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ensuring that we help all of those in
need.

In fact, this effort goes hand in hand
with my long-standing support for a
strong and effective foreign aid budget
for the United States as an essential
tool in helping lift these countries out
of poverty and put them on the path to
economic prosperity and political sta-
bility.

Especially in these difficult fiscal
times, however, humanitarian and de-
velopment assistance should not be the
sum total of our efforts.

Make no mistake: these programs
help stabilize poor and war-torn coun-
tries, save lives, and lay the foundation
for future prosperity.

Yet, the key for sustained growth,
jobs, and rising standards of living will
be the ability of each of these countries
to create vital export industries to
compete in a free and open global mar-
ketplace.

It is clear that the textile and ap-
parel industries in many of the Asia-
South Pacific countries in this bill are
those industries that hold out the best
hope for export growth.

We should help these countries help
themselves by opening the U.S. market
to their exports as we have done for
other developing countries in the past.

By doing so, we will demonstrate the
best of American values: reaching out
to neighbors in need and helping them
to stand on their own two feet.

We will also help ourselves.

First, as these countries become
more prosperous, we will see new op-
portunities for our own exports in their
growing markets.

This, in turn, will create jobs and
economic growth in our own country.

But if we maintain high tariffs on
imports from the Asia-South Pacific
countries, those opportunities will
likely go to the European Union and
other developed countries that already
have trade preference programs for
these countries.

We should not put ourselves at such a
disadvantage.

Second, as the Asia-South Pacific
countries become more stable politi-
cally, we will help protect U.S. na-
tional security interests by preventing
failed states which could become breed-
ing grounds for terror.

There is no doubt in my mind that
the cost of lowering tariffs on the im-
ports of textile and apparel products
from the Asia-South Pacific countries
is far less than any military interven-
tion.

We will also help ourselves by secur-
ing partners in the fight against global
threats such as terrorism, climate
change, the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and
the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction.

U.S. leadership is essential in those
efforts. But they require a global, mul-
tilateral response. As these countries
grow, they can assume a larger role
and contribute more effectively.

When it comes to our national secu-
rity, every bit of assistance helps.
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Finally, at a time of economic uncer-
tainty, by eliminating tariffs on im-
ports from the Asia-South Pacific
countries, this bill will help lower
prices for the American consumers and
provide them with more options.

It will also help the 3 million Amer-
ican workers whose jobs depend on ap-
parel imports.

There is no doubt in my mind that
the Asia-South Pacific Trade Pref-
erences Act is a win-win for the U.S.
and the Asia-South Pacific countries.

Now, let me address some of the con-
cerns that may be raised about this
bill.

First, many of the Asia-South Pacific
countries have struggled in the past
with corruption, a lack of democracy,
human rights abuses, and the absence
of rule of law.

Some may ask: why reward these
countries with a trade preference pro-
gram?

Make no mistake. These countries
will not automatically receive the
trade benefits provided by this legisla-
tion.

This legislation has been drafted to
ensure that the benefits are granted on
a performance-driven basis.

That is, to be eligible, a beneficiary
country must demonstrate that it is
making continual progress toward es-
tablishing rule of law, political plu-
ralism, the right to due process, and a
market-based economy that protects
private property rights.

So, this legislation would help pro-
mote democracy, human rights, and
the rule of law while sustaining vital
export industries and creating employ-
ment opportunities.

The beneficiary countries have a
clear incentive to stay on the right
path or they will lose the benefits of
this bill.

If we ignore any problems, we will
sustain the status quo and our efforts
will fail.

Finally, whenever we discuss the cre-
ation of a new trade preference pro-
gram, understandable concerns are
raised about the impact on domestic
manufacturers.

If this bill becomes law, however, the
impact on U.S. jobs will be minimal.

Currently, the beneficiary countries
under this legislation account for only
4 percent of U.S. textile and apparel
imports, compared to 24 percent for
China, and 72 percent for the rest of the
world.

These countries will continue to be
small players in the U.S. market, but
the benefits of this legislation will
have a major impact on their export
economies.

By passing this legislation we will
have an opportunity to change lives,
protect our national security interests,
and help the American consumer. We
should seize this opportunity.

