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of them—at Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory and about 1,500 of
them at Sandia National Laboratories.

They told us, if the government shut-
down continues, they may be fur-
loughed within the next 10 days.

Most strikingly, the Republicans who
attended expressed their concern, as we
have heard in this Chamber, about the
Affordable Care Act. I understand that,
but not a single Republican who at-
tended told me or told our other con-
stituents that they believe their con-
cerns over the Affordable Care Act
were worth prolonging this government
shutdown.

There are also concerns about, well,
why don’t we just get some of the gov-
ernment up and running like some of
the bills that we passed last week but
that the Senate won’t take up? I told
my constituents I will not support any
bill that pits any constituency against
each other. We saw bills that pitted
veterans against seniors, sick children
against the poor. It is time to get the
government up and running for every-
body. Veterans who attended our town
hall agreed. They served this country
to make sure that the government
works for everybody, not just for the
veterans who served it.

I am inspired by, and I told my con-
stituents that I have hope in, a fresh-
man group that continues to gather a
couple times each week and that was
here during the shutdown crisis, called
the United Solutions Caucus. It has
about 15 Members on the Republican
side and 15 on the Democratic side.
They are freshman Members of Con-
gress who are meeting and talking
about what we can do to work to-
gether.

Finally, to my colleagues across the
aisle, I ask you this respectfully: Did
you come to Congress to help people or
did you come to Congress to hurt peo-
ple? If you came here to help, just like
I did, then I think you know what to do
next. Turn on the lights of the govern-
ment that runs the greatest democracy
in the world, and let’s get America
working again.

———

IT IS TIME TO PUT THE
INTERESTS OF AMERICANS FIRST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BERA of California. Day No. 8,
Mr. Speaker.

Today is day No. 8 of a government
shutdown. Enough of the gamesman-
ship. Enough with the name-calling.
Enough with the blame game. It is
time we opened up the government.

Real Americans are getting hurt, like
Brian from Carmichael. Brian has been
out of work for 2 years. He recently got
a job offer that requires him to get a
class B driver’s license. Well, he went
to the DMV. He was told he needed a
Social Security card, which he lost a
couple years ago. He went to the Social
Security office to get a card. Do you
know what he was told: the office is
closed. They have been furloughed.
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Mr. Speaker, it is time to open up the
government. Real Americans like
Brian are getting hurt. Let’s get Brian
his job, and let’s open up the govern-
ment.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 33
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

Lord, You Kknow there are many
Americans who look to the people’s
House as uncertainty about the future
of the economy and their livelihoods
hang in the balance.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House with the understanding that it is
their work to develop the strategies
and the plans to assuage the fears of
their fellow countrymen and -women.

We again ask You to impel those who
possess power here in the Capitol to be
mindful of those whom they represent
who possess little or no power and
whose lives are made all the more dif-
ficult by a failure to work out serious
differences.

May all that is done today be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms. KELLY) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, it has been 1 week since the
government shutdown. For 1 week, the
President and Senate Democrats have
refused to negotiate to reopen the gov-
ernment’s doors.

House Republicans know the hard-
ships American families are facing due
to Washington Democrats’ failure to
negotiate. We have worked over the
past week, passing bills to have the
government functioning.

House Republicans have voted to
fund pediatric cancer research, reopen
national parks, memorials and monu-
ments, give veterans the benefits they
have earned and deserve. On Saturday,
House Republicans voted to pay 800,000
furloughed employees who are at risk
of losing a paycheck due to the Presi-
dent’s government shutdown.

With the debt ceiling limit looming,
the American people are waiting for
the President and Senate Democrats to
negotiate a solution for fiscal responsi-
bility.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

——————

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, today we
find our Nation in the midst of a gov-
ernment shutdown and in the shadows
of a debt default.

A week into the shutdown, the par-
tisan gridlock in Congress is as bad as
ever; but across the country, millions
of Americans are finding new hope in
the affordable health coverage on the
online exchanges.

Despite the more than 40 Republican
attempts to repeal, defund, or derail
this law, the Affordable Care Act is fi-
nally fulfilling the promise of depend-
able, affordable health coverage for
millions of our fellow Americans.

On opening day, the exchanges were
inundated with millions of users—
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Americans excited to learn more about
their new coverage options. It was a
little bumpy, as expected, but no fleet-
ing Web page glitches can distract us
from the fact that for the first time
millions of uninsured Americans who
have lived in dread that an illness or
an accident could plunge them into fi-
nancial ruin will finally have access to
good coverage that they can afford.

Today is a dark day here in D.C., but
for the thousands of people I represent,
a long night is ending. And that’s
worth celebrating.

——
ANGELS IN ADOPTION

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to recognize the 2013
Angels in Adoption, Jessie and Kayci
Prince, from my hometown, Plano,
Texas.

As children, both Jessie and Kayci
were touched by adoption. Having ex-
perienced the powerful impact adop-
tion has on families, they decided to
adopt one of their own. In 2012, Eze-
kiel—Zeke for short—from the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, became part
of the Prince family.

As the Princes helped Zeke learn how
to read, they quickly learned how chal-
lenging it was to find books that depict
transracial families.

