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OBAMACARE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to address
what has really been going on behind
the scenes in the Affordable Care Act.
You see, if millions of people didn’t
lose their coverage, the architects of
the law knew the exchanges would be
full just of sick and elderly, without
healthier populations subsidizing those
plans.

No matter which way you spin it, the
President’s broken promises—this one,
in particular—should concern us all.
We were promised we could keep our
policies, coverage, and doctors; yet
these choices are now being denied for
millions of Americans.

Many of us are not surprised. For the
fact of the matter is that the Afford-
able Care Act is not about consumer
choice. It is about governmental con-
trol, control over our lives, control
over our decisionmaking. This is social
engineering at its worst.

The lackluster performance of a Web
site will disappear over time. Unfortu-
nately, the insurance cancelations and
cost increases are going to continue re-
gardless of an executive order or an-
other ‘“‘promise’ from the White House.
The American people deserve better,
Mr. Speaker; and they surely can’t af-
ford more broken promises.

———

TRIBUTE TO GERARDO 1. HER-
NANDEZ OF PORTER RANCH,
CALIFORNIA

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
today there was a memorial in Wash-
ington in honor of a great public serv-
ant, Gerardo I. Hernandez, the first
transportation security officer to be
killed in the line of duty. It is with
great sorrow that I offer my deepest
sympathy to his family and pay tribute
to him. He died on Friday, November 1,
2013, in Los Angeles of gunshot wounds
received from an assailant while he was
doing his duty as a transportation se-
curity officer. He was the first one to
be killed in the line of duty.

He was born in El Salvador and be-
came an American citizen. He met Ana,
the love of his life, who he married in
1998, and they have two wonderful chil-
dren.

In 2010, he joined the Transportation
Security Administration. Everyone in-
dicated what a great public servant he
was. He was always excited to go to
work and enjoyed the interaction with
the passengers at LAX. He was a joyful
person, always smiling, took pride in
his duty for the American public and
for the TSA mission.

As a senior member of the Homeland
Security Committee, I offer my deepest
sympathy and ask for a l-minute ac-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

knowledgement of this great and fine
public servant. May he rest in peace.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great sorrow but also
great admiration that | rise to pay tribute to
Gerardo |I. Hernandez of Porter Ranch, Cali-
fornia.

Mr. Hernandez died on Friday, November 1,
2013, in Los Angeles of gunshot wounds re-
ceived from an assailant while he was doing
his duty as a Transportation Security Officer at
the Los Angeles International Airport.

He was the first TSA officer killed in the line
of duty in the 12 year history of the agency.
He was only 39 years old.

Gerardo Hernandez was born in El Salvador
in 1973 and at the age of 15 immigrated to the
United States to escape the civil unrest of that
war-torn country in 1988.

Four years later, Gerardo met Ana, the love
of his life, whom he married in 1998. To-
gether, Gerardo and Ana were the loving par-
ents of two wonderful children, Louis and
Stephanie.

Mr. Speaker, in 2010, Gerardo Hernandez
joined the Transportation Security Administra-
tion, an agency created from the ash and rub-
ble and heartbreak of the terrorist attack of
September 11. He did so because he loved
his adopted country and wanted to do what he
could to help keep her safe. According to his
wife Ana:

[Gerardo] was always excited to go to work
and enjoyed the interactions with the pas-
sengers at LAX. He was a joyful person, al-
ways smiling. He took pride in his duty for
the American public and for the TSA mis-
sion.

Mr. Speaker, as a senior member of the
Homeland Security Committee and former
chair of its Transportation Security Sub-
committee, | can tell you that Gerardo Her-
nandez was a good man and reflected TSA at
its best.

He will be greatly missed by his family and
friends and colleagues and by countless mem-
bers of the flying public who will remember
how he also greeted them with a smile and
treated them with respect.

Gerardo Hernandez was a special person
but happily for our country he is not unique.

Every day thousands of TSA employees
carry out their mission of keeping the airways
safe for the flying public. The importance of
TSA in safeguarding transportation throughout
the nation cannot be understated.

On average, TSA officers screen 1.7 million
air passengers at more than 450 airports
across the nation, which in 2012 amounted to
637,582,122 passengers.

TSA provides security for the nation’s air-
ports, maintains a security force to screen all
commercial airline passengers and baggage,
and works with the transportation, law enforce-
ment and intelligence communities to ensure
the security of the air transit industry.

