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I ask the chairman to work, as this
bill moves forward, to ensure that the
bill does not degrade the NEPA proc-
ess. I also hope that the chairman will
work with me to provide the Corps the
authority to perform ecosystem res-
toration work on lands owned by other
Federal agencies, which is needed to
complete important projects such as
the South San Francisco Bay Salt
Pond Restoration Project. I tried to
offer a simple amendment to the Water
Resources Reform and Development
Act today, but the Rules Committee
did not make my amendment in order.

Currently, the Army Corps of Engi-
neers has the authority to use con-
struction funds to perform flood pro-
tection work on lands owned by other
Federal agencies, but the Corps does
not have the legal authority to use
construction funds to perform eco-
system restoration work on lands
owned by other Federal agencies. In
2013, we all believe that good flood pro-
tection projects must incorporate eco-
system restoration, and the Corps has
the ability to do integrated projects
like this everywhere else except on
lands owned by another Federal agen-
cy. This poses a significant hurdle in
the case of the South San Francisco
Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project,
which seeks to return the San Fran-
cisco Bay to its natural state and pro-
vide flood protection and wetlands res-
toration.

In this case, the State of California
and the United States Government,
through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, own the land on which the
project will be performed even though
most of the funding to buy the land
came from the State and non-Federal
interests. The Corps has told the local
partners that it does not have the legal
authority to perform the ecosystem
restoration aspects of this work on
lands owned by the Fish and Wildlife
Service and that it needs Congress to
provide that authority. My amendment
simply sought to fix this situation by
granting the Corps that authority so it
could pursue this joint flood protection
and ecosystem restoration project.

I ask Chairmen SHUSTER and GIBBS
and Ranking Members RAHALL and
BisHOP to work with me as this bill
goes to conference with the Senate in
order to provide the Corps with the au-
thority it needs to carry out this
project and projects for which it has al-
ready been authorized to perform feasi-
bility studies.

————

A TRIBUTE TO A TEXAS LEGEND,
BUM PHILLIPS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. OLSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, my home-
town of Houston, Texas, lost an icon
last week, Bum Phillips.

Bum coached the Houston Oilers in
their heyday, 19756 through 1980.
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Twice during that tenure, they came
within one game of going to the Super
Bowl.

Bum was loved because he was more
than a football coach. He was a true
Texan who happened to be a football
coach—a Houston, Texas, football
coach.

Bum understood the rivalry between
Dallas, Texas, and Houston, Texas. He
said:

The Dallas Cowboys may be America’s
team, but the Houston Oilers are Texas’
team.

He knew football was just a game.

As he said:

Winning is only half of it. Having fun is
the other half.

And he had fun.

In 1977, the Oilers drafted a star run-
ning back from Texas, Earl Campbell, a
Heisman Trophy winner, a University
of Texas graduate, a Longhorn from
Tyler, Texas. In their first practice,
Earl finished dead last in the mile run
of the whole team. A reporter asked
Bum if he was worried about Earl,
could he perform in the NFL. Bum
dead-panned:

When it’s first and a mile, I won’t give it
to him.

He loved his players, nobody more so
than Earl Campbell. Bum showed his
love for Earl by saying:

I don’t know if Earl is in a class by him-
self, but I do know that when that class gets
together, it sure don’t take long to call the
roll.

Love ya, Blue; love ya, Bum. Thanks
for the memories. God has a small class
waiting for you in Heaven, and, yes, it
won’t take long to take the roll.

God bless Bum Phillips.

———

SUSTAINING THE ARAB SPRING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. SCHIFF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, when a
Tunisian fruit vendor set himself on
fire nearly 3 years ago to protest his
lack of economic opportunity and mal-
treatment at the hands of local police,
his desperate act touched off a political
revolution that has convulsed the Arab
world from the Maghreb to the Gulf.

First in Tunisia and then in Egypt,
popular protests toppled long-serving
autocrats while Libyan dictator Muam-
mar Qadhafi was ousted by NATO-
backed rebels. Elsewhere, from Bahrain
to Syria, regimes have proven more re-
silient and, in several cases, willing to
use extreme levels of violence to main-
tain their survival.

So, in the waning months of the third
year of what has been dubbed the
“Arab Spring,” the future of a large
swath of the global community re-
mains uncertain. With Egypt under
military control and Syria ablaze, it is
not surprising that many here in the
United States and elsewhere in the
West view each new development with
concern that an already volatile region
could spiral completely out of control.
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The situation in Syria is undoubtedly
grim and Egypt faces a prolonged pe-
riod of instability, but the news is not
uniformly bad. In Tunisia, the Islamist
government, headed by the Enhadda
Party, has acceded to opposition de-
mands that it hand over power to a
caretaker government and schedule
new elections.

