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George’s life has been dedicated to
woodcarving. This interest began at a
young age and developed into a lifelong
pursuit. His artwork displays a passion
for nature, particularly the wildlife of
Mississippi.

George has not only been committed
to his art, but also to sharing his gifts
through teaching. He has become an
important fixture within the local art
community in Mississippi, and he has
been recognized both within this com-
munity and outside of it with several
distinguished awards. Through his pas-
sion for art and education, George
Berry, Sr. has made a tremendous im-
pact on many Mississippians and oth-
ers throughout this country.

George was born in Vinita, OKkla-
homa; and at the age of 6, George was
taught woodcarving by his father. He
moved to Mississippi in 1972 to teach
industrial arts at the Piney Woods
School, a historically African Amer-
ican boarding school located in Rankin
County, Mississippi. A year later, he
became a charter member of the
Craftsmen’s Guild of Mississippi, a pro-
gram created to promote folk art with-
in the State.

After retiring from Piney Woods in
1984, George Berry has dedicated a ma-
jority of his time to woodcarving. Even
so, he continues to spend a great deal
of his time teaching others. George
teaches weekly classes for the Mis-
sissippi Craftsmen’s Guild and fre-
quently instructs students at the Alli-
son Wells School of Arts and Crafts in
Canton, Mississippi. Additionally, he
has taught at the John C. Campbell
Folk School in Brasstown, North Caro-
lina.

George Berry’s preference in style is
reflected in his large body of work. His
realistic depictions of nature are the
constant theme in his artwork. In par-
ticular, many of his wood pieces rep-
resent Mississippi wildlife with works
such as catfish, deer, and hunting dogs.
Beautiful sculptures of leaves and birds
are other staples of his artwork. His
skillful craft is a demonstration of the
grace and rustic beauty that is found
in nature.

This Mississippi craftsman has been
recognized with many awards and hon-
ors. George Berry received a Folk Art-
ist Fellowship from the Mississippi
Arts Commission in 1999. In 2002, he
was presented with the prestigious
Governor’s Award for Excellence in the
Arts. The Craftsmen’s Guild of Mis-
sissippi awarded him with their Life-
time Achievement Award in 2009. On
October 18 of this year, I had the privi-
lege of speaking at the celebration of
the opening of the George Berry, Sr.
Gallery of the Craftsmen’s Guild of
Mississippi, joining hundreds of family
and friends in honoring George.

In addition to these awards, George
Berry’s work has been on display at
several major festivals, including the
Mississippi Arts Festival, Festival USA
on the Strand, the Festival of Pennsyl-
vania Folklife Bicentennial, and the
Mississippi pavilion at the world’s fair.
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His carved wood sculptures are on ex-
hibit in a number of museums, includ-
ing the 0Old Capital Museum in Jack-
son, Mississippi, and the Museum of
Natural Science.

George has been featured in many na-
tional and regional publications, such
as Southern Living and Mississippi
Outdoors. These many accolades are a
testament to this gifted artist.

So again, on behalf of the House of
Representatives, I would like to con-
gratulate and recognize Mr. George
Berry, Sr. on his achievements as both
an artist and as a teacher. For more
than 50 years, George has used his God-
given gift as a skillful craftsman to
make beautiful pieces of art. Today, he
continues to graciously share his
knowledge and skill with many others.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 42
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——
PRAYER

Reverend Jack Hibbs, Calvary Chapel
Chino Hills Church, Chino, California,
offered the following prayer:

Almighty God and Father, if it be
Your will that we be revived as a Na-
tion, hear my prayer. I ask You to
make us a thankful people, that we
would bless You, the author of abun-
dant mercies.

Enable us to display our gratitude for
all Your goodness by endeavoring to
fear and obey You. Bless us with Your
wisdom in this House, success in our
battles, and let our prosperity be tem-
pered with generosity.

