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research relating to the extraction and refin-
ing of the isotope helium-3 from crude he-
lium at the Federal Helium Reserve or along
the Federal Helium Pipeline, including—

‘(1) gas analysis;

‘“(2) infrastructure studies; and

‘“(3) cooperation with refiners.

““(b) FEASIBILITY STUDY.—The Secretary, in
consultation with the Secretary of Energy,
or a designee, may carry out a study to as-
sess the feasibility of establishing a facility
to separate the isotope helium-3 from crude
helium at—

‘(1) the Federal Helium Reserve; or

‘(2) an existing helium separation or puri-
fication facility connected to the Federal
Helium Pipeline.

‘“(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of the Helium Stew-
ardship Act of 2013, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of
Representatives a report that contains a de-
scription of the results of the assessments
conducted under this section.

“(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section such sums as are nec-
essary.

“SEC. 19. FEDERAL AGENCY HELIUM ACQUISI-
TION STRATEGY.

“Not later than 2 years after the date of
enactment of the Helium Stewardship Act of
2013, the Secretary (in consultation with the
Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of De-
fense, the Director of the National Science
Foundation, and the Director of the National
Institutes of Health) shall submit to Con-
gress a report that provides for Federal
users—

‘(1) an assessment of the consumption of,
and projected demand for, crude and refined
helium;

‘“(2) a description of a 20-year Federal
strategy for securing access to crude helium;

‘“(3) an assessment of the effects of in-
creases in the price of refined helium and
methods and polices for mitigating any de-
termined effects; and

‘“(4) a description of a process for
prioritization of uses that accounts for di-
minished availability of helium supplies that
may occur over time.”’.

SEC. 7. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.

(a) Section 4 of the Helium Act (50 U.S.C.
167b) is amended by striking ‘‘section 6(f)”
each place it appears in subsections (c)(3),
(c)(4), and (d)(2) and inserting ‘‘section 6(d)”.

(b) Section 8 of the Helium Act (50 U.S.C.
167f) is repealed.

SEC. 8. EXISTING AGREEMENTS.

This Act and the amendments made by
this Act shall not in any manner affect or di-
minish the rights and obligations of the Sec-
retary of the Interior and private parties
under agreements in existence on the date of
enactment of this Act, except to the extent
that the agreements are renewed or extended
after that date.

SEC. 9. REGULATIONS.

The Secretary of the Interior shall promul-
gate such regulations as are necessary to
carry out this Act and the amendments
made by this Act, including regulations nec-
essary to prevent unfair acts and practices.

By Mr. BAUCUS (for himself and
Mr. JOHANNS):

S. 784. A bill to expand agricultural
opportunities for military veterans,
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, in 1787,
Thomas Jefferson wrote a letter to
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George Washington in which he wrote
“Agriculture is our wisest pursuit, be-
cause it will in the end contribute most
to real wealth, good morals, and happi-
ness.”

Those words remain true for our
farmers and ranchers today but they
also ring true to for veterans who are
returning from service and returning
to the land.

Our veteran unemployment rate is
shameful, and it really hits home in
rural States like Montana where so
many folks volunteer for service. I be-
lieve we must think outside the box
and look for ways to boost jobs for our
veterans in everything we do. Which
has me turning to the Farm bill.

Today I, with my colleague Senator
JOHANNS, have introduced the Agricul-
tural Opportunities for Military Vet-
erans Act which will help create new
opportunities for our veteran popu-
lations hoping to become involved in
farming and ranching.

With over 45 percent of those who
serve in the military coming from
rural communities Congress must en-
sure our returning servicemembers
have a variety of resources at their dis-
posal.

My bill will help boost veteran em-
ployment through the Farm bill. It
would create a veteran preference in
programs that make it cheaper and
easier to institute best practices in
farming and ranching.

The bill also creates a new Military
Liaison Office to assist veterans at the
U.S. Department of Agriculture and ex-
pands outreach programs to help make
sure veterans are aware of the re-
sources available to them.

I urge my colleagues to join myself
and Senator JOHANNS in supporting
veterans through our programs at the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

By Mr. REID:

S. 788. A bill to suspend the fiscal
year 2013 sequester and establish limits
on war-related spending; read the first
time.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the text of the bill
be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 788

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SUSPENSION OF THE 2013 SEQUES-
TER.

Notwithstanding the sequestration order
issued by the President pursuant to section
2561A(T)(A) of the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C.
901a(7)(A)), there shall be available for the
Federal Government for fiscal year 2013 the
amount that would have been made available
for the Federal Government for fiscal year
2013 but for sections 251 and 251A of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 901 and 90la), sections
3001 and 3004 of the Consolidated and Further
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2013, and any
sequestration order issued by the President.
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SEC. 2. AMENDMENT TO OCO ADJUSTMENTS.

Section 251 of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2
U.S.C. 901) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking paragraph
(2) and inserting the following:

*“(2) ELIMINATING A BREACH.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Each nonexempt ac-
count within a category shall be reduced by
a dollar amount calculated by multiplying
the enacted level of sequesterable budgetary
resources in that account at that time by the
uniform percentage necessary to eliminate a
breach within that category.

