
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6355 October 8, 2013 
So, Mr. Speaker, I don’t want to hear 

from one of our Republican friends say-
ing, This is exactly what I wanted; I’m 
excited the government is shut down. 

Think of our military and our vet-
erans. Let’s come together to make a 
difference in this world. 

f 

COME TO THE BARGAINING TABLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. BENISHEK) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, why 
are we here today in the middle of the 
government shutdown? The answer, 
frankly, is that the Senate refuses to 
come to the table to negotiate. 

The House has passed four different 
measures that would have kept the 
government open. The Senate has ig-
nored them all. 

Before the government shut down, 
the House passed a bill which would 
keep the government open and defund 
the President’s health care law. Well, 
it is probable that the Senate wasn’t 
going to support that, but I was think-
ing at least we would be able to get 
documentation as to whether there 
would be some Democrat support for 
that. 

That having failed, we passed a sec-
ond measure to keep the government 
open and simply delay the President’s 
health care law by 1 year. After all, the 
President himself had delayed portions 
of the law. 

Obviously, that didn’t play with the 
Senate. 

So then we passed another piece of 
legislation which would have funded 
the government and would have funded 
the President’s health care law, but 
simply would have made the law fairer 
for all Americans. 

The President changed the law by ex-
ecutive order—a procedure of question-
able legality—but he changed the law, 
giving large employers a 1-year delay 
in the employer mandate. In other 
words, employers were required to offer 
insurance or face a fine. The President, 
by executive order, changed the law to 
delay that for 1 year. We asked simply 
to give the individual the same prerog-
ative that the President gave large em-
ployers: delay the requirement to buy 
insurance for 1 year without having to 
pay a fine. 

We also asked that Congress, the 
President, and the Vice President be 
treated the same as all other Ameri-
cans. The President changed the law by 
executive order—a procedure of ques-
tionable legality—saying that Congress 
would get a different deal in the ex-
changes than the average individual. 
When I went home to my district in 
August and did 12 town hall meetings, 
there was universal disgust for that 
rule. 

So in our proposal to the Senate, we 
said, We’ll fund the government, but 
simply change the rule concerning Con-
gress so that Congress is treated the 
same as every American. Let’s change 
the law so that the individual is treat-

ed the same as a large employer. I 
don’t see how that’s holding a gun to 
anyone’s head. That is simply fairness 
for the American people. 

And that was rejected by the Senate. 
Then we simply asked the Senate to 

come to the table. Well, if this pro-
posal, which just makes the law equi-
table for every American, is unaccept-
able to you, would you please come to 
the table and let’s talk about what is 
acceptable to you. Let’s sit down and 
negotiate. 

Mr. Reagan presided over his terms 
in office with a Democrat-controlled 
House, and yet he worked with Mr. 
O’Neill and got significant legislation 
done. Mr. Clinton worked with a Re-
publican House and got significant leg-
islation done and made real progress 
with welfare reform and many other 
issues in the Clinton Presidency, but 
they worked across the aisle. They 
worked with a House of different par-
ties and got things done. 

Now we have a President who says, 
I’m not going to negotiate. We have a 
leader in the Senate who says, I’m not 
going to negotiate. 

Each part of our government has a 
role to play—the executive, the Senate, 
the House. Frankly, in the whole his-
tory of the Republic, we’ve never had a 
situation where the President says, I’m 
not going to negotiate, or where one 
House says to the other House, We’re 
not going to negotiate. This is, frank-
ly, unbelievable. It’s a step in our gov-
ernment which I don’t think the Amer-
ican people want. 

This is not about the President’s 
health care law. This is about the func-
tion of our government and how each 
section of the government deals with 
each other. I think the American peo-
ple want it to go in the traditional 
fashion, where the House, the Senate 
and the President work together to 
find a solution. 

When the Senate refuses to pass leg-
islation and won’t even consider talk-
ing to us, that’s not right. We in the 
House have passed legislation to fund 
FEMA, to fund our national parks, to 
fund WIC, to fund our veterans, to fund 
the National Institutes of Health, the 
FDA, and the National Guard. By the 
end of tomorrow, we’ll have funded 
more than half the government in this 
House, and yet the Senate won’t take 
any of that up and won’t even nego-
tiate with us. We even made sure that 
furloughed employees will be paid. 

The Obama administration has given 
exceptions to their allies, Big Business, 
and some unions. Why shouldn’t the 
American people be given the same 
kind of treatment? 

The administration and the Senate 
should come to the bargaining table 
today and end this shutdown. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New Mexico (Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN 
GRISHAM) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, it is now day 
8 of House Republicans’ reckless, irre-
sponsible government shutdown. In 
that time, America has been demand-
ing to hear one reasonable, responsible 
proposal from House Republicans about 
how they plan to reopen the U.S. Gov-
ernment. 