Tiny Tunisia could again show its
larger neighbors that a democratic
transition—even an extended one of
several intermediate steps—is possible
in a region buffeted by the crosscur-
rents of religion, tribalism, and
authoritarianism, and fueled by a huge
demographic bulge of young people who
are better educated and more con-
nected to the world than their parents
but who lack jobs and hope.

But even if Tunisia’s next govern-
ment is more reflective of the desires
of the Tunisian people and is able to
attack the problems that have retarded
the country’s progress, the pace of
change will be slower than many
Tunisians will desire. Entrenched in-
terests and institutions connected to
the ancien regime, what Egyptians
have dubbed the ‘‘deep state,’” will con-
spire to stand in the way of a brighter
future for Tunisia’s people and slow the
pace of change throughout the region.

Around the world, but especially here
in Washington, the regional develop-
ments have fostered unease as events
on the ground have proven less than
amenable to external ‘“‘management.”
The power of entrenched interests was
more than offset by the early strength
of Islamist parties in Tunisia and
Egypt, giving rise to the fear of secular
autocracies being supplanted by theo-
cratically-oriented governments that
would embrace the principle of ‘‘one
man, one vote, one time.”’

This fear of an Islamist takeover has
had two main effects in the first years
of the Arab transition. The first is that
it served to inhibit the American re-
sponse for fear of strengthening the
Islamists’ hold or provoking a popular
backlash. The other has been to drive a
wedge between the United States and
the Gulf Arab monarchs, who have
been the most resistant to change and
accommodation and understand fully
the implications for their rule.

But change will be hard to resist. The
same forces that swept aside Egypt’s
Mubarak and Tunisia’s Ben Ali are at
work throughout the region. The
United States needs to craft policies
that acknowledge the centrality of
that fact, as well as the reality that
this is a process that will play itself
out over a generation and perhaps
longer. We need to build mechanisms
capable of supporting a transition in
the Arab world in three dimensions: po-
litical, economic, and civil society.

Next week, I will discuss how the
U.S. can help foster these three pillars
of democratic development in a way
that can be sustained without requir-
ing an outsized share of our limited re-
sources. In the weeks to come, I will be
sharing a few more detailed thoughts
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on the struggles going on in Egypt, Tu-
nisia, Syria, Iran, and elsewhere in this
critical and dangerous part of the
world.

The yearning for freedom is a uni-
versal one, but getting there has never
been easy. The Egyptians, Syrians,
Tunisians, and others have taken the
first step towards taking their soci-
eties back. We must stand ready to
help, and we must be prepared for a
long and uneven journey.

——————

THE WATER RESOURCES REFORM
AND DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2013

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I come from the great State
of Michigan, also known as the Great
Lakes State, and I have lived my entire
life along the shores of this national
treasure. For those of us in Michigan
and the other Great Lakes States, the
Great Lakes are not just a source of
much of our drinking water or a place
that we go to enjoy their natural beau-
ty or recreational opportunities or
where so many work and make a liv-
ing; they are central to our very iden-
tity. That is why I have made the pro-
tection of the Great Lakes a principal
advocacy during all of the years that I
have been in public service.

The Great Lakes actually represent
fully one-fifth of the freshwater drink-
ing supply on the entire planet. They
provide the drinking water supply to
tens of millions in our Nation and mil-
lions more in Canada as well. They are
also vital to our economy. Over 160
million tons of commercial cargo is
shipped on the Great Lakes. This com-
merce supports over 227,000 jobs and
contributes over $33 billion to the econ-
omy.

The recreational aspect of the Great
Lakes also builds our economy. Rec-
reational boating on the Great Lakes
supports over 100,000 jobs and $16 bil-
lion in economic activity. The sec-
ondary effect of all of that means an
additional 244,000 jobs and $19 billion in
additional economic activity. Of
course, that includes boat manufactur-
ers, marinas, charter operators, and
other businesses as well. So, a healthy
Great Lakes system is not only impor-
tant to our economy in Michigan or
the Great Lakes States, it is important
for the entire Nation.

Today, unfortunately, the use of
those waters is threatened by our in-
ability to maintain our ports, our
channels, and our harbors. A decade—
we have had actually a decade—of
below normal water levels and very
limited or uncoordinated Federal fund-
ing for harbor dredging and infrastruc-
ture repair has dramatically curtailed
shipping, and it has made, actually,
some of our recreational harbors al-
most inaccessible. In fact, this year,
many of our recreational harbors were
really in crises as low water levels
made the need for dredging vital to the
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economic survival of so many commu-
nities.

