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Esty 
Farr 
Fattah 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Garamendi 
Garcia 
Grayson 
Green, Gene 
Hahn 
Hanabusa 
Hastings (FL) 
Heck (WA) 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Holt 
Honda 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Israel 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Kuster 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Levin 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 

Lujan Grisham 
(NM) 

Luján, Ben Ray 
(NM) 

Lynch 
Maffei 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Maloney, Sean 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCollum 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Michaud 
Miller, George 
Moore 
Moran 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Negrete McLeod 
Nolan 
O’Rourke 
Owens 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor (AZ) 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Peters (CA) 
Peters (MI) 
Peterson 
Pingree (ME) 
Pocan 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Rahall 
Richmond 

Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schwartz 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Speier 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Titus 
Tonko 
Tsongas 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watt 
Waxman 
Welch 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—19 

Cantor 
Clay 
Crowley 
Ellison 
Gallego 
Green, Al 
Grijalva 

Gutiérrez 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins 
Lewis 
Lucas 
McCarthy (NY) 
Rangel 

Rogers (AL) 
Rush 
Schakowsky 
Scott, David 
Young (FL) 
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So the previous question was ordered. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the resolution. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a 

5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 227, noes 186, 
not voting 18, as follows: 

[Roll No. 532] 

AYES—227 

Aderholt 
Amash 
Amodei 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Benishek 
Bentivolio 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 

Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Broun (GA) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carter 
Cassidy 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 

Coble 
Coffman 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Conaway 
Cook 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Daines 
Davis, Rodney 
Denham 
Dent 

DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Ellmers 
Farenthold 
Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gardner 
Garrett 
Gerlach 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gingrey (GA) 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (MO) 
Griffin (AR) 
Griffith (VA) 
Grimm 
Guthrie 
Hall 
Hanna 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings (WA) 
Heck (NV) 
Hensarling 
Holding 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurt 
Issa 
Jenkins 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 

Kingston 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kline 
Labrador 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Lankford 
Latham 
Latta 
LoBiondo 
Long 
Luetkemeyer 
Lummis 
Marchant 
Marino 
Massie 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McKeon 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Messer 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Mullin 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (PA) 
Neugebauer 
Noem 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Nunnelee 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Perry 
Petri 
Pittenger 
Pitts 
Poe (TX) 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (GA) 
Radel 
Rahall 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (SC) 
Rigell 

Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Royce 
Runyan 
Ryan (WI) 
Salmon 
Sanford 
Scalise 
Schock 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Southerland 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stockman 
Stutzman 
Terry 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walorski 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Wolf 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IN) 

NOES—186 

Andrews 
Barber 
Barrow (GA) 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Bera (CA) 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clarke 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Courtney 
Cuellar 

Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle 
Duckworth 
Edwards 
Engel 
Enyart 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farr 
Fattah 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Garamendi 
Garcia 
Grayson 
Green, Gene 
Hahn 
Hanabusa 
Hastings (FL) 
Heck (WA) 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Holt 
Honda 
Horsford 

Hoyer 
Huffman 
Israel 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Kuster 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Levin 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lynch 
Maffei 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Maloney, Sean 
Matheson 
Matsui 

McCollum 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Michaud 
Miller, George 
Moore 
Moran 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Negrete McLeod 
Nolan 
O’Rourke 
Owens 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor (AZ) 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Peters (CA) 
Peters (MI) 

Peterson 
Pingree (ME) 
Pocan 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Richmond 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schwartz 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Sinema 
Sires 

Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Speier 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Titus 
Tonko 
Tsongas 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watt 
Waxman 
Welch 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—18 

Clay 
Crowley 
Ellison 
Gallego 
Green, Al 
Grijalva 

Gutiérrez 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins 
Lewis 
Lucas 
McCarthy (NY) 

Rangel 
Rogers (AL) 
Rush 
Schakowsky 
Westmoreland 
Young (FL) 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1735 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York changed her vote from ‘‘aye’’ to 
‘‘no.’’ 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
was detained and missed the following votes: 

1. Motion on Ordering the Previous Ques-
tion on the Rule providing for consideration of 
H.J. Res. 89, H.R. 3273 and H.J. Res. 90— 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ 
on this bill. 

2. H. Res 373—Rule providing for consider-
ation of H.J. Res. 89—Federal Worker Pay 
Fairness Act, H.R. 3273 Deficit Reduction and 
Economic Growth Working Group Act, and 
H.J. Res. 90—Federal Aviation Administration 
Continuing Appropriations Resolution. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on this 
bill. 

f 

EXCEPTED EMPLOYEES’ PAY CON-
TINUING APPROPRIATIONS RESO-
LUTION, 2014 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to House Resolution 373, I 
call up the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 
89) making appropriations for the sala-
ries and related expenses of certain 
Federal employees during a lapse in 
funding authority for fiscal year 2014, 
and for other purposes, and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 373, the joint resolution is consid-
ered read. 
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The text of the joint resolution is as 

follows: 
H.J. RES. 89 

Resolved by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the fol-
lowing sums are hereby appropriated, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated, and out of applicable corporate 
or other revenues, receipts, and funds, for 
the salaries and related expenses of certain 
Federal employees for fiscal year 2014, and 
for other purposes, namely: 

SEC. 101. Such amounts as may be nec-
essary for paying salaries and related ex-
penses of Federal employees excepted from 
the provisions of the Antideficiency Act (31 
U.S.C. 1341 et seq.) who work during the pe-
riod beginning October 1, 2013, and ending 
December 15, 2013, when there is otherwise no 
funding authority for such salaries and re-
lated expenses: Provided, That not later than 
December 20, 2013, the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget shall provide to 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate a 
report specifying the use of funds made 
available to the Executive Branch by this 
joint resolution. 