They decided as a family to write, il-
lustrate, and publish ‘“That’s a Yummy
Color,” a children’s book celebrating
adoption. This book is now helping
other families form special bonds with
their own adopted children.

I am grateful for the compassionate
families like the Princes.

Jessie and Kayci, you are truly an in-
spiration. God bless you.

——
OBAMACARE

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
last week the health insurance market-
place opened, giving millions access to
quality health care. Since then, there
has been too much focus on the small
hiccups that are to be expected when
any large program is implemented.

Yesterday, I received a letter from a
North Carolina woman who lives over
600 miles from my home district in Illi-
nois. Like many Illinoisans, she be-
lieves the positives of the Affordable
Care Act are being overlooked. She
said:

My family has already benefited from the
Affordable Care Act as I have two children
just finishing college. I am relieved I can
keep them on my medical coverage at no
cost. This saves them money and gives me
peace of mind. The cost of our health care
plan has decreased by $400.

Like many, she wants to ask Con-
gress: Is this why you shut down the
government, to keep me and my chil-
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dren from getting affordable health
care?

Citizens are sick and tired of the mis-
information being spread about the
ACA. The ACA didn’t cause the shut-
down. The shutdown is a symptom of
what really ails America—cynicism
that allows a few to take hollow ideo-
logical stances at the expense of many.

Like me, she wants us to pass a clean
CR and end this shutdown today.

——————

MR. PRESIDENT: THIS IS OUR
LAND

(Mr. SMITH of Missouri asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
President Obama must stop playing
politics with our National Park Sys-
tem. The parks belong to every Amer-
ican and should not be held hostage in
President Obama’s political game.

In the 1960s, the Federal Government
established the Ozark National Scenic
Riverways in south central Missouri
under the guise of protecting the rivers
and forests for all Missourians. Some 50
yvears later, President Obama is taking
away our access. The riverways do not
belong to President Obama. They be-
long to my constituents.

Mr. Speaker, President Obama is
working to make his shutdown as pain-
ful as possible. The President has barri-
caded parks and monuments across the
country, including the open-air World
War II Memorial in Washington. It
costs more money to barricade the
monuments than it would to leave
them open.

The national parks do not belong to
President Obama. The parks belong to
every American. It’s time for President
Obama to open our national parks. It’s
time for President Obama to stop play-
ing politics with our parks.

———

MONEY AND POLITICS

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, this gov-
ernment shutdown has clearly dem-
onstrated our democracy is not work-
ing the way it was designed. Unfortu-
nately, this is largely due to the over-
sized influence and obscene amount of
money in politics which continue to
fuel our distorted political process, and
it could get worse.

Today, the Supreme Court is hearing
arguments in the McCutcheon case, the
second-coming of Citizens United. This
case could open the door to even more
money flooding our political process.
Money and politics have paralyzed
Washington and have paralyzed my Re-
publican colleagues’ will to com-
promise. They would be more apt to
compromise if they were not absolutely
petrified of the Koch brothers spending
millions of dollars to unseat them.

We cannot afford to have a system of
government fueled by money that re-
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wards confrontation and condemns
compromise. If we don’t fix this under-
lying problem, money and politics, we
will continue to lurch from crisis to
crisis, and the American people ulti-
mately lose.

——
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. STUTZMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, back
home, Hoosiers know that we only
solve problems by sitting down and
talking. Unfortunately, President
Obama and Senate Majority Leader
HARRY REID refuse to join Republicans
in the constructive, respectful dialogue
that Washington desperately needs.
Eight days ago, Senate Democrats shut
down the government by refusing four
separate House-passed bills to fund the
government.

It’s clear that the American people
don’t want this shutdown, and it’s ex-
actly why the House has passed nine
bipartisan, commonsense bills to fund
and reopen parts of government that
we all agree on.

Together, House Republicans and
House Democrats have passed bills to
ensure that the National Guard is paid,
veterans’ benefits are funded, and our
national parks are reopened. Unfortu-
nately, these common-ground solutions
are gathering dust in the Senate as
HARRY REID refuses to come to the
table and talk.

The American people don’t expect
Republicans and Democrats to agree on
everything, but they do expect us to
talk. It’s time for Senate Democrats to
put aside their obstructionism and
come to the table.

————
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker,
the truth is out. Republican leaders
and their big donors have been plan-
ning this shutdown for over 2 years.
Why? They claim it’s because of
ObamaCare, but it’s now clear to ev-
eryone that it is plainly and simply
about Obama.

He won re-election, and they still
can’t deal with it, so they’re willing to
hurt their own constituents and the en-
tire country just to try to keep our
President from doing the job he was
overwhelmingly elected to do.

The American people should be out-
raged and demand that this shutdown
end now and that Congress lift the debt
ceiling, pay our bills, and protect the
good faith and credit of our Nation.

The good news is that even some Re-
publicans are sick and tired of these
childish, destructive tactics. They, like
us Democrats, want to put our Federal
workers back to work, to make sure
they and those depending on Social Se-
curity will be paid, that all veterans
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