“(B) OVERSEAS CONTINGENCIES.—Any
amount of budget authority for overseas con-
tingency operations and related activities
for fiscal years 2014 through 2016 in excess of
the levels set in subsection 251(b)(2)(E) shall
be counted in determining whether a breach
has occurred in the security category.’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)(2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by inserting
“for fiscal years 2017 through 2021,”” before
‘“‘the Congress’’; and

(B) by inserting at the end the following:

‘“(E) OVERSEAS CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS/
GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM.—If, for fiscal
years 2014 through 2016, appropriations for
discretionary accounts are enacted that Con-
gress designates for Overseas Contingency
Operations/Global War on Terrorism in stat-
ute on an account by account basis, the ad-
justment for the fiscal year shall be the total
of such appropriations for the fiscal year in
discretionary accounts designated as being
for Overseas Contingency Operations/Global
War on Terrorism, but not to exceed—

‘(i) for fiscal year 2014, $92,289,000,000 in ad-
ditional new budget authority;

‘‘(ii) for fiscal year 2015, $37,283,000,000 in
additional new budget authority; and

¢“(iii) for fiscal year 2016, $37,283,000,000 in
additional new budget authority.”.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 105—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 2013 AS “FINAN-
CIAL LITERACY MONTH”

Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. ENzI, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. JOHNSON of
South Dakota, Mr. BARRASSO, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
WICKER, Mrs. HAGAN, Mr. BLUNT, Mr.
DURBIN, Ms. WARREN, Mr. FRANKEN,
Mr. CooNs, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. JOHNSON of
Wisconsin, Mr. BROWN, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, Mr. WARNER, and Ms. LANDRIEU)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 105

Whereas, according to the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation (referred to in this
preamble as the “FDIC”), at least 28.3 per-
cent of households in the United States, or
nearly 34,000,000 households with approxi-
mately 67,888,000 adults, are unbanked or
underbanked and therefore have not had the
opportunity to access savings, lending, and
other basic financial services;

Whereas, according to the FDIC, approxi-
mately 30 percent of banks reported in 2011
that consumers lacked understanding of the
financial products and services banks of-
fered;

Whereas, according to the 2012 Consumer
Financial Literacy Survey Final Report of
the National Foundation for Credit Coun-
seling—

(1) approximately 42 percent of, or nearly
98,000,000, adults in the United States gave
themselves a grade of C, D, or F on their
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knowledge of personal finance, and 4 out of
every 5 adults admitted that they could ben-
efit from additional advice and answers to
everyday financial questions from a profes-
sional;

(2) the number of adults in the United
States who admit to not paying their bills on
time has increased from 28 percent in 2011 to
33 percent, or nearly 77,000,000, in 2012;

(3) only 43 percent of adults in the United
States keep close track of their spending,
and more than 13,000,000 adults do not know
how much they spend on food, housing, and
entertainment, and do not monitor their
overall spending; and

(4) 2 out of every 5 adults in the United
States, or more than 93,000,000, are saving
less than they did in 2011, and approximately
39 percent of adults report that they have no
non-retirement savings;

Whereas the 2012 Retirement Confidence
Survey conducted by the Employee Benefit
Research Institute found that—

(1) only 14 percent of workers were ‘‘very
confident’ about having enough money for a
comfortable retirement, which is a sharp de-
cline in worker confidence from the 27 per-
cent of workers who were ‘‘very confident”
in 2007; and

(2) approximately 56 percent of workers say
they or their spouses have not calculated the
amount of money they need to save for re-
tirement;

Whereas, according to a 2012 ‘“Flow of
Funds” report by the Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System, aggregate
household debt in the United States was
$12,800,000,000 at the end of the fourth quar-
ter of 2012;

Whereas, according to the Survey of the
States 2011: Economic, Personal Finance,
and Entrepreneurship Education in Our Na-
tion’s Schools, a biennial report by the
Council for Economic Education—

(1) only 22 States require students to take
an economics course as a high school gradua-
tion requirement;

(2) only 16 States require testing student
knowledge of economics; and

(3) only 12 States require students to take
a personal finance course either independ-
ently or as part of an economics course as a
high school graduation requirement;

Whereas, according to the Gallup-Oper-
ation HOPE Financial Literacy Index, only
54 percent of students in the United States
have money in a bank or credit union ac-
count;

Whereas expanding access to the main-
stream financial system will provide individ-
uals with less expensive and more secure op-
tions for managing finances and building
wealth;

Whereas quality personal financial edu-
cation is essential to ensure that individuals
are prepared to manage money, credit, and
debt, and to become responsible workers,
heads of household, investors, entrepreneurs,
business leaders, and citizens;

Whereas increased financial literacy em-
powers individuals to make wise financial
decisions and reduces the confusion caused
by an increasingly complex economy;

Whereas a greater understanding of, and
familiarity with, financial markets and in-
stitutions will lead to increased economic
activity and growth;