SEC. 102. Expenditures made pursuant to 
this joint resolution shall be charged to the 
applicable appropriation, fund, or authoriza-
tion whenever a bill in which such applicable 
appropriation, fund, or authorization is con-
tained is enacted into law. 

SEC. 103. It is the sense of Congress that 
this joint resolution may also be referred to 
as the ‘‘Federal Worker Pay Fairness Act’’. 

This joint resolution may be cited as the 
‘‘Excepted Employees’ Pay Continuing Ap-
propriations Resolution, 2014’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
joint resolution shall be debatable for 
40 minutes, equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Ap-
propriations. 

The gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
CRENSHAW) and the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. SERRANO) each will con-
trol 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.J. Res. 89, and that I may include 
tabular material on the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Ladies and gentlemen of the House, 
the legislation that I bring before the 
House today is very simple. It’s very 
straightforward. It’s very clear, very 
understandable, and, quite frankly, I 
think it should be noncontroversial; 
because what this bill does is simply 
say that the Federal employees who 
have been working during this shut-
down are going to be paid, and they are 
going to be paid on time. 

Now, a lot of people during this shut-
down have been coming to work every 

day. They’ve worked for countless 
hours for the citizens of our Nation, 
and they deserve to be paid. As I said, 
it’s very simple. If you work, you get 
paid. 

For instance, the Capitol Police, 
they’re on the job. They’re working 
every day. You might remember last 
week, they rushed into harm’s way in 
the line of duty. Now, those Federal 
employees deserve to take home a pay-
check because they’re on the job. 

There are other Federal workers that 
are working every day during this 
shutdown. Some of them are working 
to make sure that our safety and well- 
being is in place. Some are working to 
make sure that the critical needs of 
our citizens are met. Some are working 
to make sure that businesses aren’t un-
duly harmed during this shutdown, and 
some are working to make sure that 
the Federal Government extends a 
helping hand to those people that are 
the most vulnerable and are truly in 
need. 

So what this bill does is simply say, 
as long as this shutdown is going on, 
until it ends, the people that come to 
work every day deserve to be paid. 
They deserve to be paid on time. Re-
member, the people who come to work 
every day, they’re just like everybody 
else. They’ve got bills to pay. They’ve 
got mortgage payments they’ve got to 
make. They’ve got to pay their rent. 
They’ve got to make car payments. 
They’ve got to pay their utility bills. 
They’ve got mouths to feed back home. 
There is no reason that they should be 
punished because the Democrats and 
the Republicans and the White House 
can’t agree how to move forward on 
funding the Federal Government. 

Now, it’s the goal of this Congress, as 
always, to make sure that Federal em-
ployees are paid and they’re paid on 
time, and we usually do that by pass-
ing appropriations bills, and we do 
that. We fund the programs, and the 
salaries are paid on a continuing basis. 
We usually do that by the end of the 
fiscal year. It didn’t happen this year, 
and I hope we don’t find ourselves in 
this position ever again. But right now, 
it’s time to come together. This is a 
logical, commonsense step to take—to 
make sure the people that go to work 
every day get paid on time. 

We came together on Saturday, this 
weekend, on a unanimous vote, and 
said that those Federal employees who 
have been furloughed would be paid on 
a retroactive basis. It’s my hope that 
we can come together today on a unan-
imous vote and say the people that go 
to work are going to get paid on time. 

So I urge my colleagues to adopt this 
resolution; and with that, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. SERRANO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Let me start by saying that I wish we 
were here on the floor today in order to 
consider a bill that would reopen the 
entire Federal Government. 

This bill would pay all excepted Fed-
eral employees across the Federal Gov-

ernment as they would normally be 
paid irrespective of the shutdown. This 
is the right thing to do for all of our 
excepted Federal employees who have 
continued to work during the shut-
down. 

b 1745 

While this bill will provide some cer-
tainty to those individuals, we all 
know that there is a much easier and 
better method of accomplishing this 
goal, and that is to consider and pass 
the clean Senate continuing resolution 
which would reopen our Federal Gov-
ernment immediately. 

I’m still unclear as to why Repub-
licans are refusing to allow a vote on 
the most basic solution to this reckless 
shutdown. 

While this bill guarantees timely pay 
for our employees, it does not reopen 
the Federal Government. That means 
it does nothing to solve the many prob-
lems the American people are facing as 
a result of the Republican decision to 
shut down the government. 

