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history of the United States has ever
failed to pay its bills. It will be the Re-
publican House majority that has
failed America for the first time in
American history by refusing to pay
our bills, not because we don’t have the
money, not because we are not good for
it, but because their political ideology
dictates that, so they are sacrificing
our Nation.

Here is what is going to happen. We
don’t know all, but we do know a few
things. We know there will be higher
interest rates and less access to busi-
ness loans needed to finance payrolls.
We know the businesses that want to
build inventories and invest in equip-
ment and in construction are going to
face higher interest rates. It is going to
cost more to do that. We know it is es-
timated that there are about 3.4 mil-
lion veterans who may see their dis-
ability benefits in jeopardy. We will see
catastrophic economic effects to our
economy. We could see the average
home buyer pay an extra $100 a month.

Mr. Speaker, I will just close by say-
ing this: we have to get our business in
order, and I urge Republican moderates
to join with us to reopen the govern-
ment and to pay this country’s debts.

——————

LET US VOTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. HUFFMAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, this is
a critical moment for the 113th Con-
gress of the United States. We have an
opportunity to let this House work its
will, to end the government shutdown,
to protect the full faith and credit of
our country, to show the whole world
that after a 3-week bout with insanity,
the duly elected Representatives of the
people in this Congress finally came to
their senses.

But I am concerned that that is not
where we are heading here in the 11th
hour of this crisis as we approach the
precipice of the debt ceiling and the
prospect of default. Instead of working
together to develop a budget that
would work for Americans, my col-
leagues across the aisle in the Repub-
lican Party continue to let reckless
ideologues drive their agenda and drive
all of us further into a national crisis.

I have the honor of serving on the
Budget Committee; and along with
Ranking Member VAN HOLLEN, the
Democratic members of that com-
mittee have been calling since the
spring for a conference committee so
that we could actually work out a
budget that could work for both parties
and for the American people, but the
GOP leadership in this House has re-
fused to appoint conferees, has refused
to go into that negotiation. Why did
they do that? Because they preferred
the strategy of taking us to this point,
into this crisis with the government
shutdown, up to the edge of the cliff
with the possibility of default because
they wanted to maximize their lever-
age.
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Why have they shut down the govern-
ment? Why have they put us in this po-
sition? Well, we heard for months that
it was their obsession with the Afford-
able Care Act, with repealing, delaying,
defunding ObamaCare. Yet all of a sud-
den, 3 weeks into this crisis, the goal-
posts are moving. It is not so much
about ObamaCare. Sometimes it is in,
and sometimes it is out on their list of
demands. What about the deficit and
the debt? Sometimes that is part of the
stated reason for this manufactured
crisis.

Back to ObamaCare. There is no
question about it that the CBO says
that moving forward with the Afford-
able Care Act will actually improve our
deficit, will actually help us better
manage our long-term debt. We know
that there are all sorts of things that
we could do together if reducing the
deficit and managing our debt was the
goal. For example, we could pass bipar-
tisan comprehensive immigration re-
form, which again the CBO tells us
would lower our deficits, lower our na-
tional debt, but that doesn’t seem to
really be what this Republican-manu-
factured crisis is all about.

It calls to mind the farewell address
of our first President—the Founder of
our country, George Washington—who
warned about political parties who
were at war with their own govern-
ment. He warned about factions that
were driven to defeat other factions by
the spirit of revenge and dissension and
how that itself would become a fright-
ful form of despotism.

Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that we
are walking very close to that awful
scenario that our first President dread-
ed. Now we are hearing a bit of good
news from the other House that Sen-
ator REID and Senator MCCONNELL are
close to a bipartisan agreement to help
resolve this crisis. I have no doubt
there would be enough votes in this
House to pass that kind of agreement.

So to my Republican friends, let us
vote on that deal or, even better, let us
vote on the clean CR that has been
pending in this House for weeks that
could get us out of this crisis. It would
temporarily fund the government at
Republican funding levels while we
work on a longer-term budget solution.
Let us vote.

It seems to me that the GOP needs to
simply take ‘‘yes’ for an answer, allow
this House to work its will and get out
of this crisis. Unfortunately, we have
heard from Senator REID that there
were deals reached weeks ago. When
Speaker BOEHNER brought those deals
back to this House, he found that the
Tea Party faction in his caucus
wouldn’t support him, and, instead,
they chose to shut this government
down and take us into this crisis. They
did something worse than that. They
rigged the rules of this House with the
so-called martial law that has pre-
vented Democrats from offering any al-
ternatives, any off-ramps for this cri-
sis. They shut down the government,
and they hardwired it to stay shut
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down, and now, like the dog that fi-
nally catches the car, my Republican
friends don’t know what to do with the
situation they have created.

I have a suggestion. Instead of con-
tinuing to grope for overreaching con-
cessions and fig leafs, cut your losses.
Admit that this scorched-Earth poli-
tics of obstruction—this war against
the very government that you were
sent here to govern—is a bad idea. Let
us vote on solutions to end this crisis.

We don’t even need an apology for all
of the damage you have caused—for the
$160 million a day that has undermined
our economic recovery and economic
losses from this shutdown. We don’t
even need an apology for the thousands
of Federal employees indefinitely fur-
loughed, for the national parks and for-
ests that have been shuttered, for the
loans to farmers and families, who are
trying to purchase homes, that have
been held up. We don’t need you to
apologize for halting lifesaving re-
search, for any of that.