I respectfully ask for the support of
all my colleagues for this important
initiative.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 63—ENCOUR-
AGING THE NAVY TO COMMIS-
SION THE USS SOMERSET (LPD-
25) IN PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYL-
VANIA

Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and Mr.
CASEY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services:

S. REs. 63

Whereas the USS Somerset (LPD-25) is the
ninth and newest amphibious transport dock
ship in the San Antonio class;

Whereas the USS Somerset honors the pas-
sengers of United Airlines Flight 93 whose
actions prevented terrorist hijackers from
reaching their intended target, forcing the
aircraft to crash in Somerset County, Penn-
sylvania, on September 11, 2001;

Whereas, in the words of former Secretary
of the Navy Gordon England, ‘“The courage
and heroism of the people aboard the flight
will never be forgotten and USS Somerset
will leave a legacy that will never be forgot-
ten by those wishing to do harm to this
country.”’;

Whereas the USS Somerset joins the USS
New York (LPD-21) and the USS Arlington
(LPD-24) in remembering the heroes of Sep-
tember 11, 2001;

Whereas the USS Somerset was christened
in July 2012 and will be commissioned when
it is put in active service;

Whereas the Navy has cleared Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, as a potential site for
the commissioning ceremony of the USS
Somerset; and

Whereas Philadelphia is one of the closest
ports to Somerset County, and it would be
fitting that the commissioning ceremony be
held there: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate encourages the
Navy to commission the USS Somerset
(LPD-25) in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 64—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY COM-
MITTEES OF THE SENATE FOR
THE PERIOD MARCH 1, 2013,
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2013

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; from the Committee
on Rules and Administration; which
was placed on the calendar:

S. RES. 64

Resolved,

SECTION 1. AGGREGATE AUTHORIZATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of carrying
out the powers, duties, and functions under
the Standing Rules of the Senate, and under
the appropriate authorizing resolutions of
the Senate there is authorized for the period
March 1, 2013, through September 30, 2013, in
the aggregate of $62,295,795, in accordance
with the provisions of this resolution, for
standing committees of the Senate, the Spe-
cial Committee on Aging, the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, and the Committee
on Indian Affairs.

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized such sums as may be necessary for
agency contributions related to the com-
pensation of employees of the committees
for the period March 1, 2013, through Sep-
tember 30, 2013, to be paid from the appro-
priations account for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries
and Investigations’ of the Senate.

SEC. 2. COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRI-
TION, AND FORESTRY.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out

its powers, duties, and functions under the
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Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules, including holding hearings, reporting
such hearings, and making investigations as
authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry is authorized from March 1,
2013, through September 30, 2013, in its dis-
cretion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $2,464,069, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $200,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
T2a(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $40,000, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 3. COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under the
Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules, including holding hearings, reporting
such hearings, and making investigations as
authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
the Committee on Armed Services is author-
ized from March 1, 2013, through September
30, 2013, in its discretion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $4,179,885, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $75,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
T2a(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $30,000, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 4. COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND
URBAN AFFAIRS.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under the
Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules, including holding hearings, reporting
such hearings, and making investigations as
authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs is authorized from March 1,
2013, through September 30, 2013, in its dis-
cretion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and
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(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $3,787,685, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $10,267, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
T2a(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $616, may be expended for
the training of the professional staff of such
committee (under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 5. COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under the
Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules, including holding hearings, reporting
such hearings, and making investigations as
authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
the Committee on the Budget is authorized
from March 1, 2013, through September 30,
2013, in its discretion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $3,950,532, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $35,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
72a(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $21,000, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 6. COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE,
AND TRANSPORTATION.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under the
Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules, including holding hearings, reporting
such hearings, and making investigations as
authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation is authorized from March 1,
2013, through September 30, 2013, in its dis-
cretion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $4,080,061, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $50,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
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vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
T2a(1))); and

(2) not to exceed $50,000, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 7. COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under the
Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules, including holding hearings, reporting
such hearings, and making investigations as
authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources is authorized from March 1, 2013,
through September 30, 2013, in its discre-
tion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $3,453,383.

