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Even with a proper count, intentional
shooting deaths of children—including gang
shootings and murder-suicides by family
members—far exceed accidental gun deaths.
But accidents, more than the other firearm-
related deaths, come with endless
hypotheticals about what could have been
done differently.

The rifle association’s lobbying arm re-
cently posted on its Web site a claim that
adult criminals who mishandle firearms—as
opposed to law-abiding gun owners—are re-
sponsible for most fatal accidents involving
children. But The Times’s review found that
a vast majority of cases revolved around
children’s access to firearms, with the shoot-
ing either self-inflicted or done by another
child.

A common theme in the cases examined by
The Times, in fact, was the almost magnetic
attraction of firearms among boys. In all but
a handful of instances, the shooter was male.
Boys also accounted for more than 80 percent
of the victims.

Time and again, boys could not resist han-
dling a gun, disregarding repeated warnings
by adults and, sometimes, their own sense
that they were doing something wrong.

When Joshua Skorczewski, II, took an un-
loaded 20-gauge shotgun out of the family
gun cabinet in western Minnesota on July 28,
2008, it was because he was excited about
going to a gun safety class that night and
wanted to practice.

But for reasons that he later struggled to
explain to the police, Joshua loaded a single
shell into the gun and pulled the hammer
back. He decided he should put the gun back,
but his finger slipped. It fired, killing his 12-
year-old sister, Natasha, who was standing
in the kitchen with him. When his mother
called from work to check on them, a shaken
Joshua told her he had just called 911:
““Mom, I shot Tasha.”’

Christina Wenzel, the mother of Alex Whit-
field, had tried to make sure he did not visit
anyone’s house if guns were present. What
she did not know, when Alex went to his fa-
ther’s apartment last April, was that a fam-
ily member had stored three loaded guns
there.

“I always thought I had Alex protected
from being killed by another child by a gun
that was not secured,” Ms. Wenzel said. ““Un-
fortunately, I was mistaken.”

UNDERCOUNTING DEATHS

Compiling a complete census of accidental
gun deaths of children is difficult, because
most states do not consider death certificate
data a matter of public record. In a handful
of states, however, the information is pub-
licly available. Using these death records as
a guide, along with hundreds of medical ex-
aminer and coroner reports and police inves-
tigative files, The Times sought to identify
every accidental firearm death of a child age
14 and under in Georgia, Minnesota, North
Carolina and Ohio dating to 1999, and in Cali-
fornia to 2007. Records were also obtained
from several county medical examiners’ of-
fices in Florida, Illinois and Texas.

The goal, in the end, was an in-depth por-
trait of accidental firearm deaths of chil-
dren, one that would shed light on how such
killings occur and might be prevented. In all,
The Times cataloged 259 gun accidents that
killed children ages 14 and younger. The
youngest was just 9 months old, shot in his
crib.

In four of the five states—California, Geor-
gia, North Carolina and Ohio—The Times
identified roughly twice as many accidental
killings as were tallied in the corresponding
federal data. In the fifth, Minnesota, there
were 50 percent more accidental gun deaths.
(The Times excluded some fatal shootings,
like pellet gun accidents, that are normally
included in the federal statistics.)
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The undercount stems from the peculiar-
ities by which medical examiners and coro-
ners make their ‘“‘manner of death’ rulings.
These pronouncements, along with other in-
formation entered on death certificates, are
the basis for the nation’s mortality statis-
tics, which are assembled by the National
Center for Health Statistics, a division of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Choosing among five options—homicide, ac-
cidental, suicide, natural or undetermined—
most medical examiners and coroners simply
call any death in which one person shoots
another a homicide.

GUN STATISTICS

NUMBER OF PERSONS KILLED BY GUNS IN THE 12
MONTHS AFTER NEWTOWN

31,537 people die from gun violence annu-
ally:

11,583 people are murdered.

18,783 people kill themselves.

584 people are Killed accidentally.

334 are killed by police intervention.

