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process, and ensuring security for voters and
candidates; to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 287
At the request of Mr. BEGICH, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 287, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to expand the
definition of homeless veteran for pur-
poses of benefits under the laws admin-
istered by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes.
S. 309
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
309, a bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the World War II mem-
bers of the Civil Air Patrol.
S. 351
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3561, a bill to repeal the provisions of
the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act of providing for the Inde-
pendent Payment Advisory Board.
S. 403
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 403, a bill to amend the
Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 to address and take action
to prevent bullying and harassment of
students.
S. 420
At the request of Mr. ENZI, the names
of the Senator from Louisiana (Mr.
VITTER) and the Senator from West
Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 420, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide for the logical flow of return infor-
mation between partnerships, corpora-
tions, trusts, estates, and individuals
to better enable each party to submit
timely, accurate returns and reduce
the need for extended and amended re-
turns, to provide for modified due dates
by regulation, and to conform the
automatic corporate extension period
to longstanding regulatory rule.
S. 450
At the request of Mr. SHELBY, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
450, a bill to require enhanced eco-
nomic analysis and justification of reg-
ulations proposed by certain Federal
banking, housing, securities, and com-
modity regulators, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 453
At the request of Mrs. HAGAN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 453, a bill to require that
certain Federal job training and career
education programs give priority to
programs that lead to an industry-rec-
ognized and nationally portable cre-
dential.
S. 462
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
names of the Senator from South Da-
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kota (Mr. JOHNSON) and the Senator
from New Hampshire (Ms. AYOTTE)
were added as cosponsors of S. 462, a
bill to enhance the strategic partner-
ship between the United States and
Israel.
S. 475
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the Senator
from Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI) and the
Senator from  Pennsylvania (Mr.
CASEY) were added as cosponsors of S.
475, a bill to reauthorize the Special
Olympics Sport and Empowerment Act
of 2004, to provide assistance to Best
Buddies to support the expansion and
development of mentoring programs,
and for other purposes.
S. 501
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator
from Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL)
were added as cosponsors of S. 501, a
bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to extend and increase the
exclusion for benefits provided to vol-
unteer firefighters and emergency med-
ical responders.
S. 577
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 577, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide for the distribution of addi-
tional residency positions, and for
other purposes.
S. 579
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
579, a bill to direct the Secretary of
State to develop a strategy to obtain
observer status for Taiwan at the tri-
ennial International Civil Aviation Or-
ganization Assembly, and for other
purposes.
S. 650
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
CoATs) was added as a cosponsor of S.
650, a bill to amend title XXVII of the
Public Health Service Act to preserve
consumer and employer access to li-
censed independent insurance pro-
ducers.
S. 674
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 674, a bill to require prompt re-
sponses from the heads of covered Fed-
eral agencies when the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs requests information
necessary to adjudicate claims for ben-
efits under laws administered by the
Secretary, and for other purposes.
S. 709
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 709, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to increase
diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease and re-
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lated dementias, leading to better care
and outcomes for Americans living
with Alzheimer’s disease and related
dementias.
S. 754
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 754, a bill to amend the Spe-
cialty Crops Competitiveness Act of
2004 to include farmed shellfish as spe-
cialty crops.
S. 2
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 772, a bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to clar-
ify the Food and Drug Administra-
tion’s jurisdiction over certain tobacco
products, and to protect jobs and small
businesses involved in the sale, manu-
facturing and distribution of tradi-
tional and premium cigars.
S. 74
At the request of Mr. BEGICH, the
names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN), the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. MERKLEY), the Senator from
Minnesota (Mr. FRANKEN), the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. ENZzI) and the Sen-
ator from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW)
were added as cosponsors of S. 774, a
bill to require the Comptroller General
of the United States to submit a report
to Congress on the effectiveness of the
Federal Communications Commission’s
universal service reforms.
S. 809
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 809, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to
require that genetically engineered
food and foods that contain genetically
engineered ingredients be labeled ac-
cordingly.
S. 833
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 833, a bill to amend sub-
title B of title VII of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act to pro-
vide education for homeless children
and youths, and for other purposes.
S. 871
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) and the Senator from
Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) were added
as cosponsors of S. 871, a bill to amend
title 10, United States Code, to enhance
assistance for victims of sexual assault
committed by members of the Armed
Forces, and for other purposes.
S. 892
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) and the Senator from
Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 892, a bill to amend the
Iran Threat Reduction and Syria
Human Rights Act of 2012 to impose
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sanctions with respect to certain trans-
