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S. 289 

At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
289, a bill to extend the low-interest re-
financing provisions under the Local 
Development Business Loan Program 
of the Small Business Administration. 

S. 290 

At the request of Mr. REED, the name 
of the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 290, a bill to reduce housing-re-
lated health hazards, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 309 

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. PRYOR), the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS), the Senator from 
North Carolina (Mrs. HAGAN), the Sen-
ator from New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH), 
the Senator from California (Mrs. 
BOXER), the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) and the Senator from 
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 309, a bill to award 
a Congressional Gold Medal to the 
World War II members of the Civil Air 
Patrol. 

S. 323 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 323, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide for 
extended months of Medicare coverage 
of immunosuppressive drugs for kidney 
transplant patients and other renal di-
alysis provisions. 

S. 338 

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 
names of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) and the Senator from Hawaii 
(Ms. HIRONO) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 338, a bill to amend the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 to 
provide consistent and reliable author-
ity for, and for the funding of, the land 
and water conservation fund to maxi-
mize the effectiveness of the fund for 
future generations, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 367 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 367, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to repeal the 
Medicare outpatient rehabilitation 
therapy caps. 

S. 382 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) and the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. RISCH) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 382, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to allow physician 
assistants, nurse practitioners, and 
clinical nurse specialists to supervise 
cardiac, intensive cardiac, and pul-
monary rehabilitation programs. 

S. 407 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 

407, a bill to provide funding for con-
struction and major rehabilitation for 
projects located on inland and intra-
coastal waterways of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

S. 411 

At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 
the name of the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 411, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend 
and modify the railroad track mainte-
nance credit. 

S. 461 

At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 461, a bill to exempt children of 
certain Filipino World War II veterans 
from the numerical limitations on im-
migrant visas and for other purposes. 

S. 462 

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO), the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) and the Senator from 
Nebraska (Mr. JOHANNS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 462, a bill to enhance 
the strategic partnership between the 
United States and Israel. 

S. 464 

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 464, a bill to declare English as 
the official language of the United 
States, to establish a uniform English 
language rule for naturalization, and 
to avoid misconstructions of the 
English language texts of the laws of 
the United States, pursuant to Con-
gress’ powers to provide for the general 
welfare of the United States and to es-
tablish a uniform rule of naturalization 
under article I, section 8, of the Con-
stitution. 

S. 470 

At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
470, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to require that the Purple 
Heart occupy a position of precedence 
above the new Distinguished Warfare 
Medal. 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SESSIONS) and the Senator from 
Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 470, supra. 

S. RES. 65 

At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the 
names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. COBURN), the Senator from Utah 
(Mr. LEE), the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Senator from 
Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 65, a resolution 
strongly supporting the full implemen-
tation of United States and inter-
national sanctions on Iran and urging 
the President to continue to strength-
en enforcement of sanctions legisla-
tion. 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. BAUCUS (for himself and 
Mr. HATCH): 

S. 526. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to make perma-
nent the special rule for contributions 
of qualified conservation contribu-
tions, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the Rural Heritage 
Conservation Extension Act of 2013. 

As we continue to find ways to tackle 
the important issues of this nation’s 
long-term future, we begin this new 
congress with an opportunity to take 
responsibility. This includes the ways 
we look to safeguard our land. Today, I 
am introducing the Rural Heritage 
Conservation Extension Act as part of 
our collective mission to ensure a pros-
perous nation for future generations. 

We all know our land has a deeper 
worth than the goods we have cul-
tivated or extracted from beneath the 
earth. It is our heritage. And when a 
piece of our heritage is lost, we do not 
simply lose its future value in dollars. 
We also lose the wildlife habitat and 
the open areas that may be enjoyed by 
people from around the world, on top of 
the very personal value it has held for 
generations of landowners. It is our job 
in government, as stewards of the land, 
to safeguard this precious gift for our 
grandchildren and to provide support 
to the farmers, ranchers and other 
hard-working landowners who rely on 
it to make a living. 

For this reason we have decided to 
provide targeted income tax relief to 
small farmers and ranchers who donate 
their land under a qualified conserva-
tion easement. The provision increases 
the deduction amount eligible farmers 
and ranchers may receive for chari-
table contributions of qualified con-
servation easements by raising the ad-
justed gross income limitation from 50 
percent to 100 percent and extending 
the carryover period from 5 years to 15 
years. For all other landowners, the 
AGI limitation was raised from 30 per-
cent to 50 percent. This provision was 
included in the fiscal cliff package and 
will expire at the end of this year. The 
bill before you, the Rural Heritage 
Conservation Extension Act of 2013, 
will make this valuable incentive per-
manent. 