We pray that You would keep the
United States in Your holy protection,
that You would incline our hearts to
cultivate a spirit of peace and obedi-
ence to both You and Your govern-
ment, and that You would cause us to
do justly and to love mercy and to
walk humbly in that love that is char-
acteristic of Your Son, the author of
our blessed faith.

Grant us this prayer through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. QUIGLEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a bill of the
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 893. An act to provide for an increase, ef-
fective December 1, 2013, in the rates of com-
pensation for veterans with service-con-
nected disabilities and the rates of depend-
ency and indemnity compensation for the
survivors of certain disabled veterans, and
for other purposes.

————

WELCOMING REVEREND JACK
HIBBS

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from California (Mr.
GARY G. MILLER) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to have my
good friend and my pastor, Jack Hibbs,
here with us today to give the opening
prayer.

He is a senior pastor with Calvary
Chapel Chino Hills. He has an incred-
ible mission going on in California.
Plus, he has a global ministry going on
the radio. He does an amazing job in
preaching God’s word, and I am glad to
have him here with us today.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
YODER). The Chair will entertain 15 fur-
ther requests for 1-minute speeches on
each side of the aisle.

———

CONSTITUENTS CONCERNED
ABOUT OBAMACARE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, constituents 1living across
South Carolina’s Second Congressional
District have communicated very sin-
cere concerns about the implementa-
tion of ObamaCare.

Sarah from North Augusta writes:

People should not be punished because
they grow old. One day, we will all be in
their shoes . . . It is preposterous that the
government will be the one to tell doctors
what to charge for their services and what
services can be provided.

Justin from Columbia writes:

The full implementation of ObamaCare
will be a disaster for America and the Amer-
ican people. Not only is it a direct assault on
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our freedom, but it also puts the government
in the middle of our health care decisions; it
increases costs, and it will inevitably lead to
a single-payer system.

As the rollout of ObamaCare con-
tinues to fail, Congress must act to ad-
dress this problem now before it is too
late and before every American family
falls victim to this unworkable law
which destroys jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

UKRAINE’S 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF
MAN-MADE FAMINE AND GENO-
CIDE

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the 80th anni-
versary of Ukraine’s man-made famine
and genocide.

The ‘‘Great Man-made Famine’” was
executed under Joseph Stalin’s Com-
munist rule in an effort to eradicate
Ukrainian culture, education, and so-
cial institutions. Under Stalin’s re-
gime, the Ukrainian people were
stripped of their land and grain and
were herded onto collective farms
where they were eventually left to
starve to death. What was once the
“breadbasket of Europe’ became home
to a forced famine that ultimately
took the lives of over 6 million inno-
cent men, women, and children.

But Stalin’s attempt to squelch the
spirit and history of the Ukrainian peo-
ple failed.

This Friday, the Ukrainian National
Museum in Chicago will remember
those whose lives were taken by this
man-made genocide. The museum will
also, justifiably, celebrate the strong
and vibrant people in the nation of
Ukraine that thrives today.

————————

PUTIN OPPRESSION OF AHISKA
TURKS

(Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I was stunned to see Russian
President Vladimir Putin disparage
American exceptionalism a few weeks
ago. Simply put, Mr. Putin’s human
rights record leaves much to be de-
sired, including his treatment of
Ahiska Turks. A distinct minority,
they are severely persecuted by top
Russian authorities in Putin’s govern-
ment solely for their ethnicity and re-
ligion.

During Mr. Putin’s first term, the
State Department designated Ahiska
Turks as a group of special humani-
tarian concern. Since then, 12,000
Turks have resettled in America, in-
cluding many in Illinois and in my dis-
trict. However, 80,000 Ahiska Turks re-
main in Russia, and they routinely face
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discrimination and ©persecution in
areas of their lives that we often take
for granted. In an ethnic cleansing
campaign, Stalin uprooted and reset-
tled Ahiska Turks to central Asia from
their ancestral lands in Georgia in 1944.
Unable to return, they have since been
perennial refugees in Central Asia and
Russia.

