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I hope every Member of this House
will commit themselves to getting
back to the work we were sent here to
do and delivering real results for our
constituents.

———
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. BERA of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BERA of California. Mr. Speaker,
it is day 16, and I am cautiously opti-
mistic that the shutdown ends today
and that we begin to restore the full
faith and credit of our Nation.

Let’s get this done. First, let’s open
the government today. Second, let’s
pay our bills and make sure that the
world knows America always pays its
bills. Most importantly, now is the
time for us to come together and put a
real budget together, a budget that
brings Democrats and Republicans to-
gether, the best ideas out of both par-
ties, and really begins to deal with the
debt. We need a budget that begins to
strengthen Social Security and Medi-
care for today’s seniors, but also the
next generation of seniors, and a budg-
et that begins to create jobs and re-
stores the middle class in America.

Let’s work together as Democrats
and Republicans to put the American
people first. We now have that oppor-
tunity.

—————
OBAMACARE

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to talk about the basic
concept of fairness.

In July, the Obama administration
announced that it would be providing
Big Business a 1l-year reprieve from
having to comply with ObamaCare. The
White House indicated that this deci-
sion was made to give employers time
to adjust to what the Federal Govern-
ment was about to impose on them:
cover your employees with plans that
have been blessed by Washington, or be
fined.

It was a stunning move, a move some
have said was an admission that either
ObamaCare wasn’t ready for prime
time or that it was a political calcula-
tion that employers offloading their
employees’ health insurance would not
be rewarded in the 2014 elections. The
other possibility is that delaying the
employer mandate was simply the fair
thing to do.

Mr. Speaker, I would ask the Presi-
dent that if the delay is good enough
for Big Business, wouldn’t it also be
fair to delay the individual mandate
that every American must comply
with, or be fined?

———
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. NOLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, the time is
long overdue for us to put an end to
this government shutdown and the tre-
mendously harmful effects it has had
on the people in our great Nation.

We need to get behind the Senate’s
reasonable, bipartisan plan that has
been put together to open up our gov-
ernment, pay our bills, and put an end
to this shutdown.

Failure, by the way, means that 5
million disabled veterans won’t receive
their benefits in November. Failure
means that 10 million Americans won’t
receive their Social Security checks on
October 23, and 26 million more people
will not get their Social Security
checks on November 1. Failure means
$36,000 in additional interest on an av-
erage home loan and an additional
$1,000 on an average student loan. Fail-
ure means hundreds of thousands of
public employees won’t get paid, with
the businesses and the jobs and the
people they serve being at enormous
risk.

Mr. Speaker, the simple truth is that
we need to end this government shut-
down and stop the harm and damage it
is causing.

———
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, it ap-
pears a negotiated proposal that is bi-
partisan will come to a vote before this
House today to end the government
shutdown and avert a debt default. The
American people surely are looking for
reassurance that their government will
offer them the security and depend-
ability that they expect.

Our citizens expect a Nation that is
confident and certain, not unsteady
and uncertain. With the expectation
that this compromise from the Senate
will now be brought before the House,
the Dow today already is up 200 points.
That is what America wants—a grow-
ing economy, job creation here at
home, a government run efficiently as
part of a larger whole in which we all
have a stake. As our Nation grows
itself out of the deepest recession in
modern history, the least any Member
can do is do no harm.

A working bipartisan majority here
in this House holds the power to govern
this Nation. All it needs is the will.
Frankly, the world depends on the cer-
tainty of the U.S. dollar. Let’s get back
to regular order. America’s challenge is
to grow our economy and the jobs that
go with it.

Mr. Speaker, let’s vote to end the
shutdown today, pay our bills, and get
America back to work for the Amer-
ican people. It is overtime.

————

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, while I
hope today is the last day of the sense-
less government shutdown, I want to
share a part of a letter from one of my
constituents, Lindsay Smith, a medical
student and 2nd lieutenant in the Air
Force’s Health Professions Scholarship
Program.

She writes:

On October 15, I woke up anxious. I took a
shower, ate breakfast, and right before I left
for class, I held my breath and checked my
bank account—no deposit.

I am not getting paid during this ridicu-
lous government shutdown game of chicken.
Today, I got to call my electric and cell
phone providers to ask for an extension of
my mid-month bills. Ensuring I eat has be-
come the most pressing issue in my life.

I wish more than anything that I could
share my story with those Members of Con-
gress who are keeping this stupid shutdown
charade going. The Affordable Care Act has
passed all three levels of government. That’s
how democracy works.

Because our elected representatives
couldn’t think about the big picture and in
light of the Republican Party agenda to
block anything and everything coming out of
the Oval Office, thousands of Federal em-
ployees and non-Active Duty military mem-
bers are having to make the choice between
eating and paying bills.

The pettiness is messing up people’s lives,
the people who support and defend you. You
should be endlessly ashamed of yourselves.

Thank you, Lieutenant Smith, for
letting us know and for reminding us of
the impact of our actions on real lives.

————

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, in New
Hampshire and across our country, we
continue to see how congressional dys-
function is damaging our economy.

The other day, I had a telephone
town hall to talk with my constituents
about how to end this gridlock. I spoke
with Nelson in Columbia, New Hamp-
shire, a veteran who fought for our
freedom in World War II. All he asked
is that Republicans and Democrats
stop fighting with each other.

If we do not end this shutdown soon,
on November 1, veterans like Nelson
will not receive over $6 billion in pen-
sion, education, and other benefits
they have earned. If we do not act now,
we will fail to pay our bills and will de-
fault on all of our obligations. This is
obviously unacceptable to the Amer-
ican people and to our economy.

