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Diego High School and went on to re-
ceive a bachelor’s degree in nursing
from the University of San Francisco.
She was commissioned in the United
States Army as a nurse corps officer,
where she served as a clinical staff
nurse on a medical surgical unit.

The commander of the Ranger bat-
talion, Lieutenant Colonel Patrick
Ellis, said, ‘‘She was a talented mem-
ber of our team who lost her life while
serving her country in one of the most
dangerous environments in the world.
Her bravery and self-sacrifice were in
keeping with the highest traditions of
the T756th Ranger Regiment.” Her
awards and decorations are numerous,
including being awarded the Bronze
Star posthumously.

Madam Speaker, I know we all ex-
tend our deepest condolences to her
family and friends who have suffered
this tragic loss. Her loved ones will
continue to be in our thoughts and
prayers.

———

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY, JACK
MATES

(Mr. HECK of Nevada asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HECK of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, I
come to the floor today to recognize
and wish a happy birthday to World
War II veteran and Las Vegas Distin-
guished Flying Cross Chapter chairman
Jack Mates, who will celebrate his 90th
birthday on October 14.

Mr. Mates served in the United
States Army Air Force during World
War II and was a B-17 squadron leader
based out of Italy. He was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross for extraor-
dinary achievement while partici-
pating in aerial flight against the
enemy in the Mediterranean theater of
operations. According to his award ci-
tation, Lieutenant Mates consistently
displayed outstanding courage, aggres-
siveness, and intensive devotion to
duty throughout all engagements.

With his aircraft frequently severely
damaged by heavy enemy fire, Lieuten-
ant Mates courageously remained at
his station, battling his way through to
his targets to aid materially in the
utter destruction of vitally important
enemy installations and supplies.

After his honorable discharge, Jack
Mates worked closely with his father,
learning the marketing business, and
in 1959 was part of the group respon-
sible for the introduction of Velcro to
consumers across the United States. He
later became president and chief execu-
tive officer of Velcro USA in 1980, up-
holding his central role while helping
expand the brand until his retirement
in 1986.

Mr. Mates helped found the Distin-
guished Flying Cross Society in 1996 in
order to preserve the history and tradi-
tion of military aerial heroism. Since
that time, he has remained an active
participant in DFC society activities
and served as Las Vegas chapter chair-
man.
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According to friends and family,
Jack truly lived the American Dream
and embodies the reason we refer to his
generation as our greatest. It is with
great pleasure that I join Lieutenant
Jack Mates’ family and friends in wish-
ing him a very happy 90th birthday.

———
IT IS TIME TO VOTE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
hold in my hand a letter from the vet-
erans cemetery in Houston, Texas, that
is notifying us to indicate that, as of
October 15, this cemetery will have re-
duced staff and will have to reduce the
number of burials for our heroes who
all of us commit to honoring.

Mr. Speaker, our Federal employees
are locked out of serving the govern-
ment, of serving America. I just came
from visiting with the representatives
of thousands of Federal employees who
were out in the rain, begging to come
back to work. So the extreme faction
of Republicans that don’t want to open
the government and raise the debt ceil-
ing need to listen to the plea of those
people.

I am going to introduce today a reso-
lution that says that we will no longer
tie a legislative issue to the idea of
continuing to serve the American peo-
ple, keeping the government open, and
raising the debt ceiling. We have been
ready to talk. We have been ready to
cooperate. We have given in to their
number. We have done everything, as
Democrats, to be part of the American
leadership. Now, it is time to vote.
Unlock the door for the workers who
want to work for America.

———
THAT WOULD BE LEADERSHIP

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I am appreciative of the
57 Democrats in the House who have
consistently voted with Republicans to
pass targeted appropriation bills to
fund the Federal Government. I am dis-
appointed that so many House Demo-
crats have cast votes to support a con-
tinued shutdown.

Last night, the gentlewoman from
Washington, D.C., Delegate HELEANOR
HOLMES NORTON, a Democrat, con-
fronted President Obama over the Dis-
trict’s budget in a White House meet-
ing with the House Democratic con-
ference. Ms. HOLMES NORTON argued for
Senate Democrats and President
Obama to pass and sign the bill she
supported with Republicans to permit
the District of Columbia to utilize tax
revenue it collects to fund municipal
services during this shutdown.

