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not having it under control—we all un-
derstand that long-term debt can’t con-
tinue to rise as a percentage of the
economy without hurting our economic
future. In that case, we need a mecha-
nism to do something more than just
yell at each other and call each other
names, which I know the freshmen that
were with me tonight are still amazed
that that’s what happens here, but
that’s what happens way too often.
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We need a mechanism to force a dis-
cussion of really how to manage the
debt. And our bill would provide that,
if we are in the condition where debt’s
rising as a percentage of GDP and the
President and the leaders of Congress
didn’t do anything about it, which is a
condition we find ourselves in today,
then individual Members, Mr. Speaker,
would be able to propose their own
measures without the blessing of lead-
ership but with the sponsorship of only
50 of their colleagues to force a discus-
sion on how to manage that debt and
get it under control. Now that’s just
one idea. But at this point, I think it’s
the only idea on the table to actually
avoid this in a constructive way.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the chance
to offer some thoughts on these issues
with my colleagues. And with that, I
yield back the balance of my time.

——
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MULLIN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) for 30 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, there is
a lot of talk about ObamaCare, as most
people call it. It’s just difficult after
the hundreds of stories we’re getting
from back home—not just me, but so
many Members of Congress. It’s just
hard to call it the ‘‘Affordable Care
Act” when we’re hearing from so many
that are saying, it’s so very
unaffordable.

It was interesting, so many members
of the media were chomping at the bit
to find somebody who was able to get
online and sign up for ObamaCare suc-
cessfully. They grabbed a young man,
Chad Henderson. He talked Thursday
about his Internet experience, applying
for insurance through the Affordable
Care Act, through the Web site. So he
was kind of a media icon.

Gee, this young 21-year-old kid, this
young man from Georgia got right on,
and signed up for ObamaCare. Then we
find the rest of the story. So many
were using his story. Oh, Chad Hender-
son. He got signed up very easily.

But here’s a story by Kate Harrison
today, on Friday, that says:

A day after a 21-year-old Flintstone, Geor-
gia, man became the subject of national
media attention—including a front page
Times Free Press story—for being one of the
first Americans to actually get through
ObamaCare’s glitchy Web site and enroll for
coverage, he acknowledged that he hadn’t
completed that process.
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Amidst the initial publicity, Chad Hender-
son was hailed by supporters of the Afford-
able Care Act as an example of the new sys-
tem working and was attacked by those
against the law for buying into the plan and
for being a volunteer for Organized for Ac-
tion, a nonprofit promoting President
Barack Obama’s agenda.

Today, a libertarian magazine, Reason,
called Henderson’s account into question
after a conversation with Henderson’s father,
who said that he and his son had not actu-
ally bought a plan off of the ObamaCare site
yet.

In an interview today with the Times Free
Press, Chad Henderson confirmed that he
hadn’t actually purchased a plan, but he in-
sisted he hadn’t lied. He said the confusion
was in the wording.

‘I never actually said I purchased a plan,”
he said. ‘I said that I submitted an applica-
tion, and so I enrolled. I haven’t actually
paid for a plan, though I found one that I
liked. I never meant to mislead anyone.”

When he first talked with the Times Free
Press on Thursday, Chad Henderson said he
had ‘‘picked” a bronze plan from Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Georgia that had a premium
between $175 and $200. He said that the spe-
cific plan fit into his budget, though he
wished it covered more.

In his initial tweet, Henderson said ‘‘En-
rolled in #ObamaCare just now! Looking for-
ward to having affordable health care for the
first time!”’

Today, Henderson said he stood by those
comments, but repeated that he never spe-
cifically said he had purchased a plan.

Then Ace of Spades apparently does a
lot of online looking and comes up with
some interesting things. He posts this
today:

Chad Henderson actually disclosed that he
was a Dpartisan paid to post ‘‘advocacy
things’ on social media.

So who’s the bad guy here? Chad Hen-
derson was not coy about his pas-
sionate support of Barack Obama or his
volunteer (?) position with OFA. And
here he says, ‘‘Something you should
know about me,” and then discloses
he’s paid to post advocacy stuff.

And then it has an inset where the
following is quoted from his posting:

I'm often labeled ‘‘the guy who always
talks about politics.” And it normally has
negative affects LOL. So I'm here to clear
things up. If you were to hang out with me
one night, you’ll see I'm not that obsessed
with politics at all. Yes, I do post political
stuff on here and other social networking
sites, but it’s for good reason. For one, I
think it’s good if people get some insight
into the world they live in. Secondly, I work
for an organization that pays me quarterly
to post the political stuff as advocacy. So
it’s kind of my job.

