REs. 157

Whereas all people in the United States
rely on quality, efficient, and dependable
telephone service in many aspects of life, in-
cluding conducting business, securing the
safety of the public, and connecting families;

Whereas multiple surveys conducted by the
National Exchange Carrier Association re-
vealed that complaints of uncompleted tele-
phone calls persist, with the most recent sur-
vey in October 2012 indicating a 41 percent
increase in uncompleted calls between March
and September of the same year;

Whereas the National Exchange Carrier
Association and rural telecommunications
carriers in April 2012 supplied information
that—

(1) 6.4 percent of calls to rural areas failed,
but only 0.5 percent of calls to urban areas
failed; and

(2) 11 percent of calls to rural areas were
either poor quality or were delayed, com-
pared to only 5 percent in urban areas;

Whereas the Federal Communications
Commission was made aware of an issue re-
garding telephone service connection in
rural areas in November 2010 and has since
issued a declaratory ruling and a notice of
proposed rulemaking with respect to the
issue and has reached a settlement with one
telecommunications carrier;

Whereas, in a declaratory ruling in Feb-
ruary 2012, the Federal Communications
Commission made it clear that blocking or
otherwise restricting telephone service is a
violation of section 201(b) of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 201(b)), which pro-
hibits unjust or unreasonable practices, and
section 202(a) of that Act (47 U.S.C. 202(a)),
which outlines the duty of a telecommuni-
cations carrier to refrain from discrimina-
tion;

Whereas actions by the Federal Commu-
nications Commission have not significantly
decreased the prevalence of telephone calls
being rerouted by telecommunications car-
riers and some States are seeing an increase
in complaints as of April 2013;

Whereas telephone communications are
vital to keeping rural areas of the United
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States competitive in the economy, and a
low rate of telephone call completion results
in economic injury to rural businesses, in-
cluding farmers, trucking companies, and
suppliers who have seen thousands of dollars
in business lost when telephone calls are not
completed;

Whereas the safety of the public is at risk
from a lack of quality telephone communica-
tions, including 911 services;

Whereas schools depend on telephone calls
to notify students and parents of emer-
gencies, and health care centers depend on
telecommunications services to save lives
and to communicate with rural patients;

Whereas small, local telecommunications
carriers are losing valuable, multi-line busi-
ness subscribers because of a lack of quality
telecommunications services, which is finan-
cially detrimental to those carriers and ad-
versely affects the rural communities served
by those carriers; and

Whereas it may cost a telecommunications
carrier serving a rural area hundreds of dol-
lars to investigate each complaint of an
uncompleted telephone call: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) all providers must appropriately com-
plete calls to all areas of the United States
regardless of the technology used by the pro-
viders;

(2) no entity may unreasonably discrimi-
nate against telephone users in rural areas of
the United States; and

(3) the Federal Communications Commis-
sion should—

(A) aggressively pursue those that violate
the rules of the Federal Communications
Commission and create these problems, and
impose swift and meaningful enforcement
actions to discourage—

(i) practices leading to telephone calls not
being completed in rural areas of the United
States; and

(ii) unreasonable discrimination against
telephone users in rural areas of the United
States; and

(B) move forward with clear, comprehen-
sive, and enforceable actions in order to es-
tablish a robust and definitive solution to
discrimination against telephone users in
rural areas of the United States.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 158—TO AU-
THORIZE THE PRODUCTION OF
RECORDS BY THE PERMANENT
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGA-
TIONS OF THE COMMITTEE ON
HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOV-
ERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. REID of Nevada (for himself and
Mr. MCCONNELL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 158

Whereas, the Permanent Subcommittee on
Investigations of the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs con-
ducted a review of the expenditures of U.S.
funds related to U.S. efforts in Afghanistan;

Whereas, the Subcommittee has received a
request from a federal agency for access to
records of the Subcommittee’s review;

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
can, by administrative or judicial process, be
taken from such control or possession but by
permission of the Senate;

Whereas, when it appears that evidence
under the control or in the possession of the
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