S3262

Whereas the future of BiH is in the Euro-
pean Union and NATO: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reiterates its support for the sov-
ereignty, territorial integrity, and legal con-
tinuity of BiH within its internationally rec-
ognized borders, as well as the equality of its
three constituent peoples and others within
an integrated multiethnic country;

(2) welcomes steps taken by the govern-
ment of BiH towards integration into the
Euro-Atlantic community and reiterates its
position that this commitment is in the in-
terests of the further stabilization of the re-
gion of southeastern Europe;

(3) emphasizes that it is urgent that BiH,
as well as its internal political entities, all
work toward the creation of an efficient and
effective state able to meet its domestic and
international obligations with effective and
functional institutions, and that the na-
tional government of BiH—as well as the in-
stitutions of the entities—are able to instill
necessary reforms in order to fulfill Euro-
pean Union and North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization membership requirements;

(4) reiterates its call that constitutional
reform in BiH take the Dayton Peace Ac-
cords as its basis, but advance the principles
of political, economic, legal, and religious
equality and tolerance in order to rectify
provisions that conflict with the European
Charter of Human Rights and the ruling of
the European Court of Human Rights, and to
rectify the conditions to enable economic de-
velopment and the creation of a single eco-
nomic space, including through the fair and
effective functioning of public companies so
as to be consistent with the goal of success-
ful EU membership;

(5) stresses the importance of privatization
of the publicly owned enterprises through
fully transparent international tenders pre-
pared in close cooperation with the EU and
the Office of the High Representative (OHR)
as a means of avoiding the misplacement of
political attention and energy toward run-
ning companies rather than providing effec-
tive service to the citizens of the country;

(6) commends the present focus of the
United States Government in support of
stronger civil society in BiH, and urges the
Department of State to further increase en-
deavors in that regard;

(7) believes that the Department of State
and the President must seek to address all
these matters more emphatically in a man-
ner that provides for a just evaluation of the
current grievances of the three constituent
peoples and the Others in the two entities of
the BiH;

(8) believes that it is of paramount impor-
tance that the United States Government
work closely with the EU in conceiving and
implementing an accession process specifi-
cally made for BiH, which would link in a
causal and firmly conditional way the inter-
nal integration of BiH with its phased inte-
gration into the EU;

(9) urges that it is substantially beneficial
for the process of building up the functional
capacities of BiH to the level of its full abil-
ity to enable membership in NATO and the
EU, that the United States Government
work closely with BiH’s neighboring coun-
tries—especially those who are signatories to
the Dayton Peace Accords—ensuring consist-
ency along the lines of their own European
ambitions so that they actively contribute
to BiH’s internal integration and political
and administrative functionality conducive
to BiH’s successful membership in NATO and
the EU;

(10) reiterates that a fully functional Fed-
eration of BiH entity is essential for the fu-
ture of BiH as a functional and stable state
and therefore any envisaged reform should
take into account protection of the constitu-
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tional rights of all, including Bosnian
Croats—demographically smallest of the
three Dayton Peace Accords recognized con-
stituent peoples in BiH—and prevent further
weakening of their position;

(11) believes that it is important that the
United States Government, together with
other international actors, support countries
of the region in fulfilling their obligations as
agreed through the launching of the Sara-
jevo Process in 2005, reaffirmed in the 2011
Belgrade Declaration, as well as during the
Donor Conference held in Sarajevo in April
2012, aimed at ending the protracted refugee
and internal-displacement situation in the
region of Southeast Europe and finding dura-
ble solutions for the refugees and internally
displaced persons through the implementa-
tion of the Balkans Regional Housing Pro-
gramme;

(12) reiterates its call that the United
States should designate a Presidential Spe-
cial Envoy to the Balkans who should work
in partnership with the OHR, the EU, NATO,
and the political leaders in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, as well as with neighboring
countries, to facilitate much needed reforms
at all levels of government and society in
BiH; and

(13) urges the Presidential Special Envoy,
not later than one year after the date of the
enactment of this Act, to submit to the Com-
mittees on Foreign Relations and Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the Committees on
Foreign Affairs and Appropriations of the
House of Representatives a report with tar-
geted evaluations and discoveries, including
to provide proposals on how to address any
ongoing difficulties outlined above, as well
as ways to overcome any remaining polit-
ical, economic, legal, or religious inequal-
ities in BiH.