actions in foreign currencies, and for
other purposes.
S. 895
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 895, a bill to improve the abil-
ity of the Food and Drug Administra-
tion to study the use of antimicrobial
drugs in food-producing animals.
S. 919
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 919, a bill to amend the Indian
Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act to provide further self-
governance by Indian tribes, and for
other purposes.
S. 942
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 942, a bill to eliminate discrimina-
tion and promote women’s health and
economic security by ensuring reason-
able workplace accommodations for
workers whose ability to perform the
functions of a job are limited by preg-
nancy, childbirth, or a related medical
condition.
S. 946
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) and the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 946, a bill to prohibit tax-
payer funded abortions, and for other
purposes.
S. 955
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 955, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide liability
protections for volunteer practitioners
at health centers under section 330 of
such Act.
S. 962
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 962, a bill to prohibit
amounts made available by the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act and
the Health Care and Education Rec-
onciliation Act of 2010 from being
transferred to the Internal Revenue
Service for implementation of such
Acts.
S. 963
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 963, a bill preventing an unreal-
istic future Medicaid augmentation
plan.
S. 979
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 979, a bill to amend
chapter 1 of title 23, United States
Code, to condition the receipt of cer-
tain highway funding by States on the
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enactment and enforcement by States
of certain laws to prevent repeat in-
toxicated driving.
S. 980
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
980, a bill to provide for enhanced em-
bassy security, and for other purposes.
S. 983
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 983, a bill to prohibit the Sec-
retary of the Treasury from enforcing
the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act and the Health Care and Edu-
cation Reconciliation Act of 2010.
S. 987
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator
from Iowa (Mr. HARKIN), the Senator
from Colorado (Mr. BENNET), the Sen-
ator from Washington (Mrs. MURRAY),
the Senator from New Mexico (Mr.
UDALL), the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BAUCUS), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL) and the Senator
from California (Mrs. BOXER) were
added as cosponsors of S. 987, a bill to
maintain the free flow of information
to the public by providing conditions
for the federally compelled disclosure
of information by certain persons con-
nected with the news media.
S. CON. RES. 12
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Con. Res. 12, a concurrent resolution
expressing the sense of the Congress
that our current tax incentives for re-
tirement savings provide important
benefits to Americans to help plan for
a financially secure retirement.
S. RES. 75
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name
of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 75, a resolution condemning the
Government of Iran for its state-spon-
sored persecution of its Baha’i minor-
ity and its continued violation of the
International Covenants on Human
Rights.
S. RES. 128
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) and the Sen-
ator from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN)
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 128,
a resolution expressing the sense of the
Senate that supporting seniors and in-
dividuals with disabilities is an impor-
tant responsibility of the TUnited
States, and that a comprehensive ap-
proach to expanding and supporting a
strong home care workforce and mak-
ing long-term services and supports af-
fordable and accessible in communities
is necessary to uphold the right of sen-
iors and individuals with disabilities in
the United States to a dignified quality
of life.
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AMENDMENT NO. 922
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 922 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 954, an original bill to reau-
thorize agricultural programs through
2018.
AMENDMENT NO. 923
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED) and the Senator from
New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
923 intended to be proposed to S. 954, an
original bill to reauthorize agricultural
programs through 2018.
AMENDMENT NO. 925
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 925 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 954, an original bill to reau-
thorize agricultural programs through
2018.
AMENDMENT NO. 926
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 926 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 954, an original bill to reau-
thorize agricultural programs through
2018.
AMENDMENT NO. 927
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 927 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 954, an original bill to reau-
thorize agricultural programs through
2018.
AMENDMENT NO. 930
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 930 intended to
be proposed to S. 954, an original bill to
reauthorize agricultural programs
through 2018.
AMENDMENT NO. 931
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the names of the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. MERKLEY), the Senator from Alas-
ka (Mr. BEGICH) and the Senator from
Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 931 pro-
posed to S. 954, an original bill to reau-
thorize agricultural programs through
2018.
AMENDMENT NO. 936
At the request of Mr. BEGICH, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 936 intended
to be proposed to S. 954, an original bill
to reauthorize agricultural programs
through 2018.
AMENDMENT NO. 939
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Illinois
(Mr. DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 939 intended to be
proposed to S. 954, an original bill to
reauthorize agricultural programs
through 2018.
AMENDMENT NO. 940
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the names of the Senator from Oregon
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(Mr. MERKLEY), the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. REED) and the Sen-
ator from New Jersey (Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG) were added as cosponsors of
amendment No. 940 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 954, an original bill to reau-
thorize agricultural programs through
2018.
AMENDMENT NO. 943