Conversation easements have been 
established as an effective land preser-
vation method across the country. In 
Montana, we currently have over 2.1 
million acres covered by conservation 
easements. To some, that may seem 
like a large amount, but this is Mon-
tana, and those easements are only 2.2 
percent of the total state land area. 
But we leverage far more value out of 
these easements because they are often 
located within or next to large tracts 
of public lands. In Montana, we fully 
recognize the importance of using 
these easements to protect our lands. 
Now is the time to help my country 
and my State to do all they can. 
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This legislative body, the individual 

States, and the Nation together should 
stand up for future generations and de-
clare that the time for land preserva-
tion is now. I believe that we should do 
all we can to help landowners afford to 
choose conservation and preservation, 
and this bill is a step in the right direc-
tion. Let us get rid of the uncertainty 
that comes with temporary provisions 
and build on the success of what we 
have already begun to do. Let us pass 
the Rural Heritage Conservation Ex-
tension Act. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. CARDIN, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. 
WARREN, and Mr. COWAN): 

S. 527. A bill to provide for the ad-
justment of status of certain nationals 
of Liberia to that of lawful permanent 
residents; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I in-
troduce the Liberian Refugee Immigra-
tion Fairness Act along with Senators 
WHITEHOUSE, CARDIN, KLOBUCHAR, 
FRANKEN, WARREN, and COWAN. 

In December 1989, Liberia became en-
gulfed in a devastating 7-year civil war, 
which killed over 150,000 people, dis-
placed more than half the population, 
and destroyed the country’s infrastruc-
ture. Thousands of Liberians who were 
forced from their homes sought refuge 
in the United States and in 1991, were 
granted Temporary Protected Status, 
TPS. Since that time, the status of 
many of these refugees, as well as 
many of those who fled to the United 
States during Liberia’s second civil 
war, 1999–2003, has been extended 
through renewals of both TPS and De-
ferred Enforced Departure, DED. 

America is now home to these law- 
abiding and tax-paying Liberians. They 
came here to escape violence and are 
strengthening our communities. Many 
now have children of their own who are 
U.S. citizens, some of whom serve in 
the U.S. military. They are here le-
gally, and they continue to work hard 
and play by the rules. 

We are currently less than 20 days 
away from the expiration of DED on 
March 31, 2013. In the short term, I 
have been joined by several colleagues 
in urging the Administration to extend 
DED so Liberians who have lived here 
legally do not face deportation. 

The Liberian Refugee Immigration 
Fairness Act, which I have introduced 
every Congress since 1999, offers a more 
long-term solution. It seeks to provide 
a path to citizenship for qualifying Li-
berian refugees. After decades of peren-
nial uncertainty about whether they 
will be able to stay in their commu-
nities or whether their families will be 
split up, this bill would give eligible 
Liberians the opportunity to apply for 
legal permanent residency, and begin 
the process of finally becoming citi-
zens. 

Currently, a bipartisan group of my 
Senate colleagues is working towards a 
comprehensive immigration reform 

bill. I look forward to working with 
them and others to include the Libe-
rian Refugee Immigration Fairness Act 
in immigration reform. I thank Sen-
ators WHITEHOUSE, CARDIN, KLOBUCHAR, 
FRANKEN, WARREN, and COWAN for co-
sponsoring this bill and urge our col-
leagues to join us in taking the next 
steps to finally provide a path to citi-
zenship for qualifying Liberians. 

By Ms. LANDRIEU: 
S. 537. A bill to require the Small 

Business Administration to make in-
formation relating to lenders making 
covered loans publicly available, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship. 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, as 
Chair of the Senate Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, I 
remain focused on the needs of small 
businesses. Much of what we do on the 
committee involves overseeing the 
Small Business Administration’s con-
tracting, counseling, and capital pro-
grams, and we are always looking for 
ways to improve them. As our country 
slowly recovers the economic down-
turn, one of the most pressing issues 
facing small business owners is access 
to capital. 

In the past two fiscal years alone, the 
Small Business Administration, SBA, 
supported over $30 billion in loans to 
approximately 60,000 small businesses 
each year through its 7(a) and 504/CDC 
lending programs. As of September 
2012, there were over 2,400 SBA lenders 
nationwide. While the SBA currently 
releases some information publicly 
about SBA lending activity, it is ex-
tremely difficult to find and com-
prehend if you are not an SBA lending 
professional. If a small business, 
mayor, or governor wants to determine 
SBA lending activity in their area, 
they lack the ability to do so easily. 