While House Republicans refuse to 
capitulate, New Mexicans are still 
hurting. They’re hurting because one 
radical faction of one party in the 
House stands in the way, holding the 
entire Congress and the entire country 
hostage. 

First, this band of radicals forced a 
government shutdown just to get its 
way. They have caused significant eco-
nomic harm and are wasting hundreds 
of millions of taxpayer dollars every 
day. These are the same Republicans 
who promised fiscal responsibility. 

Now they’re dangerously close to 
forcing an economic shutdown by 
threatening a catastrophic debt default 
if they don’t get what they want. The 
problem? They don’t even know what 
they want. As my Republican colleague 
from Indiana said last week: 

We have to get something out of this, and 
I don’t know what that even is. 

As Speaker BOEHNER admitted the 
other day, he committed to Senate 
leadership that he would support the 
very same bill—a clean continuing res-
olution—for which he now refuses a 
vote on the floor. 

On Sunday, I was back in Albu-
querque, meeting with Federal employ-
ees who have been furloughed. I heard 
heartbreaking stories of families who 
say that because of the shutdown, 
they’re worried about paying their 
mortgages and utility payments and 
car loans and credit card bills. That’s 
what they’re concerned about. That’s 
what keeps them up at night. 

I heard from a civilian air traffic 
controller at Kirtland Air Force Base 
who was worried about the safety of 
the airmen because he’s not allowed to 
work. Federal employees are demor-
alized and feel abandoned. They don’t 
understand why they are being blamed 
for House Republicans’ failure to pass a 
clean funding compromise. 

But in a 21⁄2-hour meeting, not one of 
the furloughed New Mexicans told me 
he wants to see the Affordable Care Act 
repealed. Not one. I think that shows 
how far removed from reality House 
Republicans are. They’re willing to 
continue harming hardworking, inno-
cent Americans because of their obses-
sion with destroying the Affordable 
Care Act. 

Mr. Speaker, this is reckless behav-
ior. 

As this shutdown carries on into 
week 2, we keep learning of more nega-
tive impacts. Sandia National Labs, 
one of the largest employers in my dis-
trict, has started notifying its more 
than 10,000 employees that they are 
likely to experience furloughs if the 
government doesn’t reopen soon. That 
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will have an absolutely devastating 
ripple effect on our local economy that 
we may never recover from. 

Instead of voting to end the shut-
down, House Republicans have wasted 
time with false and misleading at-
tempts to reopen the government bit 
by bit. After all, they didn’t shut down 
the government piece by piece, so we 
shouldn’t open it that way either. 

The one bill that House Republican 
leadership should be bringing to the 
House floor today is the Senate-passed, 
clean funding compromise, which 
would go directly to the President and 
immediately open up the entire gov-
ernment for all New Mexicans and 
Americans. 

We know that there are enough votes 
right now to pass a clean funding com-
promise. So why won’t the Republican 
leadership allow a vote on it? 

I understand that some of my Repub-
lican colleagues say part of the reason 
they got elected was because they 
pledged to dismantle the Affordable 
Care Act. We were all sent here to rep-
resent our constituents. I know that. 

I’m here to represent constituents 
who are being hammered by the seques-
ter. I’ve said many times in this Cham-
ber that we need to immediately re-
place the sequester with a balanced ap-
proach to deficit reduction, but I’m not 
prepared to keep the government shut 
down because of it, inflicting further 
harm on people, not only in my dis-
trict, but around the country. 

In spite of the damaging effect the 
sequestration continues to have on my 
State, I am prepared to vote right now 
for a temporary compromise bill that 
funds the government at sequester lev-
els. I am prepared to vote for it as is 
virtually every Democrat in the House. 
The Senate has already passed it. The 
President says he’ll sign it imme-
diately. 

We want to get rid of the sequester, 
but we’re willing to vote for a com-
promised funding bill at sequester lev-
els, and I’ll tell you why—because, at 
this time, it’s a reasonable path for-
ward. 

So to my Republican friends who 
don’t like the Affordable Care Act, 
here’s a proposal for you: let’s reopen 
the government now with a clean fund-
ing bill. Let’s put all the furloughed 
Federal employees back to work. Then 
we can work together to determine 
what parts of the Affordable Care Act 
work well and which parts need to be 
addressed. After a reasonable amount 
of time, we can make the necessary ad-
justments to the law. 

That’s how you effectively represent 
your constituents who still have seri-
ous concerns about the Affordable Care 
Act. That’s a reasonable path forward. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s reopen government 
right now. Then let’s work together on 
a long-term solution that addresses the 
serious and significant fiscal issues fac-
ing our Nation today. 