SEC. 8. COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUB-
LIC WORKS.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under the
Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules, including holding hearings, reporting
such hearings, and making investigations as
authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works is authorized from March 1, 2013,
through September 30, 2013, in its discre-
tion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $3,178,904, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $4,667, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
T2a(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $1,167, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 9. COMMITTEE ON FINANCE.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under the
Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules, including holding hearings, reporting
such hearings, and making investigations as
authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
the Committee on Finance is authorized
from March 1, 2013, through September 30,
2013, in its discretion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;
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(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $4,693,751, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $17,500, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
T2a(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $5,833, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 10. COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under the
Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules, including holding hearings, reporting
such hearings, and making investigations as
authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
the Committee on Foreign Relations is au-
thorized from March 1, 2013, through Sep-
tember 30, 2013, in its discretion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $3,866,195, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $100,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
T2a(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $20,000, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 11. COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION,
LABOR, AND PENSIONS.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under the
Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules, including holding hearings, reporting
such hearings, and making investigations as
authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions is authorized from March 1,
2013, through September 30, 2013, in its dis-
cretion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $5,381,475, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $75,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
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vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
72a(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $25,000, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 12. COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY
AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under the
Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules and S. Res. 445, agreed to October 9,
2004 (108th Congress), including holding hear-
ings, reporting such hearings, and making
investigations as authorized by paragraphs 1
and 8 of rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of
the Senate, the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs is author-
ized from March 1, 2013, through September
30, 2013, in its discretion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $6,074,429, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $75,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
T2a(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $20,000, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(¢) INVESTIGATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The committee, or any
duly authorized subcommittee of the com-
mittee, is authorized to study or inves-
tigate—

(A) the efficiency and economy of oper-
ations of all branches of the Government in-
cluding the possible existence of fraud, mis-
feasance, malfeasance, collusion, mis-
management, incompetence, corruption, or
unethical practices, waste, extravagance,
conflicts of interest, and the improper ex-
penditure of Government funds in trans-
actions, contracts, and activities of the Gov-
ernment or of Government officials and em-
ployees and any and all such improper prac-
tices between Government personnel and
corporations, individuals, companies, or per-
sons affiliated therewith, doing business
with the Government, and the compliance or
noncompliance of such corporations, compa-
nies, or individuals or other entities with the
rules, regulations, and laws governing the
various governmental agencies and its rela-
tionships with the public;

(B) the extent to which criminal or other
improper practices or activities are, or have
been, engaged in the field of labor-manage-
ment relations or in groups or organizations
of employees or employers, to the detriment
of interests of the public, employers, or em-
ployees, and to determine whether any
changes are required in the laws of the
United States in order to protect such inter-
ests against the occurrence of such practices
or activities;

(C) organized criminal activity which may
operate in or otherwise utilize the facilities
of interstate or international commerce in
furtherance of any transactions and the
manner and extent to which, and the iden-
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tity of the persons, firms, or corporations, or
other entities by whom such utilization is
being made, and further, to study and inves-
tigate the manner in which and the extent to
which persons engaged in organized criminal
activity have infiltrated lawful business en-
terprise, and to study the adequacy of Fed-
eral laws to prevent the operations of orga-
nized crime in interstate or international
commerce, and to determine whether any
changes are required in the laws of the
United States in order to protect the public
against such practices or activities;

(D) all other aspects of crime and lawless-
ness within the United States which have an
impact upon or affect the national health,
welfare, and safety, including but not lim-
ited to investment fraud schemes, com-
modity and security fraud, computer fraud,
and the use of offshore banking and cor-
porate facilities to carry out criminal objec-
tives;

(E) the efficiency and economy of oper-
ations of all branches and functions of the
Government with particular reference to—

(i) the effectiveness of present national se-
curity methods, staffing, and processes as
tested against the requirements imposed by
the rapidly mounting complexity of national
security problems;

(ii) the capacity of present national secu-
rity staffing, methods, and processes to
make full use of the Nation’s resources of
knowledge and talents;

(iii) the adequacy of present intergovern-
mental relations between the United States
and international organizations principally
concerned with national security of which
the United States is a member; and

(iv) legislative and other proposals to im-
prove these methods, processes, and relation-
ships;

(F) the efficiency, economy, and effective-
ness of all agencies and departments of the
Government involved in the control and
management of energy shortages including,
but not limited to, their performance with
respect to—

(i) the collection and dissemination of ac-
curate statistics on fuel demand and supply;

(ii) the implementation of effective energy
conservation measures;

(iii) the pricing of energy in all forms;

(iv) coordination of energy programs with
State and local government;

(v) control of exports of scarce fuels;

(vi) the management of tax, import, pric-
ing, and other policies affecting energy sup-
plies;

(vii) maintenance of the independent sec-
tor of the petroleum industry as a strong
competitive force;

(viii) the allocation of fuels in short supply
by public and private entities;

(ix) the management of energy supplies
owned or controlled by the Government;

(x) relations with other oil producing and
consuming countries;

(xi) the monitoring of compliance by gov-
ernments, corporations, or individuals with
the laws and regulations governing the allo-
cation, conservation, or pricing of energy
supplies; and

(xii) research into the discovery and devel-
opment of alternative energy supplies; and

(G) the efficiency and economy of all
branches and functions of Government with
particular references to the operations and
management of Federal regulatory policies
and programs.