Within the subcommittee that I am 
the ranking member of, the Financial 
Services and General Government Sub-
committee, the shutdown has required 
the Small Business Administration, for 
instance, to furlough almost two-thirds 
of its workforce. The agency has had to 
shutter almost all of its loan programs 
for our Nation’s small businesses, in-
cluding loan programs for veterans, 
women-owned small businesses, and 
small businesses located in underserved 
areas. 

Within the Federal judiciary, the 
Federal defenders currently have 
enough funding to continue operations 
for a couple of weeks. However, once 
that time is up, they may be unable to 
fulfill their constitutional duty to up-
hold the Sixth Amendment rights of 
criminal defendants. 

The Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission has been cut from 540 employ-
ees to 22, making it near impossible for 
the agency to perform its duty of fully 
reviewing thousands of different kinds 
of products. This will clearly increase 
the risk to the public. 

The IRS has been forced to furlough 
most of its workforce, preventing the 
agency from providing taxpayer assist-
ance to those who have questions, to 
examine questionable tax returns, or 
even to accept paper tax filings. 

The IRS brings in the vast majority 
of our Nation’s revenue, and the Re-
publican shutdown is harming our abil-
ity to pay our bills. 

The American people need a full con-
tinuing resolution so that their govern-
ment can perform the many duties that 
remain essential to American con-
sumers, investors, taxpayers, and small 
businesses. A clean CR would do just 
that. 

I realize that the majority wants to 
do this piecemeal, one at a time. I 
think I’m doing some math, and at this 
rate, the full government would be 
open by 2025, so I’m hoping we can do it 
before that. 
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Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-

ance of my time. 
Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, I 

yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. ROGERS), the distin-
guished chairman of the full Appropria-
tions Committee. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. I thank 
the chairman for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
this legislation. This bill addresses a 
critical issue facing the Congress right 
now. It ensures that the essential per-
sonnel who’ve been working through-
out this shutdown receive their hard- 
earned pay on time. 

These diligent men and women are 
protecting our homeland; they’re en-
suring our safety and well-being; 
they’re providing critical services for 
our people and shielding our economy. 
They’ve been by our sides as we have 
worked to find a way out of the mess 
that we find ourselves in. They’ve been 
guarding this very building, putting 
themselves in harm’s way. It’s our re-
sponsibility to these dedicated profes-
sionals that they receive due com-
pensation for their service to this Na-
tion. 

In addition, the House will consider a 
second piece of legislation this after-
noon which will be combined with this 
bill and sent to the Senate. The second 
bill will provide a path forward to 
bring all parties to the table to end the 
government shutdown. 

For a week, this House has been toil-
ing, working, trying to find a way to 
end the impasse or at least mitigate its 
effects as we work toward a solution to 
this very serious problem. 

We’ve provided bills that would fund 
the entire government and avenues to 
reopening certain critical government 
functions. We even proposed a con-
ference committee, hoping the Senate 
would finally agree to talk to the 
House. We heard nothing. 

But a week later, we’re still no closer 
to a resolution. The Senate has turned 
down nearly every bill we’ve sent them 
and rejected every compromise we’ve 
offered. They’ve flatly refused a con-
ference committee to attempt to find 
some sort of solution. After 8 days of a 
shutdown, it’s high time that we all 
start having real, adult conversations 
about how to get out of this mess. 

This second bill will establish a 
working group, Madam Speaker, that 
will provide a framework to get the 
House and Senate together to hash out 
our differences on the myriad fiscal 
crises that we are currently facing. If 
enacted, it will require, by law, Mem-
bers from both Houses to meet and 
work our way toward a final agree-
ment. There is far too much at stake 
now to be stuck in our ways. We must 
work together in a productive fashion 
if we wish to get anything accom-
plished. 

It’s imperative that we get our fiscal 
house in order and put our budgets on 
an attainable and sustainable path. We 
must have a common, agreed-upon, 
top-line discretionary spending level 

with the Senate, which will allow our 
annual appropriations work to be com-
pleted this year. 

To do this, we must enact meaning-
ful, commonsense entitlement program 
reforms that will slow the monstrous 
growth of these auto-pilot programs. 
We need to ensure that they’re sustain-
able in the future—stop them from de-
vouring the entirety of our Federal 
budgets—including funding for our do-
mestic programs and our national de-
fense, and prevent them from plunging 
our Nation further into debt. 

I believe that the Members of this 
House and of the Senate are reasonable 
people, people of goodwill, people who 
wish to do right by this country. That’s 
why I hope that this House will ap-
prove both of these bills today. 

This is the right thing to do, to help 
find an end to this government shut-
down, to tackle our spending problems 
and our debt limit, and to show the 
people of the United States that we are 
here to legislate, not to pontificate. 
They expect and deserve no less. 

So I urge my colleagues to support 
this bill and this path forward. 

I thank the gentleman for yielding. 
Mr. SERRANO. Madam Speaker, I 

yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. MORAN), my dear friend, 
the low-key Mr. MORAN. 

Mr. MORAN. I thank my good friend 
from New York, and I trust that my 
very good friend from Kentucky wasn’t 
referring to anybody on this side of the 
aisle when he used the word ‘‘pontifi-
cate.’’ 