At the request of Mr. BEGICH, the
names of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mrs. FISCHER) and the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY) were added
as cosponsors of amendment No. 943 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 954, an
original bill to reauthorize agricultural
programs through 2018.

———————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself
and Mrs. FISCHER):

S. 992. A bill to provide for offices on
sexual assault prevention and response
under the Chiefs of Staff of the Armed
Forces, to require reports on additional
offices and selection of sexual assault
prevention and response personnel, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

Ms. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, today,
Senator FISCHER and I, rise today to
speak about the alarming crisis of sex-
ual assault within our nation’s mili-
tary.

Three particularly disturbing cases
have arisen in recent weeks. First, an
Air Force Lieutenant Colonel was ar-
rested for sexual battery, and an Army
first sergeant is alleged to have en-
gaged in sexual misconduct at Fort
Flood. Finally, the Army also relieved
a lieutenant colonel from his post for a
domestic dispute that violated a stalk-
ing protection order. What is most con-
cerning is that all were responsible for
either handling sexual assault cases or
managing policies pertaining to mili-
tary sexual assault.

We have seen three incidents of this
kind in a period of two weeks. The fact
that the cases involved multiple serv-
ices speaks volumes to the need to ele-
vate all Sexual Assault Prevention Re-
sponse, SAPR, jobs to the level of im-
portance that they deserve. Given the
challenge of addressing the sexual as-
sault crisis, we need the best and
brightest taking on these jobs in our
military today.

We should take steps to ensure that
these jobs are on par with those that
the military values most. This will ad-
dress one of the primary factors at the
heart of the issue—the need for cul-
tural change in the military. It starts
with increasing the value of Sexual As-
sault Prevention and Response posi-
tions and enforcing a rigorous applica-
tion, intense record review and an
interview process that screens appli-
cants prior to selection for those du-
ties.

While we appreciate Secretary
Hagel’s efforts to ensure that can-
didates for these jobs are rescreened,
retrained and recertified, the bigger

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

issue is making sure that there is a ro-
bust process in place to get the highest
caliber candidates into all Sexual As-
sault Prevention and Response jobs at
the start. We firmly believe that
changes to the military justice system
are critical, but we also believe that
changing military culture will require
transforming the process by which we
fill these positions. It will also require
holding the leadership accountable for
selecting those individuals.

That is why, today, we are intro-
ducing legislation that will make the
highest-level Sexual Assault Preven-
tion and Response positions nomi-
native ones.