It’s kind of the way it seems things
go around here. You have people with
the Tea Party who seem to have one
thing in common—they all pay income
tax. Different races, age, national ori-
gin. I’'ve met people at Tea Parties
from countries all over the world, as
I've been around the country. They pay
income tax. They want the government
to be responsible.

And as we’ve been out each day to
the World War II Memorial, where
somebody in  the administration
thought it would be cute to make vet-
erans suffer, would create a good visual
image of how much suffering, since
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they knew 21 out of 21 stories by the
mainstream media would blame the
Republicans, which they did. I thought,
Wow, if they will all blame the Repub-
licans even though they appointed ne-
gotiators, ask us to just negotiate, we
wouldn’t negotiate. We told them we
wouldn’t negotiate because we knew
the mainstream media would blame ev-
erybody on the Republican side so we
could do whatever we wanted. So let’s
create as much pain in this country as
we possibly can because the main-
stream media will help us ensure that
the American people are duped into be-
lieving Republicans are to blame.

So this was the game from the begin-
ning. There were no paid veterans out
there from World War II to see the me-
morial that was constructed to them.
They were out there hoping to roll in
their wheelchairs down the granite
open sidewalks, around the outdoor
open air memorial that was con-
structed in such a way it would never
have to be closed, that it could be open
24/17.

And I can tell you, I've been down
there all hours of the day and night—10
p.m., 10 a.m., 2 a.m., 4 a.m. And no, I
don’t drink. I just go down there some-
times with folks to see the memorials
that were constructed for America.
And most of the time, I don’t see any
park rangers, no Park Service people.

But someone in this administration,
some people in this administration
thought it would be really cute to put
barricades up at the World War II Me-
morial, the open air granite sidewalk,
open 24/7 without guards most of the
time, that would be cute. Because that
would really play well in the media.

Then we find out, as protesters came
down there as we were getting some
more veterans in this week, Patrick
Poole, a reporter, had his camera going
when he saw these protesters, these
union protesters coming, protesting
supposedly because they’re Federal
workers who were put out of a job and
are out there protesting, demanding
Republicans get them back to work.

When one with a McDonald’s em-
ployee shirt on was asked about—they
saw the McDonald’s shirt, Patrick said,
How much are you getting paid to
come protest? And he says into the
camera, $15. Well, it took an SEIU su-
pervisor, who must have put the whole
thing together, to come running over
eventually to explain, Oh, but he works
as a franchisee in a museum. He was
not a Federal worker. He worked for
McDonald’s, and he got paid $15 to go
protest down where these World War II
veterans in wheelchairs were just try-
ing to enjoy a moment which for so
many of them was very poignant, very
emotional as they thought about their
time in the Atlantic, in the Pacific,
fighting for freedom in lands so far
from home.

To some, it’s a game. We heard the
leak from the administration that,
Why would we bring this shutdown to
an end in this Obama administration
when we’re winning, as if it were a
game.



October 4, 2013

People know that right here at this
podium, I have criticized Speaker JOHN
BOEHNER. Let me tell you, he had it
right today when he said, This is not a
game. You're playing with people’s
lives. But apparently, it’s a game to
some.

In the Organizing for America, the
new-found ACORN that’s gotten all
this money to support the President’s
agenda, they’re organizing, they’re lob-
bying like crazy and, apparently, pay-
ing people to come protest and create
havoc where some World War II vets
are just trying to observe their memo-
rial. It’s not a game to them.

It’s apparently a game to some in
this administration who are not satis-
fied to close the Normandy Cemetery.
We heard from some from Texas who
had been scraping their money to-
gether because they knew the patri-
arch of their family may not have
long—certainly would not have another
chance in his life to go back to Nor-
mandy, where he fought, where his
friends died. They scraped together
money and got him over there only to
find that whoever it is in this adminis-
tration—and it starts at the top, and it
stops at the top—but whoever made the
call decided, let’s inflict emotional
pain and suffering not only on the
World War II vets—that will look good
because the Republicans will be
blamed—but how about over in Nor-
mandy. People get clear! Oh, yes, that
will be great, won’t it?

