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people might just have unintended con-
sequences.

So what’s the President’s plan?

The American people are tired of
waiting for clarity from an administra-
tion that keeps waiting until the last
minute to change its mind and an-
nounce the next big delay.

———

RENEW SPECIAL DIABETES
PROGRAM

(Ms. BROWNLEY of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr.
Speaker, last year diabetes cost the
U.S. economy $245 billion. That number
will only continue to climb unless Con-
gress supports critical medical re-
search and treatment initiatives like
the Special Diabetes Program.

The Special Diabetes Program con-
tributes to groundbreaking research at
the National Institutes of Health. Con-
tinued investment in this program will
bring hope for a cure and a better life
to the 26 million Americans living with
diabetes. The Special Diabetes Pro-
gram also funds treatment, education,
and prevention programs for American
Indian and Alaska Native families who
are disproportionately affected by dia-
betes.

We must continue our commitment
to fighting this deadly disease. Without
a timely, multiyear renewal, work that
could save hundreds of thousands of
lives is put at risk. I urge my col-
leagues to support legislation to renew
the Special Diabetes Program.

————
REPUBLICAN SOLUTIONS

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, we still have a lot of improving to
do. While last week’s job report showed
some encouraging signs, there is more
work to be done.

What are House Republicans doing to
help?

Well, for one, we want to get govern-
ment out of the way of economic
growth. We want to curb the excessive
regulations coming out of Washington,
D.C. We want to protect Americans
from the harmful effects of
ObamacCare.

And with so many Americans still
struggling to make ends meet, it is not
fair that Washington Democrats want
to force people to pay more for their
own health care. What is more, policy
cancelations and technical problems
have left many Americans unsure if
they are even covered at all.

That is not going to help our econ-
omy. We need real pro-growth solu-
tions that will create more jobs and
give all Americans a shot.

———

AIRLINE FEE INCREASE

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I want
to commend the work that has been
done by Senator MURRAY and Congress-
man RYAN as we work towards passing
a budget deal before the end of this
year. I think the end result is not per-
fect in anyone’s eyes, but what they
have done is something that symbol-
ized what can be achieved when two
sides come together in the best inter-
ests for our country.

However, there is one element of the
agreement that I am raising with con-
cern because my State of Hawaii has a
very unique circumstance. We have six
major islands where people live with no
interisland railway, no highway or
ferry system that connects each of
these islands; and people who commute
back and forth, people who look for ac-
cess to health care, have no option
other than to fly. In some cases, this
air route is an essential lifeline in each
of these areas.

In the past, Congress has recognized
Hawaii’s unique situation and exclu-
sive reliance on air travel. We are con-
cerned about the disparate impact of
increased taxes and fees on this air
travel in our State.

Again, the budget deal is a solid step
in the right direction, but we must en-
sure that the people of Hawaii, who
have no options available to them
other than to fly, are not unduly bur-
dened with the fee increase. I look for-
ward to being able to address this
issue.

ALICIA DAWN KOEHL RESPECT
FOR NATIONAL CEMETERIES ACT

(Mr. STUTZMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of S. 1471, the
Alicia Dawn Koehl Respect for Na-
tional Cemeteries Act. I thank my In-
diana colleagues, Senator DAN COATS
and Congresswoman SUSAN BROOKS, for
their hard work.

The namesake of this bill is Alicia
Dawn Koehl. She was the wife of Fort
Wayne native Paul Koehl from my dis-
trict and the mother of two children.
She was also the daughter-in-law of
Frank and Carol Koehl.

Last year, Alicia was tragically mur-
dered, and after her Kkiller, an Army
veteran, committed suicide, he was
buried in a national cemetery with
military honors despite laws prohib-
iting such distinction.

This bill provides the Department of
Veterans Affairs the authority to right
such wrongs, ensuring our national
cemeteries are reserved for our coun-
try’s most deserving heroes.

Mr. Speaker, my sympathies go out
to the family and friends of Ms. Koehl.
It is impossible for any of us here
today to fully grasp the hardship they
have needlessly endured.