Mr. Speaker, the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia is correct. It
is long past time for the Senate leader
to take up H.J. Res. 71 and all of the
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other bipartisan targeted appropriation
bills that have been passed out of the
House. By rolling the 11 House-passed
bills into one, more than half of the
partial government shutdown would be
over. The American people deserve as
much.

———
O 1215

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
CONGRESSMAN BILL YOUNG

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, one of
the great pleasures that I have had
serving in this august body is the peo-
ple with whom I have interacted over
the years, and one such person is Rep-
resentative BILL YOUNG.

Now, I know that we have a lot of
issues to be discussing, and I will be
discussing them, but I wanted to take
time out today to say how much I ap-
preciate serving with a gentleman
whom I have gotten to know, love, and
respect. He has been in this body for
over 42 years, and I have spent my bet-
ter than 20 years mostly serving on the
Appropriations Committee. It was a
great pleasure serving with BILL
YOUNG.

BILL has said to reporters that he is
a bit disappointed in the current state
of affairs. He says this is a different
Congress. He is right. It is going to be
even more so without his great service.

———

THE REPUBLICAN PLAN

(Mr. POSEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, most peo-
ple are shocked to learn that the House
and the Senate have already agreed on
a level of funding.

There are only two issues stopping
the shutdown from stopping right now:
number 1, make Congress and the
White House obey the same ObamaCare
laws as everybody else; and, number 2,
the President gave Big Business 1 year
off. We want families to have an oppor-
tunity for 1 year off.

Equal treatment for America’s fami-
lies who work hard and play by the
rules, that is the Republican plan. That
is what the argument is about.

To give special benefits only to big
corporations and special interests is
not fair, it is not right, and it is not
good for the United States of America.

——————

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today on behalf of the millions of
men, women, and children victimized
by domestic violence.
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This is an issue that is very personal
to me. Nine years ago, my cousin, Dr.
Robin Lynn Mitchell, my namesake,
was murdered in her sleep by her hus-
band in an act of domestic violence. A
few months later, a campaign volun-
teer of mine, Velton Lacefield, was
shot and killed by her husband in a
similar crime.

Their stories, however heart-
breaking, are, unfortunately, not
unique. These tragedies play out over
and over every day in our communities
across America. The National Network
to End Domestic Violence estimates
that three women are killed each day
as a result of domestic violence. It
touches just about every home, no
matter your ZIP code or your income
bracket. Nearly three-quarters of
Americans know a victim of domestic
violence.

But that is just the human toll. Do-
mestic violence also costs the TU.S.
economy over $8 billion annually in
emergency room visits, mental health
services, and lost productivity.

So as we observe Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, let’s commit our-
selves to working to put an end to
these tragedies, for Robin, for Velton,
for all of us.

———

THE OFFER STILL STANDS

(Mr. MCCLINTOCK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on
September 30, after two previous at-
tempts to keep the government fully
funded, House Republicans adopted a
measure that fully funded the govern-
ment, fully funded ObamaCare, but
simply delayed the individual mandate
for a year. Now, this proposal was sum-
marily rejected by House and Senate
Democrats, and the government shut
down.

Now, I can understand why they
might take that position. They actu-
ally thought the exchanges would
work, but they haven’t worked. They
have been a complete and unmitigated
disaster. And after more than 3 years
and $600 million of development costs,
they are far, far from being ready.

So, with this new experience, what is
so unreasonable about delaying the
mandate for a year while these prob-
lems are addressed?

This should be a win-win for every-
one—reopen the government and give
the Democrats’ signature program 1
year’s reprieve from complete collapse.
That is what Republicans offered on
September 30, and that offer still
stands.

——————

HOW THE GOVERNMENT SHUT-
DOWN IS HARMING THE PEOPLE
OF HOUSTON

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.

Speaker, I would like to associate my-
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self with the remarks of my colleague
and classmate from South Carolina on
how we will miss Chairman YOUNG. He
has been a great statesman in serving
our House.

