October 4, 2013

I am and I always will be committed
to working with my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to find a solution to
this crisis.

Mr. Speaker, let’s end this shutdown
today.

————————

THERE WILL BE NO SURRENDER

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in
1836, a dictator showed up at the Alamo
in Texas and demanded a complete, full
surrender without negotiation. William
Travis responded with a cannon shot:
There will be no surrender.

Now comes the President and the
Senate Majority Leader demanding
that this House of Representatives sur-
render. We will not surrender. We are
fighting for the American people. Tea
partiers knew in the Colonies that
King George’s dictatorial methods
wouldn’t be tolerated. We won’t tol-
erate them here.

Like it or not, Mr. President and the
Senate Majority Leader, this House is
a part of this process. We understand
that we are fighting for the American
people. We will not surrender. We are
going to fight to make sure that we
keep our liberty. Americans expect
nothing less and deserve nothing less.

I am RANDY WEBER and damn proud
to be an American.

—————

SHUTDOWN

(Mr. BARROW of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARROW of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, in my district, thousands of govern-
ment employees are being forced to
work without pay. Thousands more
have been laid off. All because Con-
gress can’t get its act together long
enough to do our most basic job: to
keep the government running. They’re
ready, willing, and able to do their
jobs, but can’t—because Congress has
failed to do its job.

Folks back home ask me: Why do you
get paid, but we don’t?

We’re told that the Constitution re-
quires that Members of Congress get
paid, whether or not they do their job.
I think that’s wrong, and I have intro-
duced legislation to change it. While
folks at home don’t get paid, I don’t
think we should get paid.

I'm not talking about asking the
Clerk to sit on our checks until after
this is over; that’s no sacrifice. That’s
why I'm donating my pay to the Au-
gusta Warrior Project for the duration
of the shutdown. I'm giving it to folks
who can use it, and I’'m calling on all of
my colleagues to do the same.

It’s about accountability, Mr. Speak-
er. If Members of Congress didn’t get
paid for not doing their job, maybe
they would appreciate those who do
their job a little bit more.
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NETWORKS’ BIAS SHOWS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in
the weeks leading up to the govern-
ment shutdown, ABC, NBC, and CBS
tried to make sure that it would be the
Republicans who were responsible.

A Media Research Center analysis
found that from September 17 through
September 30, the networks’ evening
newscasts ran a total of 39 stories
about a possible government shutdown.
Of these stories, over half blamed Re-
publicans for the potential shutdown.
Not one news report placed the blame
on the Democrats.

Yet it is Republicans who have
passed such bills as keeping the Na-
tional Institutes of Health open and
making sure that veterans get their
benefits. These bills are opposed by the
President and the Senate Democrats.
Republicans want to reduce the pain of
the shutdown for the American people,
but they are blocked by those who
want the entire government to remain
shut down.

Americans deserve a national media
that gives them the facts rather than
one that is in the pocket of the Demo-
cratic Party.

—————
END THE CRISIS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
just a few minutes ago, I stood with
hundreds of American workers who
came to this place that they consider a
place of responsibility and respect—
holders of the Constitution—to beg for
their jobs. They represent a small seg-
ment of 800,000 Federal employees.

As I was standing there, a represent-
ative, Ms. McNeill from AFGE, indi-
cated that this morning she had just
received a call from an unemployed
Federal worker and an unemployed
husband, a wife and husband. They’re
in crisis. The woman is now being
abused, and they had to escort her to a
shelter—crisis, Mr. Speaker.

It’s not about surrendering. It’s
about caring about the American peo-
ple. It’s about caring about Diane, who
was able to get health insurance after
being diabetic and hearing bad things
about ObamaCare. And it’s about Sen-
ator Dole and JOHN DINGELL, two World
War II veterans who have said: Don’t
insult us with this piecemeal.

A Republican and the dean of the
House want us to stop and put a clean
CR for the American people and to end
this crisis. I'm here to end the crisis
right now.

