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Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:
S. REs. 83

Whereas multiple sclerosis can impact men
and women of all ages, races, and ethnicities;

Whereas approximately 2,100,000 individ-
uals worldwide have been diagnosed with
multiple sclerosis;

Whereas multiple sclerosis is typically di-
agnosed between the ages of 20 and 50, yet it
is estimated that between 8,000 and 10,000
children and adolescents are living with mul-
tiple sclerosis;

Whereas multiple sclerosis is an unpredict-
able neurological disease that interrupts the
flow of information within the brain and be-
tween the brain and the rest of the body;

Whereas symptoms of multiple sclerosis
range from numbness and tingling to blind-
ness and paralysis and the progress, severity,
and specific symptoms of multiple sclerosis
in any 1 individual cannot yet be predicted;

Whereas there is no laboratory test avail-
able that definitely defines a diagnosis for
multiple sclerosis;

Whereas although multiple sclerosis is not
directly inherited, studies show that genetic
factors can indicate that certain individuals
are susceptible to the disease;

Whereas the exact cause of multiple scle-
rosis is still unknown and there is no cure;

Whereas in rare cases, multiple sclerosis is
so progressive that the disease is fatal, but
most people with multiple sclerosis have a
normal or near-normal life expectancy;

Whereas severe multiple sclerosis can
shorten the life span of an individual;

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition,
an affiliation of multiple sclerosis organiza-
tions dedicated to the enhancement of the
quality of life for all individuals affected by
multiple sclerosis, recognizes and supports
Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week;

Whereas the mission of the Multiple Scle-
rosis Coalition is to increase opportunities
for cooperation and provide greater oppor-
tunity to leverage the effective use of re-
sources for the benefit of the multiple scle-
rosis community;

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition
recognizes and supports Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week during March of every cal-
endar year;

Whereas the goals of Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week are—

(1) to invite individuals to join the move-
ment to end multiple sclerosis;

(2) to encourage individuals to dem-
onstrate a commitment to moving toward a
world free of multiple sclerosis; and

(3) to acknowledge the individuals who
have dedicated time and talent to promote
multiple sclerosis research and programs;
and

Whereas this year, Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week is recognized during the
week of March 11, 2013, through March 17,
2013: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Awareness Week;

(2) encourages States, territories, posses-
sions of the United States, and localities to
support the goals and ideals of Multiple Scle-
rosis Awareness Week by issuing proclama-
tions designating Multiple Sclerosis Aware-
ness Week;

(3) encourages media organizations to par-
ticipate in Multiple Sclerosis Awareness
Week and help provide education to the pub-
lic about multiple sclerosis;

(4) commends the efforts of the States, ter-
ritories, and possessions of the United States
to support the goals and ideals of Multiple
Sclerosis Awareness Week;

(5) recognizes and reaffirms the commit-
ment of the United States to ending multiple
sclerosis by promoting—
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(A) awareness about individuals that are
affected by multiple sclerosis; and

(B) education programs, supporting re-
search, and expanding access to medical
treatment;

(6) recognizes all individuals in the United
States living with multiple sclerosis;

(7) expresses gratitude to the family mem-
bers and friends of individuals living with
multiple sclerosis, who are a source of love
and encouragement to those individuals; and

(8) salutes the health care professionals
and medical researchers who—

(A) provide assistance to those individuals
affected by multiple sclerosis; and

(B) continue to work to find ways to stop
the progression of the disease, restore nerve
function, and end multiple sclerosis forever.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 84—RECOG-
NIZING THE 192ND ANNIVERSARY
OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF
GREECE AND CELEBRATING DE-
MOCRACY IN GREECE AND THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
BARRASSO, Mr. CASEY, Mr. JOHNSON of
South Dakota, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr.
LEVIN, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
REED, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. KIRK, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr.
MURPHY, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. BROWN, Mrs.
BOXER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, Mr. RUBIO, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. NELSON, Mr. ISAKSON, and
Mr. ENzI) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 84

Whereas the people of ancient Greece de-
veloped the concept of democracy, in which
the supreme power to govern was vested in
the people;

Whereas the founding fathers of the United
States, many of whom read Greek political
philosophy in the original Greek language,
drew heavily on the political experience and
philosophy of ancient Greece in forming the
representative democracy of the TUnited
States;