Whereas, in 2003, Congress determined that
coordinating Federal financial literacy ef-
forts and formulating a national strategy is
important; and

Whereas, in light of that determination,
Congress passed the Financial Literacy and
Education Improvement Act (20 U.S.C. 9701
et seq.), establishing the Financial Literacy
and Education Commission: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
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(1) designates April 2013 as ‘“Financial Lit-
eracy Month” to raise public awareness
about—

(A) the importance of personal financial
education in the United States; and

(B) the serious consequences that may re-
sult from a lack of understanding about per-
sonal finances; and

(2) calls on the Federal Government,
States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, and the people of the
United States to observe Financial Literacy
Month with appropriate programs and activi-
ties.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION 106—COM-
MENDING REHABILITATION

COUNSELORS AND SUPPORTING
THE GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-
TIONAL REHABILITATION COUN-
SELORS APPRECIATION DAY

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
CHAMBLISS) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 106

Whereas rehabilitation counselors conduct
assessments, provide counseling, support
families, and plan and implement rehabilita-
tion programs for individuals in need of re-
habilitation;

Whereas the purpose of professional orga-
nizations for rehabilitation counseling and
education is to promote the improvement of
rehabilitation services available to individ-
uals with disabilities through quality edu-
cation for counselors and rehabilitation re-
search;

Whereas various professional organizations
have vigorously advocated up-to-date edu-
cation and training and the maintenance of
professional standards in the field of reha-
bilitation counseling and education, includ-
ing—

(1) the National Rehabilitation Associa-
tion;

(2) the Rehabilitation Counselors and Edu-
cators Association;

(3) the National Council on Rehabilitation
Education;

(4) the National Rehabilitation Counseling
Association;

() the American Rehabilitation Coun-
seling Association;

(6) the Commission on Rehabilitation
Counselor Certification;

(7) the Council of State Administrators of
Vocational Rehabilitation; and

(8) the Council on Rehabilitation Edu-
cation;

Whereas, on March 22, 1983, Martha Walker
of Kent State University, who was President
of the National Council on Rehabilitation
Education, testified before the Sub-
committee on Select Education of the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor of the House
of Representatives, and was instrumental in
bringing the need for qualified rehabilitation
counselors to the attention of Congress;

Whereas the efforts of Martha Walker led
to the enactment of laws that require reha-
bilitation counselors to have proper creden-
tials, in order to provide a higher quality of
service to those in need of rehabilitation;
and

Whereas March 22 is National Rehabilita-
tion Counselors Appreciation Day: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends—

(A) rehabilitation counselors, for the dedi-
cation and hard work rehabilitation coun-
selors provide to individuals in need of reha-
bilitation; and
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(B) professional organizations, for the ef-
forts professional organizations have made
to assist those who require rehabilitation;
and

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Rehabilitation Counselors Apprecia-
tion Day.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION  107—HON-
ORING MILITARY CHILDREN

DURING THE NATIONAL MONTH
OF THE MILITARY CHILD

Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms.
AYOTTE, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. HELLER,
Mr. MANCHIN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BAUCUS,
Mr. PRYOR, Mrs. HAGAN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. WARNER, Ms. MIKULSKI,
Mr. SANDERS, Ms. WARREN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, and Mr. CHAMBLISS) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 107

Whereas more than 2,000,000 men and
women are demonstrating their courage and
commitment to freedom by serving in the
Armed Forces of the United States;

Whereas 43.9 percent of members of the
Armed Forces, when deployed away from
their permanent duty stations, leave fami-
lies with children behind;

Whereas no one feels the effect of deploy-
ments more than the children of deployed
members of the Armed Forces;

Whereas, as of March 2013, 4,802 children
had lost a parent serving in Operation Iraqi
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom;

Whereas the daily struggles and personal
sacrifices of children of members of the
Armed Forces too often go unnoticed;

Whereas countless children live with a par-
ent who is a member of the Armed Forces
and who bears a visible or invisible wound of
war;

Whereas the children of members of the
Armed Forces are a source of pride and
honor to the people of the United States and
it is fitting that the United States recognize
their contributions and celebrate their spir-
it;

Whereas the National Month of the Mili-
tary Child, observed in April each year, rec-
ognizes military children for their sacrifices
and contributes to demonstrating the uncon-
ditional support of the United States for
members of the Armed Forces;

Whereas, in addition to programs of the
Department of Defense to support military
families and military children, various pro-
grams and campaigns have been established
in the private sector to honor, support, and
thank military children by fostering aware-
ness and appreciation for the sacrifices and
the challenges they face; and

Whereas a month-long salute to military
children will encourage support for those or-
ganizations and campaigns established to
provide direct support for military children
and families: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) joins the Secretary of Defense in hon-
oring the children of members of the Armed
Forces and recognizes that those children
also share in the burden of protecting the
United States; and

(2) urges the people of the United States to
join with the military community in observ-
ing the National Month of the Military Child
with appropriate ceremonies and activities
that honor, support, and thank military chil-
dren.
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