I come to the floor today to intro-
duce a bill that would increase ac-
countability at the SBA in its lending 
reporting activity. The Commu-
nicating Lender Activity Reports from 
the Small Business Administration, 
CLEAR SBA, Act would require the 
SBA to establish an online database to 
provide consumers with more trans-
parent, user-friendly data about their 
local SBA lenders. 

More specifically, the CLEAR SBA 
Act would require the SBA to post a 
user friendly Lender Activity Index on 
the SBA website. Users will be able to 
access the following data for any given 
bank: name of bank or Certified Devel-
opment Company, CDC, number of SBA 
loans each lender made, total dollar 
amount of SBA loans of each bank or 
CDC, zip code of lender activity, not 
where every single loan was made, but 
a list of every zip code where the bank 
has made an SBA loan, industries lent 
to, hospitality, manufacturing, service, 
software, etc., stage of business cycle, 
new, or existing business, and business 
specific information, i.e. Women Owned 
Businesses, Minority Owned Busi-

nesses, or Veteran Owned Businesses. 
Data will be available for the year to 
date and users will be able to compare 
to 3 previous fiscal years. Both quar-
terly and annual data will be included. 

I would like to emphasize that this 
proposal has already received bipar-
tisan support. In the 112th Congress, 
the SBA Lender Activity Index was in-
cluded as a provision in Title II of the 
SUCCESS Act. On July 12, 2012, the 
Senate voted on the SUCCESS Act. On 
July 12, 2012, the Senate voted on the 
SUCCESS Act as part of Senate 
Amendment 2521 to S. 2237, the Small 
Business Jobs and Tax Relief Act of 
2012. Although the amendment came up 
short of the 60 votes needed to end de-
bate, the SUCCESS Act received a 
strong 57 bipartisan votes, including 
five of my Republican colleagues. I 
urge my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to come together in support of 
this common sense proposal to increase 
transparency and accountability at the 
SBA. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD as follows: 

S. 537 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Commu-
nicating Lender Activity Reports from the 
Small Business Administration Act’’ or the 
‘‘CLEAR SBA Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SBA LENDER ACTIVITY INDEX. 

Section 4 of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 633) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(g) SBA LENDER ACTIVITY INDEX.— 
‘‘(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the 

term ‘covered loan’ means a loan made or de-
benture issued under this Act or the Small 
Business Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 661 
et seq.) by a private individual or entity. 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 6 
months after the date of enactment of this 
subsection, the Administrator shall make 
publicly available on the website of the Ad-
ministration a user-friendly database of in-
formation relating to lenders making cov-
ered loans (to be known as the ‘Lender Ac-
tivity Index’). 

‘‘(3) DATA INCLUDED.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The database made 

available under paragraph (2) shall include, 
for each lender making a covered loan— 

‘‘(i) the name of the lender; 
‘‘(ii) the number of covered loans made by 

the lender; 
‘‘(iii) the total dollar amount of covered 

loans made by the lender; 
‘‘(iv) a list of each ZIP Code in which a re-

cipient of a covered loan made by the lender 
is located; 

‘‘(v) a list of the industries of the recipi-
ents to which the lender made a covered 
loan; 

‘‘(vi) whether the covered loan is for an ex-
isting business or a new business; 

‘‘(vii) the number and total dollar amount 
of covered loans made by the lender to— 

‘‘(I) small business concerns owned and 
controlled by women; 

‘‘(II) socially and economically disadvan-
taged small business concerns (as defined in 
section 8(a)(4)(A)); and 
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‘‘(III) small business concerns owned and 

controlled by veterans; and 
‘‘(viii) whether the covered loan was made 

under section 7(a) or under the program to 
provide financing to small business concerns 
through guarantees of loans under title V of 
the Small Business Investment Act of 1958 
(15 U.S.C. 695 et seq.). 

‘‘(B) INCORPORATION OF DATA.—The Admin-
istrator shall— 

‘‘(i) include in the database made available 
under paragraph (2) information relating to 
covered loans made during fiscal years 2009, 
2010, 2011, 2012, and 2013; and 

‘‘(ii) incorporate information relating to 
covered loans on an ongoing basis. 

