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and gives Americans a standard deduc-
tion for health insurance costs; four,
protects Americans with preexisting
conditions by bolstering State-based
high-risk pools.

Mr. Speaker, health care decisions
should be made by doctors and pa-
tients, not Washington bureaucrats.
Quite frankly, Big Brother bureaucrats
have no business butting in and forcing
Americans to buy health insurance
Americans cannot afford or do not
want.

ObamacCare denies hardworking
American taxpayers their right—yes,
their right—to choose the health care
policy best tailored to their needs. Mr.
Speaker, ObamaCare should be re-
pealed, and America should debate
health care solutions based on truth,
not deception.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-

gaging in personalities toward the
President.
———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOLF) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving and gracious God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

Help us this day to draw closer to
You, so that with Your Spirit, and
aware of Your presence among us, we
may all face the tasks of this day.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House. Help them to think clearly,
speak confidently, and act coura-
geously in the belief that all noble
service is based upon patience, truth,
and love.

May they be great enough to be hum-
ble and good enough to keep their
faith, always regarding public office as
a sacred trust. Give them the courage
and the wisdom to fail not their fellow
citizens nor You.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from the Northern Mariana
Islands (Mr. SABLAN) come forward and
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Mr. SABLAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

DELAYING A BROKEN PROMISE
ISN'T AN HONEST SOLUTION

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the panic
and frustration felt by millions of
American families is real. They all
heard the promise:

If you like the health care you have, you
can keep it.

And they believed it.

But families in my district are expe-
riencing something different: canceled
plans, premium hikes, and uncertainty.

Mark from Advance, North Carolina,
tells me:

Both my wife and I are over 60, retired, and
self-insured. We received letters notifying us
that our health insurance policies are being
canceled. The replacement policies cost more
than twice as much. If we accept the poli-
cies, we will be paying $798.20 per month for
msurance.

Same goes for John from Advance.
He writes:

My wife has had her premiums increase
from $200 to $600. We have had this plan for
6 years and thought we could keep our insur-
ance.

Mark and John were given a promise
by President Obama. Telling them to
wait 1 year before the promise is bro-
ken for good isn’t an honest solution.

————
CONGRATULATING PACIFICA IN-
SURANCE UNDERWRITERS ON

ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, 40 years
ago, Jose C. Tenorio, a visionary busi-
nessman of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, founded Pacifica Insurance Un-
derwriters.

1973 was an exciting time in our is-
lands. The Covenant was being nego-
tiated. Hotels, tourists, and investors
were starting to appear. Yet we were
still in our economic infancy. Insur-
ance was hard to obtain. Many did not
appreciate the value of insurance. It
took commitment and courage for the
late Mr. Tenorio and his partners to in-
vest in Pacifica.

Over 40 years, the business flour-
ished, and Pacifica has lived up to the
great responsibility of every insurer:
when the need arises, they have been
there for their customers. Pacifica has
also set an example of corporate re-

November 18, 2013

sponsibility with contributions to wor-
thy causes and with the volunteer ac-
tivities of its employees throughout
our community.

We feel proud to witness a home-
grown company do well. So join me in
congratulating the owners and employ-
ees of Pacifica Insurance Underwriters
on their 40th anniversary.

———

WHO SHOULD BE FIRED FOR THIS
HEALTH CARE MESS?

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, last
week, I asked the question: What does
it take for someone to get fired by this
administration? We were faced with
the serial incompetence of the rollout
of the healthcare.gov Web site. Then,
late last week, someone was fired—not
for incompetence, but for daring to
criticize the administration.

District of Columbia Insurance Com-
missioner William White criticized the
President’s rule on allowing people to
keep their insurance. The next day,
Commissioner White was fired for
being public in his criticism of the ad-
ministration.

If the President is so eager to see
people lose their jobs over problems
with his health insurance takeover, I
have got some suggestions on where he
could start.

What about the Director of the Cen-
ter for Consumer Information and In-
surance Oversight? This was the indi-
vidual who was supposed to oversee the
building of the Web site, who in fact
misled congressional committees not
once, not twice, but three times over
the past year.

What about the Chief Information Of-
ficer of the Center for Medicare and
Medicaid Services?

Mr. President, what about the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services?

Instead of people losing their jobs for
simply disagreeing with the President,
we should be holding those people re-
sponsible whose overwhelming incom-
petence has caused these problems in
the first place.

———
MAKING PROGRESS EVERY DAY

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker,
Republicans just can’t take ‘“‘yes” for
an answer.

The President addressed the unin-
tended consequences caused more by
insurance companies than the Afford-
able Care Act, a law that has benefited
millions of people all across our coun-
try in Republican and Democratic dis-
tricts.

No one is happy about the problems
with the Web site, but I have been on
some other Web sites recently that
have been around a lot longer and run
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into glitches that did not allow me to
complete an activity either. Jeff Zients
and CMS are reporting progress every
day; and even though they expect to
have it substantially fixed by the end
of the month, anyone who knows about
technology or wants to be honest about
what we are going through will know
that the work of improving that Web
site will be pretty much a constant
process.

Democrats worked to implement
laws passed by Republicans that fell
short of what we felt was needed. They
need to stop all the repeals that they
know are going nowhere and focus on
jobs, the economy, and legislation that
they have let languish that would
speed up our sluggish economy. They
and their cohorts need to stop urging
young people and others not to sign up
for health insurance, as is being re-
ported.

