October 9, 2013

Americans will have only the haziest idea
why.

I can only say to the families of
those five patriots who came back in a
flag-draped coffin, may we never for-
get. May we never forget that the war
in Afghanistan continues to go on and
on and probably will for the next 30
years. Come on, Congress, let’s get to-
gether. Let’s stop spending money in
Afghanistan. More important, let’s
stop sending our young men and
women to give their limbs and their
life.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, as I always
do, I ask God to please bless our men
and women in uniform. I ask God to
please bless the families of our men
and women in uniform. I ask God, in
His loving arms, to hold the families
who have given a child dying for free-
dom in Afghanistan and Iraq. I ask God
to bless us in the House and Senate,
bless the President, and, please, God,
three times, God, please, God, please,
God, please, continue to bless America.

————

PROVIDING RELIEF FOR AMERI-
CANS AFFECTED BY SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Mrs. BusTOS) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to once again speak out about
the human consequences and the reck-
less and irresponsible government
shutdown. Today it is day 9 into this
needless swirl of frustration and mad-
ness.

Yesterday I spent time on the tele-
phone talking with a woman whom I
am here to represent. She lives in a
small town called Roseville, Illinois. It
is in the southern part of my congres-
sional district. Her name is Sherri
Leath.

Sherri is a decades-long employee of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
and she serves as a food inspector. She
spent the first 4 years of her employ-
ment in a slaughterhouse, a beef
slaughterhouse. The last 6 years, she is
in the inspection area of a poultry and
a pork processing plant. This is not a
glamorous job, she is the first to admit
that, but she works very hard every
day, and she takes great pride in the
fact that she is making sure that our
food is safe and wholesome.

She has four children and six grand-
children, and she says she keeps them
in mind and she keeps all the children
in mind throughout this country as she
is inspecting in these plants and makes
sure, again, that this meat goes out
safe and wholesome.

So today she will drive. She has a
very long commute. She will spend
most of that time in a cooler that is at
most 45 degrees. And I would call some-
one like Sherri Leath an unsung hero,
because without people like Sherri,
who, again, are not receiving their pay
right now, our food supply would be in
jeopardy.

So she is going into work every day,
not taking home a paycheck, and she is
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worried at a deep level about her fam-
ily’s future. She has a husband named
Thomas, who is a school bus driver and
brings home $800 a month. This is not
enough for Sherri and Thomas Leath to
pay their bills.

So they have already discussed what
this government shutdown means to
their family. Step one for them, if the
paycheck doesn’t come, is they will tap
into their reserves, into their savings.
Step two, if it leads to that, they will
have to go into further credit card
debt. This is not what we should be
doing to people like Sherri and Thomas
Leath. This is not what we should be
doing to the hardworking Federal em-
ployees who want nothing more than
to do a good job, go to work, and re-
ceive fair pay. But this is the way it
has been for 9 days now.

We heard Congressman STENY HOYER
speak half an hour ago now, talking
about that we have an answer to this
right now. We have enough Republican
votes and we have enough Democratic
votes today, within the hour, as he ex-
plained it, to get the government up
and running again. We could imme-
diately—immediately, today—provide
relief for people like Sherri and Thom-
as Leath by reopening the government
right here and right now. We have a bi-
partisan path to do that.

I would say let’s do it. Let’s get at it
today and put these good, hardworking
people back to work and receiving fair
pay.

————

THE INCONVENIENT INCONSIST-
ENCY OF THE ADMINISTRA-
TION—DEBT LIMIT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker:

The fact that we are here today to
debate raising America’s debt limit is a
sign of leadership failure. It is a sign
that the TUnited States Government
cannot pay its debts. It is a sign that
we now depend on ongoing financial as-
sistance from foreign countries to fi-
nance our government’s reckless fiscal
policies.

That was a statement by Senator
Barack Obama in 2006.

Driving up our national debt from $5
trillion to $9 trillion is irresponsible. It
is unpatriotic.

Once again, Senator Barack Obama
in 2008:

Increasing America’s debt weakens
us domestically and internationally.
Leadership means that the buck stops
here. Instead, Washington is shifting
the burden of bad choices on to the
backs of our children and our grand-
children. America has a debt problem
and a failure of leadership. Americans
deserve better. I, therefore intend to
oppose the effort to increase America’s
debt limit.

Senator Barack Obama, 2006.

But that was then; this is now. The
President, last week, said, without an
increase in the borrowing limit, ‘‘the
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whole world will have problems.” In
other words, we are all going to die.
The sky is going to fall unless the
United States raises the debt limit.