Obviously, Madam Speaker, on this 
side of the aisle we are going to vote 
for this bill. The Democrats never 
wanted to shut down any of the govern-
ment in the first place. 

But I want to remind my colleagues 
that the vast majority of Federal em-
ployees in their districts are considered 
nonessential. I would like for my col-
leagues to reflect on what that means 
within each individual family when a 
breadwinner, who has been working 
hard at a job—making his family proud 
or her family proud—comes home and 
has to announce that they’re fur-
loughed because they were considered 
to be nonessential. 

Imagine if that happened in the 
House and, if we had to divide up be-
tween essential and nonessential, how 
we would feel. I know it brings smiles 
as it did in the caucus just a few min-
utes ago, but think about it. 

It’s wrong to have this arbitrary dis-
tinction. Ninety percent of the IRS is 
considered nonessential; 90 percent of 
the Department of Energy, 90 percent 
of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, 81 percent of the Interior Depart-
ment, 70 percent of the intelligence 
agencies are considered non essential. 
They’re not nonessential. They’re 
working hard. They ought to be able to 
get back to their jobs. We need them to 
be back to their jobs. 

It’s very disappointing that the Sen-
ate has held up the bill that we voted 
for unanimously on Saturday—I hope 

they’ll let that loose—but the reality 
is, when we vote to pay people, we rec-
ognize they deserve to be paid, and if 
they’re being paid, all of them want to 
be working for that pay. 

So that’s what we need to do. We 
need to open the entire government. 
Let everyone work for their pay as 
they want to do. 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. KINGston), an outstanding 
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee. 

Mr. KINGSTON. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
this bill because people do need a pay-
check. They need to be able to plan 
their expenses based on their income, 
and we have disrupted that income 
flow, so it makes sense to say, let’s get 
the pay schedule back on track. 

But I want to say something in a 
broader context that, after offering the 
Senate three different compromises on 
keeping the government open—three 
different compromises that were re-
jected—and then a fourth offer to let’s 
immediately, last Sunday, go to a con-
ference and start negotiating our dif-
ferences, all of those were rejected; but 
even in that context, we have found a 
few things that we can agree on: the 
military pay bill, which not only in-
cluded the men and women in uniform 
but the civilian support staff that they 
had. 

As Mr. MORAN has pointed out, re-
cently we came together again for the 
furloughed employees to be able to get 
back pay for the time in which they’re 
out of work. Then we tried the other 
day to pass—and did from the House— 
the NIH, the National Institutes of 
Health, which passed the House floor 
on an overwhelming bipartisan basis; 
and we’re looking at other programs 
that have passed, again, on a bipar-
tisan basis, such as WIC—the Women, 
Infants and Children nutrition pro-
gram—Head Start, Impact Aid, and we 
have a number of others. 

Why, Madam Speaker, are those im-
portant? 

Because many of us have actually 
chaired and participated in conference 
committees where House and Senate 
Members come together to iron out 
their differences. Frequently, the gap 
is huge, and frequently, the differences 
are numerous. 

We know from experience that if you 
can start chopping those big dif-
ferences into small steps, eventually 
you close the gap, and that is what the 
House Appropriations Committee, 
under Chairman ROGERS, is doing, and 
much of it with the support of Demo-
crat House Members. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. CRENSHAW. I yield the gen-
tleman another minute. 

Mr. KINGSTON. But if we can get 
some of these things off the table—if 
we can agree on military pay, if we can 
agree on the civilian support staff for 
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military, if we can agree on furloughed 
employees, and if we can agree with 
NIH, that science and public health 
should be off the table—then, Madam 
Speaker, that big gap that stands be-
tween us and the Senate right now, it 
begins to narrow, and we create a little 
bit of momentum for a solution. 

There are still going to be great dif-
ferences that aren’t going to be easy, 
but I think it is very important for us 
to come together and find the things 
on which we do agree, and at least 
move in a positive direction on them. 

Mr. SERRANO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS), one of the 
great gentlemen, and I mean that. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. I thank the gen-
tleman from New York for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, as ranking member 
of the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I rise in strong 
support of paying our Federal workers, 
but I oppose the parliamentary gim-
micks being used by the majority to 
consider H.J. Res. 89, which is why I 
voted ‘‘no’’ on the rule. 

This resolution would ensure that 
the more than 1.2 million dedicated 
Federal employees who have been re-
quired by their agencies to work during 
the government shutdown will receive 
their paychecks on time. 

So far, these committed men and 
women have been at their duty sta-
tions without pay for 8 days since Re-
publican extremists took our govern-
ment hostage as part of their crusade 
to take health care from tens of mil-
lions of our fellow citizens. 

It is only fair and right that we pay 
them in a timely manner for the serv-
ices they have rendered. These employ-
ees have mortgages, student loans, and 
children in college. They have to pro-
vide for their families, and they need 
their paychecks. 