——

SENATE RESOLUTION 132—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE REQUEST
FOR DOMESTIC BASE REALIGN-
MENT AND CLOSURE AUTHORITY
IN 2015 AND 2017 IS NEITHER AF-
FORDABLE NOR FEASIBLE AS OF
THE DATE OF AGREEMENT TO
THIS RESOLUTION AND THAT
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MUST FURTHER ANALYZE THE
CAPABILITY TO CONSOLIDATE
EXCESS OVERSEAS INFRASTRUC-
TURE AND INCREASE EFFI-
CIENCIES BY RELOCATING MIS-
SIONS FROM OVERSEAS TO DO-
MESTIC INSTALLATIONS PRIOR
TO REQUESTING DOMESTIC BASE

REALIGNMENT AND CLOSURE
AUTHORITY
Mr. BEGICH (for himself, Mr.

TESTER, and Mr. BAUCUS) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Armed
Services:

S. REs. 132

Whereas the Department of Defense claims
a 24 percent surplus in domestic military in-
frastructure and has requested domestic
Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC)
rounds in 2015 and 2017;

Whereas Congress rejected a request for 2
BRAC rounds made by the Department of
Defense in fiscal year 2013;

Whereas the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee noted in title XXIV of Senate Report
112-173 to accompany S. 3254 of the 112th
Congress, that a request by the Department
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of Defense for authority to conduct a domes-
tic BRAC round must be preceded by a com-
prehensive evaluation of opportunities to ob-
tain efficiencies through the consolidation of
the overseas operations of defense agencies
and possible relocation back to the United
States;

Whereas the Base Structure Report for fis-
cal year 2012 of the Office of the Deputy
Under Secretary of Defense, Installations
and Environment, found that the Depart-
ment of Defense has 666 military sites in for-
eign countries, including 232 in Germany, 109
in Japan, and 85 in South Korea;

Whereas the United States has developed
an increased capacity to rapidly deploy
around the globe, thereby reducing the stra-
tegic value of an overseas footprint based
largely on Cold War geopolitics and an obso-
lete National Security Strategy;

Whereas the Government Accountability
Office concluded in a 2007 study that the 2005
BRAC round was the most complex and cost-
liest ever;

Whereas the Government Accountability
Office found in a 2012 report entitled ‘‘Mili-
tary Base Realignments and Closures: Up-
dated Costs and Savings Estimates from
BRAC 2005 that the 20056 BRAC round far ex-
ceeded estimated implementation costs,
growing from $21,000,000,000 to $35,100,000,000,
a 67 percent increase;

Whereas the Government Accountability
Office found in the 2012 report that the esti-
mated 20-year savings for the 20056 BRAC
round decreased by T2 percent from
$35,600,000,000 to $9,900,000,000;

Whereas the Government Accountability
Office estimates that it will take until 2017
for the Department of Defense to recoup up-
front implementation costs of BRAC 2005, 4
years longer than the BRAC Commission es-
timates and 12 years after the date of execu-
tion and initial investment;

Whereas the Department of Defense would
spend $2,400,000,000 in a time of fiscal aus-
terity to execute the proposed BRAC round
in 2015;

Whereas the financial crisis in the United
States continues to challenge local econo-
mies and a BRAC round would create more
uncertainty and economic hardship for im-
pacted communities still in the recovery
process;

Whereas Federal budget uncertainty and
the fiscal challenges a domestic BRAC round
would bring to communities renders the sig-
nificant $2,400,000,000 in up-front costs nei-
ther affordable nor feasible as of the date of
agreement to this resolution; and

Whereas the lack of potential return on
the significant investment required for a
BRAC round may result in an inefficient use
of taxpayer funds: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) as of the date of agreement to this reso-
lution, the Department of Defense should not
be granted authority for the requested 2015
and 2017 Base Realignment and Closure
rounds;