‘‘(C) PERIOD OF DATA AVAILABILITY.—The 
Administrator shall retain information re-
lating to a covered loan in the database 
made available under paragraph (2) until not 
earlier than the end of the third fiscal year 
beginning after the fiscal year during which 
the covered loan was made.’’. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 75—CON-
DEMNING THE GOVERNMENT OF 
IRAN FOR ITS STATE-SPON-
SORED PERSECUTION OF ITS 
BAHA’I MINORITY AND ITS CON-
TINUED VIOLATION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

Mr. KIRK (for himself and Mr. DUR-
BIN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 75 

Whereas, in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1994, 
1996, 2000, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2012, and 2013, Con-
gress declared that it deplored the religious 
persecution by the Government of Iran of the 
Baha’i community and would hold the Gov-
ernment of Iran responsible for upholding 
the rights of all Iranian nationals, including 
members of the Baha’i Faith; 

Whereas the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom 2012 Report 
stated, ‘‘The Baha’i community has long 
been subject to particularly severe religious 
freedom violations in Iran. Baha’is, who 
number at least 300,000, are viewed as 
‘heretics’ by Iranian authorities and may 
face repression on the grounds of apostasy.’’; 

Whereas the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom 2012 Report 
stated, ‘‘Since 1979, Iranian government au-
thorities have killed more than 200 Baha’i 
leaders in Iran and dismissed more than 
10,000 from government and university 
jobs.’’; 

Whereas the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom 2012 Report 
stated, ‘‘Baha’is may not establish places of 
worship, schools, or any independent reli-
gious associations in Iran.’’; 

Whereas the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom 2012 Report 
stated, ‘‘Baha’is are barred from the military 
and denied government jobs and pensions as 
well as the right to inherit property. Their 
marriages and divorces also are not recog-
nized, and they have difficulty obtaining 
death certificates. Baha’i cemeteries, holy 
places, and community properties are often 
seized or desecrated, and many important re-
ligious sites have been destroyed.’’; 

Whereas the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom 2012 Report 
stated, ‘‘The Baha’i community faces severe 
economic pressure, including denials of jobs 
in both the public and private sectors and of 

business licenses. Iranian authorities often 
pressure employers of Baha’is to dismiss 
them from employment in the private sec-
tor.’’; 

Whereas the Department of State 2011 
International Religious Freedom Report 
stated, ‘‘The government prohibits Baha’is 
from teaching and practicing their faith and 
subjects them to many forms of discrimina-
tion that followers of other religions do not 
face.’’; 

Whereas the Department of State 2011 
International Religious Freedom Report 
stated, ‘‘According to [Iranian] law, Baha’i 
blood is considered ‘mobah’, meaning it can 
be spilled with impunity.’’; 

Whereas the Department of State 2011 
International Religious Freedom Report 
stated that ‘‘members of religious minori-
ties, with the exception of Baha’is, can serve 
in lower ranks of government employment’’, 
and ‘‘Baha’is are barred from all leadership 
positions in the government and military’’; 

Whereas the Department of State 2011 
International Religious Freedom Report 
stated, ‘‘Baha’is suffered frequent govern-
ment harassment and persecution, and their 
property rights generally were disregarded. 
The government raided Baha’i homes and 
businesses and confiscated large amounts of 
private and commercial property, as well as 
religious materials belonging to Baha’is.’’; 

Whereas the Department of State 2011 
International Religious Freedom Report 
stated, ‘‘Baha’is also are required to register 
with the police.’’; 

Whereas the Department of State 2011 
International Religious Freedom Report 
stated that ‘‘[p]ublic and private universities 
continued to deny admittance to and ex-
pelled Baha’i students’’ and ‘‘[d]uring the 
year, at least 30 Baha’is were barred or ex-
pelled from universities on political or reli-
gious grounds’’; 

Whereas the Department of State 2011 
International Religious Freedom Report 
stated, ‘‘Baha’is are regularly denied com-
pensation for injury or criminal victimiza-
tion.’’; 

Whereas, on March 6, 2012, the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran 
issued a report (A/HRC/19/66), which stated 
that ‘‘the Special Rapporteur continues to be 
alarmed by communications that dem-
onstrate the systemic and systematic perse-
cution of members of unrecognized religious 
communities, particularly the Baha’i com-
munity, in violation of international conven-
tions’’ and expressed concern regarding ‘‘an 
intensive defamation campaign meant to in-
cite discrimination and hate against Ba-
ha’is’’; 