I respectfully ask my colleagues to
support this legislation.
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EMERGENCY UNEMPLOYMENT
COMPENSATION EXTENSION ACT

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
on behalf of the nearly 40,000 unem-
ployed Nevadans at risk of losing their
benefits if Congress fails to act before
the end of the year.

While our economy has slowly begun
to recover from the recession and hous-
ing crisis, there are still 1.3 million
fewer jobs today than when the reces-
sion started 6 years ago. Nearly 4 mil-
lion jobless Americans have been un-
employed for more than 27 weeks. And
while a newly unemployed worker has
a 20 to 30 percent chance of getting
hired, a long-term unemployed worker
has only a 1 in 10 chance of finding a
new job in any given month.

Cutting off a critical lifeline to those
already struggling to make ends meet
would be irresponsible and reckless,
causing significant damage to our eco-
nomic growth and costing our economy
nearly 310,000 jobs, including 3,000 in
Nevada.

I am proud to cosponsor the Emer-
gency Unemployment Compensation
Extension Act that would extend this
vital program and related provisions
for another year.

So before Congress pats itself on the
back about a budget deal, let’s think
about those families truly in need dur-
ing these holidays and beyond.

———
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JOBS AND THE ECONOMY

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, as our
Nation’s economy continues to im-
prove, we still need to have a serious
discussion about jobs in this country.

As Congress will soon debate whether
to extend unemployment benefits for
needy Americans, we must remember
that there are young people that are
graduating from high schools in our
country that are not ready to take jobs
that are in high demand.

For instance, from an article I read
in The Wall Street Journal last year,
an estimated 600,000 skilled middle
class manufacturing jobs went unfilled
in this country. That is absolutely un-
acceptable. Much of that can be attrib-
uted to kids who are simply unpre-
pared.

Mr. Speaker, improved education
must be included if we are serious
about rebuilding the middle class in
this country. And if we are really seri-
ous about looking out for the middle
class, we have to do something about
raising the minimum wage in this
country. Any serious discussion about
raising the standard of living in our
country without addressing these two
areas of education and raising the low
minimum wage that we have is simply
not addressing the issue seriously.
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Mr. Speaker, I am trying to address
these issues by having a job fair in my
district on Friday, January 24, in Fort
Worth at the Resource Connection. It
is efforts like these and many others
that will help get the middle class back
on track in this country.

———

GABRIELLA MILLER KIDS FIRST
RESEARCH ACT OF 2013

(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘Stop
talking; start doing.”” That is what
Gabriella Miller, a passionate child-
hood cancer advocate asks of our Na-
tion’s leaders.

As an original cosponsor of the
Gabriella Miller Kids First Research
Act, I encourage my colleagues to
honor her request and support this
piece of legislation. The bill directs
$126 million to fund a new pediatric re-
search initiative at the National Insti-
tutes of Health. These dollars will fund
research, clinical trials, and medical
advancement aimed at discovering bet-
ter treatments to help kids fight their
battles against childhood diseases.

In my State, the University of Kan-
sas Medical Center is making great
strides in the fight against pediatric
illnesses, including plans for a pedi-
atric blood cancer program, research to
prevent severe behavior disorders in
children, and efforts to establish an in-
stitute for children’s health and devel-
opment.

Although Gabriella lost her battle to
brain cancer in October, this bill sup-
ports programs that will find cures for
brave kids like her.

—————

NELSON MANDELA

(Mr. MORAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, our lives
will go on, but the life of the world
community was forever changed by the
life of Nelson Mandela, who passed
away this week.

He chose the principles of truth and
reconciliation and democracy and
peace through justice to guide his life,
and he was willing to give his life for
those principles.

It is unfortunate that the United
States didn’t support world sanctions
against South Africa. I would hope if
we had the opportunity to oppose
apartheid wherever it exists through-
out the world again that we would fol-
low the lead of Nelson Mandela.