(2) EXTENT OF INQUIRIES.—In carrying out
the duties provided in paragraph (1), the in-
quiries of this committee or any sub-
committee of the committee shall not be
construed to be limited to the records, func-
tions, and operations of any particular
branch of the Government and may extend
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to the records and activities of any persons,
corporation, or other entity.

(3) SPECIAL COMMITTEE AUTHORITY.—For
the purposes of this subsection, the com-
mittee, or any duly authorized sub-
committee of the committee, or its chair-
man, or any other member of the committee
or subcommittee designated by the chairman
is authorized, in its, his, her, or their discre-
tion—

(A) to require by subpoena or otherwise the
attendance of witnesses and production of
correspondence, books, papers, and docu-
ments;

(B) to hold hearings;

(C) to sit and act at any time or place dur-
ing the sessions, recess, and adjournment pe-
riods of the Senate;

(D) to administer oaths; and

(E) to take testimony, either orally or by
sworn statement, or, in the case of staff
members of the Committee and the Perma-
nent Subcommittee on Investigations, by
deposition in accordance with the Com-
mittee Rules of Procedure.

(4) AUTHORITY OF OTHER COMMITTEES.—
Nothing contained in this subsection shall
affect or impair the exercise of any other
standing committee of the Senate of any
power, or the discharge by such committee
of any duty, conferred or imposed upon it by
the Standing Rules of the Senate or by the
Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946.

(5) SUBPOENA AUTHORITY.—AIl subpoenas
and related legal processes of the committee
and its subcommittee authorized under S.
Res. 81, agreed to March 2, 2011 (112th Con-
gress) are authorized to continue.

SEC. 13. COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under the
Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules, including holding hearings, reporting
such hearings, and making investigations as
authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
the Committee on the Judiciary is author-
ized from March 1, 2013, through September
30, 2013, in its discretion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $5,882,131, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $200,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
T2a(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $20,000, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 14. COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINIS-
TRATION.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under the
Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules, including holding hearings, reporting
such hearings, and making investigations as
authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
the Committee on Rules and Administration
is authorized from March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, in its discretion—
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(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration
, to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $1,619,831, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $43,750, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
72a(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $7,000, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 15. COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under the
Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules, including holding hearings, reporting
such hearings, and making investigations as
authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
the Committee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship is authorized from March 1, 2013,
through September 30, 2013, in its discre-
tion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $1,524,917, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $25,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
T2a(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $10,000, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 16. COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under the
Standing Rules of the Senate, in accordance
with its jurisdiction under rule XXV of such
rules, including holding hearings, reporting
such hearings, and making investigations as
authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs is au-
thorized from March 1, 2013, through Sep-
tember 30, 2013, in its discretion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $1,409,970, of which amount—

S1033

(1) not to exceed $30,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
T2a(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $10,000, may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 17. SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions imposed by
section 104 of S. Res. 4, agreed to February 4,
1977 (95th Congress), and in exercising the
authority conferred on it by such section,
the Special Committee on Aging is author-
ized from March 1, 2013, through September
30, 2013, in its discretion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $1,704,661, of which amount not to
exceed $15,000, may be expended for the
training of the professional staff of such
committee (under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 72a(j))).

SEC. 18. SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions under S.
Res. 400, agreed to May 19, 1976 (94th Con-
gress), as amended by S. Res. 445, agreed to
October 9, 2004 (108th Congress), in accord-
ance with its jurisdiction under sections 3(a)
and 17 of such S. Res. 400, including holding
hearings, reporting such hearings, and mak-
ing investigations as authorized by section 5
of such S. Res. 400, the Select Committee on
Intelligence is authorized from March 1, 2013,
through September 30, 2013, in its discre-
tion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $3,739,220, of which amount not to
exceed $10,000, may be expended for the pro-
curement of the services of individual con-
sultants, or organizations thereof (as author-
ized by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reor-
ganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 72a(i))).

SEC. 19. COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out
its powers, duties, and functions imposed by
section 105 of S. Res. 4, agreed to February 4,
1977 (95th Congress), and in exercising the
authority conferred on it by that section,
the Committee on Indian Affairs is author-
ized from March 1, 2013, through September
30, 2013, in its discretion—

(1) to make expenditures from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate;

(2) to employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
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to use on a reimbursable, or nonreimburs-
able, basis the services of personnel of any
such department or agency.

