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of the most successful lobbying experi-
ments I’ve ever seen. 

But now that we are just a few 
months away from full implementation 
of the Affordable Care Act, the health 
industry is launching what The Wash-
ington Post calls ‘‘an all-out, last-ditch 
effort to shield themselves from the 
blame’’ for the rate increases that they 
will impose. Unless they are allowed to 
charge significantly more money, they 
tell us, the whole system will collapse. 

Now, this is perplexing. We made 
every effort to address the concerns of 
the industry when we developed this 
landmark legislation. It’s also deeply 
troubling that the industry that will 
gain so much from health reform is 
now engaging in a misleading PR cam-
paign against it. Despite unprecedented 
profits and surplus cash reserves, it is 
deliberately undermining the law. It 
already succeeded in shaping its bene-
fits. 

So let’s take a careful look at their 
claims. For years, companies have of-
fered healthy young adults junk health 
insurance at cut-rate prices: plans with 
sky-high deductibles and lifetime lim-
its that didn’t cover much. For $100 a 
month, you could get a plan that of-
fered practically no useful coverage. 

Meanwhile, older people with esca-
lating health care costs were stuck 
with crippling bills or locked out of the 
market altogether. Across the board, 
plans dropped consumers, coverage 
changed without warning, and people 
of all ages went without care. 
ObamaCare will finally put a stop to 
these abuses. 

With better plans with real benefits 
costs, more than the meager plans 
marketed by the industry to young 
people, the stability and affordability 
will win out in the long run. There are 
no more games. Instead of avoiding 
risk, the industry will have to manage 
it. 

ObamaCare will financially help the 
large majority of healthy young con-
sumers. In fact, 90 percent of the cur-
rently uninsured adults under 30 will 
be eligible for subsidized coverage. Ad-
ditionally, increased transparency and 
competition will force rates to drop 
further, along with the growing pool of 
young participants who are cheaper to 
cover. We did all this in my home State 
of Washington years ago, so I know it 
can be done. 

For the first time, average Ameri-
cans not insured through a job will get 
health insurance without having insur-
ance that won’t drop you when you’re 
sick, insurance that won’t discriminate 
against women, insurance that won’t 
waste your money on excessive mar-
keting, and will actually cover needed 
care. These are the crucial consumer 
protections we fought and got. 

Which is the heavier price: an extra 
$20 a month for a young person with a 
healthy income to have reliable insur-
ance or bankrupting an uninsured fam-
ily? Meeting the needs of the Nation 
and preserving the well-being of our 
population is healthiest for all. 

So I’m calling on the health insur-
ance industry to be team players and 
to be good corporate citizens. They 
have a lot riding on this roll-out, at 
least as much as the Obama adminis-
tration and the Congress. We need to 
work together, not against each other. 
We have to make this advance work. 

We don’t need to have a scare cam-
paign on television telling people that 
if ObamaCare goes in, your premiums 
are going to go up, and it’s his fault. 
They’re the ones with the profits, 
they’re the ones with the reserves, 
they’re the ones that are raising the 
prices. 

They have to be faced with that, 
Madam Speaker, because otherwise the 
public is going to be confused. They 
tried to confuse people all through the 
establishment of the Affordable Care 
Act. They didn’t succeed. And, in fact, 
when they used it in the campaign, the 
people said, do you know what, we like 
Obama, we like what he did, we want it 
to happen. So the insurance companies 
had to go back to the trenches and fig-
ure out a way to confuse the American 
people. Stop it, insurance industry. 
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SEQUESTRATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Madam Speaker, 
President Obama’s sequester is bad for 
America. There’s no getting around it. 
Good programs are going to be cut, 
good people are going to be furloughed; 
and bad leadership from President 
Obama is to blame. In the last four 
years, almost every important budget 
deadline has been met with impasse 
and little has been done to enact a re-
sponsible budget. 
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Systematic failure to perform the 
basic responsibilities of governing has 
led us to the catastrophic sequestra-
tion we see today. 

President Obama came up with this 
idea for the sequester as a temporary 
solution for another fiscal crisis in 
2011. As we’ve been saying for months, 
House Republicans are the only ones 
who have taken action to balance the 
budget. Last Congress, the House 
passed two bills, the Sequester Re-
placement Reconciliation Act and the 
Spending Reduction Act. However, in 
recent remarks at the White House, 
President Obama attempted to blame 
House Republicans—who control only 
one-half of one-third of the govern-
ment—for the looming cuts. 

If there’s going to be a solution, 
President Obama is going to have to 
work with his own political party in 
the Senate and negotiate with the 
House. Yet all the President has done 
so far is call for higher taxes again. He 
got his higher taxes—$600 billion from 
higher earners, with no corresponding 
spending cuts—at the end of 2012. It 
seems he will not stop until every sin-
gle American has to hand over more of 

their hard-earned money to the Federal 
Government—which, I might add, has a 
bad track record of spending it. 

There is no denying that the govern-
ment spends too much, but these blind 
cuts are irresponsible and will have a 
disastrous effect on our military. Yes-
terday, the Joint Chiefs of Staff testi-
fied at a hearing that our national se-
curity will be put at risk if they are 
forced to make deep reductions in 
spending for manpower, training, and 
equipment modernization programs. 

