H6242

So far, House Republicans have
passed four bills to fully fund the gov-
ernment. Since then, that wasn’t
enough for the Senate, and they shut
the government down.

On a bipartisan basis, we have passed
bills to ensure our National Guard and
reservists are paid, we’re funding Fed-
eral benefits, reopening national parks,
reopening the National Institutes of
Health, and allowing the District of Co-
lumbia to expend their own local funds.
All of these passed with bipartisan
votes.

A clean CR is not the answer. A clean
CR funds the gold-plated health care
plan for Members of Congress. Mem-
bers of Congress cannot be treated one
way and the American people another
way. We need fairness for every Amer-
ican and to stop the chaos of
ObamaCare.

It’s time for HARRY REID and Presi-
dent Obama to come to the table in
good faith to work together with House
Republicans for the good of all Ameri-
cans. Let’s pass the bills that we have
bipartisan support for today.

——

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, here we are
on day 4 of a government shutdown
that should never have happened.

I'm deeply disappointed that my Re-
publican colleagues have decided that
their obsession with repealing the Af-
fordable Care Act is more important
than the rest of the country, more im-
portant than 800,000 government work-
ers going without a paycheck, more
important than children and families
of less means going without the nutri-
tional support they rely on, more im-
portant than providing cancer victims
and survivors with the reassurance
that this government is continuing
with critical research to find a cure for
cancer.

Why are they letting this shutdown
drag on when it could be over today?
How much longer do the American peo-
ple have to suffer?

I urge my colleagues to turn this ship
around right now and give us a bill
that will fund all of the government
without any strings attached, that re-
stores critical services to our seniors,
to our veterans, and to our families.
Enough already.

——————

PAY OUR GUARDSMEN AND CIVIL-
IAN DEFENSE PERSONNEL ACT

(Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, the fact is that I and most of
the Members of this House have voted
now for five different measures that
would have paid our Nation’s civilian
defense workforce and all of our
guardsmen and reservists. The first of
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those bills passed this House with over-
whelming bipartisan support in July,
Mr. Speaker—July. Unfortunately, the
Senate and the President have refused
to pass four of the five measures.

And in the Pay Our Military Act, the
President unilaterally deemed many of
the civilian workforce and our Na-
tional Guard nonessential to our na-
tional defense. I'm sorry, Mr. Speaker,
but what the President is doing is
wrong. The civilian workers that de-
sign, build, and maintain our planes,
our ships, and our infrastructure and
support our warfighters in everything
that they do are essential and should
not be furloughed simply because the
President chooses to do so.

Every member of our National Guard
and Reserve stand ready to defend our
Nation, and they should be paid while
we wait on HARRY REID and the Presi-
dent to agree to negotiate. That’s why
I've introduced the Pay Our Guards-
men and Civilian Defense Personnel
Act. Our national security depends on
these men and women, and they should
be paid while we’re waiting on the
President and Senator REID simply to
do their job and agree to negotiate
with us.

I urge my colleagues to support this
measure.

———

SHUTDOWN

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
the good people in my Arizona district
are disgusted with this Congress. They
see Washington treating this shutdown
as a political game.

News reports now confirm that there
are enough votes in the House—Demo-
crats and Republicans—to pass a clean
funding bill and reopen the government
right now. Yet the House GOP Kkeeps
bringing up piecemeal bills that are
going nowhere, designed to create cam-
paign attack fodder.

This week, the House majority cyni-
cally used piecemeal votes on veterans
and national parks. My district has the
Grand Canyon and many national
parks; and as a member of the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee, I'm dis-
gusted with these dead-end, piecemeal
games. And you know who else is dis-
gusted? Veterans.

Yesterday, the commander in chief of
the VFW said:

We expect more from our elected leader-
ship, and not a piecemeal approach that
would use the military or disabled veterans
as leverage in a political game.