(2) before granting the authority for the re-
quested 2015 and 2017 BRAC rounds, the De-
partment of Defense should achieve eco-
nomic efficiencies by—

(A) closing and consolidating excess infra-
structure and facilities in overseas locations;
and

(B) reexamining relocation opportunities
of overseas missions to United States mili-
tary installations; and

(3) the Department of Defense is unwise to
request a BRAC round when the economy of
the United States is struggling to recover
and negatively impacted communities are
fighting to put citizens back to work.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 133—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT CONGRESS AND
THE STATES SHOULD INVES-
TIGATE AND CORRECT ABUSIVE,
UNSANITARY, AND ILLEGAL
ABORTION PRACTICES

Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. TOOMEY,
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. ScoTT, Mr. CRUZ, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. BURR, Mr. VITTER, Mr.
BoozMAN, Mr. BLUNT, Mrs. FISCHER,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. PAUL,
Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. COATS, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Ms.
AYOTTE, Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr. GRAHAM)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions:

S. RES. 133

Whereas the Declaration of Independence
sets forth the principle that all people are
created equal and are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable rights, and
that among these rights are life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness;

Whereas the dedication of the people of the
United States to this principle, though at
times tragically marred by institutions such
as slavery and practices such as segregation
and the denial of the right to vote, has sum-
moned the people of the United States time
and again to fight for human dignity and the
common good;

Whereas the people of the United States
believe that every human life is precious
from its very beginning, and that every indi-
vidual, regardless of age, health, or condition
of dependency, deserves the respect and pro-
tection of society;

Whereas the people of the United States
believe that early and consistent care for
mothers, with due regard both for the well-
being of expectant mothers and for the chil-
dren they carry, is a primary goal of any
sound health care policy in the United
States;

Whereas no woman should ever be aban-
doned, by policy or practice, to the depreda-
tions of an unlicensed, unregulated, or
uninspected clinic operating outside of the
law with no regard for the mothers or chil-
dren ostensibly under its care;

Whereas the Report of the Grand Jury in
the Court of Common Pleas of the First Ju-
dicial District of Pennsylvania, certified on
January 14, 2011, contains the results of a
thorough investigation of the policies and
practices of Dr. Kermit Gosnell and the
Women’s Medical Society of Philadelphia,
which found multiple violations of law and
public policy relating to abortion clinics,
and recommended to the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Health that these abortion clin-
ics ‘‘be explicitly regulated as ambulatory
surgical facilities, so that they are inspected
annually and held to the same standards as
all other outpatient procedure centers’’;

Whereas the Report of the Grand Jury doc-
umented a pattern, over a period of 2 dec-
ades, at the Women’s Medical Society of
Philadelphia of untrained and uncertified
personnel performing abortions, non-medical
personnel administering medications, gross-
ly unsanitary and dangerous conditions, vio-
lations of law regarding storage of human re-
mains, and, above all, instances of willful
murder of infants born alive by severing
their spinal cords;

Whereas the violations of law and human
dignity documented at the Women’s Medical
Society of Philadelphia involved women re-
ferred to the facility by abortion facilities in
a number of surrounding States, including
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Virginia,
Delaware;

Whereas abortion clinics in a number of
States, particularly Michigan and Maryland,
and including 2 clinics at which Dr. Kermit
Gosnell performed or initiated abortions and
2 Planned Parenthood facilities in Delaware,
have been closed temporarily or perma-
nently due to unsanitary conditions, and the
Planned Parenthood facilities in Delaware
have been described by former employees as
resembling a ‘‘meat market’’;

Whereas the imposition of criminal and
civil penalties on individuals and corpora-
tions involved in the deplorable practices de-
scribed in this preamble is appropriate, but
is not the only necessary response to such
practices;

Whereas it is essential that the Federal
Government and State and local govern-
ments take action to prevent dangerous con-
ditions at abortion clinics;