(b) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2013.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2013, under this section shall
not exceed $1,304,696, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $20,000, may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946); and

(2) not to exceed $20,000, may be expended
for training consultants of the professional
staff of such committee (under procedures
specified by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 20. SPECIAL RESERVE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Within the funds in
the account ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and In-
vestigations’ appropriated by the legislative
branch appropriation Acts for fiscal year
2013, there is authorized to be established a
special reserve to be available to any com-
mittee funded by this resolution as provided
in subsection (b) in an amount not to exceed
$3,850,000, which shall be available for the pe-
riod March 1, 2013, through September 30,
2013.

(b) AVAILABILITY.—The special reserve au-
thorized in subsection (a) shall be available
to any committee—

(1) on the basis of special need to meet un-
paid obligations incurred by that committee
during the period referred to in subsection
(a); and

(2) at the request of a Chairman and Rank-
ing Member of that committee subject to the
approval of the Chairman and Ranking Mem-
ber of the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration.

SEC. 21. SENATE NATIONAL SECURITY WORKING
GROUP EXTENSION AND REVISION.

(a) WORKING GROUP RECONSTITUTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Senate National Se-
curity Working Group (in this section re-
ferred to as the “Working Group’’), author-
ized by Senate Resolution 105 of the 101st
Congress, 1st session (agreed to on April 13,
1989), as subsequently amended and extended,
is hereby reconstituted.

(2) DUTIES.—The Working Group—

(A) shall serve as a forum for bipartisan
discussion of current national security issues
relating to the jurisdictions of multiple com-
mittees of the Senate;

(B) shall conduct regular meetings and
maintain records of all meetings and activi-
ties;

(C) may authorize members to act as offi-
cial observers on the United States delega-
tion to any negotiations to which the United
States is a party regarding—

(i) the reduction, limitation, or control of
conventional weapons, weapons of mass de-
struction, or the means for delivery of any
such weapons;

(ii) the reduction, limitation, or control of
missile defenses; or

(iii) export controls;

(D) may study any issues related to na-
tional security that the majority leader of
the Senate and the minority leader of the
Senate jointly determine appropriate;

(E) is encouraged to consult with parlia-
mentarians and legislators of foreign nations
and to participate in international forums
and institutions regarding the matters de-
scribed in subparagraphs (C) and (D); and

(F) is not authorized to investigate mat-
ters relating to espionage or intelligence op-
erations against the United States, counter-
intelligence operations and activities, or
other intelligence matters within the juris-
diction of the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence under Senate Resolution 400 of the
94th Congress, agreed to on May 19, 1976.
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(3) COMPOSITION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Working Group shall
be composed of 20 members, as follows:

(i) 7 Cochairmen, who shall head the Work-
ing Group, as follows:

(I) 4 Members of the Senate from the ma-
jority party in the Senate (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘“‘Majority Cochairmen’’), ap-
pointed by the majority leader of the Senate.

(IT) 3 Members of the Senate from the mi-
nority party in the Senate (in this section
referred to as the ‘“Minority Cochairmen’),
appointed by the minority leader of the Sen-
ate.

(ii) The majority leader of the Senate and
the minority leader of the Senate.

(iii) 5 Members of the Senate from the ma-
jority party in the Senate, appointed by the
majority leader of the Senate.

(iv) 6 Members of the Senate from the mi-
nority party in the Senate, appointed by the
minority leader of the Senate.

(B) ADMINISTRATIVE COCHAIRMEN.—The ma-
jority leader of the Senate shall designate
one of the Majority Cochairmen to serve as
the Majority Administrative Cochairman,
and the minority leader of the Senate shall
designate one of the Minority Cochairmen to
serve as the Minority Administrative Co-
chairman.

(C) PUBLICATION.—Appointments and des-
ignations under this paragraph shall be
printed in the Congressional Record.

(4) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy in the Work-
ing Group shall be filled in the same manner
in which the original appointment was made.

(b) WORKING GROUP STAFF.—

(1) COMPENSATION AND EXPENSES.—(A) The
Working Group is authorized, from funds
made available under subsection (c), to em-
ploy such staff in the manner and at a rate
not to exceed that allowed for employees of
a committee of the Senate under paragraph
(3) of section 105(e) of the Legislative Branch
Appropriation Act, 1968 (2 U.S.C. 61-1(e)), and
incur such expenses as may be necessary or
appropriate to carry out its duties and func-
tions.