Mr. Speaker, we must stop the piece-
meal games and restart our govern-
ment now.
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AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, it is no se-
cret that there is plenty to disagree
about in Washington, D.C. The House
majority continues to believe that
funding special treatment for Members
of Congress in the Affordable Care Act
is wrong. The House majority con-
tinues to believe that the American
people need a reprieve from the new
government insurance mandate for 1
year—the same reprieve that has been
given to businesses, unions, Congress,
and other groups. We should all be
treated equally and fairly under the
law, and Congress should have to fol-
low the same laws it dictates to the
rest of America.

But as we continue to negotiate over
this divide, let’s start funding the
things we agree on. Let’s fund veterans
programs. Let’s fund the NIH clinical
trials. Let’s fund Head Start, WIC pro-
grams. Let’s open up the World War II
Memorial. Surely, even in the divided
times we live in, we could set aside our
differences and start reopening the
doors of government. This shutdown is
wrong and the American people are
hurting.

Let’s please start working together,
getting past our differences, finding
points of agreement, and let’s forge
ahead together united as Americans.

——————

HEALTH BENEFITS FOR MEMBERS
OF CONGRESS AND THEIR STAFF

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to correct the record regarding
the health benefits for Members of
Congress and their staff.

Recently, many on the other side
have been falsely claiming that Con-
gress is trying to exempt itself from
the Affordable Care Act in an effort to
distract the public from their failure to
do their job and keep our government
open. The fact is that Members of Con-
gress and their staff are the only peo-
ple who are required by law to give up
current employer-provided health care
and go into the exchanges.

I support this because I know the ex-
changes will provide all Americans, in-
cluding Congress and its staff, quality,
affordable health insurance. The ex-
emption my friends want to get rid of
is ending Congress’ employer contribu-
tion, which all Federal employees cur-
rently receive.

Mr. Speaker, my Republican col-
leagues probably have, like many of us
do, young staffers working in their of-
fices that make around $25,000 a year.
We are going to ask these devoted civil
servants to pay $5,000 to $12,000 more
per year for health insurance than they
currently pay just to score a cheap po-
litical point?

Ask the Speaker. He supports main-
taining this contribution. Case closed.

———

MANUFACTURING DAY

(Mr. BENTIVOLIO asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of Manufacturing
Day.

America is an exceptional Nation.
Over the last 2V centuries, our country
has been an example of freedom. Our
Founders’ belief in the free enterprise
system helped ignite a transformation
in manufacturing that has changed the
world.

However, as we all know, arbitrary
regulations and excessive taxation un-
fairly punishes hardworking Americans
and impedes our industrial capability.
This hurts our national strength and is
simply unfair to our manufacturers, es-
pecially in the aftermath of a reces-
sion, whose effects still linger to this
day.

I am proud to represent the second-
highest manufacturing district in the
country. Every day, I hear from
Michiganders who share these concerns
with me. Instead of unnecessarily ex-
erting its influence on the economy,
the government should promote condi-
tions that make it conducive to invest
and grow our economy.

As I always say: ‘Investment always
goes where it is welcome and stays
where it is appreciated.” The goal of
tax reform should be to grow the econ-
omy. If we want businesses, especially
manufacturing businesses, to grow and
create jobs, fixing depreciation rules
by moving closer to full expensing
would be a great start.

———

END THIS GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWN

(Ms. BROWNLEY of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr.
Speaker, I remain appalled by the gim-
micks that the House continues today.

The majority claims that the bills
before us will fund WIC and FEMA pro-
grams. But let’s be clear. The only way
these programs will be funded is by
ending this irresponsible and reckless
government shutdown.

I have no doubt that my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle want FEMA
to function and WIC recipients to con-
tinue to receive life-sustaining nutri-
tional benefits. But to put bills on the
floor that pretend to take care of these
issues when they do not, or to take
care of the American people when they
do not, is shameful. We should not be
using FEMA and critical safety net
programs as political footballs.

Mr. Speaker, if we truly want to end
this shutdown and help American fami-
lies, we must allow a vote on the floor
to end this government shutdown. Let
us do what we all know is right.

