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services provided through congressional of-
fices, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, and Ms. COLLINS): 

S. 895. A bill to improve the ability of the 
Food and Drug Administration to study the 
use of antimicrobial drugs in food-producing 
animals; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BEGICH (for himself, Mr. HELL-
ER, Ms. WARREN, and Ms. COLLINS): 

S. 896. A bill to amend title II of the Social 
Security Act to repeal the Government pen-
sion offset and windfall elimination provi-
sions; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. WARREN: 
S. 897. A bill to prevent the doubling of the 

interest rate for Federal subsidized student 
loans for the 2013–2014 academic year by pro-
viding funds for such loans through the Fed-
eral Reserve System, to ensure that such 
loans are available at interest rates that are 
equivalent to the interest rates at which the 
Federal Government provides loans to banks 
through the discount window operated by 
the Federal Reserve System, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. UDALL of New Mexico (for 
himself and Mr. HEINRICH): 

S. 898. A bill to authorize the Adminis-
trator of General Services to convey a parcel 
of real property in Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico, to the Amy Biehl High School Founda-
tion; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. 
WICKER, Ms. AYOTTE, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
UDALL of New Mexico, and Mr. BOOZ-
MAN): 

S. 899. A bill to establish a position of 
Science Laureate of the United States; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Ms. MIKULSKI: 
S. 900. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to regulate payroll tax de-
posit agents, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. 
SCHUMER): 

S. 901. A bill to protect State and local wit-
nesses from tampering and retaliation, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. VITTER (for himself and Mr. 
HELLER): 

S. 902. A bill to amend the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act to apply the 
provisions of the Act to certain Congres-
sional staff and members of the executive 
branch; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. REID (for Mr. LAUTENBERG (for 
himself, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. DURBIN, 
and Mr. REED)): 

S. 903. A bill to clarify State of residence 
requirements for aliens and nonimmigrant 
requirements for purposes of chapter 44 of 
title 18, United States Code; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and 
Mr. WICKER): 

S. 904. A bill to minimize the economic and 
social costs resulting from losses of life, 
property, well-being, business activity, and 
economic growth associated with extreme 
weather events by ensuring that the United 
States is more resilient to the impacts of ex-
treme weather events in the short- and long- 
term, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
LAUTENBERG, and Mr. SCHUMER): 

S. 905. A bill to amend the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act to enhance existing programs pro-
viding mitigation assistance by encouraging 
States to adopt and actively enforce State 
building codes, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mr. 
WYDEN, Ms. CANTWELL, and Mr. 
RISCH): 

S. 906. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand the technologies 
through which a vehicle qualifies for the 
credit for new qualified plug-in electric drive 
motor vehicles; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Ms. 
COLLINS): 

S. 907. A bill to provide grants to better un-
derstand and reduce gestational diabetes, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota: 
S. 908. A bill to amend the Public Health 

Service Act to improve the diagnosis and 
treatment of hereditary hemorrhagic 
telangiectasia, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. DUR-
BIN): 

S. 909. A bill to amend the Federal Direct 
Loan Program under the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 to provide for student loan afford-
ability, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and 
Mr. BEGICH): 

S. 910. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow Indian tribes to re-
ceive charitable contributions of apparently 
wholesome food; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. BEGICH: 
S. Res. 131. A resolution recommending the 

designation of a Presidential Special Envoy 
to the Balkans to evaluate the successes and 
shortcomings of the implementation of the 
Dayton Peace Accords in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, to provide policy recommenda-
tions, and to report back to Congress within 
one year; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

By Mr. BEGICH (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, and Mr. BAUCUS): 

S. Res. 132. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that the Department of 
Defense request for domestic Base Realign-
ment and Closure authority in 2015 and 2017 
is neither affordable nor feasible as of the 
date of agreement to this resolution and that 
the Department of Defense must further ana-
lyze the capability to consolidate excess 
overseas infrastructure and increase effi-
ciencies by relocating missions from over-
seas to domestic installations prior to re-
questing domestic Base Realignment and 
Closure authority; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. TOOMEY, 
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. BURR, Mr. VITTER, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, Mr. BLUNT, Mrs. FISCHER, 
Mr. THUNE, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. PAUL, 
Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. COATS, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. CHAMBLISS, 
Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr. 
GRAHAM): 

S. Res. 133. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that Congress and the 
States should investigate and correct abu-
sive, unsanitary, and illegal abortion prac-
tices; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mrs. BOXER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Mr. 
FRANKEN): 

S. Res. 134. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that all incidents of abu-
sive, unsanitary, or illegal health care prac-
tices should be condemned and prevented and 
the perpetrators should be prosecuted to the 
full extent of the law; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 131 

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 131, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to improve the 
reproductive assistance provided by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to se-
verely wounded, ill, or injured veterans 
and their spouses, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 273 

At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
273, a bill to modify the definition of fi-
duciary under the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 to 
exclude appraisers of employee stock 
ownership plans. 