Because the mainstream media,
they’ll blame Republicans. And then
they’ll be furious at them. And just
like whoever it was in the administra-
tion today that said, You know, why
would we stop the shutdown? We’'re
winning. They think they’re winning
when Americans travel before the end
of their lives to see where they fought
for liberty and their friends died for
liberty and their friends are buried
there. Some kind of game. This is not
a game. These are people’s lives.

Here’s a report from Todd Starnes
today entitled, ‘‘Catholic Priests in
Military Face Arrest for Celebrating
Mass’’:

The U.S. military has furloughed as many
as 50 Catholic chaplains due to the partial
suspension of government services, banning
them from celebrating weekend mass. At
least one chaplain was told that if he en-
gaged in any ministry activity, he would be
subjected to disciplinary action.
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Archbishop Timothy Broglio of the
Archdiocese said:

In very practical terms, it means Sunday
mass won’t be offered. If someone has a bap-
tism scheduled, it won’t be celebrated.

They were told they cannot function
because those are contracted services
and since there’s no funding, they can’t
do it even if they volunteer.

John Schlageter, general counsel for
the archdiocese, said any furloughed
priest volunteering their services could
face big trouble. He said:

During the shutdown, it is illegal for them
to administer on base and they risk being ar-
rested if they attempt to do so.
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Look, one thing we know for sure
about the military, the Commander in
Chief is in charge. And I know there
are a lot of distractions, but somebody
needs to get word to the Commander in
Chief that his military members are
not going to be allowed to get to mass
if they are Catholic and their Catholic
priest has been told that he can be ar-
rested if he shows up on post because
the Commander in Chief can give an
order and that’s gone, and every Catho-
lic priest that wishes to volunteer that
has got clearance will be back on that
post or base to provide mass.

For goodness sake, we have more sui-
cides in our military now than at any
time in the history of the country. You
might have thought that would have
been at Valley Forge. But, no, it’s now
and in this time in this country’s his-
tory. Good grief, Mr. President, let the
Catholic masses go. Rescind the order
that you won’t even let them volunteer
there. They are people that are serving
this President, Mr. Speaker, that de-
serve to have the comfort of their spir-
itual ministers.

My friends here, I respect and I really
do, I appreciated their comments be-
cause as they’ve indicated they’re
freshmen and they are new. They
talked about the Democrats and they
talked about to get budget conferees.
Wow, after all these years, the Senate
finally passes an unrealistic budget,
after the President waited longer than
any other time and violated the law to
get a budget out, and he put it out at
a time when it was past time to be
helpful. We are way beyond budgets at
this time.

The Federal Government in this
country is in a new year fiscally, so
budgets are not what does it now. Now
we are into appropriations; and before
the shutdown we had a bill that after
three compromises were offered, we
said, okay, here’s our negotiators, all
you have to do, HARRY REID, appoint
negotiators and we can have this done
by morning and the people in the coun-
try won’t even have to know. At least
send negotiators. And as we have found
out today, the administration does not
want to end the shutdown because they
believe they are winning this game
while real people are suffering.

I heard my friend, my heart went out
to Joshua, a military member who was
in the military for 5 years, 1 year
longer than I served, and he couldn’t
find a job, and now he’s told his bene-
fits are about to end at the end of the
month if the government is still shut
down. He can’t find a job, and he may
have to apply for food stamps.

Well, I would think my Democratic
colleagues would come and say, you
know what, ObamaCare clearly has
done damage, just as the economists
have said it would, and it has, and busi-
nesses have repeatedly told us it was
going to create havoc in the workplace,
and it has. And we have ongoing re-
ports of Dbusinesses, because of
ObamaCare, having to lay off full-time
employees and put them to part-time
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so that they can continue to be com-
petitive and stay in business. And some
have said even doing that because of
ObamaCare, they are going to be
crushed. They may not make the year
in business. So, yes, our hearts go out
to Joshua. Let’s at 1least stop
ObamacCare for a year. It isn’t working,
and it has got people not working, and
it is costing people more than they
ever dreamed it would cost.

Here’s another from one of my con-
stituents:

I just ran quotes for one of my insurance
clients in Marshall, a family of four. I was
shocked when their premiums were not lower
than their current rate. President Obama
said insurance rates would go down $2,500 per
year in one of his many speeches in the past.
I have to quote one of my heroes and one of
your fellow Congressmen who said ‘“You lie.”
Please note a $2,121.12 increase for this fam-
ily if they change their insurance to an ap-
proved ObamaCare plan for 2014.