252 die but intent is not known.
NUMBER OF PERSONS INJURED BY GUN VIOLENCE

71,386 people survive gun injuries:

51,249 people are injured in an attack.

3,627 people survive a suicide attempt.

15,815 people are shot accidentally.

694 people are shot by police intervention.

Homicide is the second leading cause of
death for young people ages 15 to 24.

Homicide is the leading cause of death for
many minorities in this country.

82.8 percent of young people who are killed
are killed with a firearm;

Every 30 minutes, a child or teenager in
America is injured by a gun;

Every 3 hours and 15 minutes, a child or a
teenager loses their life to a firearm.

—————

APPOINTMENT AS MEMBER OF
UNITED STATES-CHINA ECO-
NOMIC AND SECURITY REVIEW
COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section

1238(b)(3) of the Floyd D. Spence Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for
fiscal year 2001 (22 U.S.C. 7002), as
amended, and the order of the House of
January 3, 2013, of the following indi-
vidual on the part of the House to the
United States-China Economic and Se-
curity Review Commission for a term
expiring on December 31, 2015:
Mr. Daniel M. Slane, Ohio

———

APPOINTMENT AS MEMBER OF
COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, effective December 16, 2013,
pursuant to section 2 of the Civil
Rights Commission Amendments Act
of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 1975 note), and the
order of the House of January 3, 2013, of
the following individual on the part of
the House to the Commission on Civil
Rights for a term expiring December
15, 2019:

Mr. Peter N. Kirsanow, Cleveland,
Ohio

————————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

December 12, 2013

Mr. DOYLE (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today until 3:30 p.m. on ac-
count of death in family.

Mr. RUSH (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and December 13 on
account of attending to family acute
medical care and hospitalization.

——
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled bills
of the House of the following titles,
which were thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2871. An act to amend title 28, United
States Code, to modify the composition of
the southern judicial district of Mississippi
to improve judicial efficiency, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 2922. An act to extend the authority of
the Supreme Court Police to protect court
officials away from the Supreme Court
grounds.

————

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the
following title:

S. 1471. An act to authorize the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of the
Army to reconsider decisions to inter or
honor the memory of a person in a national
cemetery, and for other purposes.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 33 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order and pur-
suant to House Resolution 434, the
House adjourned until Monday, Decem-
ber 16, 2013, at 11 a.m., as a further
mark of respect to the memory of the
late Nelson Mandela, former President
of the Republic of South Africa.

————

OATH OF OFFICE MEMBERS, RESI-
DENT COMMISSIONER, AND DEL-
EGATES

The oath of office required by the
sixth article of the Constitution of the
United States, and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem-
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele-
gates of the House of Representatives,
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C.
3331:

“I, AB, do solemnly swear (or af-
firm) that I will support and defend
the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that I will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same;
that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion; and that I will
well and faithfully discharge the
duties of the office on which I am
about to enter. So help me God.”

has been subscribed to in person and
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the
House of Representatives by the fol-
lowing Member of the 113th Congress,



December 12, 2013

pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C.
25:

KATHERINE M. CLARK, Fifth District
of Massachusetts.

———

OATH FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION

Under clause 13 of rule XXIII, the fol-
lowing Members executed the oath for
access to classified information:

