
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6306 October 5, 2013 
The message also announced that the 

Senate has passed with an amendment 
in which the concurrence of the House 
is requested, a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 1848. An act to ensure that the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration advances the 
safety of small airplanes, and the continued 
development of the general aviation indus-
try, and for other purposes. 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER 
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF 
THE HOUSE 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 2(a)(1) of rule IX, I rise to 
give notice of my intent to raise a 
question of the privileges of the House. 

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

Whereas, the BBC News, on October 1, 2013 
in England, published the following: ‘‘For 
most of the world, a government shutdown is 
very bad news—the result of revolution, in-
vasion or disaster. Even in the middle of its 
ongoing civil war, the Syrian government 
has continued to pay its bills and workers’ 
wages. That leaders of one of the most pow-
erful nations on earth willingly provoked a 
crisis that suspends public services and de-
creases economic growth is astonishing to 
many.’’; 

Whereas, the state-run Xinhua news serv-
ice, on October 2, 2013 in China, published the 
following: ‘‘With no political unity to redress 
its policy mistake, a dysfunctional Wash-
ington is now overspending the confidence in 
its leadership.’’; 

Whereas, The News of Mexico, on Sep-
tember 25, 2013 in Mexico, published the fol-
lowing: ‘‘They squabble over the incon-
sequential accomplishment of a 10-week 
funding extension. It isn’t serious, but it cer-
tainly isn’t funny.’’; 

Whereas, the Australian, on October 1, 2013 
in Australia, published the following: ‘‘The 
irresponsible way in which Congress . . . 
played the politics of partisan petulance and 
obstruction . . . does them little credit. Nei-
ther does it say much for the budgetary 
processes in the world’s largest economy.’’; 

Whereas, the Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung, on October 2, 2013 in Germany, pub-
lished the following: ‘‘The main actors in 
this dispute, which brings together many 
factors, both ideological and political, took a 
huge risk and, unhindered, proceeded to vali-
date everyone who ever accused the political 
establishment in Washington of being rotten 
to the core . . . The public is left wondering 
how things could have been allowed to get to 
this point and why there is so much poison 
in the system.’’; 

Whereas, the Süddeutsche Zeitung, on Oc-
tober 2, 2013 in Germany, published the fol-
lowing: ‘‘What has already been apparent in 
America for a few years now is the self-de-
struction of one of the world’s oldest democ-
racies. And the great tragedy here is that 
this work of destruction isn’t being wrought 
by enemies of democracy, greedy lobbyists 
or sinister major party donors. America’s de-
mocracy is being broken by the very people 
who are supposed to carry and preserve it 
. . . the politicians . . . At the moment, 
Washington is fighting over the budget and 
nobody knows if the country will still be sol-
vent in three weeks . . . What is clear, 
though, is that America is already politi-
cally bankrupt’’; 

Whereas, the Washington Post, on Sep-
tember 30, 2013, quoted Justice Malala, a po-
litical commentator in South Africa as say-

ing the following: ‘‘They tell us, ‘You guys 
are not being fiscally responsible’ . . . And 
now we see that they are running their coun-
try a little like a banana republic . . . there 
is a lot of sniggering going on.’’; 

Whereas, the headline of the New York 
Daily News, the fourth most widely cir-
culated daily newspaper in the United 
States, on October 1, 2013, read: ‘‘House of 
Turds’’, and the bylines stated: ‘‘D.C. cess- 
pols shut down government’’ and ‘‘They get 
paid while nation suffers’’; 

Whereas, these reports call into question 
the dignity of the House; and 

Whereas, the resulting reduction in the 
public’s perception of the House’s dignity 
has culminated in a 7% Congressional ap-
proval rating in the most recent Economist/ 
YouGov poll: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the 
House— 

(1) without seeking to effect a change in 
the rules or standing orders of the House or 
their interpretation; and 

(2) without prescribing a special order of 
business for the House— 

that a government shutdown is a mark 
upon the dignity of the House and that the 
House would be willing to pass a ‘‘clean’’ 
continuing appropriations resolution to end 
it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
rule IX, a resolution offered from the 
floor by a Member other than the ma-
jority leader or the minority leader as 
a question of the privileges of the 
House has immediate precedence only 
at a time designated by the Chair with-
in 2 legislative days after the resolu-
tion is properly noticed. 

Pending that designation, the form of 
the resolution noticed by the gen-
tleman from Florida will appear in the 
RECORD at this point. 

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That 
determination will be made at the time 
designated for consideration of the res-
olution. 

f 

PAY OUR MILITARY ACT 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, when Congress was un-
able to reach agreement on a funding 
bill, the House acted immediately on 
the Pay Our Military Act. The bill 
passed the House on September 29, the 
Senate on September 30, and it was 
signed into law by the President that 
same day. 