So that’s about a $4,600 swing wrong
from what the President said.
This says:

I did not attend Harvard, but I can add and
subtract. This family’s current cost is $706
per month. The new and improved govern-
ment-approved plan is $882.76 per month, and
this is the lowest price for this family.

He goes on. It’s a lengthy letter. He’s
obviously upset for clients who are not
going to keep the same insurance at
the same rate. We have heard from so
many who have lost their doctor, lost
their insurance.

Here’s another. This one has quotes
from a letter he got.

“Dear Paul.” It has his full name.
He’s another one of my constituents.

Thank you for trusting Anthem with your
health plan. We recently sent you a letter
explaining how you can continue your cov-
erage with us. If you've already chosen to
change your policy effective date and extend
your coverage through December 1, 2014,
then we’d like to thank you for your contin-
ued patronage. You can disregard the mes-
sage below. However, if you have not decided
on your health plan for the coming year, you
need to know that your current plan is being
discontinued. Starting January 1, 2014, we’re
no longer able to offer or renew your plan be-
cause it doesn’t meet the requirements of
the new health care reform laws. Your new
plan, Anthem Core DirectAccess, is available
at $224.25 per month.

Paul says:

I currently have a plan that costs me $65 a
month, and I have a $5,000 deductible. It just
covers me. The new plan with the same bene-
fits is 3.45 times what I am currently paying.

He’s pretty upset so I won’t read ev-
erything he says. But he says:

My wife and I now have to make rather
large sacrifices to raise the extra $1,908 so we
can keep a plan that is already mediocre.

I won’t read the rest of that. He’s
pretty upset.

We got another insight into the
strategy. Here’s a story from Wesley
Pruden:

The games politicians play: Barack Obama
is having a lot of fun using the government
shutdown to squeeze the public in imagina-
tive ways. The point of the shutdown game is
to see who can squeeze hardest, make the
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most pious speech and listen for the ap-
plause. It is a variation on the grade school
ritual of ‘“‘you show me yours, I'll show you
mine.”

President Obama is not a bad poker player,
but the man with all the chips always starts
with the advantage and he gets all of the
aces. He has closed Washington down as
tight as he dares, emphasizing the trivial
and the petty in making life as inconvenient
as he can for the greatest number. It’s all in
a noble cause, of course. Access to most me-
morials is limited and often in curious ways.
The Lincoln Memorial is easy to reach, with
the streets around it remaining open. But
the Martin Luther King Memorial is made
difficult to reach, relegating it, you might
say, to the back of the bus. Not very nice.

The Park Service appears to be closing
streets on mere whim and caprice. The rang-
ers even closed the parking lot at Mount
Vernon where the plantation home of George
Washington is a favorite tourist destination.
That was after they barred the new World
War II Memorial on the Mall to veterans of
World War II, but the government does not
own Mount Vernon; it is privately owned by
the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association. The
ladies bought it years ago to preserve it as a
national memorial. The Feds closed access
to the parking lots this week even though
the lots are jointly owned with the Mount
Vernon ladies. The rangers are from the gov-
ernment, and they’re only here to help. “It’s
a cheap way to deal with the situation,” an
angry Park Service rangers says of the har-
assment. “We’ve been told to make life as
difficult for people as we can. Its dis-
gusting.”

So for somebody here in Washington
at least who is giving park rangers or-
ders to make life as difficult as pos-
sible, it is a game. There was a time in
America when we had a President, we
had Congress Members who would en-
courage people in this country that
there was always a way to make some-
thing happen. And the volunteer spirit
across this land made us the envy of
the world because people volunteered.
We could do anything. And yet people
around Washington have seen just
what the park ranger said. They’ve
been told make things as difficult as
possible. So here is a playground in
Washington, D.C., that never has a
Federal officer there supervising it I'm
told by people whose children play
their constantly, but they found a need
to go lock it up and somebody spent a
bunch of money all over this town
printing up new things to emphasize
not just closed, I'm sure they have
plenty of closed signs they could use,
oh, no, we have to print up all new
signs that say because of the Federal
Government shutdown, this National
Park Service facility is closed. And
they’re putting it in places that isn’t
even National Park Service facilities.

Well, they’re following their orders.
They’re making life as difficult as they
can for as many as they can.