(B) Senate Resolution 243, 100th Congress,
agreed to July 1, 1987, is amended in section
2(b) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘at a rate not to exceed that allowed
for employees of a committee of the Senate
under paragraph (3) of section 105(e) of the
Legislative Branch Appropriation Act, 1968 (2
U.S.C. 61-1(e)).”.

(C) Payments made under this subsection
for receptions, meals, and food-related ex-
penses shall be authorized, however, only for
those actual expenses incurred by the Work-
ing Group in the course of conducting its of-
ficial duties and functions. Amounts re-
ceived as reimbursement for such food ex-
penses shall not be reported as income, and
the expenses so reimbursed shall not be al-
lowed as a deduction under title 26, United
States Code.

(2) DESIGNATION OF PROFESSIONAL STAFF.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Majority Adminis-
trative Cochairman shall designate one or
more professional staff members for each
Majority Cochairman of the Working Group,
upon recommendations from each such Ma-
jority Cochairman. The Minority Adminis-
trative Cochairman shall designate one or
more professional staff members for each Mi-
nority Cochairman of the Working Group,
upon recommendations from each such Mi-
nority Cochairman.

(B) COMPENSATION OF SENATE EMPLOYEES.—
In the case of the compensation of any such
professional staff member who is an em-
ployee of a Member of the Senate or of a
committee of the Senate and who has been
designated to perform services for the Work-
ing Group, such professional staff member
shall continue to be paid by such Member or
such Committee, as the case may be, but the
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account from which such professional staff
member is paid shall be reimbursed for the
services of such professional staff member
(including agency contributions when appro-
priate) out of funds made available under
subsection (c)(2).

(C) DUTIES.—The professional staff mem-
bers authorized by this paragraph shall serve
all members of the Working Group and shall
carry out such other functions as their re-
spective Cochairmen may specify.

(D) EXCLUSIVE PARTICIPATION IN OFFICIAL
ACTIVITIES.—Except as provided in paragraph
(4), only designated staff of the Working
Group may participate in the official activi-
ties of the Working Group.

(3) LEADERSHIP STAFF.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The majority leader of
the Senate and the minority leader of the
Senate may each designate 2 staff members
who shall be responsible to the respective
leader.

(B) COMPENSATION.—Funds necessary to
compensate leadership staff shall be trans-
ferred from the funds made available under
subsection (¢)(3) to the respective account
from which such designated staff member is
paid.

(4) FOREIGN TRAVEL.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—AI1l foreign travel of the
Working Group shall be authorized solely by
the majority leader of the Senate and the
minority leader of the Senate, upon the rec-
ommendation of the Administrative Cochair-
men. Participation by Senate staff members
in, and access to, all official activities and
functions of the Working Group during for-
eign travel, and access to all classified brief-
ings and information made available to the
Working Group during such travel, shall be
limited exclusively to Working Group staff
members with appropriate clearances.

(B) AUTHORIZATION REQUIRED.—

(i) COMMITTEE STAFF.—No foreign travel or
other funding shall be authorized by any
committee of the Senate for the use of staff
for activities described under this paragraph
without the joint written authorization of
the majority leader of the Senate and the
minority leader of the Senate to the chair-
man of such committee.

(ii) MEMBER STAFF.—No foreign travel or
other funding shall be authorized for the
staff of any Member of the Senate, other
than Working Group staff, for activities de-
scribed under this paragraph unless the ma-
jority leader of the Senate and the minority
leader of the Senate jointly so authorize in
writing.

(¢) PAYMENT OF EXPENSES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The expenses of the Work-
ing Group shall be paid from the contingent
fund of the Senate, out of the account of
Miscellaneous Items, upon vouchers ap-
proved jointly by the Administrative Co-
chairmen (except that vouchers shall not be
required for the disbursement of salaries of
employees who are paid at an annual rate).

(2) AMOUNTS AVAILABLE.—For any fiscal
year, not more than $500,000 shall be ex-
pended for staff and for expenses (excepting
expenses incurred for foreign travel), of
which not more than $100,000 shall be avail-
able for each Administrative Cochairman
and the staff of such Administrative Cochair-
man, and not more than $60,000 shall be
available for each Cochairman who is not an
Administrative Cochairman and the staff of
such Cochairman.

