H7638 |[CORRECTION |

I want to remind my colleagues in
the House that that same kind of ef-
fort, attention, and risk is needed on
the issue of comprehensive immigra-
tion reform. If we can produce a budget
deal through the crisis that we have
been through, then it is time for the
House of Representatives and the Re-
publican leadership to step up and
produce the same Kkind of effort, the
same kind of attention to one of the
most critical domestic issues affecting
so many families and communities in
this country, and that is the question
of comprehensive immigration reform.

If we have the fortitude, the risk to
compromise on a budget, we should
certainly be able to do that for immi-
gration reform.

NIH FUNDING

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, the Na-
tional Institutes of Health has helped
make America one of the great engines
of biomedical discovery.

NIH funding is critical for NIH to
sustain its mission of improving health
through scientific breakthroughs and
maintain our international leadership.

I am proud that some of the world’s
best scientific research is taking place
right here in New Hampshire. In New
Hampshire, lifesaving research at Dart-
mouth College and UNH is made pos-
sible by NIH grants.

Unfortunately, the first year of se-
questration required NIH to cut 5 per-
cent of its budget. Many of America’s
young scientists are leaving the U.S. to
pursue their research abroad for more
stable positions.

If the sequestration were to continue
for the full 10 years, NIH would lose a
staggering $19 billion, and our Nation
would lose precious time in its race
against Alzheimer’s disease, cancer,
autism, HIV/AIDS, and countless other
diseases that cause pain and suffering.

I urge congressional leaders to ap-
prove robust funding for NIH and to re-
verse the damaging impact of seques-
tration on research programs.

———

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Mrs. NEGRETE McLEOD asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. NEGRETE McLEOD. Mr. Speak-
er, the Affordable Care Act is moving
in the right direction and delivering
what the law was intended to do: deliv-
ering a wider range of medical services
to all Americans, including improved
access to mental health services.

The administration announced that
$100 million of additional funding
would be made available to expand and
improve the way Americans receive
mental health services.

According to the California
HealthCare Foundation, nearly one in
six Californian adults has a mental
health need and approximately one in
20 suffers from a serious mental illness
that makes it difficult to carry out
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major life activities. The rate among
children is higher where one in 13 suf-
fers from a mental illness that limits
participation in daily activities.

While most mental illnesses are
treatable, those with mental illness
often struggle to get needed treatment
if they do not have health insurance
that covers mental health services.
Starting next year, insurers would not
be able to deny coverage or charge an
individual more due to preexisting
health conditions, including mental ill-
nesses. The health care law would also
require most health plans to cover rec-
ommended preventive services like de-
pression screening for adults and be-
havior assessment for children.

————

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RE-
SOURCES, AND COMMITTEE ON
VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas) laid before the House the fol-
lowing resignation as a member of the
Committee on the Judiciary, the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, and the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 9, 2013.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: I wish to resign
from my assignments to the House Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, the House Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, and the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs effective the
week of December 9th, 2013. My resignation
is in order to facilitate my appointment to
the House Committee on Appropriations.
Thank you for the opportunity.

Sincerely,
MARK E. AMODEI.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignations are accept-
ed.

There was no objection.

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERV-
ICES, AND COMMITTEE ON EDU-
CATION AND THE WORKFORCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Agriculture, the Committee on Armed
Services, and the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 11, 2013.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: Please accept this
letter as resignation from my seats on the
House Committee on Agriculture, the House
Committee on Armed Services, and the
House Committee on Education and the
Workforce.

I thank you for the opportunity to serve on
these important Committees. I remain com-
mitted to supporting my district’s unique
military, agriculture, and educational inter-
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ests in my new capacity on the House Com-
mittee on Appropriations.
Sincerely,
MARTHA ROBY,
Member of Congress.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignations are accept-
ed.
There was no objection.

—————

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE,
AND TECHNOLOGY, COMMITTEE
ON HOMELAND SECURITY, AND
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RE-
SOURCES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology, the
Committee on Homeland Security, and
the Committee on Natural Resources:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 9, 2013.
OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: As you are aware,
the Steering Committee acted last week on
my request to join the Appropriations Com-
mittee. In order to move on to the Appro-
priations Committee, I am writing to resign
from my current committee assignments, in-
cluding all subcommittees on:

The Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee;

The Homeland Security Committee; and

The Natural Resources Committee.

I have truly enjoyed my service on these
committees. I similarly look forward to serv-
ing on the Appropriations Committee.

Sincerely,
CHRIS STEWART.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignations are accept-
ed.

There was no objection.

——
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ELECTING CERTAIN MEMBERS TO
CERTAIN STANDING COMMIT-
TEES OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

Ms. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the House Republican Con-
ference, I send to the desk a privileged
resolution and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:
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Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON
McAllister.

COMMITTEE ON  APPROPRIATIONS—MTrS.
Roby, Mr. Amodei, and Mr. Stewart.

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES—Mr.
McAllister.

Ms. JENKINS (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
to dispense with the reading.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Kansas?

There was no objection.

AGRICULTURE—Mr.
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The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———————

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERANS’
MEMORIAL AMENDMENTS ACT
OF 2013

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2319) to clarify certain provisions
of the Native American Veterans’ Me-
morial Establishment Act of 1994, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2319

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Native Amer-
ican Veterans’ Memorial Amendments Act of
2013,

SEC. 2. NATIVE AMERICAN VETERANS’ MEMORIAL.

