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began the work of creating a true democratic 
government, a government that supports and 
protects inalienable rights and freedoms, in-
cluding the freedom of religion; 

Whereas the fervor and spirit of these revo-
lutions have taken wing in other Arab na-
tions such as Tunisia, Libya, and Syria; 

Whereas, reminiscent of the 1968 ‘‘Prague 
Spring’’ in the former Czechoslovakia, many 
have called this revolutionary period an 
‘‘Arab Spring’’, where ordinary citizens have 
taken to the streets demanding an end to 
corruption, political cronyism, and govern-
ment repression; 

Whereas, in the midst of newly acquired 
freedoms, including those of speech, press, 
and assembly, it is extremely important that 
religious minorities in these countries be 
protected from violence and guaranteed the 
freedom to practice their religion and to ex-
press religious thought; 

Whereas Article 18 of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights recognizes that 
‘‘[e]veryone has the right to freedom of 
thought, conscience, and religion; this right 
includes freedom to change his religion or 
belief, and freedom, either alone or in com-
munity with others and in public or private, 
to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, 
practice, worship, and observance’’; 

Whereas the freedom to worship by minor-
ity religious communities in Arab nations 
has come under repeated and deadly attack 
in recent months; 

Whereas, on November 1, 2010, the deadliest 
ever recorded attack on Iraqi Christians oc-
curred at the Sayidat al-Nejat Catholic Ca-
thedral located in central Baghdad, where 
militants stormed the church and detonated 
2 suicide vests filled with ball bearings, kill-
ing 58 and wounding 78 parishioners; 

Whereas, on January 1, 2011, a suicide 
bomber blew himself up in front of the Saint 
George and Bishop Peter Church in Cairo, 
killing 21 Egyptian Coptic Christians, a 
Christian minority group that accounts for 9 
percent of Egypt’s population of 80,000,000; 

Whereas the freedom to proselytize by mi-
nority religious communities in Arab na-
tions has also come under repeated and dead-
ly attack in recent months through so-called 
blasphemy laws that are punishable by 
death; 

Whereas, on January 4, 2011, Governor 
Salman Tasser, who courageously sought to 
release Aasia Bibi, a Christian woman and 
mother of 5 who was sentenced to death 
under Pakistan’s blasphemy laws, was 
gunned down by his own security guard be-
cause of his support for reforming the blas-
phemy laws; 

Whereas, on March 2, 2011, Shahbaz Bhatti, 
Pakistan’s only Christian cabinet member 
and passionate supporter of interfaith toler-
ance and repeal of Pakistan’s blasphemy law, 
was assassinated by multiple gunmen, leav-
ing his body and vehicle riddled with 80 bul-
lets and anti-Christian pamphlets strewn 
over his body; and 

Whereas, on February 21, 2013, Sherry 
Rehman, Pakistan’s Ambassador to the 
United States, and a vocal proponent of re-
pealing Pakistan’s blasphemy law, was her-
self accused of blasphemy, and the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan ordered police in the cen-
tral Pakistani city of Multan to investigate: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes, in this spirit of Arab Spring 

revolution, that religious minority freedoms 
and rights must be protected; and 

(2) urges in the strongest terms that the 
United States Government lead the inter-
national effort to repeal existing blasphemy 
laws. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 70—DESIG-
NATING THE LAST FULL WEEK 
OF JULY 2013 AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
MOTH WEEK’’, RECOGNIZING THE 
IMPORTANCE OF MOTHS IN THE 
UNITED STATES, AND RECOG-
NIZING THE VALUE OF NA-
TIONAL MOTH WEEK FOR PRO-
MOTING THE CONSERVATION OF 
MOTHS AND INCREASING THE 
AWARENESS, STUDY, AND AP-
PRECIATION OF MOTHS, THEIR 
INCREDIBLE BIODIVERSITY, AND 
THEIR IMPORTANCE TO ECO-
SYSTEM HEALTH 

Mr. MENENDEZ submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 70 

Whereas moths are an incredibly diverse 
type of insect, with more than 12,000 species 
in the continental United States and Canada; 

Whereas moths live everywhere and in 
every habitat, from inner cities to the most 
remote and wild places; 

Whereas moths are important pollinators 
and are an essential part of the food web, 
providing food for a vast number of birds, 
bats, and other animals; 

Whereas moths are indicators of a healthy 
environment, as habitats rich in moths are 
diverse in other insects and wildlife; 

Whereas monitoring the diversity and dis-
tribution of moths can provide vital clues to 
changes in the environment; 

Whereas knowledge about many moths and 
moth caterpillars is limited; 

Whereas scientists believe that many moth 
species may be declining; 

Whereas the lack of natural history infor-
mation about many moth species provides an 
opportunity for an individual to potentially 
make a meaningful scientific contribution 
relating to moths; 

