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We talked about the IRS for a mo-
ment. The IRS is going to be on the
frontlines of enforcing the health care
law. This is the same agency of govern-
ment that has for the most part over
the last few years, now by admission of
everyone involved, been abusing
power—at least some of their employ-
ees have. I don’t want to besmirch the
entire agency. As Senator HATCH was
saying a few minutes ago, there are
very good people at work all through-
out government who would never par-
ticipate in this sort of behavior.

My point is that this is the agency
that was targeting Americans because
they were organizing themselves as
conservatives. This is now the agency
that is going to be empowered with
new powers it has never had before—
the power to force every American to
either buy health insurance or pay a
fine, buy health insurance or pay a tax.

In the weeks to come, I am going to
be outlining examples of why giving
government more power than it should
have creates situations like this—the
potential for situations like this to
occur. There was enormous wisdom in
limiting the power of the Federal Gov-
ernment that our Framers had, enor-
mous wisdom in that. That is why they
specifically said: If this Constitution
doesn’t give the Federal Government
this power, it doesn’t have it. We some-
times forget that lesson from two cen-
turies later, but we shouldn’t. That is
an important limit.

I think we can have an honest debate
about what role government should be
playing in our lives and in our econ-
omy. There could be an honest debate
about that because there is a role for
government to play. There is an impor-
tant role for government to play in our
country. It can go too far, whether it is
in the realm of civil liberties or eco-
nomic liberties. That is what I think
the debate should be focused on in the
weeks to come, in addition to getting
to the bottom of what has happened
here, understanding clearly what has
happened here.

I am involved in another endeavor:
immigration reform. One of the biggest
impediments to immigration reform
that I am facing—that we are facing—
is this distrust of the Federal Govern-
ment. It is the belief that they are not
going to enforce the law. No matter
what we pass or what we put in place,
they are not going to do it. We tried
this 20 or 30 years ago, and they didn’t
do it. That is unfortunate. I hope we
can overcome that. I believe we can be-
cause the truth is that the vast major-
ity of Americans—the vast majority of
Republicans, Democrats, Independ-
ents—are willing to deal with the fact
that we have 11 million people living in
this country illegally so long as we can
ensure that this problem never happens
again in the future. They are willing to
deal with that. We have to win their
confidence that, in fact, the measures
we are going to take are going to pre-
vent that from happening in the future.
We are struggling because people have
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such a distrust of the government’s
willingness or ability to enforce the
law. You see it, even in that issue, rear
its head.

I think it is important to remind our-
selves that even if government is run
by the best people with the best of in-
tentions, it has a tendency to do these
sorts of things. You see that at every
level but particularly at the Federal
level where there are such enormous
powers.

Anytime we come here and debate
giving government a new power, a new
agency, a new mandate, or a new juris-
diction, we should be cognizant of the
history of government power. We
should be cognizant of what it has
meant throughout human history. We
should remember why the Framers lim-
ited that power to begin with—because
they understood that power could be
abused.

In the weeks to come, I know that I,
along with all my colleagues, want to
get to the bottom of this. We want to
understand from the IRS’ perspective
who was involved in doing this, why
this happened, and, more importantly,
what we can do now to make sure this
never, ever happens again, what we can
do now to ensure that not just in the
IRS but across the government that a
situation like this never happens again
so that no matter what your political
persuasion may be, no American ever
feels afraid to speak out politically be-
cause they may wind up the target of
governmental action.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Vermont.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak for up to
20 minutes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——————

INEQUALITY

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to have printed in
the RECORD the English translation of
remarks made this morning by Pope
Francis, who addressed the new non-
resident ambassadors to the Holy See.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TRANSLATION OF POPE
FRANCIS’ ADDRESS FOR THE NEW NON-RESI-
DENT AMBASSADORS TO THE HOLY SEE:
KYRGYZSTAN, ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA, LUX-
EMBOURG AND BOTSWANA (16 MAY 2013)

Your Excellencies,

I am pleased to receive you for the presen-
tation of the Letters accrediting you as Am-
bassadors Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
to the Holy See on the part of your respec-
tive countries: Kytgyzstan, Antigua and Bar-
buda, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and
Botswana. The gracious words which you
have addressed to me, for which I thank you
heartily, have testified that the Heads of
State of your countries are concerned to de-
velop relations of respect and cooperation
with the Holy See. I would ask you kindly to
convey to them my sentiments of gratitude
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and esteem, together with the assurance of
my prayers for them and their fellow citi-
Zens.

Ladies and Gentlemen, our human family
is presently experiencing something of a
turning point in its own history, if we con-
sider the advances made in various areas. We
can only praise the positive achievements
which contribute to the authentic welfare of
mankind, in fields such as those of health,
education and communications. At the same
time, we must also acknowledge that the
majority of the men and women of our time
continue to live daily in situations of insecu-
rity, with dire consequences. Certain
pathologies are increasing, with their psy-
chological consequences; fear and despera-
tion grip the hearts of many people, even in
the so-called rich countries; the joy of life is
diminishing; indecency and violence are on
the rise; poverty is becoming more and more
evident. People have to struggle to live and,
frequently, to live in an undignified way.
One cause of this situation, in my opinion, is
in our relationship with money, and our ac-
ceptance of its power over ourselves and our
society. Consequently the financial crisis
which we are experiencing makes us forget
that its ultimate origin is to be found in a
profound human crisis. In the denial of the
primacy of human beings! We have created
new idols. The worship of the golden calf of
old (cf. Ex 32:15-34) has found a new and
heartless image in the cult of money and the
dictatorship of an economy which is faceless
and lacking any truly humane goal.

