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SUPPORTING THE AFFORDABLE
CARE ACT

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my strong support for the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act. In
the past, no group has been more nega-
tively impacted by rising health care
costs than seniors.

Because of the Affordable Care Act,
some of the financial burdens have
been alleviated. The Affordable Care
Act has already helped to close the
Medicare part D doughnut hole by sav-
ing 6.6 million seniors more than $7 bil-
lion on prescription drugs. It also pro-
vides a free annual wellness visit and
coverage for key preventive services
that many seniors avoid because of
high cost.

As for waste and fraud in Medicare,
the Affordable Care Act strengthens
the system and gives more effective
tools to identify and remove the unnec-
essary costs.

The Affordable Care Act not only
provides essential quality care; it does
so while lowering costs for our aging
population. I am proud to stand with
my colleagues and the President to
support the Affordable Care Act.

——————

TRAIN WRECK OF PRESIDENT’S
HEALTH CARE PLAN CONTINUES

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, the train
wreck of the President’s health care
plan continues. The President promised
that ‘‘if you like your plan, you can
keep it,” period. But millions of Amer-
icans are getting cancelation letters
this month.

Mia from Taneytown in Carroll Coun-
ty wrote my office saying:

I recently became aware that my insurance
will terminate the plan I currently partici-
pate in. I was told to find another insurance
plan that fits my budget and needs. The
problem is none of the insurance carriers can
compare to the quality and cost of my cur-
rent insurance. However, I am being told
that I am being forced by law to pick a new
plan, or else I will be penalized by the U.S.
Government. I have never been more dis-
gusted with my government than I am now.
My husband and I work very hard for the
money we have. We have a daughter who is
8 months old, but my premium costs to cover
myself and her will almost triple. How is this
affordable? It is hard enough to pay a mort-
gage, gas, and day-to-day living.

Mr. Speaker, the President misled
the American people. Mia lost her plan,
and her insurance costs tripled. Ameri-
cans deserve better.

———

RECOGNIZING VALIANT SERVICE
OF WORLD WAR II MERCHANT
MARINERS

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to celebrate the passage of H.R.
2189, a bipartisan bill that will finally
recognize the valiant service of Mer-
chant Mariners that operated domesti-
cally during World War II.

It has been my honor for the past
three Congresses to introduce legisla-
tion that would recognize these brave
Americans and correct an injustice
that has remained for over 70 years.

I would like to congratulate a won-
derful North Carolinian, Mr. Don Hor-
ton, who has been the driving force be-
hind my legislative effort for the past
three Congresses. Tragically, Don’s
commitment to this legislation was
due to the loss of his brother, William
Lee Horton, Jr., on 31 March 1942 as a
result of a German U-boat attack on
his tugboat off the coast of Virginia.

Many of the Horton family served on
these tugboats and barges during World
War II in support of the war. Don Hor-
ton has become the foremost expert on
this forgotten segment of World War II
and has worked tirelessly to see mari-
ners like his brother gain the recogni-
tion as veterans that they rightly de-
serve and earned through service to
their country.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, after 70 long
years, these mariners have a chance to
receive the recognition they deserve
for their service to our country. I im-
plore my colleagues in the Senate to
consider this legislation as quickly as
possible and support its passage.

————
LET’S WORK TOGETHER

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people are looking for results from
Washington, D.C. Even though we have
a divided government, I still believe we
can and must work together to solve
the many challenges facing our great
Nation.

More than anything, we must work
together in the coming months to help
put more Americans back to work and
kick-start our sluggish economy. We
can work together to reform our Tax
Code and make it simpler and easier to
understand and comply with. We can
work together to build a national en-
ergy policy that safely utilizes all of
America’s resources, putting people to
work and keeping energy costs down.

We can work together to support edu-
cation, research, infrastructure, immi-
gration reform. Yes, and even pass a
farm bill.

We can work together to reform im-
portant programs like Medicare and
Social Security so we can preserve and
protect them for the future generations
while balancing our budget and con-
trolling spending.