This is no longer a debate between 
Congress and the White House to gain 
the upper hand. This is real, this is se-
rious, and this is the time to take ac-
tion. In fact, I sent a letter to the 
President this week urging him to act 
now to prevent the harmful fallout 
that the sequester will cause. I pray 
that he reads it. 

While Friday does mark the seques-
ter deadline, we have until March 27 to 
do the right thing on behalf of our men 
and women in uniform, as well as the 
hundreds of thousands of employees ex-
pected to be drastically impacted by 
the sequester. 

If the President continues his unwill-
ingness to stop campaigning and start 
helping the American people who elect-
ed him to lead, then at the very least 
we need to allow the Department of De-
fense and the Department of Veterans 
Affairs to operate under a budget rath-
er than a continuing resolution. This 
would give them greater flexibility and 
put them in the best possible position 
to absorb these across-the-board cuts. 
By letting the DOD and VA operate 
under a budget, these agencies can pre-
vent permanent damage from the arbi-
trary sequester cuts. 

Madam Speaker, I represent Texas’ 
25th Congressional District, which in-
cludes a large portion of Fort Hood— 
one of the largest military installa-
tions in the world. The United States 
Army estimates $291 million in cuts for 
Fort Hood, including nearly 600 civilian 
jobs and nearly 30,000 jobs statewide. 

This is preventable. And quite frank-
ly, it’s totally unacceptable. We 
shouldn’t have to move a third bill in 
the House before the Senate finally 
acts. It’s time for President Obama to 
drop the politics and campaign speech-
es and do something. Putting our pub-
lic safety, national security and econ-
omy at risk by letting the sequester 
pass without preventative action is 
reckless and destructive. Our troops, 
our businesses, and our families de-
serve better. Americans expect our 
President to lead. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, February 25, 2013. 
Hon. BARACK H. OBAMA, 
The White House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR PRESIDENT OBAMA: I am writing to 
express my outrage over the proposed cuts to 
the Department of Defense as part of the se-
questration phase of the Budget Control Act 
of 2011. As commander-in-chief of the U.S. 
military, your inaction to prevent these cuts 
from happening to our military and their 
families is unconscionable. 
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In the 112th Congress, the House of Rep-

resentatives passed two bills, H.R. 5652, the 
Sequester Replacement Reconciliation Act 
of 2012 and H.R. 6684, the Spending Reduction 
Act of 2012 which would have canceled the se-
quester of approximately $98 billion in dis-
cretionary defense, discretionary non-de-
fense, and mandatory defense FY2013 spend-
ing. Neither bill was even considered by the 
U.S. Senate. The House of Representatives 
shouldn’t have to move a third bill before 
you or the Senate finally acts. 

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta re-
cently stated, ‘‘If sequester happens, it is 
going to badly damage the readiness of the 
United States of America. We have the most 
powerful military force on the face of the 
earth right now. It is important in terms of 
providing stability and peace in the world. If 
sequester goes into effect, and we have to do 
the kind of cuts that will go right at readi-
ness, right at maintenance, right at training, 
we are going to weaken the United States. 
And make it much more difficult for us to 
respond to the crises in the world.’’ 

Gen. Martin Dempsey went further in re-
cent testimony before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee and stated that seques-
tration would put our military on a path 
where the ‘‘force is so degraded and so un-
ready’’ that it would be ‘‘immoral to use the 
force.’’ 

Mr. President, I represent the 25th Con-
gressional District of Texas which includes a 
large portion of Fort Hood—one of the larg-
est military installations in the world. The 
United States Army estimates $291 million 
in cuts for Fort Hood including nearly 600 ci-
vilian jobs, and nearly 30 thousand jobs 
statewide. This is preventable! Let’s cut the 
nonsense—drop the politics, drop the cam-
paign speeches, and do something. 

We shouldn’t put our national security, 
public safety, and the economy at risk by 
letting the sequester pass without preventa-
tive action. Our troops, our businesses, and 
our families deserve better. Mr. President, 
Americans expect you to lead. 

Sincerely, 
ROGER WILLIAMS, 

Member of Congress. 
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SEQUESTER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SINEMA. Madam Speaker, my 
State, Arizona, has made tremendous 
sacrifices in the struggle to stand 
strong through our Nation’s fiscal cri-
sis. Today, Arizona is last in education 
funding, last in retail growth, and first 
in home foreclosures. 

I’m proud to say, however, that Ari-
zonans are resilient. We are tough. Our 
State was forged out of rugged 
frontierism—we’re independent and we 
have deep respect for the traditions 
that make us Arizona. We’ve never 
shrunk from a tough fight and we’ve 
never been afraid to roll up our sleeves 
and work hard. Right now, we’re work-
ing hard to climb out of the recession 
that we all face together. It hasn’t 
been easy, but we’re doing it. 

Arizona is sixth in the Nation for de-
fense sector jobs. Most of these are pri-
vate sector jobs. Employers have come 
to Arizona because of our people and 
our work ethic. We innovate and com-
pete alongside booming defense States 
like California, Texas, and Virginia. 