He seems to be a little bit incon-
sistent on positions regarding the debt
limit. Of course, now the debt limit is
up to $17 trillion, double what he
talked about several years ago of not
raising.

So we find ourselves in a situation
where the President’s attitude seems
to be: I will not negotiate, except with
the Russians, the Syrians, the Iranians
about what is going on overseas. But I
will not negotiate, I will not talk to
the House of Representatives about
American issues.

It would seem to me, Mr. Speaker,
that things that are happening in the
United States are really just as impor-
tant as what is happening in Russia,
Syria, and Iran—but maybe not to the
administration.

The administration would rather be
in shutdown and lockdown for political
reasons than to talk, to negotiate, to
compromise, to even listen.

You know, Mr. Speaker, they say
that Nero fiddled while Rome burned.
It seems that the administration is in
bunker mentality while the United
States is in economic turmoil. And
where are we? We are in a situation
where there is no talking. And it seems
to me, the administration says it is our
fault. The President won’t talk to us.
The President has the habit, it seems,
to blame others on bad things that
happen and takes credit for things that
are always good.

But, in any event, I reemphasize the
President’s own words about why we
should not raise the debt limit: it is
reckless; it is irresponsible; it is unpa-
triotic; it hurts us domestically and
internationally; it is a failure of lead-
ership, and Americans deserve better.

I agree with that.

So since the President seems to be
somewhat inconsistent about his posi-
tions, why doesn’t he just talk to us?
Talk to us about the debt limit, the
continuing resolution, about America’s
issues, America’s policies, America’s
problems, and at least acknowledge
that the House of Representatives ex-
ists.

So I would suggest, Mr. Speaker,
when you get to talk to the President—
because I don’t get to talk to him—and
suggest that he come out of the White
House and meet with the people’s
House and quit fiddling around and
start talking to us so we can solve this
problem together.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

ECONOMIC HARM OF THE
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the ma-
jority party’s latest idea is to create a
supercommittee to figure out how to
reverse their Republican shutdown of
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government. Frankly, Congress doesn’t
need another committee. It only needs
the Speaker to unlock the Tea Party
chains put on regular committee order
and their function in this House. Let
the Appropriations Committee do its
job as mandated by our Constitution.
It can and will get the job done.

Though it is not my first preference,
we can begin by allowing a vote on a
clean continuing resolution, that is, al-
lowing the Senate bill which contains
the Republican budget mark of $986 bil-
lion to move forward. Though the
Democrats have expressed deep dismay
at that number as it is not what Demo-
crats had sought in discretionary ac-
counts, it speaks loudly to which party
is willing to compromise. And then if
the majority party does not like the
Affordable Care Act, use your real
power in the regular committee struc-
ture that you control to change it. But
closing down the entire government is
a sledgehammer when what you need is
merely a needle and thread.

Meanwhile, the Republican shutdown
is wreaking havoc on our economy.
More and more working Americans and
businesses are getting singed. How can
this be good? The Republican shutdown
costs the American people $12.5 million
each hour and $300 million a day. As of
today, the GOP shutdown has already
cost the American taxpayers over $2
billion. Is that responsible govern-
ment?

The Republican shutdown has caused
rising uncertainty about our economy.
It has already placed a downdraft on
our economic markets and job cre-
ation. Yesterday the Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average fell another 160 points.
This is part of a recent precipitous
slide which has seen the financial mar-
ket lose nearly 400 points this month
alone. Overall, the trend is strongly in
the wrong direction—down.

The International Monetary Fund, as
a result of the Republican shutdown,
cut its growth forecast for our econ-
omy by 0.3 percentage points to 2.9 per-
cent for this year and 3.6 percent for
next year. This surely will cost the
American economy more jobs going
forward.

The sapping of U.S. growth will be
felt globally, as U.S. economic slug-
gishness impacts other nations. Global
markets continue to fall as well, won-
dering what will happen to the value of
our Treasury bonds. Chaos and uncer-
tainty trigger poor markets. We sure
don’t need any more of that medicine.

There are over 800,000 Federal work-
ers who have been furloughed as a di-
rect result of the shutdown. They are
worrying about whether they can pay
their bills, pay their mortgage. NASA,
for example, had to furlough 97 percent
of its more than 18,000-person work-
force due to the closing of the govern-
ment.

At NASA’s Johnson Space Center in
Houston, only 100 of 3,150 civil servants
have not been furloughed. An addi-
tional 10,000 contractors with the John-
son Space Center will face being fur-
loughed.
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According to a local FOX affiliate,
the NASA Glenn Research Center in
Brook Park, Ohio, near Cleveland,
which I represent, has essentially fur-
loughed nearly all its 3,000 employees
at NASA’s key propulsion center. This
absolutely punches down the local
economy as well as the national.

