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aside pre-tax dollars to pay for out-of-
pocket health care expenditures, in-
cluding dental and vision services.
Many families count on their FSAs to
help cover their monthly expenses for
prescription drugs, co-pays for doctors’
visits, children’s dental care, and med-
ical equipment and supplies for dis-
abled family members.

In an economy where every penny
counts, it just does not make sense for
employees who may have overesti-
mated their anticipated yearly out-of-
pocket health care expenditures at the
beginning of a plan year to be penalized
by having to forfeit unspent funds to
their employer at the end of a plan
year. It also leads to wasteful spending
when employees try to avoid forfeiting
their FSA balances by rushing at the
end of a plan year to purchase unneces-
sary health-related items, such as mul-
tiple pairs of eyeglasses.

One-third of the Federal workforce
currently use FSAs, as do millions of
State, county and local public employ-
ees, and workers in private industry.
We should encourage employees to put
money into FSAs to help defray their
out-of-pocket health care costs, to use
these funds wisely, and not have them
fear losing hard-earned money at the
end of a plan year just because their
health care expenditures may be less
than anticipated.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bipartisan legislation, which will help
America’s working families better
manage their personal finances.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 142—DESIG-
NATING MAY 15, 2013, AS “NA-
TIONAL MPS AWARENESS DAY

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr.
HOEVEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BEGICH,
Ms. HEITKAMP, Ms. MURKOWSKI, and
Mrs. BOXER) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 142

Whereas mucopolysaccharidosis (referred
to in this resolution as “MPS”’) are a group
of genetically determined lysosomal storage
diseases that render the human body incapa-
ble of producing certain enzymes needed to
break down complex carbohydrates;

Whereas MPS diseases cause complex car-
bohydrates to be stored in almost every cell
in the body and progressively cause cellular
damage;

Whereas the cellular damage caused by
MPS—

(1) adversely affects the human body by
damaging the heart, respiratory system,
bones, internal organs, and central nervous
system; and

(2) often results in intellectual disabilities,
short stature, corneal damage, joint stiff-
ness, loss of mobility, speech and hearing im-
pairment, heart disease, hyperactivity,
chronic respiratory problems, and, most im-
portantly, a drastically shortened life span;

Whereas symptoms of MPS are usually not
apparent at birth;

Whereas, without treatment, the life ex-
pectancy of an individual afflicted with MPS
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begins to decrease at a very early stage in
the life of the individual;

Whereas research has resulted in the devel-
opment of limited treatments for some MPS
diseases;

Whereas promising advancements in the
pursuit of treatments for additional MPS
diseases are underway as of the date of
agreement to this resolution;

Whereas, despite the creation of new rem-
edies, the blood-brain barrier continues to be
a significant impediment to effectively
treating the brain, which prevents the treat-
ment of many of the symptoms of MPS;

Whereas the quality of life of the individ-
uals afflicted with MPS, and the treatments
available to those individuals, will be en-
hanced through the development of early de-
tection techniques and early intervention;

Whereas treatments and research advance-
ments for MPS are limited by a lack of
awareness about MPS diseases;

Whereas the lack of awareness about MPS
diseases extends to individuals within the
medical community;

Whereas the cellular damage that is caused
by MPS makes MPS a model for the study of
many other degenerative genetic diseases;
and

Whereas the development of effective
therapies and a potential cure for MPS dis-
eases can be accomplished by increased
awareness, research, data collection, and in-
formation distribution: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates May 15, 2013, as ‘‘National
MPS Awareness Day’’; and

(2) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Na-
tional MPS Awareness Day”’.

———

NOTICE OF HEARING

PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I would
like to announce for the information of
the Senate and the public that the Per-
manent Subcommittee on Investiga-
tions of the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs has
scheduled a hearing entitled, ‘‘Offshore
Profit Shifting and the U.S. Tax Code—
Part 2.”” The Subcommittee will con-
tinue its examination of the structures
and methods employed by multi-
national corporations to shift profits
offshore and how such activities are af-
fected by the Internal Revenue Code
and related regulations. Witnesses will
include representatives from the De-
partment of the Treasury, the Internal
Revenue Service, representatives of a
multinational corporation, and tax ex-
perts. A witness list will be available
Friday, May 17, 2013.

The Subcommittee hearing has been
scheduled for Tuesday, May 21, 2013, at
9:30 a.m., in room 106 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building. For further in-
formation, please contact Elise Bean of
the Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations at (202) 224-9505.

———
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on

May 15, 2013

May 15, 2013, at 2:30 p.m. in room 253 of
the Russell Senate Office Building. The
Committee will hold a hearing enti-
tled, “The Road Ahead: Advanced Vehi-
cle Technology and Its Implications.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on May 15, 2013, at 9 a.m., to
hold a hearing entitled, ‘‘U.S. Policy
Toward Iran.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on May 15, 2013, at 9:30 a.m. to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘‘Performance Man-
agement and Congressional Oversight:
380 Recommendations to Reduce Over-
lap and Duplication to Make Wash-
ington More Efficient.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on May 15, 2013, at 2:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on May 15, 2013, in room SD-628 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building, at
2:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on May 15, 2013, at 10 a.m. in
room SR-418 of the Russell Senate Of-
fice Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL SECURITY AND
INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND FINANCE
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs Subcommittee on Na-
tional Security and International
Trade and Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on May 15, 2013, at 2 p.m., to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘“‘Improving Cross Bor-
der Resolution to Better Protect Tax-
payers and the Economy.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.



May 15, 2013

NATIONAL MPS AWARENESS DAY

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 1
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 142, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

A resolution (S. Res. 142) designating May
15, 2013, as ‘‘National MPS Awareness Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

142) was
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ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MAY 16,
2013

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 11 a.m. on Thursday, May
16, 2013; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that following any
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session to consider Calendar
No. 91, the nomination of Ernest J.
Moniz, under the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. There will be a
rollcall vote at approximately 2 p.m.
on confirmation of the Moniz nomina-
tion.
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ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 11 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. If there is no
further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
it stand adjourned under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,

at 6:39 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
May 16, 2013, at 11 a.m.

————

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate May 15, 2013:

THE JUDICIARY

WILLIAM H. ORRICK, III, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

MARILYN B. TAVENNER, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE ADMINIS-
TRATOR OF THE CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID
SERVICES.
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