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U.S. MONEY TO PAKISTAN IS 
FOOLISH 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
Pakistan is a disloyal, deceptive, and 
devious ally of the United States. Paki-
stan harbors Taliban terrorists that 
are at war with our troops in Afghani-
stan. Pakistan hid out Obama bin 
Laden. Pakistan put the Pakistani doc-
tor that helped the United States take 
out ‘‘the devil of the desert’’ in prison 
for 30 years. 

Pakistan is playing the United 
States for a nation of fools. Otherwise, 
why would our Government just send 
$1.2 billion to Pakistan? Haven’t we 
learned that Pakistan takes our money 
and slyly and seditiously uses it for 
purposes counter to U.S. interests? 

Pakistan has become the Benedict 
Arnold ally of America. Why do we pay 
Pakistan to hate us? Madam Speaker, 
they will do it for free. 

No American taxpayer money to 
Pakistan. Use that American money in 
America. Freedom-loving nations that 
give Pakistan money in the delusive 
hope of fighting terrorism are sailing 
the ships of the foolish—and the United 
States has become the admiral of the 
fleet. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

SAFE CLIMATE CAUCUS 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, oceans 
cover 70 percent of our Earth’s surface. 
They are home to a vast number of or-
ganisms that form an intricate food 
web—one that the world has relied on 
for high-quality protein and steady em-
ployment for generations. If we con-
tinue on our current path, we will face 
a serious decline in these essential re-
sources. 

The oceans have been absorbing near-
ly one-fourth of the carbon emissions 
we release every day. We think of the 
oceans as too big to fail, but we are al-
tering their physical, chemical, and bi-
ological characteristics at an increas-
ing pace. Our oceans are warming, cur-
rent patterns are changing, and salin-
ity and acidity are changing. Sea levels 
are rising, and many fisheries are being 
overexploited. 

It is long past time for us to address 
climate change—to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and manage our coastal 
waters and the oceans in a more sus-
tainable way. Oceans have sustained 
life on this planet for thousands of 
years. We should act now to ensure 
that they continue to do so for thou-
sands more. 

REDUCING EMPLOYER BURDENS, 
UNLEASHING INNOVATION, AND 
LABOR DEVELOPMENT 

(Mr. GUTHRIE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to discuss the importance of 
manufacturing to our economy. 

Today, I introduced the Reducing 
Employer Burdens, Unleashing Innova-
tion, and Labor Development, or the 
REBUILD Act of 2013. 

The REBUILD Act is aimed at stimu-
lating domestic production and in-
creasing our global competitiveness. 
Provisions included in the bill seek to 
redesign workforce training, achieve 
comprehensive tax reform, increase ac-
cess to energy and decrease costly reg-
ulations, reform health care, reform 
trade policy, and open up more spec-
trum for technological innovation. 

Pieced together, these policies will 
allow us to ensure the United States of 
America remains the best place in the 
world to do business. I come from a 
small business and manufacturing 
background and understand how Fed-
eral policies can encourage or stifle in-
novation and job creation. I encourage 
all of my colleagues to join me in this 
effort to restore American innovation 
and boost our global competitiveness. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO MAJOR OWENS 

(Mr. WATT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WATT. Madam Speaker, I simply 
wanted to rise and pay tribute to the 
memory of my dear friend and col-
league, Major Owens, who passed last 
week. I express my condolences to his 
family. 

As new Members, we take for granted 
sometimes that there is a system in 
place to provide support and 
mentorship to new Members. It is not 
just the way things operate. 

When I came to Congress in 1993, 
Major Owens was already here. He be-
came one of the monitors and advisers 
who taught me the rules of how this in-
stitution operates—the rules of civil-
ity, respect, and honor—and the rules 
by which we operate the floor of the 
House. I learned so much from him, 
and over the years became a good, 
close friend of Major Owens and the 
members of his family, all of whom we 
join in grieving with on this occasion. 

I simply wanted to say how much I 
respected him and how much apprecia-
tion I had for the advice and 
mentorship he provided to me. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MARY GIBSON 
SCOTT 

(Mrs. LUMMIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. LUMMIS. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to recognize Mary Gibson Scott, 

the superintendent of Grand Teton Na-
tional Park and the John D. Rocke-
feller, Jr., Memorial Parkway. She an-
nounced her retirement from the Na-
tional Park Service this week after 33 
years of public service. 

Mary is one of just 10 top-level park 
managers in the United States and is 
also the only woman among them. Be-
fore taking her current position in Wy-
oming in 2004, Mary held park manage-
ment positions across the U.S., includ-
ing at fabulous Carlsbad Caverns, the 
Golden Gate Park, the Santa Monica 
Mountains, and the Channel Islands in 
the West, and in the East, the Gateway 
in New York and the Blue Ridge Park-
way in Virginia. 

