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investments in attracting middle class
jobs.

As we count down to Friday, what
are we doing on this House floor? Well,
yesterday we did a suspension bill.
Today we will do a suspension bill. I
dare say, Mr. Speaker, nobody, outside
of the particular interest groups will
know what those suspension bills are.

And then we will consider a bill on
Wednesday and Thursday, an impor-
tant bill. We should have passed it in
the last Congress. But we ought to be
dealing with these cuts that are con-
fronting our country starting on Fri-
day and Saturday.

As we count down to Friday, I will
continue to work towards an agree-
ment that will avert these arbitrary,
hurtful cuts and protect Maryland fam-
ilies and businesses from congressional
partisanship gone awry.

And I am encouraging those who live
in my district, and anyone else, to visit
my page on Facebook and share how
the proposed cuts will impact you,
your loved ones, and your community.

For the sake of our families, Mr.
Speaker, our small businesses, our chil-
dren, our teachers, our defense con-
tracts, our public servants, our first re-
sponders, and others, I urge my Repub-
lican colleagues to embrace the spirit
of compromise that has been so absent
of late in this Chamber. I call on them
to work with Democrats to find a bal-
anced, sensible, smart, rational, and re-
sponsible solution to our deficits.

Mr. Speaker, we have 3 days left to
go. Let’s bring something to the floor
that’s a solution. Let’s do it now.

———

RECOGNITION OF WAYNE
ALDERSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. MURPHY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Today, we honor the memory of Pri-
vate First Class Wayne Alderson of
Canonsburg, Pennsylvania, a World
War II hero awarded the Combat Infan-
try Badge, Silver Star, Bronze Star,
and Purple Heart for his courageous ac-
tions during the Rhineland Campaign
of 1945. PFC Alderson died on February
22, 2013.

At 86, Wayne was a member of our
Greatest Generation and a great Amer-
ican. This son of southwestern Penn-
sylvania lived a life of purpose and sac-
rifice, and remains an inspiration to
those who knew him.

Born on June 7, 1926, Wayne Alderson
entered the United States Army as an
18-year-old on August 31, 1944. His serv-
ice would help bring Nazism to its
knees, and PFC Alderson would become
the first American soldier to advance
into Germany across the forbidding,
tank-protected Siegfried line on March
15, 1945.

In the course of this assault, PFC
Alderson, serving as a scout for B Com-
pany, 7th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infan-
try Division, would single-handedly de-
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stroy two machine gun emplacements,
attack pockets of German snipers, and
fight house-to-house at night before
capturing and taking three German
prisoners. At considerable personal
risk, he led the prisoners back to head-
quarters, where vital information was
obtained by the Allies about the Sieg-
fried line defenses.

Then, on March 18, in Rieschweiler,
Germany, the 18-year-old private would
lead a new assault against enemy
forces. His company pierced the Ger-
man line but was cut off by enemy sol-
diers. Fearing the Germans were about
to launch a counterattack that would
wipe out his men, PFC Alderson and
two other soldiers volunteered to lead
a surprise assault and disappeared
down a long zigzag spider trench be-
hind a dense warren of fortifications.
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The assault would ultimately help
melt German defenses along the Sieg-
fried line and leave PFC Alderson’s
face permanently scarred, carrying the
shrapnel of a bitter, closed-quarters
firefight. The small and vulnerable pa-
trol engaged the larger German force
in combat at point-blank range. PFC
Alderson, fully exposed and vastly out-
numbered, charged with his men, in-
flicting 12 casualties on the advancing
enemy.

With the Germans now in retreat,
Wayne was seriously injured when a
grenade exploded at his feet, blasting
shrapnel and debris into his face.
Wayne crashed face first into the mud
from the blow. One of his fellow sol-
diers attempted to flip him over to pre-
vent him from suffocating to death. A
sniper took that soldier’s life.

The shooting over, PFC Alderson,
suffering from a head wound, crawled
back through the trenches to brief his
company commander on the events
that had just transpired. The company
commander later surveyed the battle
scene and determined the three men
had killed at least 356 German soldiers.

Wayne was discharged from service
on October 6, 1945, with the rank of pri-
vate first class.

Wayne’s leadership continued after
the war. He helped resolve a conflict
between labor and management at
Pittron Steel, retold in the book
“Stronger than Steel,” a dispute that
threatened to shutter the company but
instead saved jobs and changed
Pittron’s corporate culture.

Fittingly, after this episode, Wayne
went on to found a consulting firm
called Value of the Person, which he
ran for the last 40 years. Value of the
Person grew out of Wayne Alderson’s
unique theory of management, stress-
ing the importance of respect and re-
sponsibility between management and
its workers—commonsense ideas that
too often can become lost in the hum
of modern life. These ideas became the
basis of a book co-written with his
daughter, “Theory R Management,” in
1994.