S. 294 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
294, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve the disability 
compensation evaluation procedure of 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for 
veterans with mental health conditions 
related to military sexual trauma, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 296 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
names of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 296, a bill to amend the 
Immigration and Nationality Act to 
eliminate discrimination in the immi-
gration laws by permitting permanent 
partners of United States citizens and 
lawful permanent residents to obtain 
lawful permanent resident status in 
the same manner as spouses of citizens 
and lawful permanent residents and to 
penalize immigration fraud in connec-
tion with permanent partnerships. 

S. 309 

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator 
from Delaware (Mr. CARPER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 309, a bill to 
award a Congressional Gold Medal to 
the World War II members of the Civil 
Air Patrol. 

S. 313 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
names of the Senator from Mississippi 
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(Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator from 
Montana (Mr. TESTER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 313, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide for the tax treatment of ABLE ac-
counts established under State pro-
grams for the care of family members 
with disabilities, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 367 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 367, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to repeal the 
Medicare outpatient rehabilitation 
therapy caps. 

S. 381 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SHELBY) and the Senator from 
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 381, a bill to 
award a Congressional Gold Medal to 
the World War II members of the ‘‘Doo-
little Tokyo Raiders’’, for outstanding 
heroism, valor, skill, and service to the 
United States in conducting the bomb-
ings of Tokyo. 

S. 403 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 403, a bill to amend the 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965 to address and take action 
to prevent bullying and harassment of 
students. 

S. 409 
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 

of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
409, a bill to add Vietnam Veterans Day 
as a patriotic and national observance. 

S. 427 
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
427, a bill to amend the Richard B. Rus-
sell National School Lunch Act to pro-
vide flexibility to school food authori-
ties in meeting certain nutritional re-
quirements for the school lunch and 
breakfast programs, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 501 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 501, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend 
and increase the exclusion for benefits 
provided to volunteer firefighters and 
emergency medical responders. 

S. 534 
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 534, a bill to reform the 
National Association of Registered 
Agents and Brokers, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 545 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-

sponsor of S. 545, a bill to improve hy-
dropower, and for other purposes. 

S. 548 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
548, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to improve and enhance 
the capabilities of the Armed Forces to 
prevent and respond to sexual assault 
and sexual harassment in the Armed 
Forces, and for other purposes. 

S. 559 
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 559, a bill to establish a fund 
to make payments to the Americans 
held hostage in Iran, and to members 
of their families, who are identified as 
members of the proposed class in case 
number 1:08-CV–00487 (EGS) of the 
United States District Court for the 
District of Columbia, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 579 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 579, a bill to direct the 
Secretary of State to develop a strat-
egy to obtain observer status for Tai-
wan at the triennial International Civil 
Aviation Organization Assembly, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 623 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
BEGICH), the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. COWAN) and the Senator 
from Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 623, a bill to 
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to ensure the continued access 
of Medicare beneficiaries to diagnostic 
imaging services. 

S. 682 
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
682, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to reset interest 
rates for new student loans. 

S. 709 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator 
from California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 709, a bill to 
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to increase diagnosis of Alz-
heimer’s disease and related demen-
tias, leading to better care and out-
comes for Americans living with Alz-
heimer’s disease and related demen-
tias. 

S. 710 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
710, a bill to provide exemptions from 
municipal advisor registration require-
ments. 

S. 731 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 

(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. THUNE) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 731, a bill to require 
the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System, the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, and the Office 
of the Comptroller of the Currency to 
conduct an empirical impact study on 
proposed rules relating to the Inter-
national Basel III agreement on gen-
eral risk-based capital requirements, 
as they apply to community banks. 

S. 742 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 742, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and the 
Small Business Act to expand the 
availability of employee stock owner-
ship plans in S corporations, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 761 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) and the Senator from 
Maine (Ms. COLLINS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 761, a bill to promote en-
ergy savings in residential and com-
mercial buildings and industry, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 789 
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 

names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) and the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 789, a bill to grant the 
Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, 
to the First Special Service Force, in 
recognition of its superior service dur-
ing World War II. 

S. 813 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
813, a bill to require that Peace Corps 
volunteers be subject to the same limi-
tations regarding coverage of abortion 
services as employees of the Peace 
Corps with respect to coverage of such 
services, and for other purposes. 

S. 815 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 815, a bill to prohibit the em-
ployment discrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity. 

S. 837 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 837, a bill to expand and 
improve opportunities for beginning 
farmers and ranchers, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 845 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 845, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to improve the 
Department of Veterans Affairs Health 
Professionals Educational Assistance 
Program, and for other purposes. 

S. 862 
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the 

names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
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(Mr. COBURN), the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. CRAPO) and the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 862, a bill to amend 
section 5000A of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to provide an additional 
religious exemption from the indi-
vidual health coverage mandate. 