This is the reality of Putin’s Russia:
in Russia, people are routinely and se-
verely discriminated against, tortured,
even killed, and are economically and
financially repressed.

When given the freedom to chase the
American Dream, these same Ahiska
Turks have fulfilled their potential in
less than a decade. I will let my col-
leagues make their own determinations
about which nation is exceptional.

———

THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT—A
WINNER FOR SENIORS

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, the
government announced yesterday good
news for seniors: their Medicare part B
premiums for 2014 will go up zero dol-
lars and zero cents. It will stay at $104
per month. This is now the third year
in a row that CMS Medicare part B pre-
miums have defied the trustees’ pre-
dictions and have come in lower than
projected. It also defies the relentless
campaign of misinformation that sen-
iors have been subjected to that their
Medicare part B premiums are going to
g0 up.

Just on Friday, I was at a senior fair
where a woman showed me a chain
email that read that Medicare part B
premiums for 2014 were going up to $247
a month—just a viral infection that
has been out there and that I have been
confronted with at senior centers over
and over again. The facts are that they
are going up zero. Medicare Advantage
premiums have stabilized. Medicare
part B premiums have stabilized. Pre-
scription drug costs have gone down
because of closing the doughnut hole.

In every respect, the Affordable Care
Act since it passed in 2010 has been a
winner for seniors, and it has helped
strengthen the solvency of the pro-
gram. Again, Medicare part B pre-
miums are going up zero for 2014.

———

LEGION OF VALOR BRONZE CROSS
RECIPIENT

(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend an exceptional
young leader from Rutherford County
in Tennessee’s Fourth District. Eliza-
beth Ethridge recently received the Le-
gion of Valor Bronze Cross for leader-
ship, a testament to her strong work
ethic and dedication to her Junior
ROTC battalion.
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An honor student at Smyrna High
School, Elizabeth is exceptionally well-
rounded. She is ranked in the top 10
percent of her class as well as of her
JROTC grade. In addition to her serv-
ice through JROTC, Elizabeth volun-
teers to give back to the community.
Elizabeth is one of six Bronze Cross re-
cipients, competing against cadets
from more than 200 schools for this
great honor. Last month, Elizabeth
was presented with the award at the
Rutherford County Board of Education
meeting.

Elizabeth hopes to attend Vanderbilt
University to study medicine and to
one day join Doctors without Borders. I
wish her the best of luck in her future
endeavors, and I know she will con-
tinue to make our Fourth District
proud.

PRESERVE THE FOOD STAMP
PROGRAM

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, this week,
unfortunately, food stamps will be cut
by $5 billion. We expected that. What is
worse is that even deeper cuts could
follow.

Conferees start negotiating a farm
bill this week, and billions of dollars in
cuts—in fact, $40 billion—have been
proposed by Republicans in the House,
which is 10 times the number of cuts
passed in the bipartisan bill in the Sen-
ate.

Since I have been here in Congress, I
have talked to dozens of people in my
district who have come up to me and
said, Thank you for fighting to pre-
serve the food stamp program. I have
never told anybody, they say, but I re-
ceived food stamps at one point in my
life, so thank you for fighting.

I am afraid that many Members of
Congress simply don’t know what it is
like to be poor in America. These are
real people—real human beings. The
cuts that we contemplate here are not
numbers on a piece of paper but are
cuts that would literally take food out
of the mouths of people who are hun-
gry.

This is wrong. It cannot stand. I urge
my colleagues to fight to preserve this
important program.

——
FALSE PROMISES

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, another
day goes by, and the ObamaCare train
wreck continues.

In 2009, President Obama promised, If
you like your health care plan, you can
keep it. It still promises that on the
White House Web site and on the
healthcare.gov Web site if and when
you can get on that Web site.

Mr. Speaker, when are these false
promises going to end? What do I say
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