
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6566 October 12, 2013 
the people do not want. And that is 
what we are dealing with, Mr. Speaker. 
We are dealing with this shutdown for 
no basis, because you have abandoned 
ObamaCare now. There is no ultimate 
plan. 

We have the looming debt ceiling cri-
sis, which is what Wall Street is even 
more concerned about than anything 
else, and what we should all be con-
cerned about, because the full faith and 
credit of the United States should 
never be in question and should never 
be in jeopardy because we can cause a 
recession worldwide with that action. 
There is no plan. There is no plan. 

You wanted to show that you could 
shut down government, Mr. Speaker, so 
you won. You shut it down. But now, 
now you must plan how to open it. And 
that has been always the criticism of 
our great country, that we always lack 
exit strategies, and this is another ex-
ample of a lack of an exit strategy. 
You win the shutdown, but how do you 
open up? That is the question, Mr. 
Speaker. And that is the question that 
only you can answer to the people of 
this great Nation. And only you can 
answer to the people of this great Na-
tion why, why you have taken away 
the ultimate form of representative 
government by abdicating the right to 
bring this most critical measure to this 
floor to one person or his designee. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

UNEQUAL APPLICATION OF 
FEDERAL LAW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. WHITFIELD) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, one of 
the basic premises of our U.S. Con-
stitution and form of government is 
equal protection under the law and 
equal protection and equal application 
of the law. Now the Obama administra-
tion has developed a reputation of un-
equal application of Federal laws. For 
example, Jon Stewart, the talk show 
host, recently interviewed Secretary of 
Health and Human Services Kathleen 
Sebelius, and he asked her a question 
that many Americans have been ask-
ing, and that was: Why has the Obama 
administration given waivers and extra 
time to companies and labor unions so 
that they do not have to meet the 
deadlines required by ObamaCare, but 
he is unwilling to give that waiver and 
the same additional time to individ-
uals? 
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Now, we know that under the law, in-
dividuals are required to buy insur-
ance; and if they do not buy insurance, 
then they will have to pay a penalty or 
a fine. That was a question that many 
people have been asking. That’s been 

part of the debate, by the way, of this 
continuing resolution, as well as the 
debt ceiling issue. Why cannot individ-
uals be given additional time and con-
sideration to meet this law, but you do 
give time to companies and labor 
unions? That is an unequal application 
of Federal law. By the way, Secretary 
Sebelius could not answer that ques-
tion. 

Now, just as the administration fa-
vors companies and unions over indi-
viduals in that context of ObamaCare, 
the administration is also giving spe-
cial favors to the wind industry in the 
energy sector. For example, the Bald 
and Golden Eagle Protection Act and 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act have 
been enforced for many years by Fed-
eral prosecutors in America. To give 
you an example, we all are very much 
aware of the tremendous oil spill in the 
gulf a few years ago. Well, British Pe-
troleum Company was fined $100 mil-
lion for killing migratory birds. 

We have a number of former Federal 
prosecutors in the U.S. Congress, and I 
was talking to one of them just yester-
day. He was telling me about a case 
that he had down in North Carolina in 
which an individual shot and killed an 
eagle, and that gentleman was pros-
ecuted by the Federal Government, 
fined $100,000, and had to forfeit some 
profits from his timber company. And 
so the Federal Government has been 
quite forceful in the protection of ea-
gles and also migratory birds. 

Now, wind projects, and I’m quoting 
now from an article that appeared in 
the paper just a couple days ago, wind 
projects routinely violate the Bald and 
Golden Eagle Protection Act and the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, but not one 
wind farm in America has ever faced a 
single prosecution or paid one penny in 
fines. As I said, BP alone paid a $100 
million fine for killing migratory 
birds. 

I could also quote a utility company 
in Wyoming in which some eagles were 
electrocuted, and that company paid a 
$200,000 or $300,000 fine. 

According to studies by the Fish and 
Wildlife Service and other groups, wind 
turbines overall kill over 573,000 birds 
each year, including over 83,000 birds of 
prey. Now, that’s according to a study 
this March in the Wildlife Society Bul-
letin. 

So the Federal Government, under 
this administration, is not prosecuting 
violations of these Federal laws be-
cause of their favor of the wind indus-
try. But worse than that, now the De-
partment of the Interior has notified 
through a publication on September 27 
in the Federal Register that they are 
going to pass a regulation so that wind 
companies cannot be prosecuted for 
killing eagles and migratory birds in 
most circumstances. So they haven’t 
been prosecuting under existing laws, 
and now we are going to pass a regula-
tion to give them additional protec-
tions. 