Mr. Speaker, sometimes we tend to forget
just how horrible was that September 11 day
twelve years ago. That day changed forever
the way we gain access to commercial air-
planes.

From that day on Americans understood
that a little temporary inconvenience in ex-
change for the more permanent security of a
safe and uneventful flight was a small price to
pay.

It is people like Gerardo Hernandez who do
their best to make the necessary screening as
unintrusive and unburdensome as possible
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consistent with the mission of ensuring the se-
curity of all members of the flying public.

And they are willing to risk their lives to en-
sure the job gets done.

We owe the men and women of the TSA a
debt of gratitude. They have earned our re-
spect and appreciation and our support. Their
hearts ache over the loss of their friend and
colleague.

But they recognize and understand that the
best way to honor the memory of the great
Gerardo Hernandez is to continue doing what
he always did: treat everyone with respect,
greet them with a smile, and discharge their
duties so that all passengers screened board
their flights secure in the knowledge that every
precaution has been taken to ensure that they
reach their destination and return safely home
to the families and friends who know them
best and love them most.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House to observe a
moment of silence in honor of Gerardo I.
Castillo, the first Transportation Security Offi-
cer to lose his life in the line of duty.

——————

ARE THE PEOPLE THE ENEMY OF
THE STATE?

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, from
Bubba in southeast Texas to the Pope,
no one is off limits to the surveillance
of the National Spy Agency, NSA.
Americans are fighting the Soviet-
style surveillance by filing thousands
of open records requests on the NSA.
Citizens want to know if the ‘‘snoop
and spy”’ agency has monitored their
emails, phones, computers, and loca-
tion devices. Rather than trans-
parency, the citizens have received just
a form letter with no answer to their
questions, all because it is a spy secret.

Citizen Joel writes, ‘I should have
the right to know if I am under surveil-
lance.”

Courts should put a stop to the NSA
Soviet-style surveillance and grant in-
junctions and open records requests.

The NSA is addicted to spying and
snooping. It has no authority under the
PATRIOT Act nor the Constitution to
impose domestic dragnet surveillance
on citizens. This is a clear violation of
the Fourth Amendment.

NSA acts like the people are the
enemy of the state. However, this NSA
activity is the enemy of personal pri-
vacy in the United States.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

SAFE CLIMATE CAUCUS

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, in the past
week, we have seen yet another dev-
astating storm claim the lives and
communities of thousands of people in
the Philippines as well as a string of
tornadoes that cut through 12 States,
from New York to Tennessee. These
powerful storms last for a matter of
days, while recovery from their de-
struction takes years.
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Hurricane Irene began as a tropical
storm on August 20, 2011. By the time
it completed its path on August 29, it
had wreaked havoc from Puerto Rico
to New England, becoming the seventh
most costly hurricane in our Nation’s
history, while taking 56 lives. The
storm lasted a mere 10 days, no more
than 36 hours in any one spot; but in
my district and other affected areas,
people are still recovering more than 2
years later. Infrastructure still needs
to be repaired or replaced or improved
upon. Businesses have not fully recov-
ered, and many families are still strug-
gling to rebuild their homes and their
lives.

The costs continue to mount. We
have denied our responsibility to deal
with climate change for far too long.
The time to act is now.

——
0 1915

PROTECTING AMERICAN
INNOVATION AND JOBS

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my strong concern
about the increasingly discriminatory
trade and investment environment in
India.

The United States and India share a
very important trade and security rela-
tionship. But our trading relationship
is being threatened by an alarming
array of discriminatory and inter-
nationally inconsistent actions and de-
cisions recently. This is particularly
the case in the area of intellectual
property.

Intellectual property is the engine
that drives the U.S. economy. The at-
tacks on our IP not only harm U.S. job
creation and competitiveness, but also
chip away at the overall global IP
framework that is essential to the in-
novation of new medicines. Since 2012,
India has inappropriately revoked or
denied patents on at least 14 lifesaving
and life-enhancing drugs. These deci-
sions harm the R&D system, hurting
patients and their families who rely on
the development of new cures and
treatments.