Whereas government accountability means
that officials whose duty it is to protect the
safety and well-being of mothers accessing
health care clinics must have their actions
made public and their failures redressed;

Whereas the extent of, and purported jus-
tification for, legal and illegal abortions in
the United States performed late in the sec-
ond trimester of pregnancy and into and
throughout the third trimester of pregnancy
are not routinely reported by all States or
by the Centers for Disease Control, and are
therefore unknown;

Whereas women and children in the United
States deserve better than the 56,145,920
abortions that have been performed in the
United States since the Supreme Court rul-
ings in Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113, and Doe v.
Bolton, 410 U.S. 179, in 1973; and

Whereas there is substantial medical evi-
dence that an unborn child is capable of ex-
periencing pain at 20 weeks after fertiliza-
tion, or earlier: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) Congress and States should gather in-
formation about and correct—

(A) abusive, unsanitary, and illegal abor-
tion practices; and

(B) the interstate referral of women and
girls to facilities engaged in dangerous or il-
legal second- and third-trimester procedures;

(2) Congress has the responsibility to—

(A) investigate and conduct hearings on—

(i) abortions performed near, at, or after
viability in the United States; and

(ii) public policies regarding such abor-
tions; and

(B) evaluate the extent to which such abor-
tions involve violations of the natural right
to life of infants who are born alive or are
capable of being born alive, and therefore are
entitled to equal protection under the law;

(3) there is a compelling governmental in-
terest in protecting the lives of unborn chil-
dren beginning at least from the stage at
which substantial medical evidence indicates
that they are capable of feeling pain, which
is separate from and independent of the com-
pelling governmental interest in protecting
the lives of unborn children beginning at the
stage of viability, and neither governmental
interest is intended to replace the other; and

(4) governmental review of public policies
and outcomes relating to the issues de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) through (4) is long
overdue and is an urgent priority that must
be addressed for the sake of women, children,
families, and future generations.

Maryland, North Carolina, and
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SENATE RESOLUTION 134—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT ALL INCIDENTS
OF ABUSIVE, UNSANITARY, OR
ILLEGAL HEALTH CARE PRAC-
TICES SHOULD BE CONDEMNED
AND PREVENTED AND THE PER-
PETRATORS SHOULD BE PROS-
ECUTED TO THE FULL EXTENT
OF THE LAW
Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, Mrs.

BOXER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Mr.

FRANKEN) submitted the following res-

olution; which was referred to the

Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:
S. REs. 134

Whereas in recent years there have been
rare and tragic incidents of willful violations
of law, human dignity, and standards of care
across a variety of health care settings that
have exposed trusting patients to death and
disease, and shocked the conscience of the
United States, including—

(1) a physician at the Women’s Medical So-
ciety of Philadelphia who is rightfully facing
multiple criminal charges related to horrific
practices;

(2) health care practitioners at the Endos-
copy Center of Southern Nevada who exposed
40,000 patients to hepatitis C through unsani-
tary practices;

(3) an Oklahoma dentist who exposed as
many as 7,000 patients to HIV and hepatitis
B and C through unsanitary practices; and

(4) a nursing director at Kern Valley nurs-
ing home in California who, for her own con-
venience, inappropriately medicated patients
using antipsychotic drugs, resulting in the
death of at least 1 patient: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that all incidents of abusive, unsanitary, or
illegal health care practices should be con-
demned and prevented and the perpetrators
should be prosecuted to the full extent of the
law.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 814. Mr. COBURN (for himself, Mr.
FLAKE, and Mr. MCcCAIN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 601, to provide for the conserva-
tion and development of water and related
resources, to authorize the Secretary of the
Army to construct various projects for im-
provements to rivers and harbors of the
United States, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 815. Mr. COBURN (for himself, Mr.
McCAIN, and Mr. FLAKE) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 601, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 816. Mr. COBURN (for himself, Mrs.
MCCASKILL, and Mr. McCAIN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 601, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 817. Mr. SESSIONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 601, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 818. Mr. SESSIONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 601, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 819. Mr. SESSIONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 601, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 820. Mr. SESSIONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-12T09:49:44-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