As this article says, there are two 
scandals here. First, wind turbines are 
killing legally protected eagles in the 
name of slowing climate change, but 
whatever reductions in carbon dioxide 
emissions that may be occurring—and 
I’m not going to go through all the 
facts and figures here in this article— 
but whatever emissions may be occur-
ring is equivalent, according to this ar-
ticle, to a baby’s burp in a hurricane. 

And then, second, the wind energy in-
dustry is lobbying to extend a produc-
tion tax credit, the 2.2 cent-per-kilo-
watt-hour subsidy, that has caused 
windmills to be built in America. With-
out that subsidy, it is doubtful any 
would be built; but last year, the sub-
sidy was extended for an additional 
year at a cost to taxpayers of $12 bil-
lion. Now another 1-year extension is 
being lobbied for by the industry. That 
would cost an additional $6.1 billion. So 
it is bad enough that this wind indus-
try wants to continue killing eagles 
with impunity, but now they are ask-
ing the taxpayers to give them the 
money so that they can do it. 

Now, as chairman of the Energy 
Committee, unlike President Obama, I 
genuinely do believe and understand 
that we need an all-of-the-above policy 
on energy. We need renewable energy, 
we need windmills, we need solar pan-
els, we need nuclear, we need natural 
gas, and we need coal. But to exempt 
one industry from Federal laws because 
they are favored by this administration 
is not what America is all about. 

Now the President goes all over the 
country talking about an all-of-the- 
above energy policy; but how many 
people in America know that because 
of his administration and regulations 
at EPA, America is the only country in 
the world where you cannot build a 
new coal-powered plant. And yet even 
in Europe, which is known as a green 
energy sector, they have on the draw-
ing board 60 gigatons of new coal-fired 
plants, and we continue to export more 
coal today than we ever have to other 
countries that recognize they have to 
have coal to be competitive in the 
global marketplace because coal does 
produce low-cost electricity. 

But, as I said, unlike the President, I 
genuinely believe we need everything; 
but I do not believe that any industry, 
certainly not the wind industry or any 
other industry, should be exempt from 
Federal laws that protect endangered 
species—migratory birds and eagles— 
that are the symbol of this great coun-
try. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO (at the request of 
Ms. PELOSI) for today on account of of-
ficial business in district. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 37 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 

House adjourned until Monday, Octo-
ber 14, 2013, at noon for morning-hour 
debate. 

h 
EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the third quarter 
of 2012 and the third quarter of 2013 pursuant to Public Law 95–384 are as follows: 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 
2013 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

HOUSE COMMITTEES 
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return. ◊ 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. FRED UPTON, Chairman, Oct. 4, 2013. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2013 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Hon. Doc Hastings ................................................... 6 /30 7 /02 Turkey ................................................... .................... 1,334.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 1,334.00 
7 /03 7 /04 Azerbaijan ............................................. .................... 361.78 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 361.78 
7 /04 7 /05 Hungary ................................................ .................... 506.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 506.00 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 2,201.78 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... $2,201.78 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 

HON. DOC HASTINGS, Chairman, Oct. 2, 2013. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON RULES,HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2013 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

HOUSE COMMITTEES 
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return. ◊ 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. PETE SESSIONS, Chairman, Oct. 3, 2013. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2013 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

HOUSE COMMITTEES 
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return. ◊ 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. SAM GRAVES, Chairman, Oct. 7, 2013. 

(AMENDED) REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN APR. 
1 AND JUNE 30, 2012 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Hon. Luis V. Gutiérrez ............................................. 6 /29 6 /30 Europe ................................................... 252.95 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
6 /30 7 /03 Asia ....................................................... 720.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
7 /03 7 /05 Asia ....................................................... 622.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
7 /05 7 /06 Asia ....................................................... 372.07 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
7 /06 7 /07 Asia ....................................................... 399.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
7 /07 7 /08 Europe ................................................... 364.84 .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................

Hon. Devin Nunes .................................................... 8 /04 8 /06 Europe ................................................... .................... 513.67 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
8 /06 8 /07 Europe ................................................... .................... 326.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
8 /07 8 /08 Europe ................................................... .................... 378.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
8 /08 8 /08 Middle East .......................................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
8 /08 8 /10 Middle East .......................................... .................... 591.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
8 /10 8 /12 Middle East .......................................... .................... 474.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
8 /12 8 /13 Europe ................................................... .................... 392.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
8 /13 8 /15 Europe ................................................... .................... 569.76 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
8 /15 8 /18 Europe ................................................... .................... 1,706.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................

Commercial Airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 15,017.50 .................... .................... .................... ....................
George Pappas ........................................................ 8 /04 8 /06 Europe ................................................... .................... 513.67 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................

8 /06 8 /07 Europe ................................................... .................... 326.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
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