Whereas Petros Mavromichalis, the former
Commander in Chief of Greece and a founder
of the modern Greek state, said to the citi-
zens of the United States in 1821, ‘It is in
your land that liberty has fixed her abode
and . . . in imitating you, we shall imitate
our ancestors and be thought worthy of them
if we succeed in resembling you’’;

Whereas the Greek national anthem, the
“Hymn to Liberty”, includes the words,
“most heartily was gladdened George Wash-
ington’s brave land’’;

Whereas the people of the United States
generously offered humanitarian assistance
to the people of Greece during their struggle
for independence;

Whereas Greece, in one of the most con-
sequential ‘““‘David vs. Goliath’ victories for
freedom and democracy in modern times, re-
fused to surrender to the Axis forces and in-
flicted a fatal wound at a crucial moment in
World War II, forcing Adolf Hitler to change
his timeline and delaying the attack on Rus-
sia where the Axis forces met defeat;

Whereas Winston Churchill said, ‘‘if there
had not been the virtue and courage of the
Greeks, we do not know which the outcome
of World War II would have been” and ‘‘no
longer will we say that Greeks fight like he-
roes, but that heroes fight like Greeks’’;
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Whereas hundreds of thousands of people of
Greece were killed in Greece during World
War II in defense of the values of the Allies;

Whereas, throughout the 20th century,
Greece was one of a few countries that allied
with the United States in every major inter-
national conflict;

Whereas Greece is a strategic partner and
ally of the United States in bringing polit-
ical stability and economic development to
the volatile Balkan region, having invested
billions of dollars in the countries of the re-
gion, thereby helping to create tens of thou-
sands of new jobs, and having contributed
more than $750,000,000 in development aid for
the region;

Whereas the Government and people of
Greece actively participate in peacekeeping
and peace-building operations conducted by
international organizations, including the
United Nations, the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization, the European Union, and the
Organization for Security and Co-operation
in Europe, and have more recently provided
critical support to the operation of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization in
Libya;

Whereas Greece received worldwide praise
for its extraordinary handling during the
2004 Olympic Games of more than 14,000 ath-
letes and more than 2,000,000 spectators and
journalists, a feat the Government and peo-
ple of Greece handled efficiently, securely,
and with hospitality;

Whereas Greece, located in a region where
Christianity meets Islam and Judaism,
maintains excellent relations with Muslim
countries and Israel;

Whereas the Government of Greece has
taken important steps in recent years to fur-
ther cross-cultural understanding, rap-
prochement, and cooperation in various
fields with Turkey, and has also improved its
relations with other countries in the region,
including Israel, thus enhancing the sta-
bility of the wider region;

Whereas the governments and people of
Greece and the United States are at the fore-
front of efforts to advance freedom, democ-
racy, peace, stability, and human rights;

Whereas those efforts and similar ideals
have forged a close bond between the people
of Greece and the United States; and

Whereas it is proper and desirable for the
United States to celebrate March 25, 2013,
Greek Independence Day, with the people of
Greece and to reaffirm the democratic prin-
ciples from which those two great countries
were founded: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) extends warm congratulations and best
wishes to the people of Greece as they cele-
brate the 192nd anniversary of the independ-
ence of Greece;

(2) expresses support for the principles of
democratic governance to which the people
of Greece are committed; and

(3) notes the important role that Greece
has played in the wider European region and
in the community of nations since gaining
its independence 192 years ago.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 85—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 2013 AS “NA-
TIONAL CONGENITAL DIAPHRAG-
MATIC HERNIA AWARENESS
MONTH”

Mr. SESSIONS (for himself and Mr.
CARDIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to.:

S. RES. 85

Whereas congenital diaphragmatic hernia
occurs when the diaphragm fails to fully
form, allowing abdominal organs to migrate
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into the chest cavity and prevent lung
growth;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention defines congenital diaphrag-
matic hernia as a birth defect;

Whereas congenital diaphragmatic hernia
occurs in 1 of every 2,500 births;

Whereas congenital diaphragmatic hernia
affects approximately 1,600 babies each year
in the United States;

Whereas the majority of congenital dia-
phragmatic hernia patients have under-
developed lungs or poor pulmonary function;

Whereas congenital diaphragmatic hernia
patients often endure long-term complica-
tions, including pulmonary hypertension,
pulmonary hypoplasia, asthma, gastro-
intestinal reflex, feeding disorders, and de-
velopmental delays;

Whereas congenital diaphragmatic hernia
survivors sometimes endure long-term me-
chanical ventilation dependency, skeletal
malformations, supplemental oxygen de-
pendency, enteral and parenteral nutrition,
and hypoxic brain injury;