(3) LEADERSHIP STAFF.—In addition to the
amounts referred to in paragraph (2), for any
fiscal year, not more than $200,000 shall be
expended from the contingent fund of the
Senate, out of the account of Miscellaneous
Items, for leadership staff as designated in
subsection (b)(3) for salaries and expenses
(excepting expenses incurred for foreign
travel).
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(d) SUNSET.—The provisions of this section
shall remain in effect until December 31,
2016.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 65—STRONG-
LY SUPPORTING THE FULL IM-
PLEMENTATION OF UNITED
STATES AND INTERNATIONAL
SANCTIONS ON IRAN AND URG-
ING THE PRESIDENT TO CON-
TINUE TO STRENGTHEN EN-
FORCEMENT OF SANCTIONS LEG-
ISLATION

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mr. CORNYN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. CASEY, Mr. HOEVEN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. KIRK, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. CARDIN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
BEGICH, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. MANCHIN,
and Mr. LAUTENBERG) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 65

Whereas, on May 14, 1948, the people of
Israel proclaimed the establishment of the
sovereign and independent State of Israel;

Whereas, on March 28, 1949, the United
States Government recognized the establish-
ment of the new State of Israel and estab-
lished full diplomatic relations;

Whereas, since its establishment nearly 65
years ago, the modern State of Israel has re-
built a nation, forged a new and dynamic
democratic society, and created a thriving
economic, political, cultural, and intellec-
tual life despite the heavy costs of war, ter-
rorism, and unjustified diplomatic and eco-
nomic boycotts against the people of Israel;

Whereas the people of Israel have estab-
lished a vibrant, pluralistic, democratic po-
litical system, including freedom of speech,
association, and religion; a vigorously free
press; free, fair, and open elections; the rule
of law; a fully independent judiciary; and
other democratic principles and practices;

Whereas, since the 1979 revolution in Iran,
the leaders of the Islamic Republic of Iran
have repeatedly made threats against the ex-
istence of the State of Israel and sponsored
acts of terrorism and violence against its
citizens;

Whereas, on October 27, 2005, President of
Iran Mahmoud Ahmadinejad called for a
world without America and Zionism;

Whereas, in February 2012, Supreme Leader
of Iran Ali Khamenei said of Israel, ‘“The Zi-
onist regime is a true cancer tumor on this
region that should be cut off. And it defi-
nitely will be cut off.”’;

Whereas, in August 2012, Supreme Leader
Khamenei said of Israel, ‘“This bogus and
fake Zionist outgrowth will disappear off the
landscape of geography.’’;

Whereas, in August 2012, President
Ahmadinejad said that ‘“‘in the new Middle
East . . . there will be no trace of the Amer-
ican presence and the Zionists’’;

Whereas the Department of State has des-
ignated the Islamic Republic of Iran as a
state sponsor of terrorism since 1984 and has
characterized the Islamic Republic of Iran as
the ‘“‘most active state sponsor of terrorism’’
in the world;

Whereas the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran has provided weapons, train-
ing, funding, and direction to terrorist
groups, including Hamas, Hizballah, and Shi-
ite militias in Iraq that are responsible for
the murder of hundreds of United States
service members and innocent civilians;
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Whereas the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran has provided weapons, train-
ing, and funding to the regime of Bashar al
Assad that has been used to suppress and
murder its own people;

Whereas, since at least the late 1980s, the
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran
has engaged in a sustained and well-docu-
mented pattern of illicit and deceptive ac-
tivities to acquire a nuclear weapons capa-
bility;

Whereas, since September 2005, the Board
of Governors of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) has found the Islamic
Republic of Iran to be in non-compliance
with its safeguards agreement with the
TAEA, which Iran is obligated to undertake
as a non-nuclear-weapon State Party to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons, done at Washington, London, and
Moscow July 1, 1968, and entered into force
March 5, 1970 (NPT);

Whereas the United Nations Security
Council has adopted multiple resolutions
since 2006 demanding of the Government of
the Islamic Republic of Iran its full and sus-
tained suspension of all uranium enrich-
ment-related and reprocessing activities and
its full cooperation with the IAEA on all
outstanding issues related to its nuclear ac-
tivities, particularly those concerning the
possible military dimensions of its nuclear
program;

Whereas the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran has refused to comply with
United Nations Security Council resolutions
or to fully cooperate with the TAEA;

Whereas, in November 2011, the IAEA Di-
rector General issued a report that docu-
mented ‘‘serious concerns regarding possible
military dimensions to Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme,” and affirmed that information
available to the IAEA indicates that ‘‘Iran
has carried out activities relevant to the de-
velopment of a nuclear explosive device’’ and
that some activities may be ongoing;

Whereas the Government of Iran stands in
violation of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights for denying its citizens basic
freedoms, including the freedoms of expres-
sion, religion, peaceful assembly and move-
ment, and for flagrantly abusing the rights
of minorities and women;