Whereas National Moth Week, which was 
established in 2011 in East Brunswick, New 
Jersey by the Friends of the East Brunswick 
Environmental Commission, is a national 
and global collaboration of many individ-
uals, environmental groups, and conserva-
tion organizations focusing much-needed at-
tention on moths and their ecological, edu-
cational, and cultural significance; 

Whereas participants National Moth Week 
events collect valuable information about 
moths and make that information available 
to naturalists, ecologists, and conservation 
scientists; 

Whereas National Moth Week is intended 
to encourage everyone, especially citizen sci-
entists, to help increase knowledge about 
moths through observation and study; 

Whereas National Moth Week was cele-
brated from July 23 through July 29, 2012, in 
more than 300 participating locations in 49 
States, Puerto Rico, the District of Colum-
bia, and 28 countries; 

Whereas National Moth Week is celebrated 
each summer during the last full week in 
July; and 

Whereas the National Moth Week web site, 
www.nationalmothweek.org, is filled with in-
formation and resources relating to moths: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the last full week of July 

2013 as ‘‘National Moth Week’’; 
(2) recognizes the importance of moths in 

the United States and the value of National 
Moth Week for promoting the conservation 
of moths and increasing the awareness, 
study, and appreciation of moths, their in-
credible biodiversity, and their importance 
to ecosystem health; 

(3) applauds National Moth Week and the 
efforts of participants to increase awareness 
about the important role of moths and build 
support for increasing the study, apprecia-
tion, and conservation of moths; and 

(4) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe National Moth Week with 
appropriate activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 71—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF MARCH 4 
THROUGH MARCH 8, 2013, AS 
‘‘MILITARY AND VETERANS 
CAREGIVER WEEK’’ 
Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr. SAND-

ERS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 71 
Whereas more than 2,400,000 members of 

the Armed Forces have been deployed to Iraq 
and Afghanistan since October 2001, 6,640 
have been killed in action, more than 50,000 
have been wounded in action, and 1,715 have 
undergone an amputation for a battle-re-
lated injury; 

Whereas the signature wounds of members 
of the Armed Forces who have served in Op-
eration Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, and Operation New Dawn are trau-
matic brain injury and post-traumatic stress 
disorder; 

Whereas, between January 1, 2000, and Au-
gust 20, 2012, 253,330 cases of traumatic brain 
injury were diagnosed among members of the 
Armed Forces, and approximately 6,500 cases 
were classified as severe or penetrating; 

Whereas studies have shown that the prev-
alence of post-traumatic stress disorder 
among veterans who served in Operation En-
during Freedom or Operation Iraqi Freedom 
ranges between 15 and 20 percent, and reports 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs 
show that 29 percent of veterans who served 
in Operation Enduring Freedom or Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and sought health care during 
fiscal years 2002 through 2012 had post-trau-
matic stress disorder; 

Whereas many of the members of the 
Armed Forces and veterans who served in 
Operation Enduring Freedom or Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and suffered these injuries re-
quire assistance from a family caregiver to 
complete activities of daily living such as 
bathing, dressing, and feeding, or instru-
mental activities such as transportation, 
meal preparation, and health management; 

Whereas as many as 1,000,000 spouses, par-
ents, and children of veterans have served or 
are currently serving as family caregivers to 
veterans who served in Operation Enduring 
Freedom or Operation Iraqi Freedom, ac-
cording to a study of military caregivers 
conducted by the RAND Corporation; 

Whereas section 1672 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 
(Public Law 110–181; 10 U.S.C. 1071 note) in-
troduced an expansion of medical care avail-
able to family caregivers, and the Caregivers 
and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act 
of 2010 (Public Law 111–163) facilitated a new 
program for access to health insurance, men-
tal health services, caregiver training, and 
respite care by family caregivers of veterans 
who served in Operation Enduring Freedom 
or Operation Iraqi Freedom; 

Whereas the program provided under the 
Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health 
Services Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–163) is 
limited to veterans enrolled in the Veterans 
Health Administration, who sustained a seri-
ous injury in the line of duty after Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and who require at least 6 
months of personal care services because of 
an inability to perform activities of daily 
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living or who require supervision due to neu-
rological impairment; and 

Whereas the primary caregivers of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and veterans in-
jured in the line of duty make tremendous 
sacrifices of their own, saving the United 
States millions of dollars in health care and 
potential institutionalization costs: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of March 4 through 

March 8, 2013, as ‘‘Military and Veterans 
Caregiver Week’’; 

(2) honors caregivers of members of the 
Armed Forces and veterans for their service 
and sacrifice to the United States; and 

(3) calls upon the people of the United 
States— 

(A) to observe the week with appropriate 
activities and events; and 

(B) to participate in activities that will 
show support to military families and the 
sacrifices endured by those families in serv-
ice to the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 72—TO OB-
SERVE THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
THE AMERICAN CHIROPRACTIC 
ASSOCIATION AND TO RECOG-
NIZE THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE FOUNDING OF THE ORGANI-
ZATION 
Mr. HARKIN (for himself and Mr. 