Robert B. Aderholt, Rodney Alexander*,
Justin Amash, Mark E. Amodei, Robert E.
Andrews, Michele Bachmann, Spencer Bach-
us, Ron Barber, Lou Barletta, Garland
“Andy”’ Barr, John Barrow, Joe Barton,
Karen Bass, Joyce Beatty, Xavier Becerra,
Dan Benishek, Kerry L. Bentivolio, Ami
Bera, Gus M. Bilirakis, Rob Bishop, Sanford
D. Bishop, Jr., Timothy H. Bishop, Diane
Black, Marsha Blackburn, Earl Blumenauer,
John A. Boehner, Suzanne Bonamici, Jo
Bonner*, Madeleine Z. Bordallo, Charles W.
Boustany, Jr., Kevin Brady, Robert A.
Brady, Bruce L. Braley, Jim Bridenstine, Mo
Brooks, Susan W. Brooks, Paul C. Broun,
Corrine Brown, Julia Brownley, Vern
Buchanan, Larry Bucshon, Michael C. Bur-
gess, Cheri Bustos, G. K. Butterfield, Ken
Calvert, Dave Camp, John Campbell, Eric
Cantor, Shelley Moore Capito, Lois Capps,
Michael E. Capuano, Tony Cardenas, John C.
Carney, Jr., André Carson, John R. Carter,
Matt Cartwright, Bill Cassidy, Kathy Castor,
Joaquin Castro, Steve Chabot, Jason
Chaffetz, Donna M. Christensen, Judy Chu,
David N. Cicilline, Katherine M. Clark,
Yvette D. Clarke, Wm. Lacy Clay, Emanuel
Cleaver, James E. Clyburn, Howard Coble,
Mike Coffman, Steve Cohen, Tom Cole, Chris
Collins, Doug Collins, K. Michael Conaway,
Gerald E. Connolly, John Conyers, Jr., Paul
Cook, Jim Cooper, Jim Costa, Tom Cotton,
Joe Courtney, Kevin Cramer, Eric A. “Rick”
Crawford, Ander Crenshaw, Joseph Crowley,
Henry Cuellar, John Abney Culberson, Elijah
BE. Cummings, Steve Daines, Danny K. Davis,
Rodney Davis, Susan A. Davis, Peter A.
DeFazio, Diana DeGette, John K. Delaney,
Rosa L. DeLauro, Suzan K. DelBene, Jeff
Denham, Charles W. Dent, Ron DeSantis,
Scott DesJarlais, Theodore E. Deutch, Mario
Diaz-Balart, John D. Dingell, LLloyd Doggett,
Michael F. Doyle, Tammy Duckworth, Sean
P. Duffy, Jeff Duncan, John J. Duncan, Jr.,
Donna F. Edwards, Keith Ellison, Renee L.
Ellmers, Jo Ann Emerson*, Eliot L. Engel,
William L. Enyart, Anna G. Eshoo, Elizabeth
H. Esty, Eni F. H. Faleomavaega, Blake
Farenthold, Sam Farr, Chaka Fattah, Ste-
phen Lee Fincher, Michael G. Fitzpatrick,
Charles J. ‘“Chuck” Fleischmann, John
Fleming, Bill Flores, J. Randy Forbes, Jeff
Fortenberry, Bill Foster, Virginia Foxx, Lois
Frankel, Trent Franks, Rodney P. Freling-
huysen, Marcia L. Fudge, Tulsi Gabbard,
Pete P. Gallego, John Garamendi, Joe Gar-
cia, Cory Gardner, Scott Garrett, Jim Ger-
lach, Bob Gibbs, Christopher P. Gibson, Phil
Gingrey, Louie Gohmert, Bob Goodlatte,
Paul A. Gosar, Trey Gowdy, Kay Granger,
Sam Graves, Tom Graves, Alan Grayson, Al
Green, Gene Green, Tim Griffin, H. Morgan
Griffith, Raul M. Grijalva, Michael G.
Grimm, Brett Guthrie, Luis V. Gutiérrez,
Janice Hahn, Ralph M. Hall, Colleen W.
Hanabusa, Richard L. Hanna, Gregg Harper,
Andy Harris, Vicky Hartzler, Alcee L. Has-
tings, Doc Hastings, Denny Heck, Joseph J.
Heck, Jeb Hensarling, Jaime Herrera
Beutler, Brian Higgins, James A. Himes,
Rubén Hinojosa, George Holding, Rush Holt,
Michael M. Honda, Steven A. Horsford,
Steny H. Hoyer, Richard Hudson, Tim
Huelskamp, Jared Huffman, Bill Huizenga,
Randy Hultgren, Duncan Hunter, Robert
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Hurt, Steve Israel, Darrell E. Issa, Sheila
Jackson Lee, Hakeem S. Jeffries, Lynn Jen-
kins, Bill Johnson, Eddie Bernice Johnson,
Henry C. “Hank’” Johnson, Jr., Sam John-
son, Walter B. Jones, Jim Jordan, David P.
Joyce, Marcy Kaptur, William R. Keating,
Mike Kelly, Robin L. Kelly, Joseph P. Ken-
nedy III, Daniel T. Kildee, Derek Kilmer,
Ron Kind, Peter T. King, Steve King, Jack
Kingston, Adam Kinzinger, Ann Kirkpatrick,
John Kline, Ann M. Kuster, Raul R. Lab-
rador, Doug LaMalfa, Doug Lamborn, Leon-
ard Lance, James R. Langevin, James
Lankford, Rick Larsen, John B. Larson, Tom