Over the course of her career, Mary 
has earned a variety of awards, includ-
ing the Department of the Interior Su-
perior Service Award and the Inter-
mountain Region’s Superintendent of 
the Year for Natural Resources, just to 
name two. 

To many of us in Wyoming, Madam 
Speaker, Mary Gibson Scott is a neigh-
bor and a friend, immersed in the Wyo-
ming community; a valued and treas-
ured public servant; and the epitome of 
a leader in stewardship of both natural 
resources and human relationships. I 
am proud and pleased to call Mary Gib-
son Scott my friend. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating 
Mary Gibson Scott on her illustrious 
career and in wishing her the very best 
for a happy and well-earned retire-
ment. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on Ms. CLARKE’s 1-minute speech. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
WAGNER). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR R. OWENS 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to join my colleagues in cele-
brating ‘‘the people’s Congressman.’’ I 
am so delighted that we have the op-
portunity to share our friendship to-
ward the late Congressman Major 
Owens, who loved his Brooklyn district 
and loved his family. My deepest sym-
pathy goes to his wife Maria, and all of 
his family members. 

Major Owens was truly someone who 
served the people. 

I am reminded of a story that he told 
of when his family heard that FDR was 
providing opportunities for work in the 
1940s. No one in his community was 
getting jobs, but his parents wrote to 
FDR, and all of a sudden things 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 04:03 Nov 15, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00033 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD13\RECFILES\OCT2013\H28OC3.REC H28OC3bj
ne

al
 o

n 
D

S
K

2T
W

X
8P

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6810 October 28, 2013 
changed. That is the kind of man Con-
gressman Owens was. 

He was a change-maker, educator, 
and librarian. He was always there to 
say that his district and America’s 
poor people needed to be represented. 
He was, in fact, the people’s 
Congressperson because he extended 
his hand. He loved the people. He pro-
vided resources and he fought the good 
fight. 

I want to thank you, Congressman 
Major Owens, for being my friend and a 
friend of those in Congress, Repub-
licans and Democrats. Most of all, I 
want to thank Congressman Major 
Owens for being the friend of poor peo-
ple around the Nation who could not 
speak for themselves. 

I am glad that his giant footsteps had 
a great impact on the congressional 
district he represented. More impor-
tantly, he had a great impact on Amer-
ica. He was a soldier on the battlefield 
for those who could not speak for 
themselves. 

May he rest in peace. God bless him 
and his family. 

Madam Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to a 
great American, a fighter for justice and equal-
ity, one of the most passionate advocates for 
educational opportunity, and a man who 
served in this body with distinction, Major R. 
Owens of New York. Congressman Owens 
died Monday, October 21, in Manhattan at the 
age of 77. 

Major Owens was born June 28, 1936, in 
Collierville, Tennessee. He was educated at 
Morehouse College, from which he received 
his baccalaureate degree, and Atlanta Univer-
sity, from which he earned a Master of 
Science degree. Major Owens later moved to 
New York where he worked as a librarian be-
fore accepting an appointment from Mayor 
John V. Lindsay to serve as Director of the 
New York City Community Development 
Agency. He also served as a faculty member 
in the Department of Public Administration at 
Medgar Evers College. 

In 1974, Major Owens was elected to the 
New York State Senate and was reelected to 
serve a second term in 1978. In 1982, Major 
Owens won a competitive primary to fill the 
seat of retiring Congresswoman Shirley 
Chisolm, the first African American woman 
elected to the House of Representatives and 
the first woman ever to seek the Democratic 
nomination for President of the United States. 

As the Member of Congress for the 11th 
Congressional District of New York, Major 
Owens represented a diverse district and ec-
lectic district centered in Brooklyn, and includ-
ing low income areas of Brownsville and parts 
of Bedford-Stuyvesant, the large Hasidic com-
munity of Crown Heights, the heavily Carib-
bean areas of Flatbush and East Flatbush, 
and the more affluent neighborhoods Park 
Slope and Prospect Park. 

Affectionately known as the ‘‘Education 
Congressman’’ by his constituents, Major 
Owens fought tirelessly throughout his twelve 
terms in Congress to protect and expand edu-
cational opportunity for all Americans, espe-
cially those from economically and socially dis-
advantaged backgrounds. As he often re-
minded his colleagues in the House, education 
was ‘‘the kingpin issue.’’ In an article he pub-
lished in Black Issues in Higher Education, he 

wrote: ‘‘We have to believe that all power and 
progress really begins with education.’’ 