S. 865 
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 865, a bill to provide for 
the establishment of a Commission to 
Accelerate the End of Breast Cancer. 

S. 867 
At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the 

names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) and the Senator 
from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 867, a bill to 
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to provide for pharmacy bene-
fits manager standards under the Medi-
care prescription drug program, to es-
tablish basic audit standards of phar-
macies, to further transparency of pay-
ment methodology to pharmacies, and 
to provide for recoupment returns to 
Medicare. 

S. 871 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

names of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 871, a bill to amend 
title 10, United States Code, to enhance 
assistance for victims of sexual assault 
committed by members of the Armed 
Forces, and for other purposes. 

S. 877 
At the request of Mr. BEGICH, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 877, a bill to require the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to allow 
public access to research of the Depart-
ment, and for other purposes. 

S. 878 
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
878, a bill to amend title 9 of the United 
States Code with respect to arbitra-
tion. 

S. 886 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from New Hampshire 
(Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 886, a bill to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to protect pain-ca-
pable unborn children in the District of 
Columbia, and for other purposes. 

S. 888 
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 888, a bill to provide end user 
exemptions from certain provisions of 
the Commodity Exchange Act and the 
Securities Exchange Act of 1934. 

AMENDMENT NO. 802 
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the 

names of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator from 
New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG), the Sen-

ator from New York (Mr. SCHUMER) and 
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
MENENDEZ) were added as cosponsors of 
amendment No. 802 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 601, a bill to provide for the 
conservation and development of water 
and related resources, to authorize the 
Secretary of the Army to construct 
various projects for improvements to 
rivers and harbors of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 803 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the names of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. COWAN) and the Senator 
from New York (Mr. SCHUMER) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
803 proposed to S. 601, a bill to provide 
for the conservation and development 
of water and related resources, to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Army to 
construct various projects for improve-
ments to rivers and harbors of the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 804 
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 804 intended to be 
proposed to S. 601, a bill to provide for 
the conservation and development of 
water and related resources, to author-
ize the Secretary of the Army to con-
struct various projects for improve-
ments to rivers and harbors of the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 805 
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the 

names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) and the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. COCHRAN) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 805 pro-
posed to S. 601, a bill to provide for the 
conservation and development of water 
and related resources, to authorize the 
Secretary of the Army to construct 
various projects for improvements to 
rivers and harbors of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 806 
At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 806 proposed to 
S. 601, a bill to provide for the con-
servation and development of water 
and related resources, to authorize the 
Secretary of the Army to construct 
various projects for improvements to 
rivers and harbors of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 810 
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 

of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 810 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 601, a bill to provide for the 
conservation and development of water 
and related resources, to authorize the 
Secretary of the Army to construct 
various projects for improvements to 
rivers and harbors of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 813 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN), the Senator from Minnesota 

(Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from 
Minnesota (Mr. FRANKEN) and the Sen-
ator from Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
813 proposed to S. 601, a bill to provide 
for the conservation and development 
of water and related resources, to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Army to 
construct various projects for improve-
ments to rivers and harbors of the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, her 
name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 813 proposed to S. 601, 
supra. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself, 
Mr. BURR, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
ISAKSON, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. 
MORAN, Mr. BOOZMAN, and Mr. 
HELLER): 

S. 893. A bill to provide for an in-
crease, effective December 1, 2013, in 
the rates of compensation for veterans 
with service-connected disabilities and 
the rates of dependency and indemnity 
compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, as 
Chairman of the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, I am proud to introduce 
the Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of- 
Living Adjustment Act of 2013. I am 
also pleased to be joined by Ranking 
Member BURR and all of my colleagues 
on the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
in introducing this important legisla-
tion. I look forward to our continued 
work together to improve the lives of 
our Nation’s veterans. 

Effective December 1, 2013, this meas-
ure would direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to increase the rates of 
veterans’ compensation to keep pace 
with a rise in the cost-of-living, should 
an adjustment be prompted by an in-
crease in the Consumer Price Index, 
CPI. Referred to as the COLA, this im-
portant legislation would make an in-
crease available to veterans at the 
same level as the increase provided to 
recipients of Social Security benefits. 

Last year, I was proud to cosponsor 
the Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of- 
Living Adjustment Act of 2012, which 
provided a 1.7 percent increase in vet-
erans’ compensation. The annual COLA 
legislation is so important because it 
impacts vital benefits, including vet-
erans’ disability compensation and de-
pendency and indemnity compensation 
for surviving spouses and children. In 
fiscal year 2014, it is projected that 
over 4.2 million veterans and survivors 
will receive compensation benefits. 

As a longstanding advocate of our 
Nation’s veterans, I understand the 
critical nature of these benefits as 
many recipients depend upon these tax- 
free payments to feed their families, 
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