Latham, Robert E. Latta, Barbara Lee,
Sander M. Levin, John Lewis, Daniel Lipin-
ski, Frank A. LoBiondo, David Loebsack,
Zoe Lofgren, Billy Long, Alan S. Lowenthal,
Nita M. Lowey, Frank D. Lucas, Blaine
Luetkemeyer, Ben Ray Lujan, Michelle
Lujan Grisham, Cynthia M. Lummis, Ste-
phen F. Lynch, Daniel B. Maffei, Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean Patrick Maloney, Kenny
Marchant, Tom Marino, Edward J. Markey*,
Thomas Massie, Jim Matheson, Doris O.
Matsui, Vance M. McAllister, Carolyn
McCarthy, Kevin McCarthy, Michael T.
McCaul, Tom McClintock, Betty McCollum,
James P. McGovern, Patrick T. McHenry,
Mike McIntyre, Howard P. ‘“‘Buck’ McKeon,
David B. McKinley, Cathy McMorris Rod-
gers, Jerry McNerney, Mark Meadows, Pat-
rick Meehan, Gregory W. Meeks, Grace
Meng, Luke Messer, John L. Mica, Michael
H. Michaud, Candice S. Miller, Gary G. Mil-
ler, George Miller, Jeff Miller, Gwen Moore,
James P. Moran, Markwayne Mullin, Mick
Mulvaney, Patrick Murphy, Tim Murphy,
Jerrold Nadler, Grace F. Napolitano, Richard
E. Neal, Gloria Negrete McLeod, Randy
Neugebauer, Kristi L. Noem, Richard M.
Nolan, Eleanor Holmes Norton, Richard B.
Nugent, Devin Nunes, Alan Nunnelee, Pete
Olson, Beto O’Rourke, William L. Owens,
Steven M. Palazzo, Frank Pallone, Jr., Bill
Pascrell, Jr., Ed Pastor, Erik Paulsen, Don-
ald M. Payne, Jr., Stevan Pearce, Nancy
Pelosi, Ed Perlmutter, Scott Perry, Gary C.
Peters, Scott H. Peters, Collin C. Peterson,
Thomas E. Petri, Pedro R. Pierluisi, Chellie
Pingree, Robert Pittenger, Joseph R. Pitts,
Mark Pocan, Ted Poe, Jared Polis, Mike
Pompeo, Bill Posey, David E. Price, Tom
Price, Mike Quigley, Trey Radel, Nick J.
Rahall II, Charles B. Rangel, Tom Reed,
David G. Reichert, James B. Renacci, Reid J.
Ribble, Tom Rice, Cedric L. Richmond, E.
Scott Rigell, Martha Roby, David P. Roe,
Harold Rogers, Mike Rogers, Mike Rogers,
Dana Rohrabacher, Todd Rokita, Thomas J.
Rooney, Peter J. Roskam, Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen, Dennis A. Ross, Keith J. Rothfus,
Lucille Roybal-Allard, Edward R. Royce,
Raul Ruiz, Jon Runyan, C. A. Dutch Rup-
persberger, Bobby L. Rush, Paul Ryan, Tim
Ryan, Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan, Matt
Salmon, Linda T. Sanchez, Loretta Sanchez,
Mark Sanford, John P. Sarbanes, Steve Sca-
lise, Janice D. Schakowsky, Adam B. Schiff,
Bradley S. Schneider, Aaron Schock, Kurt
Schrader, Allyson Y. Schwartz, David
Schweikert, Austin Scott, David Scott, Rob-
ert C. ‘“‘Bobby” Scott, F. James Sensen-
brenner, Jr., José E. Serrano, Pete Sessions,
Terri A. Sewell, Carol Shea-Porter, Brad
Sherman, John Shimkus, Bill Shuster, Mi-
chael K. Simpson, Kyrsten Sinema, Albio
Sires, Louise McIntosh Slaughter, Adam
Smith, Adrian Smith, Christopher H. Smith,
Jason T. Smith, Lamar Smith, Steve
Southerland II, Jackie Speier, Chris Stewart,
Steve Stivers, Steve Stockman, Marlin A.
Stutzman, Eric Swalwell, Mark Takano, Lee
Terry, Bennie G. Thompson, Glenn Thomp-
son, Mike Thompson, Mac Thornberry, Pat-
rick J. Tiberi, John F. Tierney, Scott R. Tip-
ton, Dina Titus, Paul Tonko, Niki Tsongas,
Michael R. Turner, Fred Upton, David G.
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Valadao, Chris Van Hollen, Juan Vargas,
Marc A. Veasey, Filemon Vela, Nydia M.
Velazquez, Peter J. Visclosky, Ann Wagner,
Tim Walberg, Greg Walden, Jackie Walorski,
Timothy J. Walz, Debbie Wasserman
Schultz, Maxine Waters, Melvin L. Watt,
Henry A. Waxman, Randy K. Weber, Sr.,
Daniel Webster, Peter Welch, Brad R.
Wenstrup, Lynn A. Westmoreland, Ed Whit-
field, Roger Williams, Frederica S. Wilson,
Joe Wilson, Robert J. Wittman, Frank R.
Wolf, Steve Womack, Rob Woodall, John A.
Yarmuth, Kevin Yoder, Ted S. Yoho, C. W.
Bill Young*, Don Young, Todd C. Young