Three days ago, the House unani-
mously passed H.R. 3223, the Federal 
Employee Retroactive Pay Fairness 
Act, which would give back pay to 
800,000 Federal employees furloughed as 
a result of this government shutdown. I 
understand, however, that a Repub-
lican Senator is blocking the consider-
ation of that bill in the Senate. 

Our Federal workers have endured re-
lentless assaults over the past 3 years 
and have sacrificed much already. They 
have suffered through a 3-year pay 
freeze, reductions in their retirement 
benefits, and sequester-imposed fur-
loughs. 

It is time to stop the assault on our 
Federal workers. I urge the Senate to 
pass H.R. 3223 by unanimous consent 
immediately. 

I support our Federal workers, and I 
support H.J. Res. 89, but I oppose the 
measure to which it will be attached 
upon passage, and note that by simply 
bringing to the floor a clean measure 
to fund the entire government, this bill 
would not be necessary. 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, 
may I inquire as to how much time 
both sides have remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida has 91⁄4 minutes 
remaining. The gentleman from New 
York has 13 minutes remaining. 

b 1800 

Mr. CRENSHAW. At this time, 
Madam Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to 
the distinguished gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WOLF). 

Mr. WOLF. I want to thank Chair-
man CRENSHAW for yielding. I want to 
also thank him and Chairman ROGERS 
for their help today and on Saturday. I 
also want to thank their staffs. The 
staffs and leadership have been incred-
ibly helpful in bringing this legislation 
to this floor. 

Madam Speaker, I think if you look 
at the vote on Saturday, I and all 
Members believe that Federal employ-
ees should be paid, period. Too many 
Federal employees and their families 
don’t know when their next paychecks 
will arrive and are worried about pay-
ing their next mortgage payments, 
paying utilities bills, filling up their 
cars with gas, or paying for their chil-
dren’s tuitions, which are coming up 
very soon. We need to fix this. 

That is why I joined last week with 
Mr. MORAN and others in our delega-
tion—colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle—to bring bipartisan legislation to 
the floor last Saturday to ensure that 
all Federal employees, whether exempt 
or furloughed by no fault of their own, 
are paid once this shutdown ends. I’m 
pleased that this bill passed the House 
407–0. 

I heard that both a Republican and a 
Democrat Senator had this bill on 
hold. I don’t understand, Madam 
Speaker, the Senate’s ways of going 
about this, but I think, if any Senators 
have a hold, they ought to feel strongly 
enough that they ought to do it pub-
licly so we know who they are, but I 
understand it’s both a Republican and 
a Democrat. On behalf of the people 
who are having a very difficult time, I 
would ask them to lift that hold. 

Additionally, this House acted to en-
sure that members of the military and 
Defense Department civilians exempt 
from furloughs would be paid on time. 
I am pleased that the Pay Our Military 
Act, which the House passed by 423–0, 
was quickly approved by the Senate 
and signed into law by the President. 

Today’s legislation builds on these 
efforts by ensuring that other exempt 
Federal employees like the FBI team 
in Nairobi investigating the attack by 
Al-Shabaab; the CIA, which is looking 
at things coming in with regard to al 
Qaeda; the DEA, which is stopping 
drugs from coming into this country; 
the Border Patrol agents; doctors and 
nurses at VA hospitals; Federal fire-
fighters; air traffic controllers; and 
prison guards will be paid as soon as 
possible. I hope the House today will 
follow the bipartisan precedent we 
have set over and over and vote for this 
legislation. 

In closing, I know my colleagues rec-
ognize that Federal employees aren’t 

just nameless faces behind desks. They 
are real people, out in the field, who 
work day in and day out to keep our 
country safe. 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like briefly to clarify that it is a gen-
tleman of the minority party that has 
objected and is holding up the pay bill 
in the Senate. 

I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN), a 
great leader and the ranking member 
of the Budget Committee. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. I thank my friend 
from New York. 

Mr. Speaker, it is absolutely the 
right thing to do to make sure we pay 
Federal workers on time whether 
they’re the Capitol Police or any other 
public servant doing the work of our 
country right now. 

It was also the right thing to do on a 
bipartisan basis to make sure that Fed-
eral employees are not punished 
through no fault of their own. We did 
that unanimously by the vote on Sat-
urday to make sure that Federal em-
ployees do not have to bear that bur-
den when they’re not the ones making 
the bad decisions. 

What is very puzzling, Mr. Speaker, 
is, in having voted unanimously to say 
that we’re going to make sure we pay 
those Federal employees who are being 
furloughed, we would at the same time 
block them from going back to work 
for the American people. 

I just don’t understand, Mr. Speaker, 
how the Speaker of the House can ex-
plain that to the American people 
when we have in our possession here in 
the people’s House a piece of legisla-
tion that, if we were allowed to vote on 
it, could reopen the entire government 
right now, without preconditions. 

Now, we’ve heard from our Repub-
lican colleagues that they want to open 
one little piece—let’s open the national 
parks. Let’s open another little piece— 
but on Saturday, what we did was vote 
to make sure that every Federal em-
ployee, whether they work for the na-
tional parks or any other Federal agen-
cy—everyone—would get paid for yes-
terday, for today, for tomorrow. 