———
WASHINGTON DEMOCRATS MUST
SUPPORT OUR VETERANS AND
GUARD MEMBERS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
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dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday, a bipartisan group
of the House passed two commonsense
pieces of legislation: first, to provide
resources for our Nation’s veterans;
and, second, to ensure that our men
and women in uniform serving in the
National Guard and Reserve are able to
be compensated for their efforts.

We should all agree that legislation
designed to protect our national secu-
rity should be above partisan politics.
Unfortunately, Senate Democrats have
rejected the legislation. Additionally,
the President has already threatened
to veto these bills.

As a 3l-year veteran of the National
Guard, I hope, for the sake of our brave
men and women in uniform and mili-
tary families, that obstructionism will
cease. It is now up to Washington
Democrats to put politics aside, do the
right thing, and protect our national
security by promoting these bills.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

Congratulations to our chaplain
today, Senate Chaplain Barry Black,
for recently being awarded a doctorate
from his alma mater, the University of
South Carolina.

——————

TURN THE SWITCH ON, MR.
SPEAKER

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, it is a dark day today in
America and the lights of the greatest
government of the greatest democracy
in the world are out. The only person
who can turn those lights back on, the
only person who controls the switch is
Speaker JOHN BOEHNER, not the Tea
Party.

Turn that switch on, Mr. Speaker.
Turn it on for the Federal worker at
Camp Parks in Dublin, California, who
is seeking unemployment benefits and
asking to extend the mortgage on his
house. Turn it on for the children who
are awaiting clinical trials at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. Turn it on
for our veterans, whose claims will be
delayed. Turn on the lights, Mr. Speak-
er, for the hungry women and children
who will be affected by delayed WIC
funding. Turn on the lights for our
Capitol Hill Police, who stand guard at
the people’s House without pay.

Mr. Speaker, you can turn back on
the lights of the government that runs
the greatest democracy in the world.
Just give us a vote.

——

FUND THE GOVERNMENT

(Mr. STUTZMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker,
time to fund the government.

it’s
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So far, House Republicans have
passed four bills to fully fund the gov-
ernment. Since then, that wasn’t
enough for the Senate, and they shut
the government down.

On a bipartisan basis, we have passed
bills to ensure our National Guard and
reservists are paid, we’re funding Fed-
eral benefits, reopening national parks,
reopening the National Institutes of
Health, and allowing the District of Co-
lumbia to expend their own local funds.
All of these passed with bipartisan
votes.

A clean CR is not the answer. A clean
CR funds the gold-plated health care
plan for Members of Congress. Mem-
bers of Congress cannot be treated one
way and the American people another
way. We need fairness for every Amer-
ican and to stop the chaos of
ObamaCare.

It’s time for HARRY REID and Presi-
dent Obama to come to the table in
good faith to work together with House
Republicans for the good of all Ameri-
cans. Let’s pass the bills that we have
bipartisan support for today.

——

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, here we are
on day 4 of a government shutdown
that should never have happened.

I'm deeply disappointed that my Re-
publican colleagues have decided that
their obsession with repealing the Af-
fordable Care Act is more important
than the rest of the country, more im-
portant than 800,000 government work-
ers going without a paycheck, more
important than children and families
of less means going without the nutri-
tional support they rely on, more im-
portant than providing cancer victims
and survivors with the reassurance
that this government is continuing
with critical research to find a cure for
cancer.

Why are they letting this shutdown
drag on when it could be over today?
How much longer do the American peo-
ple have to suffer?

I urge my colleagues to turn this ship
around right now and give us a bill
that will fund all of the government
without any strings attached, that re-
stores critical services to our seniors,
to our veterans, and to our families.
Enough already.

——————

PAY OUR GUARDSMEN AND CIVIL-
IAN DEFENSE PERSONNEL ACT

(Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, the fact is that I and most of
the Members of this House have voted
now for five different measures that
would have paid our Nation’s civilian
defense workforce and all of our
guardsmen and reservists. The first of
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those bills passed this House with over-
whelming bipartisan support in July,
Mr. Speaker—July. Unfortunately, the
Senate and the President have refused
to pass four of the five measures.