The Republican shutdown has also
caused many more contractors who do
detailed work for our government to
lose their jobs. Defense contractors
like Boeing and Lockheed Martin have
had to furlough thousands of employ-
ees because the shutdown has halted
awards and payments to those compa-
nies.

The Republican shutdown hurts gov-
ernment agencies and weakens our na-
tional security. There are currently no
death benefits given to families of sol-
diers killed in action; medical treat-
ment for those in the military has been
scaled back; and furloughs are creating
backlogs for VA disability claims.

Mr. Speaker, just bring the clean
continuing resolution that has the Re-
publican budget number in it to a vote.
Reopen our government. Use the reg-
ular committees to work out any dif-
ficulties you have with the Affordable
Care Act. And, please, put America’s
economy back on an even keel.

———

LIVING WITHIN OUR MEANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Mexico (Mr. PEARCE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, words are
very powerful and words are important.
I hear the words from our President
and realize that he understands the im-
portance of words, also. In the past, he
has talked about debt, borrowing, and
spending, but now he talks about obli-
gations, because he understands that
““‘debt,” to the American public, is a
four-letter word. He doesn’t want to be
tagged with the fact that he is asking
for more debt, so now it is ‘‘obliga-
tions.” That is a word that has cleaned
up the concept that we are simply bor-
rowing against our future.

But even the word ‘‘borrowing’’ needs
to be looked at, because that assumes
that we have the credit to borrow with;
and the truth is no nation can lend us
the kind of deficits that we are running
right now, so we are actually printing
the money.

But even the word ‘‘printing’’ has
been changed in Washington. Now it is
“quantitative easing.” It just sounds
so much better. ‘“‘Printing”” sounds so
crass to the American public who
might be worried about what is hap-
pening to their savings accounts while
Washington is printing money.

The word ‘‘negotiation” is a word
that the President is familiar with. He
did it 2 years ago when we reached this
exact same point. Both sides came to
the table and negotiated, and we wound
up with a budget that was not as ex-
tremely overdrawn as we had faced be-
fore. That is the power of negotiation.
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But now the word ‘‘negotiation’ is
taken out of the President’s vocabu-
lary, and he declares that he is being
held hostage. Oh, really? This thing he
calls being held hostage is actually the
American way. It is what our Founding
Fathers wanted. They came here and
set up a system with a President and
two Houses of Congress and two dif-
ferent parties; and those parties would
sometimes have all the power, and
sometimes they would share the power.

This President says he is being held
hostage by the system. That means he
doesn’t believe in the balance of powers
that the electorate cast in the last
election. He declares over and over
that the election is done—I was elect-
ed. The same people that elected him
chose to put Republicans in power in
the House of Representatives. I think
they did that because they were afraid
of this debt, deficit, borrowing, and
spending.

We are told that we should have a
clean CR. There is nothing clean about
sacrificing the future of our children
and grandchildren. That is what the
President wants: a CR where he can
spend what he wants to spend without
negotiations on anything. We actually,
in the House, submitted four different
plans before this shutdown occurred.
Those plans were just summarily re-
jected by the Senate, waved off, not
really even considered; and yet we find
our friends declaring this to be the Re-
publican shutdown, not that both
Houses failed to come to an agreement
and the White House failed to sit down
and negotiate. They just weren’t going
to be held hostage. So now, then, we
need a clean CR, according to some,
and we need to stop this Republican
shutdown.

Words are very powerful. No longer
do we talk about spending in Wash-
ington. We talk about investing. We
are investing the American public’s
money. We are investing it in things
like studies of the sexual habits of the
fruit fly in Tijuana or wherever.
“Debt’’ is, indeed, a four-letter word.

We are finally led to believe that de-
fault will occur immediately, that we
somehow won’t pay our obligations,
that the American people need to un-
derstand that they are still paying
their taxes every day and those taxes
come to Washington. That is about $2.5
trillion a year. If we do not extend the
debt ceiling any higher, then what
Washington is going to have to do is it
is going to have to prioritize. It is
going to decide which of its expenses to
pay.

The Constitution demands that we
pay our obligations. It says we can’t
default on those. Washington would
have to do the same thing every Amer-
ican family does: it will have to
prioritize its expenses if we do not ex-
tend the debt ceiling so chaos will not
reign. We simply have to live within
our means. That is what every Amer-
ican family has to do.
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