Here’s another: ‘“‘Because of the Fed-
eral Government shutdown, all na-
tional parks are closed,” and this one
is at the World War II Memorial. See
the wide open sidewalks. They’re made
of granite. They’re not going to hurt
them. I can tell you, there are enough
veterans, there are enough people,
those of us who have served, we’re not
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going to let people deface this. Yes, it
is possible somebody could sneak down
there in the night and do that. And I
can tell you they could sneak down
there and do it at night even with the
barricades. So the only people that bar-
ricades like this stop are people like
our World War II veterans in wheel-
chairs because somebody has given the
order, the disgusting order, to make
life as difficult as possible for as many
people as possible, maybe they’ll
blame, they will surely blame the Re-
publicans, even though we’re the ones
who refused to even appoint nego-
tiators to negotiate, as called for in the
Constitution, the law, and the rules of
the House and the rules of the Senate.
I didn’t like the idea of appointing con-
ferees. It was basically a capitulation.
All right, all right, you didn’t like our
compromises, here’s our people to com-
promise. You don’t have to worry, I
wasn’t one of those that Speaker BOEH-
NER appointed, and you wouldn’t even
appoint people to come sit down and
talk about it.

Instead, rushing around all over the
place, shutting places like the Moore
Park, the Moore family farm that has
been around since George Washington
days in the 1700s. It hasn’t taken a Fed-
eral dime since 1980.
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They sent park rangers over to Vir-
ginia Tuesday to run the McLean
Chamber of Commerce out of the farm,
costing the farm money, costing the
Chamber all kinds of headaches as they
tried to relocate, for no reason other
than what we have learned is someone
gave the order to make life as difficult
as you can.

So this farm that really gets a lot of
business in fall—this is their prime
time—the director says they have lost
$20,000 because they rented barricades
to put up to block a park that doesn’t
get a dime of Federal money.

People all over the country are find-
ing the same thing. And it’s time it
stopped. This is not a game. Let’s help
Americans for a change.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

————————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. RUSH (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today through October 6 on
account of attending to family acute
medical care and hospitalization.

————

PUBLICATION OF BUDGETARY
MATERIAL

REVISIONS TO THE ALLOCATIONS OF THE FISCAL
YEAR 2014 BUDGET RESOLUTION RELATED TO
H.J. RES. 85, NATIONAL EMERGENCY AND DIS-
ASTER RECOVERY ACT

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET,
Washington, DC, October 4, 2013.
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to section 314(a) of
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, I here-
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by submit for printing in the Congressional
Record revisions to the aggregate budget lev-
els and committee allocations set forth pur-
suant to H. Con. Res. 25, the Concurrent Res-
olution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 2014, as
deemed in effect by H. Res. 243. The revision
is for new budget authority and outlays for
provisions designated as disaster relief, pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985, contained in H.J. Res. 85, the Na-
tional Emergency and Disaster Recovery
Act. A corresponding table is attached.

This revision represents an adjustment for
purposes of enforcing sections 302 and 311 of
the Congressional Budget Act. For purposes
of such Act, these revised allocations and ag-
gregates are to be considered as included in
the levels of the budget resolution, pursuant
to section 101 of H. Con. Res. 25 and H. Rept.
113-17, as adjusted.

Sincerely,
PAUL D. RYAN of Wisconsin,
Chairman, House Budget Committee.

BUDGET AGGREGATES

[On-budget amounts, in millions of dollars]

Fiscal Year

2014 2014-2023

Current Aggregates:
Budget Authority
Outlays

2,761,492 1

2,811,568 !
2,310,972 31,089,081

Adjustment  for  Disaster
Spending:
Budget Authority
Outlays

Designated

6,079 1
230 1
0 0

2,767,671 1
2,811,798 !
2,310,972 31,089,081

INot applicable because annual appropriations acts for fiscal years
2015-2023 will not be considered until future sessions of Congress.

ALLOCATION OF SPENDING AUTHORITY TO HOUSE
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

(In millions of dollars)

Revised Aggregates:
Budget Authority
Outlays

2014

Base Discretionary Action:

BA 966,924

) 1,117,675
Global War on Terrorism:

BA 92,289

or 48,010
Adjustment for OMB Correction to BCA Spending Caps:

BA 549

or 308
Adjustment for Disaster Designated Spending:

BA 6,079

or 230

Total Discretionary Action:
BA 1,065,841
or 1,166,223
Current Law Mandatory:
BA 749,400

or 738,140

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 46 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Saturday, October 5, 2013, at 9
a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3226. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
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