Just let us vote to end this crisis. If
you don’t, don’t bother apologizing, be-
cause the American people will never
forgive the damage you have done to
this country and to our standing in the
world.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 42
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER

Reverend Andrew Hofer, OP, Domini-
can House of Studies, Washington,
D.C., offered the following prayer:

All powerful and merciful God, we
ask You to put forth Your spirit of
blessings upon the world which You
have freely made, this Nation, which
trusts in You, and upon all here on
Capitol Hill who turn to You.

We have been wrong and we have
sinned. Give us all a share of Your wis-
dom and Your mercy. Enlighten us so
that we can turn from our error and
live by the power of Your truth.
Strengthened by You, may we stand
united in necessary matters, acknowl-
edge liberty in doubtful matters, and
be charitable in all matters.

We ask this of You, the source of all
unity, liberty, and charity, to whom be
glory and honor now and forever.

Amen.
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THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from California (Mr. SWALWELL) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. SWALWELL of California led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

LEGISLATIVE PROCESS IS CRU-
CIAL TO REOPEN GOVERNMENT’S
DOORS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the Federal Government has
been shut down for 15 days. For 15 days,
the President and Senate Democrats
have made very few attempts to work
with the House to reopen the govern-
ment’s doors. Washington Democrats
have not been willing to meaningfully
negotiate with House Republicans who
voted four times to avoid the fiscal cri-
sis.

Time is ticking. The people of South
Carolina’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict are hurting due to Washington
Democrats’ inability to engage in the
legislative process. On behalf of the Sa-
vannah River Site employee in Aiken
who is at risk of additional cuts to his
hardworking paycheck, and the young
family in Columbia who has been de-
nied access to a medical trial that
could potentially save their daughter’s
life, we should reopen the government,
which promotes jobs.
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House Republicans understand the
risk at stake. That is why we support
commonsense proposals that will avoid
national default and reopen the govern-
ment’s doors.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

STAND UP TO THE EXTREMISTS

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
personally ashamed at the political
sideshow in front of the White House
perpetrated by Ms. Palin and Senator
CRUZ and his congressional allies. For
Members to protest against the con-
sequences of a shutdown they, them-
selves, caused is the height of hypoc-
risy. The truth is we could pass a clean
continuing resolution today and get
our government back to work.

I was outraged by some of the im-
agery we saw from the Tea Partiers
who were rallying in front of the White
House. Calling for the President’s im-
peachment not a year after his reelec-
tion by a large majority of the Amer-
ican people and continued lies about
the President’s religion, including one
participant saying, Put the Quran
down, have no place in civil discourse.

But I was especially disturbed by the
waving of the Confederate flag, a sym-
bol of racial oppression, being waved at
our first African-American President.

I call on my colleagues to condemn
this hateful rhetoric and to renounce
these fringe voices within their coali-
tion.

This is a shameful display of Mem-
bers on the other side of the aisle, and
they ought to stand up—the majority—
to the extremists in their own party, as
we have with our own party, and stop
trying to hold the government and full
faith and credit of the United States
Government hostage.

———

CONFEDERATE FLAG RALLY

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, this shutdown is shining a
light and showing the world some of
the extreme members of the Tea Party.
This weekend, Tea Party Senators TED
CRUZ and MIKE LEE led a rally on the
National Mall where one of their
speakers, Freedom Watch founder
Larry Klayman, called on President
Obama to ‘‘leave town, put the Quran
down, and come out with your hands
up'n

The rally moved to the White House
where Tea Partyers waved the Confed-
erate flag in front of the President’s
home. The picture is unnerving; it is
despicable; and it is not the same flag
that we just pledged allegiance to in
this House. It does not depict an Amer-
ica whose seal reads: “E Pluribus
Unum’”—“Out of many, one.”
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To date, neither Senator nor any
member of the Tea Party Caucus in
this House has publicly denounced
these ugly, disgusting comments to-
ward our President. I respectfully ask
my friends across the aisle to do so.

We may disagree on many things in
this Chamber, but I sincerely believe
that no one in the Tea Party Caucus
believes that this display outside the
President’s house is acceptable. Con-
demn this behavior. If you don’t and
you let it go, you are condoning it.

“Out of many, one”’—“E Pluribus
Unum.” As one America, let’s de-
nounce this. It is time to come to-
gether.

————

LET’S DEAL WITH OUR DEBT AND
OUR DEFICIT

(Mr. BERA of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BERA of California. Mr. Speaker,
day No. 15.

Today is day No. 15 of the govern-
ment shutdown. We are less than 48
hours away from defaulting on our
bills. We have never done that in the
history of the United States of Amer-
ica.

Mr. Speaker, if we don’t pay our
bills, that would be reckless behavior
and that would be irresponsible.

But we are seeing some progress.

First, it seems like both the House
and the Senate have agreed to open up
government until January 15. Let’s
make that happen.

Second, it seems like both the House
and the Senate agree to lift the debt
ceiling until February 7. Let’s make
that happen.

But let’s do step number three, which
says, let’s set a budget process in place
that negotiates a budget that starts to
deal with our debt and our deficit so we
can get out of this crisis mode and
start getting about the business of cre-
ating jobs.

Mr. Speaker,
leadership.

Mr. Speaker, we are close. Let’s get
this done for the American people.

——

LET’S OPEN THE GOVERNMENT

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
Abraham Lincoln offered these words:

The rule of a minority as a permanent ar-
rangement is wholly inadmissible so that re-
jecting the minority principle, anarchy or
despotism in some form is all that is left.

I think we have come to the point of
recognizing that it is important to rep-
resent the majority of Americans, the
majority of veterans, who in some
short order may be questioning wheth-
er or not their veterans or their dis-
ability check or their family’s SSI or
their mother’s Social Security will
come in an appropriate time.

The Secretary of the Veterans Ad-
ministration already said that he has

now is the time for
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