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4134. A letter from the Administrator,
Rural Utilities Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Energy Efficiency and Conservation
Loan Program (RIN: 0572-AC19) received De-

cember 9, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

4135. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting
a letter on the approved retirement of Lieu-
tenant General Robert P. Lennox, United
States Army, and his advancement on the re-
tired list in the grade of lieutenant general;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

4136. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting
a letter on the approved retirement of Vice
Admiral Allen G. Myers, United States Navy,
and his advancement to the grade of vice ad-
miral on the retired list; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

4137. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator Rural Housing Service, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Single Family Housing Guaran-
teed Loan Program (RIN: 0575-AC18) received
December 9, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

4138. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Suspension of Community Eligibility [Dock-
et ID FEMA-2013-0002] [Internal Agency
Docket No.: FEMA-8311] received December
9, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Financial Services.

4139. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Floodplain Management and Protec-
tion of Wetlands [Docket No.: FR-5423-F-02]
(RIN: 2501-AD51) received December 2, 2013,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

4140. A letter from the Director, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Definitions of Trans-
mittal of Funds and Funds Transfer (RIN:
1506-AB20) received December 9, 2013, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Financial Services.

4141. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Annual Report for Fiscal Year
2012 of the Administration on Aging, pursu-
ant to 42 U.S.C. 3018; to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

4142. A letter from the General Counsel,
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation,
transmitting the Corporation’s final rule —
Benefits Payable in Terminated Single-Em-
ployer Plans; Interest Assumptions for Pay-
ing Benefits received December 2, 2013, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.
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