And in the Pay Our Military Act, the
President unilaterally deemed many of
the civilian workforce and our Na-
tional Guard nonessential to our na-
tional defense. I'm sorry, Mr. Speaker,
but what the President is doing is
wrong. The civilian workers that de-
sign, build, and maintain our planes,
our ships, and our infrastructure and
support our warfighters in everything
that they do are essential and should
not be furloughed simply because the
President chooses to do so.

Every member of our National Guard
and Reserve stand ready to defend our
Nation, and they should be paid while
we wait on HARRY REID and the Presi-
dent to agree to negotiate. That’s why
I've introduced the Pay Our Guards-
men and Civilian Defense Personnel
Act. Our national security depends on
these men and women, and they should
be paid while we’re waiting on the
President and Senator REID simply to
do their job and agree to negotiate
with us.

I urge my colleagues to support this
measure.

———

SHUTDOWN

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
the good people in my Arizona district
are disgusted with this Congress. They
see Washington treating this shutdown
as a political game.

News reports now confirm that there
are enough votes in the House—Demo-
crats and Republicans—to pass a clean
funding bill and reopen the government
right now. Yet the House GOP Kkeeps
bringing up piecemeal bills that are
going nowhere, designed to create cam-
paign attack fodder.

This week, the House majority cyni-
cally used piecemeal votes on veterans
and national parks. My district has the
Grand Canyon and many national
parks; and as a member of the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee, I'm dis-
gusted with these dead-end, piecemeal
games. And you know who else is dis-
gusted? Veterans.

Yesterday, the commander in chief of
the VFW said:

We expect more from our elected leader-
ship, and not a piecemeal approach that
would use the military or disabled veterans
as leverage in a political game.

Mr. Speaker, we must stop the piece-
meal games and restart our govern-
ment now.

0 1230
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, it is no se-
cret that there is plenty to disagree
about in Washington, D.C. The House
majority continues to believe that
funding special treatment for Members
of Congress in the Affordable Care Act
is wrong. The House majority con-
tinues to believe that the American
people need a reprieve from the new
government insurance mandate for 1
year—the same reprieve that has been
given to businesses, unions, Congress,
and other groups. We should all be
treated equally and fairly under the
law, and Congress should have to fol-
low the same laws it dictates to the
rest of America.

But as we continue to negotiate over
this divide, let’s start funding the
things we agree on. Let’s fund veterans
programs. Let’s fund the NIH clinical
trials. Let’s fund Head Start, WIC pro-
grams. Let’s open up the World War II
Memorial. Surely, even in the divided
times we live in, we could set aside our
differences and start reopening the
doors of government. This shutdown is
wrong and the American people are
hurting.

Let’s please start working together,
getting past our differences, finding
points of agreement, and let’s forge
ahead together united as Americans.

——————

HEALTH BENEFITS FOR MEMBERS
OF CONGRESS AND THEIR STAFF

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to correct the record regarding
the health benefits for Members of
Congress and their staff.

Recently, many on the other side
have been falsely claiming that Con-
gress is trying to exempt itself from
the Affordable Care Act in an effort to
distract the public from their failure to
do their job and keep our government
open. The fact is that Members of Con-
gress and their staff are the only peo-
ple who are required by law to give up
current employer-provided health care
and go into the exchanges.

I support this because I know the ex-
changes will provide all Americans, in-
cluding Congress and its staff, quality,
affordable health insurance. The ex-
emption my friends want to get rid of
is ending Congress’ employer contribu-
tion, which all Federal employees cur-
rently receive.

Mr. Speaker, my Republican col-
leagues probably have, like many of us
do, young staffers working in their of-
fices that make around $25,000 a year.
We are going to ask these devoted civil
servants to pay $5,000 to $12,000 more
per year for health insurance than they
currently pay just to score a cheap po-
litical point?

Ask the Speaker. He supports main-
taining this contribution. Case closed.

———

MANUFACTURING DAY

(Mr. BENTIVOLIO asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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