But today I am here to talk about
how we are 10 days into the Republican
shutdown of the government services.
Every week the shutdown continues
cuts 0.3 percent of our gross domestic
product, and the stock market has
dropped 900 points in the last 2 weeks.
Now they want to hold the full faith
and credit of our country hostage.

This is how it is hurting our Houston
area economy:

Over 3,100 NASA employees at John-
son Space Center in Houston have been
furloughed as a result of the House ma-
jority’s refusal to keep the government
open;

The Small Business Administration
has closed its Houston office and is un-
able to issue grants and loans and serv-
ices to small business owners;

Houston’s regional VA center is
closed. The government shutdown has
forced VA to furlough 9,000 employees,
delaying processing of the VA benefits.

If the shutdown continues into late
October, payments for more than 3.8
million veterans will stop. We owe it to
our Nation’s veterans to make good on
our commitments to them, and we
can’t do this with closed facilities.

————
OBAMACARE? NO, THANK YOU.

(Mr. DESANTIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DESANTIS. Mr. Speaker, I am
trying to get my hands wrapped around
this ObamaCare thing.

The policy is: the IRS is going to tax
Americans unless they purchase a gov-
ernment-sanctioned product, which
they may not want, off a government-
run Web site, which costs $634 million
to create and does not work.

And what do they have to expect for
that, once they go through that process
and put their personal information
there?

One disclaimer in one State’s ex-
change goes as follows:

Any or all uses of this system and all files
on this system may be intercepted, mon-
itored, recorded, copied, audited, inspected,
and disclosed to authorized State govern-
ment and law enforcement personnel, as well
as authorized officials of other agencies,
both domestic and foreign.

Mr. Speaker, no, thank you.

———

IT IS TIME TO DO OUR JOBS

(Mr. POCAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, last night,
I spoke with a woman in Madison, a
Federal employee who works as an air
traffic controller and helps ensure the
safety of thousands every day, and she
asked me why should she be working
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when she doesn’t even know if or when
she will get paid—and I didn’t have a
reasonable answer for her.

I received a letter from a woman in
Baraboo who relies on Federal con-
tracts to run her small business. She
asked me how she is going to be able to
make payroll this month if the govern-
ment doesn’t pay its bills—and I didn’t
have a reasonable answer for her.

I don’t have a reasonable answer for
why the Wisconsin National Guard
can’t conduct its training, why local
small businesses can’t grow their busi-
ness and have loans through the Small
Business Administration, and why
113,000 infants, children, and pregnant
women can’t receive nutrition assist-
ance from the WIC program.

Mr. Speaker, it is time the GOP
House leadership starts acting like re-
sponsible Representatives. Let’s reopen
government; let’s prevent our country
from defaulting; and then let’s sit down
and negotiate our budget, as Demo-
crats have been requesting for the last
6 months. It is time to do our jobs.

——————

NEW ENTITLEMENT SPENDING

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today just to ask this simple question
to my colleagues here in the House and
to our counterparts in the Senate, and
that is simply this: Does it make sense
for us to speed ahead with $1.3 trillion
in new entitlement spending when our
country is in the middle of a debt crisis
and Medicare and Social Security are
on the brink of bankruptcy?

If the answer is ‘‘yes,” then you can
g0 home and explain that to your con-
stituents. If the answer is ‘‘no,”” maybe
we could explain why we are doing it.

———

STOP HURTING THE PEOPLE WE
CAME HERE TO HELP

(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday, I received this letter from
Lori Sywensky. She wrote:

As a Commissioner of the Northhampton
County, Pennsylvania, Housing Authority, I
wanted to make you aware that the County’s
Housing Authority issued layoff notices
today to over half of its staff members be-
cause of financial uncertainty created by the
government shutdown.

The next pay period would be payable on
November 1, 2013, and since we cannot assure
that there will be sufficient funds to honor
that payroll, it has been determined that
there is no legal choice other than to shut
down operations of the Housing Choice
Voucher Program and effect a temporary
layoff beginning on Monday, October 14, 2013.

If not resolved soon, over 500 landlords will
next be notified by the Housing Authority
that rent payments will not be issued, re-
sulting in lost income for them and potential
eviction for 637 families.

That is what she wrote.
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