Every day this shutdown continues is
a day that Congress does not focus on
growing the economy, fostering job
creation, and expanding opportunity
for the middle class.

It is long past time for Republicans
and Democrats to come together, and
that is why I am proud to be a founding
member of United Solutions, a group of
new Members who is working together
and will vote today to reopen our gov-
ernment, pay our bills, and move our
country forward.
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PROTEIN SCIENCES

(Ms. ESTY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, this shut-
down is hurting families and businesses
in my district and across the country.
It must end.

Protein Sciences in Meriden is a
prime example of the many cutting-
edge businesses driving economic de-
velopment in central Connecticut.
Their mission is of critical importance
to the entire Nation. For the last 30
years, they have been developing and
producing lifesaving vaccines to treat
and prevent a variety of diseases.

The FDA previously approved Pro-
tein Sciences’ Flublok vaccine for 18-
to 49-year-olds, calling it a ‘‘landmark
in influenza vaccine history.”” But with
FDA officials and employees now on
furlough, Protein Sciences can’t get
approval for their revolutionary flu
vaccine for Americans 50 years and
older, increasing the chance that the
vaccine won’t be available for next
year’s flu season. The FDA and Protein
Sciences can’t fulfill their mission of
saving lives because of the irrespon-
sible shutdown.

Mr. Speaker, let’s come together to
end this shutdown today to give busi-
nesses in all of our districts certainty
and to ensure that businesses like Pro-
tein Sciences can get back to their
work of Kkeeping our families healthy
and of saving lives.

———

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, as the ranking
member on the Joint Economic Com-
mittee, I would like to call your atten-
tion to this recent report. It is sub-
titled, ‘“Ten Ways the Shutdown is
Hurting the Economy.”

Its findings are rather sobering.

The report makes it clear that the
shutdown acts as a serious drag on our
economy. Economists have testified be-
fore the committee that 3 or 4 weeks of
a shutdown would reduce the country’s
gross domestic product by 1.4 percent-
age points. We are now entering the
third week.

The shutdown harms not only Fed-
eral workers, but also the private sec-
tor. If it persists, it will reduce tourism
revenue, cause contractors to lay off
employees; the housing market will
suffer, and public health services will
feel its effects. The shutdown hurts ev-
eryone, from vulnerable mothers and
children to ranchers, farmers, and agri-
cultural exporters.

We are close to ending this crisis, and
as the JEC points out in this report, it
could not end faster. It is hurting our
economy.
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TIME FOR SOLUTIONS

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, $17 tril-
lion is our national debt. $800 billion is
how much we spend more than we take
in. We pay $280 billion a year just on
interest payments on the money that
we borrow. Those are the real numbers,
and that is why House Republicans
have spent much of these past 2 weeks
talking about debt, deficits, and Fed-
eral spending.

House Republicans know what is
driving America’s debt. It is our reck-
less spending by legislators here in
Washington. The American people
know this, too. A recent Bloomberg
poll found that 61 percent of Americans
think it is right to include spending
cuts with a debt limit increase.

This is not just a Republican prob-
lem. Vice President JOE BIDEN, while
serving in the Senate, protested
against adding to America’s debt with-
out ‘‘taking positive steps to slow its
growth.”

Mr. Speaker, that is what this debate
has been about, and we will continue to
work hard to make that happen.

O 1230
WE MUST STAY OUR COURSE

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, Day 16
of the shutdown; 1 day to the debt
limit deadline. The question is: Are we
close to a resolution?

We have to stay the course. On Octo-
ber 5, by a unanimous vote of 407-0 in
this House, we passed retroactive pay
for all Federal workers. On October 8,
by a unanimous vote of 420-0 in this
House, we passed pay for the essential
workers. The Federal workers will be
paid, so the people cannot be forced to
suffer anymore. That is just common
sense.

Mr. Speaker, we must keep our
course on the resolution, on the de-
fault. An example in Hawaii: 217,678
seniors and disabled workers rely on
Medicare. What would happen to them
if a default were to occur?

We must stay our course, Mr. Speak-
er. We must have a resolution. We
must vote for the people of this great
Nation.

———

DAY 16 OF THE REPUBLICAN
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Ms. VELAZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, day
16 of the Republican government shut-
down: children across the country are
being turned away from Head Start
educational services; our small busi-
nesses are seeing a loss in demand for
their services; and local economies are
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suffering. Americans are finding it
harder to finance the purchase of a new
home, placing a damper on the housing
market, a cornerstone of our national
economy. In New York, alone, 50,000
workers are furloughed, holding back
on purchases that will help stimulate
our local economy.

Now we approach another deadline
and the possible default of the Federal
debt. Allowing this to happen will be
the height of Republican irrespon-
sibility, causing havoc in our capital
markets and costing American jobs.

All of this could end today if our col-
leagues would simply allow a vote.
Stop playing political games. We need
to reopen the government and pay the
bills Congress previously authorized.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
have seen enough. The time for talk is
over. Let’s vote to end this today.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. PATE, one
of his secretaries.

———

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
SIGNIFICANT NARCOTICS TRAF-
FICKERS CENTERED IN COLOM-
BIA—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 113-66)

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of
the United States; which was read and,
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, referred to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to sig-
nificant narcotics traffickers centered
in Colombia declared in Executive
Order 12978 of October 21, 1995, is to
continue in effect beyond October 21,
2013.

The circumstances that led to the
declaration on October 21, 1995, of a na-
tional emergency have not been re-
solved. The actions of significant nar-
cotics traffickers centered in Colombia
continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity, foreign policy, and economy of
the United States and to cause an ex-
treme level of violence, corruption, and
harm in the United States and abroad.
For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive
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