The American people need to have
the security of access to reliable, af-
fordable health care. The Affordable
Care Act begins to give that to us.
They want the benefits of the ACA and
for us to work together to uphold the
laws of the land—not just some, but all
of them.

——————

AMERICAN PEOPLE DESERVE TO
KEEP THEIR HEALTH CARE PLANS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the President has broken his
promises to the American people. Be-
cause of the administration’s strained
interpretation of health care plans
under ObamaCare, millions of families
continue to receive policy cancelation
notifications, destroying jobs.

Last week, the President made an-
other unrealistic promise when he of-
fered to provide a quick fix to this
problem. At the same time, he threat-
ened to veto the Keep Your Health
Plan Act, bipartisan legislation that
passed the House last week that allows
him to legislatively follow through
with his pledge.

Common sense tells us the President
is putting politics over policy when it
comes to implementing his signature
health care takeover. His administra-
tion is out of touch with the struggles
American families are experiencing as
a result of this destruction and intru-
sion of our health care system. The
best way for American families to ex-
perience relief from this law is for the
President to work with House Repub-
licans to repeal and replace it with sen-
sible solutions.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

I appreciate the dedicated personnel
of the U.S. Naval Hospital of Naples,
Italy.

———

NUMBERS TO KNOW

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, thanks to
the Affordable Care Act:

Nearly 13 million Americans have
benefited from $1.1 billion in rebates
from health insurance companies;

105 million Americans have received
access to free preventive services;

Nearly 30 million women are receiv-
ing free preventive services;

Up to 17 million children with pre-
existing health conditions are no
longer denied coverage by insurers;

6.6 million young adults up to age 26
have taken advantage of the law to ob-
tain health insurance through their
parents’ plans;

More than 100 million Americans no
longer have a lifetime limit on their
insurance coverage;

More than 7.1 million seniors in the
doughnut hole have already saved $8.3
billion on prescription drugs; and

More than 4.4 million seniors have
free annual wellness visits under Medi-
care.

Mr. Speaker, rather than working to
make the Affordable Care Act success-
ful, Republicans are telling Americans
they want to return to the days when
insurance companies could tell those
with preexisting conditions, Sorry, you
don’t deserve and cannot purchase
health insurance.

Forty-six times, Republicans have
told Americans that if they reach their
lifetime limits, that is just too bad.
Forty-six times, they have said they
want to keep the Medicare part D
doughnut hole and keep medication
unaffordable for seniors, and that is
the way it is going to be.

Mr. Speaker, Americans deserve ac-
cess to affordable, quality health care.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 13 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MESSER) at 5 p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.
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DIGITAL ACCOUNTABILITY AND
TRANSPARENCY ACT OF 2013

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2061) to expand the Federal Fund-
ing Accountability and Transparency
Act of 2006 to increase accountability
and transparency in Federal spending,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2061

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ¢‘‘Digital Accountability and Trans-
parency Act of 2013”’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Purposes.

Sec. 3. Amendments to the Federal Funding
Accountability and Trans-
parency Act of 2006.

Pilot program to evaluate consoli-
dated recipient reporting.
Classified and protected information.
American Recovery and Reinvest-

ment Act of 2009 amendments.

Disaster Relief Appropriations Act of
2013 amendments.

Executive agency accounting and
other financial management re-
ports and plans.

Sec. 9. Limits and transparency for con-

ference and travel spending.

SEC. 2. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this Act are to—

(1) expand the Federal Funding Account-
ability and Transparency Act of 2006 by dis-
closing direct Federal agency expenditures
and linking Federal contract, loan, and
grant spending information to programs of
Federal agencies in order to enable tax-
payers and policy makers to track Federal
spending more effectively;

(2) provide consistent, reliable, and search-
able Government-wide spending data that is
displayed accurately for taxpayers and pol-
icy makers on USASpending.gov;

(3) analyze Federal spending data to
proactively prevent waste, fraud, abuse, and
improper payments;

(4) simplify reporting for entities receiving
Federal funds by streamlining reporting re-
quirements and reducing compliance costs
while improving transparency; and

(5) improve the quality of data submitted
to USASpending.gov by holding Federal
agencies accountable for the completeness
and accuracy of the data submitted.

SEC. 3. AMENDMENTS TO THE FEDERAL FUND-

ING ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANS-
PARENCY ACT OF 2006.

Section 2 of the Federal Funding Account-
ability and Transparency Act of 2006 (31
U.S.C. 6101 note) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking
“FULL DISCLOSURE OF ENTITIES RECEIV-
ING FEDERAL FUNDING” and inserting
“DISCLOSURE OF FEDERAL FUNDING’;

(2) in subsection (a)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3)
as paragraphs (3) and (7), respectively;

(B) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (2):

‘“(2) FEDERAL AGENCY.—The term ‘Federal
agency’ has the meaning given the term ‘Ex-
ecutive agency’ under section 105 of title 5,
United States Code.”’;

(C) by inserting after paragraph (3), as re-
designated by subparagraph (A), the fol-
lowing new paragraphs:

Sec. 4.

Sec. 5.
Sec. 6.

Sec. T.

Sec. 8.
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