TIME TO SHOW LEADERSHIP 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. MESSER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, Irish 
leader Henry Boyle once said: 

The most important trip you can make in 
life is meeting people halfway. 

Unfortunately, in this debate, the 
President and HARRY REID’s latest of-
fers are way short of halfway. They 
won’t even come to the negotiating 
table. 

During this shutdown, the Repub-
licans in the House have passed nine 
bills to fund and reopen vital functions 
of government. Let me go through 
some of them for you: 

Twenty-five of my Democratic col-
leagues voted with House Republicans 
to fund pediatric cancer research. 
Twenty-three of my Democrats col-
leagues voted with Republicans to re-
open national parks, memorials, and 
monuments; 

b 1115 
Thirty-five of my Democratic col-

leagues voted with Republicans, hon-
oring our promise to give veterans the 
benefits they have earned; 

Thirty-six of my Democratic col-
leagues voted with Republicans to pay 
our National Guard and Army Reserve 
personnel; 

Twenty-three of my Democratic col-
leagues voted with Republicans to 
make sure funds are available to pro-
vide disaster relief; and 

One hundred eighty-nine of my 
Democratic colleagues voted with 
House Republicans to provide backpay 
for furloughed Federal employees. 

Each of these are reasonable pro-
posals, yet HARRY REID insists that vir-
tually all of them will not be consid-
ered in the Senate, and the President 
has threatened a veto. 

Let me repeat. House Republicans 
have passed bills to fund pediatric can-
cer research, reopen national parks, 
provide benefits to veterans, pay sala-
ries for our National Guard, fund dis-
aster relief programs and other vital 
services. Dozens of my Democratic col-
leagues have voted for each of these 
bills, yet the President and HARRY 
REID won’t budge. 

The American people are dis-
appointed in this shutdown—after all, 
this is not the way government is sup-
posed to work—but the American peo-
ple are also figuring this out. This 
shutdown can end if HARRY REID and 
President Obama meet House Repub-
licans at the negotiating table—but 
their chairs sit empty. 

The American people don’t want the 
President’s health care law, but they 
are ready for this shutdown to end. It’s 
time for both parties to listen to the 
American people, work out our dif-
ferences, and find a commonsense way 
forward. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, this past 
Friday, while referencing how long the 
government shutdown lasts, a senior 
Obama administration official told The 
Wall Street Journal: 

It really doesn’t matter how long the gov-
ernment shutdown lasts because we are win-
ning. 

But, Mr. Speaker, as you know and I 
know, this government shutdown isn’t 
a game. There are no winners when 
Washington fails the most basic test of 
governing. That is why this body 
passed four bipartisan proposals to 
keep the government open while 
shielding Americans from the disas-
trous effects of President Obama’s 
health care law. 

Once a shutdown was triggered by 
Senate Democrats, we worked to mini-
mize its harmful effects with the pas-
sage of bills to reopen our national 
parks and museums, to restore critical 
funding for children’s cancer research, 
fund the Veterans Administration, and 
to continue providing nutritional as-
sistance through the Women, Infants, 
and Children program, among other 
measures. Now we’re waiting on Presi-
dent Obama and the Senate Democrats 
to do their part. 

Mr. Speaker, my constituents can’t 
wait too much longer. Across my dis-
trict, Tennesseans are feeling the very 
real impact of President Obama and 
the Senate Democrats’ continued re-
fusal to negotiate. 

Larry, in Jamestown, is a park con-
cessionaire at Big South Fork Recre-
ation Area. Fall is his busiest season. 
He estimates that he lost $7,500 on an 
engagement he had planned for 11 
months—canceled because of the gov-
ernment shutdown. 

Following the Veterans Administra-
tion’s warning that they could run out 
of funding as early as late October, 
Charles in Crossville emailed my office 
pleading for help: ‘‘I am a disabled vet-
eran who depends on my compensation 
check to have some quality of life,’’ he 
wrote. ‘‘This is unacceptable.’’ 

Bobby, in Fentress County, is a 
craftsman, who was supposed to have 
his work displayed in the Smithsonian 
American Art Gallery last Thursday—a 
proud moment stolen from him because 
of an unnecessary gridlock here in 
Washington. 

Mr. Speaker, our Senate colleagues 
have the power to end this arbitrary 
and unnecessary pain today by taking 
up the House-passed measures to re-
open our parks and museums, to re-
store veterans’ benefits and fund other 
important functions of government. 
What we need now is for them to act. 

Our constituents expect us to listen 
to them, to work out our differences, 
and to find a commonsense way for-
ward. Why can’t we at least give them 
that? HARRY REID and President 
Obama need to listen to the people of 
this country and come to the table and 
negotiate. Let’s get our work done. 
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