Nominative jobs, also referred to as
“high visibility,” are given that des-
ignation because of the caliber of per-
son needed to fill them. These are some
of the most significant, challenging
and highly desired positions in the
military. Transitioning SAPR jobs to a
nominative process enables direct lead-
ership involvement from the com-
mander, who would now hand-pick the
person to fill the role. Furthermore,
there is a level of prestige that comes
with taking nominative jobs because
they are recognized as premiere jobs
within the organization. Applicants
know up front that these jobs will be
challenging and career-enhancing. As
such, only the best of the best need
apply.

This crisis has reached a breaking
point that requires more than the tra-
ditional process for filling military po-
sitions. We can no longer be com-
fortable placing the service member in
a SAPR position solely based upon in-
dividual career paths and personal as-
pirations. As proven over the last sev-
eral weeks, there are holes in that
process. We need to enact a stringent
application, record review and inter-
view process that holds leaders ac-
countable for SAPR job selection and
increases the likelihood of getting the
best possible applicants.

There is a sense of urgency sur-
rounding military sexual assault that
requires answers now. Secretary Hagel
was correct in saying, ‘‘Sexual assault
has no place in the United States mili-
tary’” and that ‘‘the American people,
including our service members, should
expect a culture of absolutely no toler-
ance for this deplorable behavior.” We
could not agree more, but we are also
of the belief that the change in culture
with respect to sexual assault will re-
quire more than education and aware-
ness training. Our military needs to de-
velop a culture that gives preeminence
to jobs related to sexual assault pre-
vention.

We know that military leaders share
our concerns and appreciate the leader-
ship demonstrated thus far. We trust
that they will also acknowledge the
benefits of making SAPR jobs nomi-
native positions. We hope my col-
leagues in the Senate will take up and
pass this legislation as we attempt to
address the scourge that is sexual as-
sault in our military.
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By Mr. CORNYN:

S. 993. A bill to authorize and request
the President to award the Medal of
Honor to James Megellas, formerly of
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, and currently
of Colleyville, Texas, for acts of valor
on January 28, 1945, during the Battle
of the Bulge in World War II; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 993

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION AND REQUEST FOR
AWARD OF MEDAL OF HONOR TO
JAMES MEGELLAS FOR ACTS OF

VALOR DURING BATTLE OF THE
BULGE.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The President is au-
thorized and requested to award the Medal of
Honor under section 3741 of title 10, United
States Code, to James Megellas, formerly of
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, and currently of
Colleyville, Texas, for the acts of valor de-
scribed in subsection (b).

(b) ACTION DESCRIBED.—The acts of valor
referred to in subsection (a) are the actions
of James Megellas on January 28, 1945, in
Herresbach, Belgium, during the Battle of
the Bulge, during World War II, when, as a
first lieutenant in the 82d Airborne Division,
he led a surprise and devastating attack on
a much larger advancing enemy force, kill-
ing and capturing a large number and caus-
ing others to flee, single-handedly destroying
an attacking German Mark V tank with two
hand-held grenades, and then leading his
men in clearing and seizing Herresbach.

(c) WAIVER OF TIME LIMITATIONS.—The
award under subsection (a) may be made
without regard to the time limitations speci-
fied in section 3744(b) of title 10, United
States Code, or any other time limitation es-
tablished by law or regulation with respect
to the awarding of certain medals to persons
who served in the Army.

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself
and Mr. DONNELLY):

S. 995. A bill to authorize the Na-
tional Desert Storm Memorial Associa-
tion to establish the National Desert
Storm and Desert Shield Memorial as a
commemorative work in the District of
Columbia, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, there
is currently no national memorial
dedicated to the valor and sacrifices
made by those members of our Armed
Forces who honorably fought, and in
some cases made the ultimate sac-
rifice, in Operations Desert Shield and
Desert Storm. For this reason, I am
joining with Senator JOE DONNELLY to
introduce the National Desert Storm
and Desert Shield War Memorial Act.”
This legislation will authorize the es-
tablishment of a National Desert
Storm and Desert Shield Memorial to
honor the service and sacrifice of those
who fought in Operations Desert Storm
and Desert Shield.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.
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