So why would our colleagues want to 
let one more day go by when we’re 
compensating Federal employees and 
making them stay at home? Why 
wouldn’t we open the Federal Govern-
ment today so that they can do the 
work that we’re paying them to do on 
behalf of the American people? It is ab-
solutely mind-boggling, Mr. Speaker, 
that our Republican colleagues would 
take that position. 

In the Senate right now you’ve got a 
Senator from Texas, Senator CORNYN, 
who is blocking that particular provi-
sion that we passed unanimously. I 
hope that he will let it go. But over 
here in the House, we have a bill that 
the President’s waiting to sign right 
now. All we need to do is pass it, and 
the votes are here in the House to do 
it. If the Speaker doubts that fact, 
there’s an easy way to figure it out. We 
all know that. Put it up for a vote. 
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What’s the Speaker afraid of—a little 
democracy in this House? 

So we’re going to be paying all the 
Federal employees, as we should, be-
cause they absolutely should not be pe-
nalized—not for one day that we’re 
forcing them to be out of work. These 
are men and women who are dedicated 
to providing service to our country. 
They want to get back to work, and 
what this House is saying is, We’re 
going to keep paying you, but we’re 
not going to let you go to work for the 
American people. That is an astound-
ing position to take. 

Let’s vote to open the entire govern-
ment right now. Let’s take up the Sen-
ate bill. Let’s get it done. 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I 
don’t have any further speakers, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SERRANO. I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, we keep saying it, and 
the folks who keep watching us wonder 
why we keep saying it—or maybe they 
know why we keep saying it. Little by 
little, you are reopening the govern-
ment, but it may take until 2025 to ac-
complish it at this level. So our hope 
would be that we just pass the resolu-
tion that was passed in the Senate and 
open the government. 

Now, this one is an easy one. Every-
one is going to vote for this bill. In 
fact, this bill should pass on a voice 
vote so that we can get folks and pay 
them properly for the services they’re 
rendering, but there are other people 
who need to come to work. There are 
other people who need to service the 
American people. There are Americans 
who need to be serviced, and this is not 
the way for us to behave. 

A little bit of history—and I know 
that some people in the last couple of 
days have either refused to mention it 
or gave up on it—and that is that this 
all started not because there were dif-
ferences in economic reasoning or be-
havior. It started because a group of 
people on your side wanted to attach 
killing ObamaCare—the Affordable 
Care Act—and they were willing to do 
whatever they needed to do to accom-
plish that. 

That’s not going to happen. How 
many times do we have to say that bill 
was passed by the House, passed by the 
Senate, signed by the President, and 
upheld by the Supreme Court? I don’t 
know how many laws you can say that 
about in this country that we don’t go 
after, and yet some folks just won’t 
give up. 

The time is now for us to open up the 
government. The time is now for us to 
pass this bill, to respect our Federal 
workers, but also to respect the Amer-
ican people in general by making sure 
that the government is open. 

Take up the resolution. It will pass 
in 2 seconds, I assure you. In fact, I pre-
dict that if you bring that resolution 
to the floor, you may be shocked to get 
a unanimous vote, because that’s what 
we want to do—to open up the govern-
ment and then move on to deal with 
the issues that we have to deal with. 

So let’s do it, and let’s do it quickly. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
Mr. CRENSHAW. I yield myself the 

balance of my time. 
Mr. Speaker, I don’t think anybody 

in this Chamber wanted to see the gov-
ernment shut down. Nobody wanted to 
see it down. 

As has been pointed out, we passed a 
continuing resolution, funded the gov-
ernment, sent it to the United States 
Senate, and they said ‘‘no.’’ So we sent 
another resolution that kept the gov-
ernment open. The Senate said ‘‘no.’’ A 
third time we sent a resolution to the 
United States Senate to keep the gov-
ernment open. The Senate said ‘‘no.’’ 

Then we said, Why don’t we just sit 
down and talk? Why don’t we have a 
conference committee—one of those 
committees that we have all the time 
in this body when the House and the 
Senate disagree. We call it a con-
ference committee. We appoint a group 
from the House. They appoint a group 
from the Senate. We work out the dif-
ferences. That’s the way you resolve 
conflict. That’s the way you move 
ahead. 

So the House appointed eight con-
ferees. We went to a meeting, ready to 
meet with the Senate. They didn’t 
show up. So we decided they don’t real-
ly want to have any negotiations about 
how we continue to fund the Federal 
Government. 

Then we said, If they won’t pass a 
continuing resolution to fund the en-
tire Federal Government, maybe we 
should just take certain parts of the 
Federal Government and see if the 
United States Senate or our friends on 
the other side would vote in favor of 
doing that. Of course, everyone has 
voted to say we ought to keep the gov-
ernment running as it relates to the 
military—both the defense and civilian 
employees. So our friends on the other 
side decided that was a good idea, and 
they voted for that. 

Then we said, Since the District of 
Columbia is being penalized by our in-
action, why don’t we pass a bill that 
says we’ll appropriate the money—it’s 
their own money—and let them spend 
it the way they want to spend it. We 
had that on a suspension vote, and our 
friends on the other side didn’t want to 
do that, so they voted ‘‘no.’’ 