The Pay Our Military Act ensures 
that U.S. military personnel and active 
military Reservists will be paid and re-
ceive their allowances during this gov-
ernment shutdown. 

Over the past week, the House put 
forward legislation to fund critical 
areas of government. We passed the 
Pay Our Guard and Reserve Act and 
the Honoring Our Promise to Amer-
ica’s Veterans Act. Yesterday, we con-
sidered and passed the Nutrition As-
sistance for Low-Income Women and 
Children Act; and, today, we passed an-
other bill to fund the government. 

These measures should have received 
the support of every Member in this 
Chamber. They are bills that should 
have passed the Senate and made their 
way to the President’s desk. The Presi-
dent and the Senate should back these 
bills just as they did the Pay Our Mili-
tary Act. Let’s end this stalemate and 
move forward with the people’s busi-
ness. 

f 

PUT FEDERAL EMPLOYEES BACK 
TO WORK 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker and Members, I want to wish a 
congratulations to our Republican ma-
jority and a thank you for bringing a 
bill to the floor that would guarantee 
the pay for the furloughed Federal em-
ployees. The essential employees who 
are already working will be paid from 
existing law, so now we pass it to the 
Senate where those furloughed employ-
ees will be able to be paid. 

My question of the majority Repub-
licans is: now that we’re going to pay 
these furloughed employees, let’s bring 
them back to work. Why would we not 
bring them back to work if we’re pay-
ing for them? 

I’ve heard of people being paid not to 
work, but I’ve never heard it from the 
Republican majority before that. I 
voted for it, and it passed unanimously 
out of the House, but let’s bring those 
folks back to work. Let’s reopen this 
government, and let’s bring back those 
dedicated Federal employees so they 
don’t have to stand down there and 
stop our veterans from going to the 
World War II Memorial. 

They’re the folks who are working on 
all of the things that make our country 
great, so let’s bring them back to 
work. We can do that. We are going to 
pay them. Let’s let them come back 
and do their jobs. 

f 

HAPPIEST BIRTHDAY TO YOU, 
MARGUERITE FREEMAN 

(Mr. FRANKS of Arizona asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, it is my precious privilege this 
morning to express a loving tribute to 
one Marguerite Freeman. 

Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Freeman was my 
third and fourth grade teacher, and if I 
could be with her right now as she is 
surrounded with family and friends and 
well-wishers on her 103rd birthday, I 
would just look into her eyes and say: 

Thank you, precious lady, for all that 
you have done for me in this life. With-
out your loving encouragement to me 
as a child, I may never have had the 
privilege to stand here in this place 
and speak on the floor of the United 
States Congress; and I was only one of 
hundreds of children whose hearts and 
minds you so deeply touched with your 
noble message of love and human dig-
nity to the generations to come. 
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So, beloved Mrs. Freeman, only eter-

nity will discover your magnificent 
contribution to humanity. Happiest 
birthday to you, gentle lady, and may 
God keep you forever. 

That’s what I would say, Mr. Speak-
er. 

f 

PAYING FEDERAL WORKERS NOT 
TO WORK 

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, Federal 
workers, already under sustained at-
tack from the Republican Shutdown 
Caucus, certainly deserve to have no 
further abuse, but the approval of this 
bill is surely one of the more bizarre 
moments in a truly bizarre Republican- 
controlled House. 

These great conservative stewards of 
the taxpayers’ dollars refuse to let our 
Federal workers work; and now, today, 
they approved legislation to pay them 
for not working. Getting nothing for 
your tax dollar. That’s the new Repub-
lican-Tea Party concept of fiscal re-
sponsibility. 

Of course, the Federal workers, even 
though they have paid leave now, are 
justifiably unhappy because of the un-
certainty of not knowing from day to 
day whether they will be called to 
work and not knowing whether that 
paid leave will arrive in time to meet 
their bills at the end of the month. 

Paying Federal workers not to 
work—a new level, truly, of absurdity 
in this politically manufactured gov-
ernment shutdown. 

f 

TEAR DOWN THAT WALL 
(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, just as Mr. 
DOGGETT has said as to the absurdity, 
I’m not sure if this is Joseph Heller or 
if it’s Fellini. 

The Tea Party Republicans came 
here because they were concerned 
about the debt. The debt, Mr. Speaker, 
was caused by Reagan and Bush. Look 
at the records. Reagan and Bush caused 
the debt. Now they’ve shut down their 
government like an arsonist sets a fire, 
and they’re coming around, acting like 
they’re firefighters who are trying to 
rescue the children who they didn’t re-
alize were in the building and who 
couldn’t get help from the NIH for 
their cancer treatments and the vet-
erans they’re going to rescue who 
couldn’t go to the memorials and the 
Federal workers who aren’t getting 
paid. 

