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Mandela, I would like to close with
words he offered in this very Chamber
to a joint meeting of Congress in 1990:

To deny any person their human rights is
to challenge their very humanity. To impose
on them a wretched life of hunger and depri-
vation is to dehumanize them.

As we remember Nelson Mandela, let
us draw inspiration from his dedication
to the principles enshrined in the Uni-
versal Declaration, and let us rise to
the challenge of that document’s vision
to respect, protect, and promote the
human dignity of every person so that
we might achieve a more peaceful, just,
secure world.

———
A TRIBUTE TO PAT GRANT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HUuizENGA of Michigan). The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Oklahoma
(Mr. BRIDENSTINE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BRIDENSTINE. Mr. Speaker, Pat
Grant passed away on November 26,
2013.

Whether you called her ‘‘colonel,”
“attorney’ or ‘‘champ,” Pat Grant was
one of the most extraordinary women
you would ever hope to meet. She
dominated women’s golf in Oklahoma
during the 1930s and 1940s. In addition
to her golf prowess, Grant served her
country for 22 years in the United
States Army. After the Army, Grant
practiced law for 30 years.

It was said of Grant:

She was not only the perfect example of an
athlete; she was the type of American our
country needs to look up to.

People started noticing Grant when
she won the Oklahoma State High
School Golf Championship as a 13-year-
old freshman at Cushing High School.
She would win it three times before
graduating in 1938. Then it was on to
Oklahoma Baptist University in Shaw-
nee. There was no golf team at Okla-
homa Baptist University at the time,
but she was given a scholarship for
teaching golf to other students. She
graduated from OBU in 1942 and was
the first woman to be inducted into the
OBU Athletic Hall of Fame.

While at OBU and at the age of 18,
Grant won the Oklahoma Women’s
State Amateur Championship in 1939.
In 1940, at the Indian Hills Country
Club in Tulsa, Grant won the State
championship again. Her third straight
championship came at the Southern
Hills Country Club in Tulsa. During
that championship, she set a new
course record for women at Southern
Hills and won the championship match
9 and 8. She held the trophy for the
fourth straight year with a 7 and 6 win
in Shawnee. The legend was beginning
to take shape. Grant became known for
hitting long, booming drives, some as
long as 250 yards. It was rumored that
sometimes she even talked to her golf
ball.

There was no State championship in
1943, 1944 or 1945 because of World War
II; but when play resumed in 1946,
Grant won the State Amateur Cham-
pionship again. With that victory,
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Grant became the only person in Okla-
homa history to win the State cham-
pionship 5 years in a row. That record
still stands today.

When World War II broke out, Grant
put aside her ambition of becoming a
professional golfer so she could serve
her country. ‘It seemed like the right
thing to do,” she said. ‘“We were at
war, and I didn’t want to sit around
here and do nothing,”’ she said. Her ca-
reer in the Army was as illustrious as
her accomplishments on the golf
course.

Grant and her sister, Mary Margaret,
enlisted in the Army in 1942. Grant
went into the Women’s Army Corps,
and Mary enlisted in the Army Nurse
Corps. Grant was commissioned as a
lieutenant in April 1943. While in the
military, Grant held duty assignments
all over the globe, including assisting
the chief legal counsel during the Nur-
emberg Trials. Grant also served as the
personal escort to Eleanor Roosevelt
when the former First Lady toured
Germany in 1948.

Grant received 23 letters of com-
mendation while in the Army and won
golf tournaments all over the world.
“It was good publicity for the Army for
me to be playing in all these golf tour-
naments,” Grant said. ‘It was great for
me because the Army was paying my
way. That’s what you call a win-win,’”’
she added.

In 1965, after 22 years of Active Duty,
Grant retired from the Army with the
rank of lieutenant colonel. She was one
of only 60 women to attain such a rank
at that time. As if her life were not full
enough, Grant landed in San Antonio
to earn a law degree in 1966.

Just as she protected her country,
Grant fought for rights and justice
through her family law practice. Be-
cause of her service to others, Grant
was named Woman of the Year by the
Texas Federation of Business and Pro-
fessional Women’s Clubs in 1972. Re-
tirement came for good in 1995. Grant
moved to Cortez, Colorado. At the age
of 90, she was still active and full of
life. Grant flew an ultralight aircraft
every Saturday morning when weather
permitted.

“It has been a good trip,” Grant re-
cently said. ‘‘God has chosen a life of
adventure for me. I wouldn’t trade it.”