Then we had a bill on Saturday that 
talked about folks that are on fur-
lough, and our friends on the other side 
said, That’s a good idea. We ought to 
pay them retroactively. 

So they’ve been picking and choos-
ing, picking and choosing, and some of 
these bills passed. In fact, if you add up 
all the bills we’ve passed, there have 
been 10 bills now that keep the govern-
ment running in different ways shapes, 
and forms—that’s almost one-third of 
all the discretionary spending—and we 
passed all that. 

Where are those bills? They’re sitting 
down in the Senate, waiting for the 
Senate to do something. 

So we find ourselves in a situation 
that we didn’t want to be in. We’re all 

frustrated—people are angry—but we’ll 
keep going. We’re going to try to get 
the government running again. We’re 
going to try to keep things open. 

But for goodness sake, this bill before 
us today simply says the folks that are 
coming to work are doing the things 
that are important to our Federal Gov-
ernment, and they ought to get paid. If 
you work, you get paid, and you get 
paid on time. I think everybody agrees 
with that. 

So let’s not penalize them. A lot of 
people are being penalized because of 
our inaction, but let’s not penalize the 
people who come to work every day to 
meet the critical needs of our country. 
Let’s make sure that they get paid. 
Sooner or later, Mr. Speaker, we’ll 
open this government back up. We’ve 
tried to do almost a third of it now. 
Still, people say no. We’ll move ahead. 

With that, I simply urge all of my 
colleagues to vote in favor of this legis-
lation to make sure that the people 
who are working get paid on time. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

speak in support of H.J. Res. 89, the Federal 
Worker Pay Fairness Act. 

Last week the House passed support of 
H.R. 3223, the ‘‘Federal Employees Retro-
active Pay Fairness Act,’’ which provided for 
retroactive pay for nearly 800,000 federal 
workers who have been furloughed as a result 
of the government shutdown engineered by 
the Tea Party faction of House Republicans. 

The 1.3 million ‘‘essential’’ civilian employ-
ees as well as those who are on Furlough 
share the same financial fate neither will get a 
paycheck if the shutdown extends beyond Oc-
tober 15, 2013. 

Federal employees whether they are work-
ing or waiting be called back to work are all 
waiting on the House to honor a promissory 
note for agreeing to give their best in serving 
the people of the United States. 

We promise to pay Federal employees what 
is owed to them. We owe them dignity and re-
spect as well as a debt of gratitude for elect-
ing to enter into public service. 

The reason we are considering another 
Federal employee pay bill is that the earlier bill 
forgot something important that the majority is 
trying to fix—and I agree they should fix with 
passage of this bill. 

We have not started the debate on the Debt 
Ceiling, but it is time to start considering the 
consequences should this method of legis-
lating continue. 

The world has a promissory note that is 
written on every dollar bill, ‘‘This note is Legal 
Tender for All Debts, Public and Private.’’ 

That promissory note means that people 
around the world highly value our nation’s cur-
rency—not having that reputation will hurt ev-
eryone in this country. 

In other words our money is only as valu-
able as its reputation, which is why threat-
ening not to honor our debts is more than just 
a light matter to be down played by PR talking 
points. 

But to my dear friends on the other side of 
the aisle this is another example of why this 
piece-mill process to attempt to fund the Fed-
eral government is a problem and why the 
American public can see that this process 
makes no sense. 
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The House has members who are special-

ists in appropriations they serve on the house 
Committee on Appropriations. 

According to the Rules on the House of 
Representatives the House Committee on Ap-
propriations’ function is the appropriation of 
the revenue for the support of the Govern-
ment. 

The Appropriations Committee would not 
have forgotten to include Hill staff, which this 
bill will address. Hill employees include Capitol 
Police officers, custodial staff, and the staff of 
the Library of Congress. 

This gesture is appreciated by these Fed-
eral government employees, but neither they 
nor the other federal employees promised 
back pay will see anything until this body 
passes a clean CR offered by the Senate. 

The United States House of Representa-
tives has Rules that govern how we as the 
people’s representatives are to conduct the 
business of the Federal government. 

The House of Representatives have been 
trying to put on a show for the American pub-
lic by bringing bills to the floor—fast and var-
ied though they may be they are half baked 
and ineffective means of funding the Federal 
government. 

My colleagues on the other side aisle are 
only human—and they are going to forget 
something, but one of the things they should 
not forget is how their decisions are impacting 
the lives of people. 

I urge all Members to join me in voting for 
H.J. Res. 89. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HULTGREN). All time for debate has ex-
pired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 373, 
the previous question is ordered. 

The question is on engrossment and 
third reading of the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time, and 
was read the third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the joint 
resolution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

b 1815 

DEFICIT REDUCTION AND ECO-
NOMIC GROWTH WORKING GROUP 
ACT OF 2013 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, pursu-

ant to House Resolution 373, I call up 
the bill (H.R. 3273) to establish a bi-
cameral working group on deficit re-
duction and economic growth, and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 373, the bill is 
considered read. 