Today, our economy may be stag-
nant, but our optimism and determina-
tion have never been greater. Let’s
work together to renew the prosperity
and opportunity for all Americans in
our great Nation.
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, October is
Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
Unconscionably, domestic violence has
reached pandemic proportions, affect-
ing one out of every three women in
the United States.

As an emergency medicine doctor, I
have witnessed firsthand the dev-
astating effects of domestic violence. I
have treated the beaten and bruised
bodies of countless women who were
victims of domestic violence, and I
have been inspired by their unbroken
spirits.

I am proud of the work that many
are doing to prevent domestic violence
and keep women safe throughout my
district and our country, like Shelter
from the Storm in the Coachella Val-
ley.

Domestic violence is a leading threat
for women. On average, four women are
murdered by their intimate partner
every day in the United States. A
woman is battered in the U.S. every 15
seconds. That equals 240 domestic vio-
lence episodes in one hour.

No woman should ever suffer domes-
tic violence, and those who are victim-
ized should know that they have access
to the care and services they need to
seek justice. We must continue to work
together to take steps to prevent do-
mestic violence, stand up for those who
are victims, and hold perpetrators ac-
countable to the full extent of the law.

To my patients in my district and
women victims across the country,
please, never give up.

——
0O 1245

KEEPING OUR COMMITMENT TO
OUR VETERANS

(Mr. MEADOWS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today having come from a hearing in
which we heard about some of the
issues with Veterans Affairs, such as
$762,000 spent on a conference while our
veterans had to wait for their dis-
ability claims to be processed.

In my home State of North Carolina,
the delay is unacceptable, Mr. Speaker.
We are having families that are having
to wait almost 2 years to have their
claims processed. This is unacceptable.
If it were just an extravagant con-
ference, we could overlook it, yet a
senior official in an email says, ‘“Well,
bottom line, you don’t have to worry
about a thing.”

Mr. Speaker, it has come to the time
where we can tell our veterans they
don’t have to worry about a single
thing, where their claims are proc-
essed, and where we truly keep our
commitment to our veterans.
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VETERANS EDUCATION
COUNSELING ACT

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, more than 2.5
million Americans have served our
country in Iraq and Afghanistan. They
placed themselves in harm’s way so we
could live safely at home.

The benefits veterans receive for
their service hardly repays them for
the sacrifices that they have made.
Nonetheless, they need the help. This
is why we must ensure veterans can ac-
cess every benefit they have earned,
benefits like educational counseling.

While the VA does a great job pro-
viding vocational rehab, many veterans
aren’t aware of the educational coun-
seling they are entitled to as part of
their GI benefits. That is why I am in-
troducing the Veterans Education
Counseling Act. It directs the VA to
differentiate between these two bene-
fits and makes the application process
available online. This helps every vet-
eran make the right choice for their
lives and their future.

I encourage all of my colleagues to
join me in passing this bill.

OBAMACARE

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, much
attention has been focused recently on
the flawed rollout of ObamaCare.
Sadly, a potential bigger problem has
now emerged.

Once consumers battle their way
through the glitchy Web site, much of
the highly sensitive personal informa-
tion sent to the insurers is wrong. Ac-
cording to The Washington Post and
Wall Street Journal, the ObamaCare
Web site is sending garbled data to in-
surers, claiming, for example, that
some enrollees have three spouses or
that someone has signed up for three
separate insurance plans or has en-
rolled and then unenrolled and then re-
enrolled multiple times in one day. In
short, you could fight your way
through the Web site, fill out all the
forms correctly, and end up with the
wrong insurance, the wrong subsidy,
and the wrong coverage.

Now is the time to end this madness.
The individual mandate must be de-
layed by a year, and President Obama
and Senator REID must be willing to sit
down with Republicans and discuss real
reforms to what is quickly becoming a
national disaster.

———

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT
ENROLLMENT

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I stand
here first to salute those who advocate

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

against domestic violence and those
who advocate for more stroke aware-
ness—health care issues.