Grant loved God, and she loved her
neighbor, and she spent her life dedi-
cated to family, friends, and country.
She was inducted into the Women’s
Oklahoma Golf Hall of Fame in April
of 2010. She passed away on November
26, 2013, at the age of 90. She was a
great role model for all Americans.

————
FLUSHING REMONSTRANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. MENG) for 5 minutes.

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of my legislation, the Flush-
ing Remonstrance Study Act, H.R. 3222.

This bill directs the Secretary of the
Interior to conduct a special resource
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study of the Flushing Remonstrance
and significant local resources. The
Flushing Remonstrance is an impor-
tant part of my local history, and I
would like to take a few moments to
discuss its origins and influence on our
country.

The Quakers of the mid-17th century
were prohibited from practicing their
religious traditions in the New
Netherland, which included parts of
what is now New York State. In re-
sponse, a group of local activists wrote
the Remonstrance as a declaration
against religious persecution. Although
356 years old, its intent still shines
brightly in the ideals our Nation em-
braces today.

On December 27, 1657, 30 English citi-
zens stood against oppression and as-
serted the rights of Quakers and other
religious minorities to practice their
religion.

They wrote:

We desire ... not to judge lest we be
judged, neither to condemn lest we be con-
demned, but rather let every man stand or
fall to his own master.

This petition, known as the Flushing
Remonstrance, made a forceful argu-
ment against judging and condemning
others for what they believed. It was
met with great opposition from the
local government in what is known
today as Flushing, Queens.

One of the greatest and most out-
spoken proponents of religious freedom
at the time was an English immigrant
named John Bowne. At great risk to
himself, John invited the Quakers to
hold religious services in his own
home. He was arrested for doing so,
fined, and then banished to his home-
land of Holland for his crimes. While in
Holland, John Bowne appealed to the
influential Dutch West India Company
to return home. His pleas of justice
were accepted. Because of Bowne’s em-
pathy and strong convictions for reli-
gious freedom, the company demanded
that religious persecution end in the
colony.
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Bowne’s story of personal courage
should not be forgotten. Our Nation
was founded upon the ideals that foster
a tolerant society, the same ideals that
Bowne practiced every time he opened
his door to a Quaker seeking refuge
from persecution. Bowne’s home, which
served as a symbol of religious freedom
to so many, was converted into a mu-
seum in 1947 and listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1977.

It is important that we continue to
preserve and understand the historical
significance of the Remonstrance,
strengthening its ties to the Queens
community and beyond. To help
achieve this goal, I introduced the
Flushing Remonstrance Study Act,
which will help the Queens community
connect to its rich past in possibly new
and exciting ways. The Bowne House
could benefit from further Federal
study; and other associated locations,
such as the Quaker Meeting House,
should be considered for registry.
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The story of the Flushing Remon-
strance is not for New Yorkers alone.
It is a precursor to a fundamental right
to practice one’s religion. It is a value
in our First Amendment. I am proud to
represent a district that tended to the
early roots of religious freedom that
have now grown into an unquestionable
American right. I hope the Flushing
Remonstrance Study Act and the De-
cember 27 anniversary will help us all
remember the courage of John Bowne
and the passion for religious freedom
held by the authors of the Flushing Re-
monstrance.

——————

PROTECTING MINNESOTA RATE-
PAYERS FROM WASHINGTON IN-
ACTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. PAULSEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently, the D.C. Circuit Court ruled in
favor of America’s energy ratepayers.

For more than 30 years, the Depart-
ment of Energy has assessed a special
tax and a special assessment on my
constituents and the residents of 40
other States around the country who
receive their electricity from nuclear
power. Minnesotans have paid over $400
million alone. The stated reason for
this tax: to pay for the disposal of used
fuels generated from nuclear energy.
To date, the total amount collected is
more than $24 billion, but little of that
money has even been spent.

Since 1987, the law of the land re-
mains that Yucca Mountain is the site
for geological storage of nuclear spent
fuel. Unfortunately for ratepayers, par-
tisanship and bickering in Washington
have nearly halted the program from
moving forward. In classic Washington
fashion, even with all of this inaction,
the tax has continued to be assessed
and the moneys have continued to be
collected.

Fortunately, this court action will
bring an end to this, but just for now.
I have long been an advocate of stop-
ping these payments. The government
is not doing what it promised to do
with used fuel; yet millions of rate-
payers are still being forced to foot the
bill. Minnesotans and Americans
should not be taxed for a service that
the government is not providing.