The worldwide financial and economic cri-
sis seems to highlight their distortions and
above all the gravely deficient human per-
spective, which reduces man to one of his
needs alone, namely, consumption. Worse
yet, human beings themselves are nowadays
considered as consumer goods which can be
used and thrown away. We have begun a
throw away culture. This tendency is seen on
the level of individuals and whole societies;
and it is being promoted! In circumstances
like these, solidarity, which is the treasure
of the poor, is often considered counter-
productive, opposed to the logic of finance
and the economy. While the income of a mi-
nority is increasing exponentially, that of
the majority is crumbling. This imbalance
results from ideologies which uphold the ab-
solute autonomy of markets and financial
speculation, and thus deny the right of con-
trol to States, which are themselves charged
with providing for the common good. A new,
invisible and at times virtual, tyranny is es-
tablished, one which unilaterally and irre-
mediably imposes its own laws and rules.
Moreover, indebtedness and credit distance
countries from their real economy and citi-
zens from their real buying power. Added to
this, as if it were needed, is widespread cor-
ruption and selfish fiscal evasion which have
taken on worldwide dimensions. The will to
power and of possession has become limit-
less.

Concealed behind this attitude is a rejec-
tion of ethics, a rejection of God. Ethics, like
solidarity, is a nuisance! It is regarded as
counterproductive: as something too human,
because it relativizes money and power; as a
threat, because it rejects manipulation and
subjection of people: because ethics leads to
God, who is situated outside the categories
of the market. These financiers, economists
and politicians consider God to be unman-
ageable, unmanageable even dangerous, be-
cause he calls man to his full realization and
to independence from any kind of slavery.
Ethics—naturally, not the ethics of ide-
ology—makes it possible, in my view, to cre-
ate a balanced social order that is more hu-
mane. In this sense, I encourage the finan-
cial experts and the political leaders of your
countries to consider the words of Saint
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John Chrysostom: ‘‘Not to share one’s goods
with the poor is to rob them and to deprive
them of life. It is not our goods that we pos-
sess, but theirs” (Homily on Lazarus, 1:6-PG
48, 992D),

Dear Ambassadors, there is a need for fi-
nancial reform along ethical lines that
would produce in its turn an economic re-
form to benefit everyone. This would never-
theless require a courageous change of atti-
tude on the part of political leaders. I urge
them to face this challenge with determina-
tion and farsightedness, taking account, nat-
urally, of their particular situations. Money
has to serve, not to rule! The Pope loves ev-
eryone, rich and poor alike, but the Pope has
the duty, in Christ’s name, to remind the
rich to help the poor, to respect them, to
promote them. The Pope appeals for disin-
terested solidarity and for a return to per-
son-centred ethics in the world of finance
and economics.

For her part, the Church always works for
the integral development of every person, In
this sense, she reiterates that the common
good should not be simply an extra, simply a
conceptual scheme of inferior quality tacked
onto political programmes. The Church en-
courages those in power to be truly at the
service of the common good of their peoples.
She urges financial leaders to take account
of ethics and solidarity. And why should
they not turn to God to draw inspiration
from his designs? in this way, a new political
and economic mindset would arise that
would help to transform the absolute dichot-
omy between the economic and social
spheres into a healthy symbiosis.

Finally, through you, I greet with affec-
tion the Pastors and the faithful of the
Catholic communities present in your coun-
tries. I urge them to continue their coura-
geous and joyful witness of faith and fra-
ternal love in accordance with Christ’s
teaching. Let them not be afraid to offer
their contribution to the development of
their countries, through initiatives and atti-
tudes inspired by the Sacred Scriptures! And
as you inaugurate your mission, I extend to
you, dear Ambassadors, my very best wishes,
assuring you of the assistance of the Roman
Curia for the fulfilment of you duties. To
this end, upon you and your families, and
also upon your Embassy staff, I willingly in-
voke abundant divine blessings.

Mr. SANDERS. I don’t usually com-
ment much on religious matters, but I
was very impressed by what the Pope
had to say today. In his remarks Pope
Francis called for a revamping of the
global financial system, a system
which he pointed out benefits the few,
values money over human dignity, and
continues to widen the gap between the
rich and everybody else.

While acknowledging the advances
modern society has made in health
care, education, technology, and other
areas, the Pope expressed his concern
for the least amongst us. The Pope
said:

We must also acknowledge that the major-
ity of the men and women of our time con-
tinue to live daily in situations of insecu-
rity, with dire consequences .. . fear and
desperation grip the hearts of many people,
even in the so-called rich countries; the joy
of life is diminishing; indecency and violence
are on the rise; poverty is becoming more
and more evident. People have to struggle to
live and, frequently, to live in an undignified
way.