————

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES, THE SENATE, AND THE
PRESIDENT MUST SIT DOWN
AND TALK
(Mr. FORTENBERRY asked and was

given permission to address the House

for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker,
we can continue to march ourselves
down here and throw barbs and insults
at one another while watching our
meager approval rating fall from 10
percent to perhaps 5 percent. We can
continue to do that. Or maybe we can
re-frame this whole discussion and
agree to something—that we should
keep working steadily to get this gov-
ernment back running while also work-
ing on the right type of policy reform,
tax reform, and spending reform that
could restore America’s greatness.

Now, in the midst of this difficulty,
and seemingly with no way out, this
could actually be an historic moment.
But it will take the House of Rep-
resentatives and the President of the
United States and the United States
Senate talking to one another. That
conversation must begin now.

———

BRING A CLEAN CONTINUING
RESOLUTION TO THE FLOOR

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, our democ-
racy is supposed to be the example for
the world. But the example we have set
with this Republican government shut-
down is beyond shameful.

Some of my Republican colleagues
are actually celebrating this shutdown,
saying: ‘“This is exactly what they
wanted.”” Who are they listening to? It
certainly isn’t the American people.

I fear the survivors of Hurricane
Sandy, who have lost everything, will
be left without the relief they need.
That the 31,000 Federal workers in New
Jersey on furlough will wonder how
they will make ends meet. I worry
about the veterans who have fought for
this country but have come home to
broken promises. And the more than 9
million women, infants, and children
who will be cut from WIC, the nutri-
tional assistance they need to survive.

We cannot choose winners and losers
in this fight. I urge my Republican col-
leagues to act responsibly. Bring a
clean CR to the floor and let’s start
working for the American people again,
because they shouldn’t have to suffer
for the Republicans’ inability to govern
any longer.

———

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak out against this unnec-
essary Republican-led government
shutdown.

Republicans should work with Demo-
crats to keep our government open. Re-
publicans have cut off basic govern-
ment services relied upon by millions
of Americans, including millions of
Americans who call themselves Repub-
licans.

This effort to shut down our govern-
ment is costing hardworking taxpayers
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millions of dollars. 800,000 Federal em-
ployees around the country didn’t go to
work this week and will not return to
work until Republicans end this sense-
less shutdown.

Instead of working across the aisle,
Republicans would rather score polit-
ical points by the Tea Party. They
would rather take our government hos-
tage over an issue that was voted on in
March of 2010, upheld by the Supreme
Court in June of 2012, and held to a
public referendum by the reelection of
President Obama in November of 2012.

The Affordable Care Act is law. It has
gone through the checks and balances
of our government and should not be
an issue when it comes to funding our
government.

I ask my Republican colleagues to let
us return to reason. Let’s keep our gov-
ernment running. Let’s do the right
thing. Stop these games, stop the ob-
struction, and let’s get back to work
on real issues.

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, this
week, a Republican colleague spoke of
the need to shut down the government.
He said: “We just want to help Ameri-
cans get past one of the most insidious
laws ever created by man.”” He was re-
ferring to the Affordable Care Act, but
his words sounded eerily familiar to
statements from this body’s past.

A Congressman once said:

Never in the history of the world has any
measure been brought here so insidiously de-
signed as to prevent business recovery—to
enslave workers.

Another one said:

We cannot stand idly by now as the Nation
embarks on an ill-conceived adventure in
government medicine, from which the pa-
tient will be the ultimate sufferer.

These aren’t quotes about the Afford-
able Care Act. The quotes are from
Congressman Taber in 1935, opposing
Social Security, and from Congressman
Hall in 1965, opposing Medicare.

What if opponents of Social Security
and Medicare shut down the entire gov-
ernment because they didn’t get their
way? What if the majorities gave into
the demands of those on the wrong side
of history? This country would be very
different today.

These may be forgotten, but this
reckless shutdown will not be, and the
American people will remember who
caused it.
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