Mr. Speaker, we should be expanding
the development of nuclear energy. It
is safe, it is clean, and it is renewable.
Storing these used fuels is a critical
piece of that effort, and we need a per-
manent solution, whether it is at
Yucca Mountain or somewhere else.

It is reasonable and fair that if the
administration is going to continue to
drag its feet on a permanent storage
site, as they have for several years
now, then ratepayers and taxpayers
should not be forced to fund inaction.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the court’s
decision to protect Minnesota rate-
payers and stopping these payments. In
addition, it is time to get serious about
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the future of nuclear energy and mov-
ing forward with safe and proper stor-
age facilities for the waste.

———————

THE DO-NOTHING REPUBLICAN
MAJORITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ToNKO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, well, here
we go again. Our to-do list continues to
pile up and Republican House leader-
ship of this legislative body—if we can
even use words like ‘‘leadership” and
‘“‘legislative” to describe the House
anymore—has officially cemented the
first session of the 113th Congress as
the ‘‘least productive of all time.”

We have not passed a budget, have
not passed a farm bill, have not fixed
the Voting Rights Act, or done any-
thing in our charge to make the peo-
ple’s voices heard in their Nation’s
Capital. In fact, if recent reports in the
D.C. newspapers are any indication,
House leadership seems to be more con-
cerned with planning fund-raisers in
New York City than getting anything
done here in Washington, D.C.

The leadership of the people’s House
has continued to govern by sound bites
and passing messaging bills that go no-
where—even shutting down the govern-
ment for more than 2 weeks in the
process, a painful exercise and expen-
sive exercise.

But we are about to call it a year and
skip town with so much left undone.
Our unemployment—or employment—
rate is at its lowest point in 5 years.
But imagine how much lower it would
be today if we would work together and
focus on jobs instead of attempting to
repeal the Affordable Care Act since
2011;

Rolling back sequestration and re-
placing it with a responsible budget
that cuts where we can and invests
where we must;

Passing comprehensive immigration
reform to expand the American Dream
to our friends and neighbors who want
so desperately to contribute to the
greatest country on the planet;

Updating the Voting Rights Act so
that everyone is able to fulfill their
basic human right and duty of going to
the polls;

Increasing the minimum wage to re-
store dignity to those who have been
forced to work two, and sometimes
three, jobs simply to put food on the
table;

Passing a farm bill—something that
needs to be done and used to be rou-
tine—and empowering our Nation’s
family farms to ensure that our na-
tional food supply remains secure and
remains plentiful;

Focusing on the clear and present
danger that climate change has
brought to the Midwest and to our
shores along the Gulf of Mexico and the
Atlantic coast.

I could go on and on, but I only have
5 minutes.

Tax reform, certainly commonsense
gun reform like expanding background
checks, and passing ENDA.
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The fact is that there are about 10 to
15 pieces of major legislation that
would improve our country and the
quality of life for Americans of every
race, orientation, political party, and
socioeconomic status. But they are not
being pushed by this House.

Almost all of these bills, if given a
simple up-or-down vote, would pass
with a bipartisan majority; but House
leadership continues to act in the in-
terest of a few extremists in their own
party instead of doing what is right for
our American people.

I, like many of my Democratic col-
leagues, have signed onto a resolution
introduced by my good friend LOUISE
SLAUGHTER, which would prevent Con-
gress from adjourning unless the House
agrees to a budget by December 13.

I urge my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to support this resolution so
that we stay in town until we perform
at least one of our basic duties before
leaving for the holidays. The American
people deserve so much more than
what we have given them in the past
year.

It is my hope that when we gavel in
next year, we will do so with a renewed
willingness to work together and focus
on the top priority for Americans,
which is, indeed, putting people back
to work. The American public expects
and deserves nothing less.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 22
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CHAFFETZ) at 2 p.m.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God of the Universe, we
give You thanks for giving us another
day.

We join the world this day to ask
Your blessing upon all worldwide who
mourn the death of Nelson Mandela.

One of the great figures of human
history, and most certainly of our own
era, Madiba joined a small fellowship
of heroic people whose commitment,
ultimately, to nonviolence and rec-
onciliation changed our world.

As today marks the 20th anniversary
of the Office of United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, we
ask that You give all who inhabit the
Earth the will to intensify our efforts
to fulfill our collective responsibility
to promote and protect the rights and
dignity of all people everywhere and
the wisdom to know how best to do so.
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