On May 20, 2007, I had the privilege of
presenting Wayne Alderson, the hero of
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the Rhineland campaign, with the Sil-
ver Star when he was inducted into the
veterans memorial Hall of Valor.

PFC Alderson is survived by his wife,
Nancy, of 60 years; sisters, Lillie Shan-
non and Jeanne Alderson of
Canonsburg; daughter, Nancy McDon-
nell; and a grandson, Patrick Wayne
McDonnell.

Wayne Alderson always put his coun-
try first. Now it is time for PFC
Alderson’s country to recognize his
bravery and place him among the first
rank of those Americans who helped
liberate Europe and beat back the twin
scourges of fascism and Nazism. It is in
this spirit that we recognize Wayne
Alderson today.

The way Wayne lived his life with
continued selfless courage and deter-
mination gave Americans a true hero
to mentor the next generation. Indeed,
Wayne Alderson’s influence will have a
lasting impact on that next generation.
And through that, he lives on.

On behalf of a grateful Nation, we
thank Wayne Alderson for his service
and his life for his country.

———
SEQUESTRATION EFFECTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. We know from
polling that most Americans have no
idea what ‘‘sequester’” means at all. In
fact, one of our colleagues said that she
was talking to a constituent who said,
Yes, I am all for sequester. Let’s se-
quester all the Members of Congress in
a room and make sure that they come
up with a plan.

That’s not exactly the idea. ‘‘Seques-
ter,”” which most Americans don’t
know the definition of, actually means
that for domestic discretionary spend-
ing—the things that help ordinary peo-
ple and communities and law enforce-
ment—there will be about a 9 percent
across-the-board cut; just a meat-ax
approach. You can’t even decide be-
tween cutting conferences or leave in
the research into cancer at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. No, every-
thing is going to be across the board, a
real meat-ax approach. There will also
be about a 13 percent across-the-board
cut in military spending. That’s what
we’'re talking about. And if people
aren’t following exactly what the defi-
nition is, they’re going to soon find out
what it means in their ordinary life.

In education, we’re going to see cuts
that are going to require the firing of
teachers. About 70,000 little children
are not going to be able to have their
Head Start programs. Small businesses
are going to find that almost $900 mil-
lion will be unavailable to them in
loans for their small businesses. We're
going to lose about 2,100 food safety in-
spectors. How will it feel if we don’t
know for sure if we’re going to have
safe food available? And we’ve all been
talking about the need for more mental
health services around this whole issue
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of gun violence, yet it’s predicted that
about 373,000 adults and children who
need mental health services won’t find
them available.

Military readiness will be affected.
We got some data on every State. In
my State of Illinois, approximately
14,000 civil Department of Defense em-
ployees are going to be furloughed
under the sequester; and that means
reducing the gross pay that comes to
them, citizens of Illinois, by $83.5 mil-
lion. That’s money that they won’t be
able to spend in our economy. Base op-
eration funding for Army bases will be
cut about $19 million in Illinois, and
funding for Air Force operations will
be cut by about $7 million. These are
real cuts in military readiness.

Vaccines for children. Does anybody
really think that the way to save on
our budget is to cut the availability of
vaccines for little children? And does
anybody really think that the burden
of cutting the deficit should be on the
backs of senior citizens? The median
income for people over 65 years old is
$22,000 a year. The average Social Secu-
rity benefit is $15,000 a year and pro-
vides most of the income for most of
the seniors in this country.

Does anybody think there isn’t one
tax loophole that can be closed, not
one more penny that can come from
huge and profitable corporations that
often pay no taxes? We have some of
those huge corporations paying no
taxes, outsourcing jobs, setting up
their corporate headquarters in post of-
fice boxes in the Cayman Islands. Some
of them are getting, actually, tax
breaks, refunds from the government.

Multimillionaires and billionaires
can’t pay a penny more, but we can cut
the National Institutes of Health and
research for finding cancer cures; that
new drug approvals ought to be cut;
that we ought to cut veterans services;
that people ought to just wait longer
at airports. We should even shut down
some airports because we’re going to
have to furlough the air traffic control-
lers; that we should cut Meals on
Wheels for senior citizens, that that’s
really the preferable way to go.

I have to tell you this is just a crazy
way to do business in the United States
Congress, particularly since we have
sensible alternatives. We have not seen
one bill from the Republican side of the
aisle that says, Here’s our idea instead
of these meat-ax cuts that are going to
hurt people, and the Democrats have
several bills we should be hearing on
this floor.