Whereas congenital diaphragmatic hernia
patients have a survival rate ranging from 62
percent to 90 percent depending on the sever-
ity of the defect, the treatment available at
delivery, and whether extracorporeal mem-
brane oxygenation must be used;

Whereas congenital diaphragmatic hernia
has affected more than 600,000 babies
throughout the world since 2000;

Whereas babies born with congenital dia-
phragmatic hernia endure extended hospital
stays in intensive care with multiple sur-
geries;

Whereas congenital diaphragmatic hernia
is as common a birth defect as spina bifida
and cystic fibrosis;

Whereas congenital diaphragmatic hernia
is diagnosed in utero in only 75 percent of
cases;

Whereas congenital diaphragmatic hernia
is treated through mechanical ventilation,
extracorporeal membrane oxygenation ma-
chines (commonly known as ‘‘heart and lung
bypass machines’’) and surgical repair;

Whereas patients often outgrow congenital
diaphragmatic hernia surgical repair, lead-
ing to reherniation and requiring additional
surgery;

Whereas the occurrence of congenital dia-
phragmatic hernia does not discriminate
based on race, gender, or socioeconomic sta-
tus;

Whereas the cause of congenital diaphrag-
matic hernia is unknown;

Whereas the average hospital bill for a con-
genital diaphragmatic hernia patient is
$500,000; and

Whereas the total annual cost of medical
care for children with congenital diaphrag-
matic hernia in the United States is more
than $800,000,000: Now, therefore be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 2013 as ‘‘National Con-
genital Diaphragmatic Hernia Awareness
Month’’;

(2) declares that steps should be taken to—

(A) raise awareness of and increase public
knowledge about congenital diaphragmatic
hernia;

(B) inform minority populations in the
United States about congenital diaphrag-
matic hernia;

(C) disseminate information on the impor-
tance of good neonatal care for congenital
diaphragmatic hernia patients;

(D) promote good prenatal care and the use
of ultrasounds to detect congenital diaphrag-
matic hernia in utero; and

(E) encourage research on congenital dia-
phragmatic hernia in order to discover its
causes, develop treatments, and find a cure;
and
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(3) calls on the people of the United States,
interest groups, and affected persons to—

(A) promote awareness of congenital dia-
phragmatic hernia;

(B) take an active role in the fight against
this devastating birth defect; and

(C) observe National Congenital Diaphrag-
matic Hernia Awareness Month with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 136. Ms. AYOTTE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, setting
forth the congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2014, revis-
ing the appropriate budgetary levels for fis-
cal year 2013, and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2015
through 2023; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 137. Mr. MORAN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 138. Mr. ISAKSON (for himself, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Mr. ALEXANDER, and Mr. ENZI) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the concurrent resolution S.
Con. Res. 8, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 139. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 140. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 141. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 142. Mr. BARRASSO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 143. Ms. COLLINS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 144. Ms. COLLINS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 145. Ms. COLLINS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 146. Mr. BARRASSO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 147. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 148. Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. ToOMEY, Mr. MCCAIN, and Ms.
AYOTTE) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by her to the concurrent reso-
lution S. Con. Res. 8, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 149. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 150. Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr.
UpALL of Colorado) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 151. Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr.
FRANKEN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the concurrent res-
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olution S. Con. Res. 8, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 152. Mr. PORTMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 153. Mr. PORTMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 154. Mr. PORTMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 155. Mr. PORTMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 156. Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
ENzI, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. BURR, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr. THUNE) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the concurrent resolution S.
Con. Res. 8, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 157. Ms. AYOTTE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 158. Ms. AYOTTE (for herself and Mr.
THUNE) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by her to the concurrent resolu-
tion S. Con. Res. 8, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 159. Ms. AYOTTE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 160. Ms. AYOTTE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 161. Ms. AYOTTE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 162. Ms. AYOTTE (for herself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the concur-
rent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 163. Ms. AYOTTE (for herself and Mr.
CORKER) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by her to the concurrent reso-
lution S. Con. Res. 8, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 164. Ms. AYOTTE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 165. Ms. AYOTTE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 166. Ms. AYOTTE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 167. Ms. AYOTTE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 168. Ms. AYOTTE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 169. Ms. AYOTTE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 170. Ms. AYOTTE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 171. Ms. AYOTTE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 8, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.
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