GRASSLEY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 72 

Whereas the chiropractic profession is a 
holistic, wellness-oriented healing art found-
ed in the United States; 

Whereas doctors of chiropractic are li-
censed to serve as primary care, portal-of- 
entry healthcare providers in all 50 of the 
United States; 

Whereas doctors of chiropractic have broad 
diagnostic skills and are trained to rec-
ommend therapeutic and rehabilitative exer-
cises, as well as to provide nutritional, die-
tary, and lifestyle counseling, reaffirming 
their role as providers trained in wellness 
and prevention; 

Whereas it is estimated that approxi-
mately 22,000,000 Americans annually seek 
care from a doctor of chiropractic for a range 
of health conditions; 

Whereas due to the popularity of chiro-
practic care for the treating a range of spi-
nal-related maladies including back and 
neck pain which are widespread throughout 
our society, the chiropractic profession 
serves as a critically important part of 
America’s health delivery system; 

Whereas Congress has recognized the value 
and contributions of the chiropractic profes-
sion by enacting several provisions of law 
aimed at integrating chiropractic care into 
the Department of Veterans Affairs and the 
Department of Defense health care system; 

Whereas the American Chiropractic Asso-
ciation serves as the chiropractic profes-
sion’s premier leadership and professional 
organization nationally; 

Whereas the American Chiropractic Asso-
ciation has established a well-deserved rep-
utation for upholding and promoting the 
highest ethical and professional standards 
for the practice of chiropractic care; 

Whereas the American Chiropractic Asso-
ciation is committed to excellence in chiro-
practic education, including continuing edu-
cation; 

Whereas the American Chiropractic Asso-
ciation seeks to promote timely access to 
health care, including the promotion of 
wellness and disease prevention; 

Whereas the American Chiropractic Asso-
ciation is a vocal advocate of evidence-based 
medicine and the delivery of effective health 
care services based on scientific research; 
and 

Whereas 2013 is the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the American Chiropractic Asso-
ciation: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes the 
many important contributions of the Amer-
ican Chiropractic Association to the welfare 
of both the chiropractic profession and our 
the health delivery system of the United 
States and recognizes the 50th Anniversary 
of the founding of the Association. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 73—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 11, 2013, AS 
‘‘WORLD PLUMBING DAY’’ 

Mr. BENNET (for himself, Mr. HATCH, 
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BOOZ-
MAN, and Mrs. MURRAY) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 73 

Whereas the plumbing industry plays an 
important role in safeguarding the public 
health of the people of the United States and 
the world; 

Whereas 884,000,000 people around the world 
do not have access to safe drinking water; 

Whereas 2,600,000,000 people around the 
world live without adequate sanitation fa-
cilities; 

Whereas lack of sanitation is the leading 
cause of infection in the world; 

Whereas, in the developing world, 24,000 
children under the age of 5 die every day 
from preventable causes, such as diarrhea 
contracted from unclean water; 

Whereas safe and efficient plumbing saves 
money and reduces future water supply costs 
and infrastructure costs; 

Whereas the installation of modern plumb-
ing systems must be accomplished in a spe-
cific and safe manner by trained profes-
sionals to prevent widespread disease, which 
can be crippling and deadly to a community; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
rely on plumbing professionals to maintain, 
repair, and rebuild the aging water infra-
structure of the United States; 

Whereas Congress and plumbing profes-
sionals across the United States and the 
world are committed to safeguarding public 
health; and 

Whereas the founding organization of 
World Plumbing Day, the World Plumbing 
Council, is currently chaired by GP Russ 
Chaney, a United States citizen: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates 
March 11, 2013, as ‘‘World Plumbing Day’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 7, 2013, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 

March 7, 2013, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Patterns of Abuse: 
Assessing Bank Secrecy Act Compli-
ance and Enforcement.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
March 7, 2013, at 2:30 p.m., in room G50 
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building, 
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The Cy-
bersecurity Partnership Between the 
Private Sector and Our Government: 
Protecting Our National and Economic 
Security.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on March 7, 
2013, at 10 a.m., in room SD–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 7, 2013, at 10 a.m., to 
hold a hearing entitled ‘‘U.S. Policy 
Toward North Korea.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on March 7, 2013, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘The Cyberse-
curity Partnership Between the Pri-
vate Sector and Our Government: Pro-
tecting Our National and Economic Se-
curity.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on March 7, 2013, at 10 a.m., in SD– 
366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, to conduct an executive business 
meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on March 7, 2013, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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