Major Owens served on the House Com-
mittee on Government Reform and the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce. As 
the Ranking Member on the Education and 
Workforce Subcommittee for Workforce Pro-
tections, Congressman Owens helped lead the 
fight for minimum wage increases, blocked the 
attempt to eliminate cash payments for over-
time, fought against efforts to roll back or re-
peal Davis-Bacon and to weaken the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administration. 

As Chairman of the Education Sub-
committee on Select Education and Civil 
Rights (1988–94), Congresswoman Owens 
was one of the earliest and strongest sup-
porters of the Americans With Disabilities Act, 
which was enacted into law in 1991. In rec-
ognition for his yeoman work to pass the ADA, 
Major Owens was awarded an honorary de-
gree by Galludet University, the world’s pre-
mier higher education institution serving deaf 
and hard of hearing people. 

Major Owens loved serving in this body and 
he was a valued member of the Congressional 
Progressive Caucus and the Congressional 
Black Caucus. As Chairman of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus Task Force on Haiti, he 
led the successful three-year fight which re-
stored the democratically elected President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

Madam Speaker, Congressman Owens was 
a legislator’s legislator. Our prayers and con-
dolences go out to his wife Maria, his sons 
Chris, Geoff, and Milard; his grandchildren; 
and to all his friends and loved ones. Major 
Owens touched so many lives in so many 
helpful ways that he will always be remem-
bered by people he served so ably and self-
lessly for more than thirty years. 

Madam Speaker, a dear colleague has fall-
en. We are all saddened at the loss but over-
joyed to have had the honor of serving with 
the distinguished gentleman from Brooklyn, 
New York, the honorable Major R. Owens. 

f 

FIGHTING AGAINST DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE IN OUR COMMUNITIES 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to commend and bring at-
tention to the recent candlelight vigil 
held in Eden Prairie, Minnesota, hon-
oring the 38 deaths from domestic vio-
lence this year. 

The vigil, which was organized as 
part of Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month by the local domestic abuse pre-
vention nonprofit, Cornerstone, was 
held at Purgatory Creek Park earlier 
this month. There was an incredible 
showing of support by members of our 
community and local police depart-
ments and law enforcement for those 
that are affected by domestic violence. 

Madam Speaker, this is an issue 
which affects families and commu-
nities all across our country, and we 
must do more to put an end to these 
horrible acts. 

Earlier this year, I was proud to au-
thor a provision in the Violence 
Against Women Act to assist domestic 

abuse victims in locating safe housing, 
which is a critical step on the path to 
recovery, but more work needs to be 
done to bring attention and an end to 
domestic violence in our neighbor-
hoods. 

f 

REMEMBERING CONGRESSMAN 
MAJOR ROBERT ODELL OWENS 

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, like my colleagues, I mourn 
the death of Major Owens, but I also 
want to celebrate his life. My purpose 
for rising tonight is to do just this: cel-
ebrate his life. 

Major Owens was a person of char-
acter who had a great reputation. I had 
the honor of knowing him through my 
chief of staff, who was his chief of staff 
for 16 years. In working with her, she 
explained to me all of the many things 
that he was a party to over the course 
of the years, not only here in Congress, 
where he worked on legislation to help 
persons who had disabilities, but also 
back in his home district, where he was 
a person who championed the causes of 
people who were in need. 

It means something to me to know 
that he has this great reputation, but 
it is equally as important for me to 
share with people that he did have 
character. 

When I met with him to discuss the 
hiring of Jackie Ellis, my chief of staff, 
because she was working with him, and 
he was contemplating some other 
things and moving, he explained to me 
how important it was in this body to 
keep your word. He explained that, 
among your friends and your col-
leagues, your word is the thing that 
will give you the opportunity to con-
tinue to have support in the Congress 
of the United States of America. His 
words about character and integrity 
are still with me. 

I suspect that because he was a 
teacher—and as you know, teachers 
impact eternity—I will pass on to oth-
ers what he has done because he passed 
it on to me, and what his chief of staff 
caused me to learn vicariously from 
him will impact my office eternally. 

I am grateful to him. I pay tribute to 
him. I want his family to know that he 
has been a blessing to me and to my 
staff and to the people I serve. 

God bless you, and thank you, Major. 
CONGRESSMAN MAJOR ROBERT ODELL OWENS 

Born—June 28, 1936 (Collierville, TN). 
Elected to Congress representing Brooklyn’s 

12th Congressional District from 1983–1992 
(98th–102nd Congress). 

After redistricting—Represented Brooklyn’s 
11th Congressional District from 1993–2006 
(103rd–109th Congress). 

Transitioned to Eternity—October 21, 2013 
(Brooklyn, NY). 

Father of five children. 
First librarian elected to Congress. 
Chaired the Brooklyn chapter of the Con-

gress of Racial Equality (CORE). 
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