(a) AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH MEMORIAL.—
Section 3 of the Native American Veterans’ Me-
morial Establishment Act of 1994 (20 U.S.C. 80q—
5 note; 108 Stat. 4067) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking “‘within the
interior structure of the facility provided for by’
and inserting ‘‘on property under the jurisdic-
tion of the Museum on the site described in’’;
and

(2) in subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘‘, in con-
sultation with the Museum, is’’ and inserting
“‘and the National Museum of the American In-
dian are’.

(b) PAYMENT OF EXPENSES.—Section 4(a) of
the Native American Veterans’ Memorial Estab-
lishment Act of 1994 (20 U.S.C. 80g—5 note; 108
Stat. 4067) is amended—

(1) in the heading, by inserting ‘‘AND NA-
TIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN”’
after ““AMERICAN INDIANS”’; and

(2) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘shall be
solely” and inserting ‘“‘and the National Mu-
seum of the American Indian shall be’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. MULLIN) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. GRIJALVA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous materials on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

I
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Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 2319 is a bill that would continue
to recognize the efforts of all Native
American, Alaska Native, and Native
Hawaiian veterans across the Nation.
These brave soldiers, including my own
grandfather, Kenneth Morris, sacrificed
much for the country they love. It is
important that we properly honor
these brave soldiers and tell their story
for generations to come.

As many of my colleagues know, last
month Congress awarded Congressional
Gold Medals to Native American code
talkers from all over the country, a
long overdue recognition for their
bravery and valor. These men saved
countless lives during World Wars I and
II by using their native languages.

My bill amends a 1994 law that allows
the National Museum of the American
Indian more flexibility to design and
raise funds for the building of a memo-
rial. The memorial is currently author-
ized to be constructed inside the con-
fines of the museum, but with the lim-
ited space within the museum itself,
this bill provides for a more appro-
priate tribute.

This bipartisan bill has received
overwhelming support from the Na-
tional Congress of American Indians
and the National Museum of the Amer-
ican Indian. As one of only two Native
Americans in Congress, it has been my
privilege to work to make this memo-
rial a reality.

I ask for your support of this legisla-
tion which was reported by unanimous
consent from the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources just last week and will
require no cost to the American tax-
payers.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

(Mr. GRIJALVA asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
2319 authorizes the construction of a
Native American Veterans Memorial
on the grounds of the National Museum
of the American Indian. The memorial
is already authorized to be built within
the museum, but planning efforts have
identified the needs for more space.
This bill simply allows the memorial
to be built outside.

Native Americans have a long and
proud tradition of military service.
Navajo code talkers were involved in
every assault the U.S. Marines con-
ducted in the Pacific from 1942 to 1945.
Their heroics even inspired a Holly-
wood movie, but the proud tradition of
Native American service goes all the
way back to the Revolutionary War.
Since then, the Nation’s first Ameri-
cans have fought in every U.S. engage-
ment, and it is about time that we rec-
ognize their service with a national
memorial. I cannot think of a better
place to commemorate that tradition
than on the grounds of the National
Museum.
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I also want to take time to thank
Congressman MULLIN for his leadership
and sponsorship of this legislation,
overdue, and very, very appropriate
and historically necessary.

We support H.R. 2319 and urge its pas-
sage.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the bipartisan support from my
colleague from Arizona and definitely
the support from the other side of the
aisle that so often is needed inside this
House.

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I yield as
much time as he may consume to the
gentleman from North Dakota (Mr.
CRAMER).

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I cer-
tainly want to thank my friend and
colleague from Oklahoma. He is a col-
league on the Natural Resources Com-
mittee with me, as well as the Indian
and Alaska Native Affairs Sub-
committee, and Mr. MULLIN has dem-
onstrated great leadership on this im-
portant legislation.

In my State of North Dakota, our
citizens enlist in the military at a rate
four times the national average. Much
of the credit for this impressive sta-
tistic really belongs to the thousands
of our native citizens who have enlisted
at very, very high rates, citizens from
the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa,
from the Fort Berthold Mandan,
Hidatsa, and Arikara Nation, from our
Sioux Nations at Fort Yates and Fort
Totten, from the Standing Rock and
Spirit Lake Nations as well as
Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux Nation who
have demonstrated exemplary patriot-
ism in their enlistment. And further-
more, they carry out this patriotism
with incredible pride, understandable
and appropriate pride in the way they
participate with their honor and color
guards at veterans’ events throughout
our State.

This memorial and these amend-
ments are really a very appropriate
and important recognition of their sac-
rifice and their service and their
unique contribution to our society, es-
pecially given the history of our Na-
tion’s birth.

So, Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of
our colleagues to honor our native vet-
erans by voting ‘‘yes’” on this impor-
tant legislation.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
as much time as she may consume to
the gentlewoman from Minnesota (Ms.
McCoLLuM), cochair of the Native
American Caucus in the House.

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in strong support of the Native Amer-
ican Veterans’ Memorial Amendment
Act.

Native Americans have served in our
Armed Forces at higher rates than any
other ethnic group, even while being
denied the right to vote and full citi-
zenship in this country.

Their contributions include 27 recipi-
ents of the Medal of Honor and code
talkers, whose native languages be-
came the unbreakable code, keeping
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