We as a Nation, Mr. Speaker, must
recognize the importance of the Great
Lakes and give this natural wonder the
properly coordinated support that it
needs. That is why I have joined with
several of my Michigan colleagues—
BILL HUIZENGA and DAN BENISHEK—to
introduce the Great Lakes Navigation
System Sustainability Act. Our legisla-
tion is supported by the Great Lakes
Maritime Task Force, the Great Lakes
Metro Chambers of Commerce, the
Lakes Carriers Association, the Amer-
ican Great Lakes Port Association, the
Great Lakes Small Harbors Coalition,
the National Marine Manufacturers As-
sociation, the United States Great
Lakes Shipping Association, and the
Great Lakes Commission, as well as
the Great Lakes Governors Associa-
tion.

I am very pleased that the chairman
of the House Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee, BILL SHUSTER,
worked with us to include important
provisions of that legislation in the
Water Resources Reform and Develop-
ment Act, also known as WRRDA,
which we will be voting on in this
House later on today.

The most important of these provi-
sions will establish the Great Lakes
Navigational System and require the
Army Corps of Engineers to look at the
Great Lakes system in its entirety
rather than looking at it port by port
when they are thinking about dredging
and maintenance. This would really
end the practice of pitting one port in
the Great Lakes against another, and,
instead, it focuses on the interdepend-
ence of all of them.

The WRRDA bill also helps recognize
our recreational harbors by providing
10 percent of all the funds authorized
by the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund
to be directed to recreational harbors.
This type of funding will allow rec-
reational harbors across the Great
Lakes to have another opportunity for
needed dredging support, places like
Port Huron, Lexington, Port Sanilac,
Harbor Beach, Port Austin, Sebewaing,
and many others—those are just in my
district—but there are so many others
throughout the entire basin as well.

Mr. Speaker, if you travel to the
State of Michigan and visit the shores
of the Great Lakes, you will find the
magnificence of what we call ‘‘pure
Michigan.” But, as possessive as those
of us from Michigan are of the Great
Lakes, we also recognize that they are
“‘pure American,” so this incredible
natural wonder deserves the recogni-
tion and protection from our entire Na-
tion. Today, we can take a very impor-
tant step forward in the protection of
the Great Lakes, our magnificent
Great Lakes, by passing the WRRDA
bill.

I certainly urge all of my colleagues
to join me in supporting this bill.
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THE WATER RESOURCES REFORM
AND DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2013

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MURPHY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I come to the floor today to submit
for the RECORD a summary of the tran-
script of the bipartisan briefing I re-
cently hosted along with my good
friend from the great State of Florida,
TREY RADEL, on the crucial environ-
mental issues facing our waterways in
Florida. During a time of the most dis-
couraging examples of partisan grid-
lock, we were able to come together
with many people on both sides of the
aisle to work toward solutions to the
ongoing crisis in our waterways.

There is no denying that an environ-
mental crisis is taking place up and
down the Indian River Lagoon. Record-
breaking rainfall, out-of-date engineer-
ing, and urban and agricultural runoff
are all damaging our waterways. To
bring attention to this important mat-
ter, we invited community members
who have been directly impacted by
the water so polluted with bacteria and
toxic algae that health officials told
people to avoid contact with the water.
In an area where the economy depends
on water for our local livelihood, this
pollution is having devastating effects.

Members of our community took
great lengths to make their voices
heard in Congress. Many flew up here,
others fundraised to take a bus, using
money out of their own pocket to make
sure that Washington heard how they
have been directly impacted by pol-
luted and toxic waterways.

Despite the government shutdown
and the inability of any Federal agency
officials to attend, we were pleased to
see so many engaged constituents in
the room with us as we spoke to many
Members who have important leader-
ship roles in the House itself—the Ap-
propriations Committee, the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee,
and many among the Florida delega-
tion.

At the briefing, we not only discussed
the problems but the solutions, both
short-term and long-term, that can
only come from a mutual under-
standing of the problem and coopera-
tion of local, State, and Federal enti-
ties. Solutions such as completing Ev-
erglades restoration projects like the
Indian River Lagoon-South project and
funding the completion of C-44 compo-
nents of this project as soon as possible
to grant relief to the already battered
St. Lucie Estuary are critical. We must
also fight for quick and effective re-
pairs to the Herbert Hoover Dike that
will allow for the safe retention of
more water in Lake Okeechobee.

There was also broad agreement on
the importance of passing WRRDA so
we can move forward with Everglades
restoration efforts that will benefit all
of our communities. Additionally,
WRRDA will streamline processes so
ongoing and future projects can ad-
vance more efficiently and expedi-
tiously.
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