That is why earlier this year Rep-
resentative JOHN LARSON and myself
were joined by 170 other Members of
this body in urging the administration
to raise these issues at the highest
level of discussions with the Indian
government. It is critical that we send
a strong message to our trading part-
ners that we will not sit idly by while
India blatantly undermines intellec-
tual property rights and discriminates
against our businesses.

FIGHTING FOR THE MIDDLE
CLASS
(Mr. PERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I was vis-
ited today in my district office by an
individual who is one of my constitu-
ents—and one of my bosses—who told
me about his disappointment with me
and our government here in Wash-
ington and our inability to positively
affect his life.

He told me a story about how he and
his wife lost their health care policy.
What is worse, he told me about his di-
agnosis of cancer, which has wracked
his body and is spreading throughout
his organs. He told me how he felt
Washington didn’t care at all about
him and how he had been lied to. He
wanted someone to fight for him and
the other people in the middle class.

I just wanted to come to the floor
today, Mr. Speaker, and echo that ac-
count so that he knows that someone is
here fighting for him. I dedicate myself
to fighting on his behalf and for the
other millions of Americans just like
him.

———

A PROMISE MADE IS A PROMISE
KEPT

(Mr. COLLINS of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, where I come from in northeast
Georgia, a promise made is a promise
kept.

This is my constituent, Theresa,
from Commerce, Georgia. She wasn’t
initially opposed to ObamaCare. For 12
years, Theresa has been paying on a
plan that provides no deductible and
reasonable copays. As a b4-year-old on
a fixed income, this plan has worked
well for her. A few weeks ago, she
found out that her plan will be termi-
nated at the end of this month. Alter-
native coverage will cost her at least
$5,000 more a year and will not provide
as many benefits as her current plan.
Theresa says many of her family and
friends will have their health insurance
premiums double, thanks to an
unaffordable Affordable Care Act.

House Republicans don’t just talk
about giving Americans the oppor-
tunity to keep their insurance cov-
erage if they want to, but we have
wanted that all along. We are listening
to the American people, even if the
President won’t.

———

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS:
HUNGER IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CRAMER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the
gentleman from Nevada (Mr.
HORSFORD) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials into the
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RECORD on the subject of this Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nevada?

There was no objection.

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, this
evening, we come to this Special Order
to bring attention to the issue of hun-
ger in America.

In just a little more than over a
week, many of us will spend time
around our tables celebrating Thanks-
giving dinner. And as we give thanks
for the incredible benefits that we
enjoy, there are many Americans who
will go without. They will go without a
nutritious meal. They will go without
meals in the classrooms or after
school. Many of our veterans will go
without meals as well.

And so tonight, the Congressional
Black Caucus uses its hour in this Spe-
cial Order to bring attention to these
important issues, particularly at this
time in the debate about our budget.

BEarlier this month, on November 1,
the 2009 Recovery Act’s temporary in-
crease in funding for the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program, or
SNAP, expired, resulting in an addi-
tional benefit cut to all households.
According to the Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities, this is approximately
a $25-per-month or $300-a-year cut to
nutritional benefit programs for a fam-
ily of four. SNAP benefits will now av-
erage less than $1.40 per person per
meal in 2014, down from $1.50 pre-
viously.

Bringing attention to these issues is
critical, particularly, as I said, when
we are entering negotiation on the
farm bill as well as negotiation on the
budget. So tonight you will hear from
members of the Congressional Black
Caucus who see these issues as prior-
ities in these negotiations.

I would like to extend time now to
the chair of the Congressional Black
Caucus, a lady who serves on the Agri-
culture Committee and who has been a
champion for the issues of SNAP as
well as other food assistance programs
in the farm bill. I yield to the gentle-
lady from Ohio, Representative FUDGE.

Ms. FUDGE. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

I would like to thank my colleagues,
Congressmen HORSFORD and JEFFRIES,
for continuing to lead the Special
Order and for tonight leading on a Spe-
cial Order hour that addresses another
important topic, and that is hunger in
America.

In 10 days, Americans will come to-
gether with family and friends to cele-
brate Thanksgiving, but for many fam-
ilies around the country, their Thanks-
giving tables will be sparse and some
even bear. As one of the wealthiest
countries in the world, it is shameful
that this Nation has not and will not
address the issue of hunger.

As ranking member on the House Ag-
riculture Subcommittee that oversees
our country’s nutrition programs, I am
working hard to end hunger in Amer-
ica.
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