——
SEQUESTER CUTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, before I speak about the se-
quester, I want to salute my colleague,
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. JoNES) for his earlier remarks
about Afghanistan. I agree with him
that we need to stop trying to rebuild
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the world and start putting our own
country and our own people first once
again. We have spent several trillion
dollars over the past decade on very
unnecessary wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, and we should have brought our
troops home many years ago.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to speak
about the sequester. WMAL radio re-
ported this morning that the adminis-
tration had put out in a list of cuts
which the sequestration would require
that the National Drug Intelligence
Center in Pennsylvania would be cut
by $2 million. The only problem is that
this center no longer even exists. It
was closed in June of last year.

The scare tactics about the sequester
seem to grow more ridiculous, more ex-
aggerated every day. The Washington
Examiner wrote, in its lead editorial
yesterday, that:

It is known as the Washington Monument
Strategy. Turf-protecting government execu-
tives and bureaucrats go out of their way to
make spending cuts as painful as possible for
as many people as possible. By applying any
cuts to the very things the public benefits
from most, bureaucratic infighters believe
they can convince the public that every
penny that goes into government is nec-
essary.

In other words, the administration
has apparently told all the Depart-
ments and Agencies to say that their
most popular programs will be dras-
tically cut, instead of reducing spend-
ing on their least popular, least nec-
essary, most wasteful programs.
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The sequester has already been re-
duced from $109 billion to $85 billion.
This sequester is a cut of slightly over
2 percent from our almost $4 trillion
budget. Many people seem to have al-
ready forgotten that the fiscal cliff
deal raised taxes by $620 billion over
the next 10 years on upper-income peo-
ple. Then there is also the $93 billion in
higher payroll taxes on all workers this
year. That hike is already in effect.
Then there are the taxes already com-
ing in to pay for ObamacCare.

Columnist Mark Tapscott wrote yes-
terday:

The sequestration scares are the ultimate
example of Washington wink-wink. Politicos
from both parties warn of imminent disaster
if the Federal budget is ‘‘cut,” even though
they know government spending will be
higher in 2013 even if the sequestration
‘“‘cuts” are implemented. Put another way,
the sequestration scares are lies, pure and
simple. Not just bunk, not just distortions or
misstatements, but lies. And every profes-
sional politician in town—Democrat, Repub-
lican, Libertarian, Socialist, Independent—
knows it.

Our national debt is now at a mind-
boggling $16.5 trillion. It will go to over
$25 trillion in the next 10 years under
optimistic scenarios. The Congres-
sional Budget Office a few days ago put
out a report that said the interest on
our national debt—just the interest—
was going to go from $224 billion this
fiscal year to an astounding $857 billion
in 10 years. If we allow that to happen,
Mr. Speaker, we will then not be able
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to pay for anything other than Social
Security, Medicare, Medicaid, and in-
terest on the debt.

The sequester we are talking about
now is minuscule when compared to
our present debt and our future pension
liabilities. Our choice is simple: we can
cut now or crash in the very near fu-
ture.

——————

SEQUESTRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) for 5
minutes.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. The gentleman
from Tennessee who just spoke said
that sequestration is a game of scare
tactics. Apparently, he hasn’t looked
at the statistics from his district in
Tennessee. Let me tell you, sequestra-
tion is not only going to affect the peo-
ple of my district, but it’s going to af-
fect the people of his district and his
State as well.

Sequestration is very troubling, Mr.
Speaker. Sensible people all across
America are beginning to see the im-
pact that sequestration will have on
their families. We are hearing from
Governors every day, both Democrat
and Republican. We cannot wait any
longer. We have delayed this for far too
long. The consequences of an unbal-
anced budget are very, very clear.

My home State of North Carolina al-
ready has one of the highest rates of
unemployment at 9 percent; and these
cuts, Mr. Speaker, to education, health
care, low-income families, and military
readiness around my State and country
will be disastrous to so many.

Our children are our most valuable
asset, and ensuring they earn a quality
education is the best investment we
can make in our future. Unfortunately,
the sequester threatens many chil-
dren’s chances at obtaining a quality
education.

The impacts of sequester in my State
of North Carolina are huge. Teachers
and schools in North Carolina will lose
more than $25 million in funding for
primary and secondary education, put-
ting 350 teachers and teacher aide jobs
at risk, resulting in 40,000 fewer stu-
dents receiving services they need to
help them do well in school. Programs
like Head Start and Early Head Start—
services that residents in my district
so desperately need—will be eliminated
for 1,500 children, reducing access to
critical early education programs that
teach the skills necessary to enter kin-
dergarten on an equal footing.

If America, Mr. Speaker, is to con-
tinue to be a global leader, we must
out-compete other nations in the class-
room by improving the caliber of
teachers, promoting school grants, in-
creasing education standards, and uti-
lizing up-to-date technology to prepare
students for the higher education and
jobs of the future. However, edu-
cational advances will only result if
our schools are properly funded. Don’t
cut education.
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