I also stand here not only as a Mem-
ber of Congress, but as a person who
has navigated the online health care
insurance marketplace system, so let
me note some facts.

Yes, there have been problems. Un-
fortunately, the Web site was not pre-
pared to handle the huge volume of in-
terest, but President Obama has made
it clear that the delays on the Web site
are unacceptable and they will be
fixed.

Since the marketplace has opened,
healthcare.gov has had over 20 million
unique visitors. And while the site is
being improved, consumers should keep
in mind what we haven’t heard from
my colleagues, that there are four
ways they can apply for coverage: by
phone, online, by mail with a paper ap-
plication, or with the help of an in-per-
son assistant.

I say to you, let us not forget the
point that millions of Americans are
now able to choose an insurance plan
that will make the most sense for them
and for their family.

POLICE SHOOTINGS IN NEW
MEXICO

(Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM
of New Mexico asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor and thank the brave men and
women in law enforcement who risk
their lives every day to keep us safe.

In the past week alone, seven law en-
forcement officials in New Mexico have
been shot and wounded. It is a pattern
of senseless violence that has become
all too familiar in this Nation.

On Saturday, in Albuquerque, a man
armed with an assault rifle and a bul-
letproof vest ambushed officers, stole a
police cruiser, and led them on a dan-
gerous chase. Three Albuquerque police
officers and a Bernalillo County sher-
iff’s deputy were shot. Thankfully,
they are all expected to make a full re-
covery.

But from that terrifying situation,
stories of immense heroism and cour-
age emerged. Officers sprang into ac-
tion to resolve the situation quickly,
prevent more harm, and help their
brothers and sisters who had been shot;
firefighters from a nearby station ran
into danger to help the injured; and
New Mexicans have stepped up to do-
nate thousands of dollars to help the
officers and their families during this
difficult time.

To the first responders in New Mex-
ico and all over the Nation, from the
bottom of our hearts, thank you.

————

LET’S GET TOGETHER

(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, we
have a couple of things going on today.

Number one, the House will be dis-
charged at the end of the day to go
back to a district work period, and we
know what we are going to hear at
home. What we are going to hear is:
Why can’t you people do your jobs?
Why can’t you get together and come
together and come up with a budget so
that American businesspeople can plan,
so that Americans can decide what to
do with their futures, instead of doing
what has been happening for years on
end, these continuing resolutions and
things like the sequester? The seques-
ter alone is going to cost 1 million jobs
next year in this country if we don’t
replace it.

The other thing that is going on
today is the opening of the work of the
conference committee on the budget.
Twenty-nine Senators and Representa-
tives from this House are getting to-
gether and trying to do just that—
come up with a budget, come up with
something sensible, and forge the com-
promises that Americans expect us to
reach.

I say, let us speed them on their
work. Good luck to them. Let’s hope
they come up with something Ameri-
cans can appreciate.

———
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
PROFESSIONAL IMPROVEMENT
ACT

(Ms. MENG asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to strongly urge my colleagues’ sup-
port for the Early Childhood Education
Professional Improvement Act, H.R.
3357, which I introduced earlier this
week with Congressman JARED POLIS.
Our bill would establish a framework of
incentives and standards for the much-
needed education and development of
pre-K teachers.

Equality of opportunity cannot be
achieved without ensuring that all
American children have access to high-
quality pre-K. By the age of 2, affluent
children already know 30 percent more
words than low-income children. These
disparities are then exacerbated when
affluent children attend high-quality
pre-Ks and poorer ones don’t even at-
tend pre-K at all.

Senior military leaders, budget
wonks, economists, and education ad-
vocates all agree that pre-K reform is
essential and necessary for a strong
and prosperous America. Furthermore,
it is the most cost-effective investment
in education we can make.

Let’s do this now, and let’s do this
right. Let’s work together for high-
quality pre-K for our children.

——

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
HOUSE DEMOCRACY PARTNERSHIP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 4(b) of
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