It is like a Fellini movie. 
There is apparently a wall between 

the Tea Party Republicans and the 
mainstream Republicans, who would 
like to move this country forward. 

Mr. Speaker, tear down that wall. 
f 

WORDS TO WHICH WE CAN ASPIRE 
(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, what is 
going on in the House of Representa-
tives right now actually is about the 
debt. You can look back 17 years when 
Speaker Gingrich was Speaker of this 
House. 

What was gained by the Republican 
majority during that time? 

If you just look at it from a purely 
political lens, actually, the Republican 
majority was reelected for the first 
time in 68 years after that last govern-
ment slowdown, the last time being 
1928. 

This House passed welfare reform and 
passed welfare reform and passed wel-
fare reform until President Clinton 
signed the bill. The largest capital 
gains tax reduction in the history of 
this country was passed after the last 
government slowdown, and the first 
overall reduction in taxes in 17 years 
occurred after the last government 
slowdown. Four consecutive balanced 
budgets came out of that activity. 
Probably the only balanced budgets in 
my lifetime occurred after Speaker 
Gingrich had the courage to do what he 
did 17 years ago. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps most telling, in 
the State of the Union Address that 
followed the government slowdown the 
last time, President Clinton stood in 
this House and announced that the era 
of Big Government is over. 

Those are words we can aspire to. 
f 

b 1130 

ALTERNATIVE UNIVERSE 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
welcome to the alternative universe in 
the House of Representatives. We just 
voted, as we knew we would, to pay the 
furloughed workers when the shutdown 
ends, as we knew we would. 

What started as a right-wing tan-
trum to defund ObamaCare, which 
failed, as it inevitably would, and then 
it became a demand to pull the rug out 
for another delay, we’re now arguing 
about something. Negotiations? What? 

Since we decided to pay everybody 
anyway, let’s vote on the continuing 
resolution so we can at least get work 
in exchange for paying our employees 
and stop losing tens of millions of dol-
lars every hour. 

The Republicans now want to nego-
tiate. I think that’s terrific. We’ve 
been waiting 6 months for the House 
Republicans to appoint their con-
ference committee so we can reconcile 
differences on the budget. 

Let’s vote on the continuing resolu-
tion. Let’s appoint conference commit-
tees and get back to work. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. BARTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BARTON. Mr. Speaker, we’re see-
ing an interesting dialogue today in 
the 1-minutes. 

Last week, House Republicans 
brought to the floor a bill before the 
shutdown to pay our military. Both 
sides totally supported that, the Sen-
ate accepted it, and the President 
signed the bill. So that’s law. 

Early this week, after the shutdown 
occurred, House Republicans brought 
to the floor to fund the Veterans Ad-
ministration, to fund National Insti-
tutes of Health research, to fund and 
open our national parks. My friends on 
the other side of the aisle—most of 
them, not all—voted ‘‘no’’ against that 
and called it a gimmick. 

Today we brought a bill to the floor, 
the House Republicans, once the shut-
down is over, to pay furloughed work-
ers. Again, on that one today, both 
sides embraced it and said it’s a good 
thing. Now my friends on the Demo-
cratic side are getting up and arguing 
against themselves. 

We want to open the government. We 
want to end this. But we want to keep 
as much of the government functioning 
while we do it. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 
(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, through 
the looking glass, ‘‘curiouser and 
curiouser,’’ said Alice. I’m confused. It 
started out as: We’re going to shut 
down the government until we repeal 
ObamaCare. Then it was: We’ll shut 
down the government until we delay 
ObamaCare or the individual mandate 
or repeal the device tax, or something. 
Now, I just heard the gentleman from 
Texas say we’re shutting down the gov-
ernment because we’re concerned about 
the deficit. What is it? Which is it? 

Come on, you’re concerned about the 
deficit. We have a process. It’s called 
the annual budget process in appropria-
tions. It’s a law. We should follow the 
law, which means temporarily continue 
the government. We don’t shut down 
the government to deal with our dif-
ferences in how much money we want 
to spend each year for what agencies. 

This is getting absurd. We’re now 
going to pay Federal employees to not 
work. Let’s just declare them all ‘‘es-
sential,’’ make them come back to 
work, and then we’ll pay them later. 
Maybe in the Republican world that 
makes sense. 

No. Let’s just end the shutdown, 
bring them all back to work, give them 
their regular pay now, let them have 
their leave, and move forward with ne-
gotiations over the budget. 

f 

WHAC-A-MOLE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

YOHO). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 3, 2013, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 
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