Whereas in his State of the Union Address
on January 24, 2012, President Barack Obama
stated, ‘‘Let there be no doubt: America is
determined to prevent Iran from getting a
nuclear weapon, and I will take no options
off the table to achieve that goal.”’;

Whereas Congress has passed and the
President has signed into law legislation im-
posing significant economic and diplomatic
sanctions on Iran to encourage the Govern-
ment of Iran to abandon its pursuit of nu-
clear weapons and end its support for ter-
rorism;

Whereas these sanctions, while having sig-
nificant effect, have yet to persuade Iran to
abandon its illicit pursuits and comply with
United Nations Security Council resolutions;

Whereas more stringent enforcement of
sanctions legislation, including elements
targeting oil exports and access to foreign
exchange, could still lead the Government of
Iran to change course;

Whereas, in his State of the Union Address
on February 12, 2013, President Obama reiter-
ated, ‘“The leaders of Iran must recognize
that now is the time for a diplomatic solu-
tion, because a coalition stands united in de-
manding that they meet their obligations.
And we will do what is necessary to prevent
them from getting a nuclear weapon.’’;

Whereas, on March 4, 2012, President
Obama stated, ‘‘Iran’s leaders should under-
stand that I do not have a policy of contain-
ment; I have a policy to prevent Iran from
obtaining a nuclear weapon.’’;
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Whereas, on October 22, 2012, President
Obama said of Iran, ‘““The clock is ticking. . .
And we’re going to make sure that if they do
not meet the demands of the international
community, then we are going to take all op-
tions necessary to make sure they don’t have
a nuclear weapon.’’;

Whereas, on May 19, 2011, President Obama
stated, ‘‘Every state has the right to self-de-
fense, and Israel must be able to defend
itself, by itself, against any threat.”’;

Whereas, on September 21, 2011, President
Obama stated, ‘““‘America’s commitment to
Israel’s security is unshakeable. Our friend-
ship with Israel is deep and enduring.’’;

Whereas, on March 4, 2012, President
Obama stated, ‘“‘And whenever an effort is
made to delegitimize the state of Israel, my
administration has opposed them. So there
should not be a shred of doubt by now: when
the chips are down, I have Israel’s back.”’;

Whereas, on October 22, 2012, President
Obama stated, ‘‘Israel is a true friend. And if
Israel is attacked, America will stand with
Israel. I’'ve made that clear throughout my

presidency . .. I will stand with Israel if
they are attacked.”’;
Whereas, in December 2012, 74 TUnited

States Senators wrote to President Obama
“As you begin your second term as Presi-
dent, we ask you to reiterate your readiness
to take military action against Iran if it
continues its efforts to acquire a nuclear
weapon. In addition, we urge you to work
with our European and Middle Eastern allies
to demonstrate to the Iranians that a cred-
ible and capable multilateral coalition exists
that would support a military strike if, in
the end, this is unfortunately necessary.’’;
and

Whereas the United States-Israel Enhanced
Security Cooperation Act of 2012 (Public Law
112-150) stated that it is United States policy
to support Israel’s inherent right to self-de-
fense: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved,

SECTION 1. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

Congress—

(1) reaffirms the special bonds of friendship
and cooperation that have existed between
the United States and the State of Israel for
more than sixty years and that enjoy over-
whelming bipartisan support in Congress and
among the people of the United States;

(2) strongly supports the close military, in-
telligence, and security cooperation that
President Obama has pursued with Israel and
urges this cooperation to continue and deep-
en;

(3) deplores and condemns, in the strongest
possible terms, the reprehensible statements
and policies of the leaders of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran threatening the security and
existence of Israel;

(4) recognizes the tremendous threat posed
to the United States, the West, and Israel by
the Government of Iran’s continuing pursuit
of a nuclear weapons capability;

(5) reiterates that the policy of the United
States is to prevent Iran from acquiring a
nuclear weapon capability and to take such
action as may be necessary to implement
this policy;

(6) reaffirms its strong support for the full
implementation of United States and inter-
national sanctions on Iran and urges the
President to continue and strengthen en-
forcement of sanctions legislation;

(7) declares that the United States has a
vital national interest in, and unbreakable
commitment to, ensuring the existence, sur-
vival, and security of the State of Israel, and
reaffirms United States support for Israel’s
right to self-defense; and

(8) urges that, if the Government of Israel
is compelled to take military action in self-
defense, the United States Government
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