Treating people differently because
of their race or their class or their reli-
gion is simply wrong. The way that we
honor Nelson Mandela best is to follow
his principles. He transformed this
world. We have the opportunity now to
learn from his life and to follow his
principles.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE EDUCATION
WEEK

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of Computer Science Edu-
cation Week, a time in which edu-
cators, businesses, policymakers, and
communities can come together to cel-
ebrate the important role of computer
science.

In the next 10 years, there will be
more than 1 million more computer
science jobs than we have students
studying computer science. We need to
address that gap. That is why Rep-
resentative BROOKS and I introduced
the Computer Science Education Act,
H.R. 2536. Without creating any new
Federal programs or requiring any new
spending, our bill would allow existing
Federal funding to support computer
science programs across our schools.

This week, students across the coun-
try can try out computer science by
participating in the ‘“‘Hour of Code.”
On Monday in my district, St. Vrain
Valley School District students worked
with Oracle to develop apps to help get
K-8 students excited about computer
science. At CU-Boulder, college stu-
dents designed their own video games
that allow people with no coding expe-
rience to create their own 3-D worlds.
Through the National Center for
Women and Information Technology in
my district, more than 300 companies
are working to increase the participa-
tion of girls and women in computing.

I hope you join me in supporting
Computer Science Education Week ei-
ther by participating in the ‘“‘Hour of

Code”” or supporting the Computer
Science Education Act.
————
NATIONAL INDUSTRIES FOR THE
BLIND

(Mr. LANKFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to wish a happy anniversary to
an organization that is actually help-
ing people.

Seventy-five years ago, the Wagner-
O’Day Act was signed here in the
United States Congress. It is now
known as the AbilityOne Program. It
honors each individual person across
our country with unique disabilities to
be able to say as a Nation we are going
to stand with you on that.

I believe firmly that every individual
evaluates success in a different way,
but I think part of how they evaluate
success is do they have a great family
experience, do they have a great com-
munity of friends around them, are
they deep in their own personal faith,
and do they have work that is mean-
ingful.

The AbilityOne Program—and what
is happening specifically in my State
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with an organization connected to
them called NewView Oklahoma—they
are helping people have great value and
understanding that people that are
blind and visually impaired can have
great success in life and can contribute
to society.

They are producing products that are
sold commercially and to governments
that are all over the world. In fact, 2
years ago I was in Afghanistan; and
when we landed, as we got off the back
of the aircraft there, there was one of
the bright yellow chalks that is
uniquely made in Oklahoma by people
that are blind and visually impaired.

This is a great gift that we are doing,
and I wish them happy anniversary.

————
IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Mr. SCHIFF asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call on Speaker BOEHNER to
allow passage of the comprehensive im-
migration reform legislation. It is vital
that we approach the issue of immigra-
tion with a sense of urgency, a spirit of
compassion, and a commitment to se-
curity. Most important, reform must
provide a path to citizenship for un-
documented immigrants and allow
them to emerge from the shadows.

My congressional office has one of
the highest volumes of immigration
cases in California, and the stories that
are shared with me are heartbreaking.
I receive calls from constituents every
day describing the hardships that our
broken immigration system has placed
on their families, and I have heard
their pleas for help.

The current wait time for many fam-
ily members to reunite in the United
States can be 10 years or more.
DREAMers who came to the United
States as young children and are pur-
suing a college degree or serving in the
military have limited or no career op-
portunities and are stuck in endless
limbo.

Our broken immigration system
takes a terrible toll on innocent fami-
lies, local law enforcement, and our
economy. We must not further delay
action. The time to fix it is now.

———
IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Mr. GRIJALVA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, as
Members of the House reach their con-
clusions on the budget deal announced
by Congressman RYAN and Senator
MURRAY, I might add it is a deal devoid
of any support for the unemployed, real
investment in jobs and education, and
tax reform that produces fairness,
pushing additional cost burdens on
Federal employees. But it does avoid
cuts to Social Security and Medicare
and the Republican-inspired govern-
ment shutdown and near default.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-12T02:41:21-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