The text of the bill is as follows: 
H.R. 3273 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Deficit Re-

duction and Economic Growth Working 
Group Act of 2013’’. 
SEC. 2. BICAMERAL WORKING GROUP ON DEF-

ICIT REDUCTION AND ECONOMIC 
GROWTH. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby es-
tablished a bicameral working group to be 
known as the ‘‘Bicameral Working Group on 
Deficit Reduction and Economic Growth’’ 
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘working 
group’’). 

(b) PURPOSE.—The working group shall rec-
ommend to the House of Representatives and 
the Senate— 

(1) overall levels of discretionary spending, 
including for the fiscal year ending on Sep-
tember 30, 2014; 

(2) changes in the statutory limit on the 
public debt; and 

(3) reforms in direct spending programs. 
(c) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) The working group shall be comprised 

of 20 members to be appointed as follows: 
(A) The Speaker shall appoint 10 Members 

of the House of Representatives, of which 
one shall be designated as House co-chair 
and 4 shall be on the recommendation of the 
minority leader of the House of Representa-
tives. 

(B) The majority leader of the Senate shall 
appoint 10 Senators, of which one shall be 
designated as Senate co-chair and 4 shall be 
on the recommendation of the minority lead-
er of the Senate. 

(2) Any vacancy occurring in the member-
ship of the working group shall be filled in 
the same manner as the original designation 
was made. 

(3) Each appointment under this subsection 
shall be made not later than one calendar 
day after enactment of this Act. 

(d) MEETINGS.—The members of the work-
ing group shall meet not later than one cal-
endar day after their appointment pursuant 
to subsection (c) and shall meet on each cal-
endar day thereafter unless both co-chairs 
jointly determine that there is good cause to 
dispense with such meeting. 

(e) ADOPTION OF RECOMMENDATIONS.—The 
working group may not report any rec-
ommendation unless it receives the support 
of a majority of the members appointed by 
both the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives and the majority leader of the Senate. 

(f) REPORT.— 
(1) The working group shall report its rec-

ommendations, including any legislative lan-
guage required to implement those rec-
ommendations, to the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate within 3 calendar days 
after their adoption. 

(2) The report shall be referred in the 
House of Representatives by the Speaker in 
accordance with clause 2 of rule XIV. 

(3) The report shall include any supple-
mental, minority, or additional views sub-
mitted to the co-chairs prior to its trans-
mission pursuant to paragraph (1). 

(g) TERMINATION.—The working group shall 
terminate immediately after transmission of 
the report under subsection (f). 

(h) RULEMAKING.—The provisions of this 
section are enacted by Congress— 

(1) as an exercise of the rulemaking power 
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate, respectively, and as such they shall be 
considered as part of the rules of each House, 
respectively, or of that House to which they 
specifically apply, and such rules shall 
supercede other rules only to the extent that 
they are inconsistent therewith; and 

(2) with full recognition of the constitu-
tional right of either House to change such 
rules (so far as relating to such House) at 
any time, in the same manner, and to the 
same extent as in the case of any other rule 
of such House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill 
shall be debatable for 40 minutes, 
equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Rules. 

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. SES-
SIONS) and the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. HASTINGS) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

that all Members may have 5 legisla-
tive days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 3273. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
It has been 1 week since the Federal 

Government shut down. In that time, 
House Republicans have passed several 
appropriations bills designed to provide 
funding for numerous parts of the gov-
ernment’s most important functions. 
Additionally, we’ve invited Senate 
Democrats to join us at the negoti-
ating table to find a commonsense so-
lution to our Nation’s fiscal problems. 

Unfortunately, no one over these 3 
weeks has been able to reach a com-
promise, and Senate Democrats have 
simply returned our volley every time 
without a value-added proposition. So 
what we are here to do today is to 
stand up once again and say we believe 
we are trying to appropriately fund the 
Federal Government. 

As a result, we are here today. House 
Republicans are going to offer to sit 
down at the negotiation table with 
Senate Democrats in an effort to reach 
the meaningful solutions our constitu-
ents expect from us. 

H.R. 3273, the Deficit Reduction and 
Economic Growth Working Group Act 
of 2013, would establish a bicameral, bi-
partisan working group consisting of 
six Members of the majority and four 
Members of the minority from both the 
House and the Senate. These 20 Mem-
bers would be appointed no less than 1 
day after enactment of the legislation 
and would meet each subsequent cal-
endar day to provide recommendations 
to overall discretionary spending levels 
for fiscal year 2014, changes to the dis-
cretionary debt limit, and reforms to 
direct spending programs. 

Mr. Speaker, being from Texas, I am 
used to a lot of people trying to work 
for the good—the common good—of its 
people. I will tell you that I fully ex-
pect that the reason I came to Wash-
ington was to work for the good and 
not for just the people of Texas, but to 
accept the responsibility. It was impor-
tant that I come to work for all people 
in Texas and the American people to 
make their lives better. I believe that 
some of those ideas include sitting 
down, talking, negotiating, finding 
common ground, leading—not obstruct-
ing, not saying ‘‘no,’’ not being the 
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