Whereas, on May 23, 2012, the United Na-
tions Secretary-General issued a report (A/ 
HRC/19/82), which stated that ‘‘the Special 
Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief . 
. . pointed out that the Islamic Republic of 
Iran had a policy of systematic persecution 
of persons belonging to the Baha’i faith, ex-
cluding them from the application of free-
dom of religion or belief by simply denying 
that their faith had the status of a religion’’; 

Whereas, on August 22, 2012, the United Na-
tions Secretary-General issued a report (A/67/ 
327), which stated, ‘‘The international com-
munity continues to express concerns about 
the very serious discrimination against eth-
nic and religious minorities in law and in 
practice, in particular the Baha’i commu-
nity. The Special Rapporteur on the situa-
tion of human rights in the Islamic Republic 
of Iran expressed alarm about the systemic 
and systematic persecution of members of 
the Baha’i community, including severe so-
cioeconomic pressure and arrests and deten-
tion. He also deplored the Government’s tol-
erance of an intensive defamation campaign 

aimed at inciting discrimination and hate 
against Baha’is.’’; 

Whereas, on September 13, 2012, the United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation 
of human rights in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran issued a report (A/67/369), which stated, 
‘‘Reports and interviews submitted to the 
Special Rapporteur also continue to portray 
a disturbing trend with regard to religious 
freedom in the country. Members of both 
recognized and unrecognized religions have 
reported various levels of intimidation, ar-
rest, detention and interrogation that focus 
on their religious beliefs.’’, and stated, ‘‘At 
the time of drafting the report, 105 members 
of the Baha’i community were reported to be 
in detention.’’; 

Whereas, on November 27, 2012, the Third 
Committee of the United Nations General 
Assembly adopted a draft resolution (A/C.3/ 
67/L.51), which noted, ‘‘[I]ncreased persecu-
tion and human rights violations against 
persons belonging to unrecognized religious 
minorities, particularly members of the 
Baha’i faith and their defenders, including 
escalating attacks, an increase in the num-
ber of arrests and detentions, the restriction 
of access to higher education on the basis of 
religion, the sentencing of twelve Baha’is as-
sociated with Baha’i educational institutions 
to lengthy prison terms, the continued de-
nial of access to employment in the public 
sector, additional restrictions on participa-
tion in the private sector, and the de facto 
criminalization of membership in the Baha’i 
faith.’’; 

Whereas, on December 20, 2012, the United 
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/RES/67/182), which called upon the 
government of Iran ‘‘[t]o eliminate discrimi-
nation against, and exclusion of . . . members 
of the Baha’i Faith, regarding access to high-
er education, and to eliminate the criminal-
ization of efforts to provide higher education 
to Baha’i youth denied access to Iranian uni-
versities,’’ and ‘‘to accord all Baha’is, includ-
ing those imprisoned because of their beliefs, 
the due process of law and the rights that 
they are constitutionally guaranteed’’; 

Whereas, on February 28, 2013, the United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation 
of human rights in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran issued a report (A/HRC/22/56), which 
stated, ‘‘110 Bahai’s are currently detained in 
Iran for exercising their faith, including two 
women, Mrs. Zohreh Nikayin and Mrs. 
Taraneh Torabi, who are reportedly nursing 
infants in prison.’’; 

Whereas, in March and May of 2008, intel-
ligence officials of the Government of Iran in 
Mashhad and Tehran arrested and impris-
oned Mrs. Fariba Kamalabadi, Mr. 
Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr. Afif Naeimi, Mr. 
Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz Tavakkoli, Mrs. 
Mahvash Sabet, and Mr. Vahid Tizfahm, the 
seven members of the ad hoc leadership 
group for the Baha’i community in Iran; 

Whereas, in August 2010, the Revolutionary 
Court in Tehran sentenced the seven Baha’i 
leaders to 20-year prison terms on charges of 
‘‘spying for Israel, insulting religious sanc-
tities, propaganda against the regime and 
spreading corruption on earth’’; 

Whereas the lawyer for these seven leaders, 
Mrs. Shirin Ebadi, the Nobel Laureate, was 
denied meaningful or timely access to the 
prisoners and their files, and her successors 
as defense counsel were provided extremely 
limited access; 

Whereas these seven Baha’i leaders were 
targeted solely on the basis of their religion; 

Whereas, beginning in May 2011, Govern-
ment of Iran officials in four cities con-
ducted sweeping raids on the homes of doz-
ens of individuals associated with the Baha’i 
Institute for Higher Education (BIHE) and 
arrested and detained several educators asso-
ciated with BIHE; 
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