Employers are hiring thousands of 
skilled workers from our communities. 
Our State is a vital resource to our Na-
tion’s military readiness. We were able 
to get there through hard work, inno-
vative thought, and intense collabora-
tion between community and industry 
partners. 

In the greater Phoenix area, our 
economy is currently growing steadily 
at the rate of 3 percent, but the deep 
cuts, known as the sequester, would 
cut our growth in half. In fact, Arizo-
na’s potential job losses caused by se-
questration rank 13th among all U.S. 
States. These losses will be felt by fam-
ilies working in Arizona’s defense sec-
tor and military base operations. These 
are skilled, middle class jobs. 

Of the nearly 50,000 jobs that we ex-
pect to lose in Arizona from the seques-
ter, approximately 35,000 are linked to 
military readiness and base operations. 
Furloughs will affect 10,000 civilian 
workers, and Arizonans will experience 
a devastating $52 million pay cut. 

I come home each week and I talk 
about the work that we’re doing in 
Congress, but most of the time I come 
home to listen. A few weeks ago, I had 
the opportunity to listen to plant engi-
neers at General Dynamics in Scotts-
dale. They showed me the high-tech 
and innovative defense products that 
were coming right out of our own com-
munity, built and programmed by our 
friends and neighbors. This type of in-
novation in our own backyard is the fu-
ture of our State, and that future is in 
danger. 

Last week, a bipartisan group of city 
elected officials, business leaders, and 
community advocates gave me a mes-
sage to bring back to Congress. I’m 
proud of their joint effort, and I’m 
proud of their service to our commu-
nity. I consider it a privilege to deliver 
their message. 

In our State, we are concerned that 
Congress will turn the clock back on 
Arizona’s hard work and progress. We 
are worried about hardworking fami-
lies losing their jobs. 

As the granddaughter of a World War 
II veteran and a proud sister of a gun-
ner’s mate in the U.S. Navy today, I re-
member every day that it is our moral 
duty to do right by the men and women 
in uniform who risk their lives to keep 
us safe. 

Avoiding the sequestration should 
not be about partisanship or finger- 
pointing; it’s about jobs. It’s that sim-
ple. I stand with the dean of our 
State’s delegation, Senator JOHN 
MCCAIN, when I say that this sequester 
will be devastating for Arizona. It’s bad 
for hardworking Americans, and it 
turns a blind eye to my State’s proud 
efforts and proven perseverance. I af-
firm my commitment to working with 
anybody who’s willing to put our dif-
ferences aside and put the people we 
serve first. 

We still have time to stop this. Let’s 
roll up our sleeves together and get the 
work done. 

SEQUESTER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today because we have to get our 
fiscal house in order, but sequestration 
is not the way to do it. 

There is no question we need to ad-
dress our unsustainable debt and def-
icit. Our debt remains above 73 percent 
of GDP—up from 36 percent just 6 years 
ago—and our deficit still hovers just 
below $1 trillion. But the solution must 
be a big, balanced, and bipartisan def-
icit reduction plan modeled on plans 
like Cooper-LaTourette over a 10-year 
period, not the meat-ax approach of se-
questration. 

We can’t pursue deficit reduction at 
all costs. The cure shouldn’t be worse 
than the disease. The sequester will un-
dermine our growing—but still frag-
ile—economic recovery. 

The nonpartisan Congressional Budg-
et Office predicts sequestration would 
halve economic growth for 2013. An-
other study projects job loss in 2013 
alone would hit 2.1 million jobs, mostly 
from small businesses. We just went 
through this not more than 2 months 
ago, as we remember, the fiscal cliff. 
Sadly, we seem no wiser for that expe-
rience. We continue to bicker rather 
than plan; we posture rather than ne-
gotiate; we delay rather than decide. 
We go from one crisis to the next, 
thereby threatening our economy and 
further undermining the public’s ten-
uous faith in its political institutions. 

We lack a comprehensive approach to 
just about every challenge we face, in-
cluding climate change, energy, trans-
portation, health care, social insur-
ance, defense spending, immigration 
reform and gun violence. It is manage-
ment by paralysis. It’s budgeting with 
a meat cleaver. It’s absurd, and it has 
to end. 

The sequester lops off $1.2 trillion 
from the Federal budget over the next 
decade, cutting $85 billion just this 
year. 
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Over the last week, I have met with 
dozens of groups for whom the seques-
ter is not some abstract budgeting 
term. For these organizations and peo-
ple back in my district, sequestration 
will have real, damaging effects. 

I met with the AIDS Foundation of 
Chicago, which explained that under 
sequestration in Illinois, 125 AIDS-af-
flicted families will lose their housing. 
Another 613 people in Illinois won’t re-
ceive their medication through the 
AIDS Drug Assistance program, which 
will be cut by $3 million. I also met 
with the Illinois Partners for Human 
Service and heard from the Ounce of 
Prevention Fund. Both groups in-
formed me that 4,000 children in Illi-
nois won’t receive Head Start services 
under sequestration. Thanks to seques-
tration, 4,100 college students in Illi-
nois won’t receive Federal work-study 
assistance. 
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