The Pope went on to say this in his
rather brief remarks:

One cause of this situation . . . is in our re-
lationship with money, and our acceptance
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of its power over ourselves and our society
. . . The worship of the golden calf of old has
found a new and heartless image in the cult
of money and the dictatorship of an economy
which is faceless and lacking any truly hu-
mane goal.

The Pope continued:

The worldwide financial and economic cri-
sis seems to highlight their distortions and
above all the gravely deficient human per-
spective, which reduces man to one of his
needs alone, namely, consumption. Worse
yet, human beings themselves are nowadays
considered as consumer goods which can be
used and thrown away. We have begun a
throw away culture.

He also said:

Solidarity, which is the treasure of the
poor, is often considered counterproductive,
opposed to the logic of finance and the econ-
omy.

Further quoting the Pope, and I hope
everybody listens to this:

While the income of a minority is increas-
ing exponentially, that of the majority is
crumbling.

Let me repeat that. This is what the
Pope said today:

While the income of a minority is increas-
ing exponentially, that of the majority is
crumbling. This imbalance results from
ideologies which uphold the absolute auton-
omy of markets and financial speculation,
and thus deny the right of control to States,
which are themselves charged with providing
for the common good. A new, invisible and at
times virtual, tyranny is established, one
which unilaterally and irremediably imposes
its own laws and rules. Moreover, indebted-
ness and credit distance countries from their
real economy and citizens from their real
buying power. Added to this, as if it were
needed, is widespread corruption and selfish
fiscal evasion, which have taken on world-
wide dimensions. The will to power and of
possession has become limitless.

This is from a speech Pope Francis
made today. I think it is important
that we listen to the Pope on this
issue. Frankly, I have strong disagree-
ments with the Catholic Church on
issues of women'’s rights, issues of gay
rights, and a number of other issues.
On this issue of what is happening eco-
nomically around the world—the power
of financial markets; the growing gap
between the very rich and everyone
else; the need for government and for
states around the world to step in and
protect the dispossessed; the need to
understand that money unto itself
means nothing unless it is being used
in a way that improves the lives of all
people—that is a message coming from
the Pope. It is a message worth think-
ing about and discussing.

———————

THE IRS

Mr. SANDERS. In the Senate, I hear
a lot of criticism of government, some
of which is certainly justified. All of
us, I would hope, are deeply concerned,
embarrassed, and disagree with what
the IRS did in terms of picking out one
political persuasion in terms of tax-ex-
empt status. That is clearly wrong, un-
acceptable, and must be dealt with.

Many of my friends attack govern-
ment day after day when government
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is trying to do the right thing in pro-
tecting middle-class and working fami-
lies. There are some in the Congress,
for example, who believe that govern-
ment programs such as Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, and Medicaid should be
significantly cut or that maybe govern-
ment shouldn’t even be involved in
those areas. They believe these pro-
grams are unconstitutional.

If you were to eliminate Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, and Medicaid, what
would happen to tens of millions of
people who rely on Social Security for
their retirement, especially at a time
when many private pensions have been
cut severely? If you make cuts or
eliminate Medicare for the old or you
undo the Medicare system we know and
turn it into the system our friends in
the House would like to have, what will
happen to elderly people when they get
sick and need health care and don’t
have the money in their own pockets
to pay for that? I will tell you what
will happen.

This year alone, it is estimated that
approximately 45,000 Americans will
die because they never made it to a
doctor on time when they should have
made it. If you make major cuts in
Medicare or do away with the basic
guarantees Medicare now provides,
clearly the number of people who will
die will simply increase.

If you are 67 years of age and are di-
agnosed with cancer and Medicare is
not there for you and you don’t have a
family who has money, what will hap-
pen to you? Some of my Republican
friends will say: Well, go to charity.
Charity is not going to be there to pro-
vide health care for millions of people.

In terms of health care, what we
must point out over and over again be-
cause many Americans don’t under-
stand it is that our Nation is the only
Nation in the industrialized world that
does not guarantee health care to all
people as a right of citizenship.

Today, although we hope that will
change in the very near future, 50 mil-
lion people have no health insurance.
Many others have large deductibles or
copayments, which keep them from
going to the doctor when they should.

We have invited the Ambassador
from Denmark to join us in a town
meeting in Vermont on Saturday. He
will explain to us how in Denmark,
among many other countries through-
out the world, they can provide health
care to people that is virtually free
from out-of-pocket expenses and yet
per capita end up spending substan-
tially less than we do. He will explain
to us why the cost of their prescription
drugs is substantially lower than it is
in the United States.

In terms of education, this is at a
time when in my State the average col-
lege graduate in Vermont leaves school
some $28,000 in debt—roughly the na-
tional average. This is at a time when
hundreds of thousands of young people
cannot afford to go to college, and we
lose all of their intellectual capabili-
ties and the genius they might provide
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